" FORAGING ON THE STAIE

Bold Raids Being Made on State Funds by
Fusion Officials.

ARE PAID FOR SERVICES NEVER RENDERED

How High Up Officials Have Promoted Treasury Raids—

Fresh Bread for

Officials and Stale

Bread for Inmates.

BEATRICE, Neb, Aug. 6.—Last
week's report concerning the manage-
ment of the State Institution for Fee-
ble Minded Youth at this place only
#ave a brief recital of the facts.
There are other facts relative to 12
hitherto unpublished which are wor-
thy of the closest consideration by
everybody.

FORAGING ON THE STATE.

Not content with placing an army
of incompetents on the payroll, there
i3 positive evidence that, not only have
favorites been permitted to furnish
their relatives with bed and board, but
they have been permitted to draw
money from the public treasury for
gervices never rendered. In this con-
netion the name of Judge Sullivan
agaln appears, and that, too, in con-
nection  with a very questionable
transaction. The facts are these: On
the 8th day of August, 1899, Miss Kent-
Ing voluntarily tendered her resigna-
tion as matron to Superintendent Lang.
On that day she gave up her keys,
moved all of her effects and left the
institute. She notified the superin-
tendent that she had resigned. The
salary of the matron {5 $66.66 per
month, and a voucher for $17.25, the
amount due for eight days' service, was
made out, and Miss Keating signed ft.
This voucher recited the fact that it
was “in payment in full for all serv-
ices rendered the state.” It was sent
to the Board of Public Lands and
Buildings for approval. But it was
never approved; it was abstracted by
somebody and made away with.

He also informed the governor that
he did not believe Miss Keating would
do such a thing. “Well,” sald the
governor, “just send her a voucher
made out for the full amount and see
what she will do.” Again Superin-
tendent Lang informed him he would
do nothing of the kind. *“I will sign
the voucher on the back in blank.”
said the superintendent, “and I wiil
leave the matier of making the fraud-
ulent claim to Miss Keating." Super-
intendent Lang did this very thing.
and he also at the same time, on learn-
ing that Judge Sullivan was mixed up
in the matter, sent the following let-
ter to Judge Sullivan:

“"BEATRICE, Neb, Oct. 7, 1809,
“Hon. J. J. Sullivan:

“My Dear 8ir—1 learned from some
gources that youw are not satisfled with the
idisposition of Miss Ablgall Keating., Your
letter of Ingulry to me a short time ago
wag courteously ani kindly answered,
Btated to you the facts—that Miss Keat-
Ing reslgned her position and turned over
her keya of this Institutlon on the Sth
day of August, 189, and that she moved
all of her belongings then from this insti-
tution, and has acted In no way since:
that she then notified employes of this (n-
stitutlon that she had resigned, that 1
did not dlsmliss her, and that at that time
it wag made public in Beatrice that that
was fhe case. 1 made out said vouchers
for the time served and sent them to the
secretary of state. Believing that she s
acting under your advice 1 say to you
that 1 am much surprigsed at the stand
f-uu take In this matter. That she has
wen uged Kindly and was advised rightly
cannot be denled, that she resigned the
fth day of August, 1889, can be supporied
by the aMdavit of the employes of this
institution and the press of Beatrice,
and that she never returned to this in-
gtitution, I am deallng in this matter
for the state of Nebraska as I would with
individuals, and I am sorry to think that
we have any man or woman in our ranks
that would demand of me, who has loyal-
1y supported your honor, or ask any par-
ty to make any affidavit of service under
#uch clreumstances, [ have forwarded
her a blank for record for her to fill out
which 1 presume she will, acting under
yvour advice. I have the wriplleate vouch-
er signed and receipted by her without
any crasures, and If such clerical era-
sures appear on the original voucher as
is often the case, 1 never had any inten-
tion of filling out vouchers for any more
than time served. 1 often make the er-
ror in fNlling out for full month when part
is only served, so the eriginal voucher
corrected shows exactly what amount was
due for time served. 1 think our party
and state officlals have treated you very
kindly, and hope that you appreciate the
kindness fully, Yours truly,

S“BENJAMIN F. LANG, M. D,
“Superintendent of Institute fer Feeble

Minded Youth.'

At the same time he mailed a vouch-
er signed in blank to Miss Keating,
appended to which was the following
caustic letter:

“BEATRICE, Neb,, Oct, 17, 1800,
“Miss Abigail Keating:

“As 1 understand there has heen some
talk as to the amount due you from this
institute, 1 have sent out vouchers for
you to fill out for time served at this in-
stitution amd on duty. You will fill out
the same and swear to them. [ trust
that you will observe that it 1s to he n
matter of record, amnd also, that the mun-
ner in which you left the institution s
known to each and nll In my dealing
with the state of Nebraska 1 observe the
same rale that 1 would In dealing with
Individunls. ‘That you reslgned your po
pition here the Sth day of August, s,
and turned over the Keys of your volun-

tary aet, goes without Jdispute I regret
very much that any person of our party
or of the state of Nehraskas would nsk me
to do an net of record that 1 da naot
deem pradent, | signed the voucher on

on the back, expecting you to il out for

time served Yours respectfully
BENJAMIN F. LANG, M D
“Buperititvilent

One week afterwards Buperintenaent
lLang recelved the following reply
from Judge Bulllvan, written from Co
lumbus, Neb., on a letterhead of the
wipreme eourt

BUPHREME COURY OF NENRASKA

UL ML R i ) "

tw. W F. Lang
Ivear Bir—Your fasor of recent dat

vaby el My views of 1 matter absaut
whivh youm Wrile e ire  Lhes Misn
Keating was matron of the jonstitultioon
furtng Atdgrist Mhe was ready and w
Ing VYoo b the Work Inebkont ta N 1 i
tion and was therefore, » qully i Sl
ally entitledd T T the sulary i
" na that | am abligwd ta differ w

tegard 1o the Justive of her elalm, 1

maln, very raly ywul

J J MU LLIVAN

Miss Keating signed the youcher for
the full month, swore o I, and res
turped i o Superintendent Lang (o d
furwarnded to Lincoln Auperintend
ent Lang refused 1o have anything o
do with it and sent I back o her
She then sentl It to Linewln, but there
muat have boen quite & S rangle oyer
M as N was sl allowod until tvie
ber 3th and was not pald until Nao
vamber Tk (Beoe Voucher B 04900 )

Appended to the voucher i3 a letter
from Governor Poynter to Auditor
Cornell under date of November 23, in
which the governor savs:

“Bo far as I am Informed Miss Keating
wias matron at Deatrice and entitled to
her full salary untll September 1. Evi-
dently o mistake has been made In allow-
Ing Miss Keating's voucher for salary
from August 1st to August Sth, and then
alterwards allowing her a full month for
August, She sghould be nllowed for her
full month for August, but not double
allowance for part of the month.”

It would appear from this that the
first voucher for $17.75 had been al-
lowed before the scheme was concocted
to draw pay for the full month., If
this was done, however, the records
fuil to dlaclose ft. It navors somewhat
of Millkin's “corn meal” and it is poas-
sible that it is a problem of that char-
acter,

Nelther is this the anly Instance
wherein the state treasury has been
looted by salary grabs of this nature.
Under the superintendency of Dr,
Sprague, who preceded Dr. Lang, a
henchman of the fusionists, one C, W.
Phelps, was steward, He was of a
charitable turn of mind, especially in
dealing with himse!f. The drst thing
he did was to gather remnants of a
large family around him at the insti-
tute and feed them at the expense of
the state. At times, th: Phelps fam-
fly was well represented at the festal
board, The number is variously esti-
mated at from five to thirteen, the
records of the institute being in such
shape that nothing decfinite ecan be
learned as to the number of people
outside the inmates living there at the
expense of the state. True to tra-
dition, Phelps became obstreperous, re-
fuged to obey the superintendent, and,
after a period of mon h:, during
which time he kept the institution in
turmoil, he abdicated, He was a hold-
over from the Holeomb administration,
and hiz only recommendation was that
he nesded the position to support his
family,

Shortly after Poynter entered upon
the discharge of his duties Dr. Sprague
went to him and lald the Phelps case
in his hands. Poynter told him he
had no interest in Phelps any more
than in thousands of other men, and
that if Phelps was a disturbing charac-
ter he should be summarily dismissed.
Relylng on this, Dr. Sprague gave
Phelpa thirty days notice to quit the
institution. Phelps paid no attention
to the notice, The first notice was
given March 1st. On the last dayv of
March, seeing that Phelps had taken
no action towards moving his effects,
Dr. 8prague gave him a written no-
tice annoupcing his d smiscal. This
nctice Phelps took to th: governor,
and, though having authorized Dr,
Sprague to remove Phe ps, Governor
Poynter, for some unknown reason,
turned a complete gomersault, and in-
stead of upholding the superintendent,
told Phelps to return to the institu-
tion and stay there., He was relleved
of his dutles on the last day of March,
but setayed at the in titute with his
family until June $th, at which time
both he and Dr, Sprague retired. Hav-
ing nothing but spare t'me c¢n his
hands, Phelps turned his at'ention to
creating discorid, going among the em-
ploves and telling them that they
might with impunity disotey the or-
ders of the supcrintendent, that he
had a “pull” with Governor Poynter
and would back them up. When the
change came and Phelps had to go per-
fect bedlam re‘gnid. However, since
April 1st, Phelps' salary had been held
up. He had performed no services and
was entitled to no pay. But he got
his pay, and, like the Keating case,
it was through the instrumentality of
Governor Poynter. Dr. Sprague resist-
ed payment of th» claim, protested that
Phelps had not worked at the insti-
tute and was therefore not entitled to
draw any pay, and, on learning that
iovernor Poynter was alding Phelps in
his effort to get the money, filed with
the auditor a sworn statement (Sep-
tember 18th) to th> effect that he
discharged Phelps April 1st, and that
from that date until June 15th Phelps
was neither steward nor employed In
an'y capacity at the institute, That he
(Sprague) did not withdraw any re-
quest on the governor for the dis-
charge of Phelps, nor consent to his
remaining., That he made no reguest
on the governor to dischargs him for
he discharged himself, as under the
law as interpreted by Holeomb and the
State Beard, he bad a right and the
authority to do, In the fiee of this,
Governor Povaler wrote the following
letter to Auditor Cornell, being care-
ful. however, nct to make onth to it

“I herehy cortify that Mr, C. W, 'helps
was steward of the nstitute at Beatrice
pnill June 3, v Prior to that time D
Nprngue, the st rintend:s nt rosquent el
the remaoval of Phe'y from the stewnard-
ship, but subseq tiy withdrew the e
Qguenl LN T I with m that Mr
Fhoelps showa be retained, and he was re-
talned untll June 2uth
W. A IMIYNTER, Governoe
Here 1t 15, one official under oath
leclares that Phelps was discharged
April 12t and another “certifies™ that
|'n- wWAs not The one who mada the

mth was at the Institute and In charge
of It, and certainly ought to speak nd
visedly The other was at the capitol
st Lincoln, forty milea away, and had
no way of knowing the facts other

than hy hearsary There |» a g'aring
neonsisteney (n the statements of the
twa men Sprague sava under cath

|

!

|

j':. al .'!.n'.‘ll. did nent rfurm the sery
lows for whicth he waniedd pay that
|!“. pover consentel to Phelps remain

ing and that he never recalied his re

nuest for remoaval Puynter ‘vertifies
that he did

At apy rate Paynter and Phelps sar
| riedd 1) day and Phelpe. in addition
tis livind with sey | of his Pasuily ot

the nstitule and deing bothing

pald 22230 the Ml salary Por that
Limge Jog Voucher L M

OUTRAGE ON TAXPAYERS.

Perhaps one of the most shameful
outrages that has been perpetrated on
the taxpayers of the state by the fu-
sion regency is the maintenance of thg
name of Mrs. Thomas upon the pay
roll of the state. Mrs, Thomas kas
her name on the pay roll because, and
only because, she is the mother of
State Oll Inspector Sprecher, who I8
reputed to be Governor Poynter's most
trusted orderly. She is a woman who
has crossed the meridian of life, be-
ing about 60 years of age. She has
held the position of matron, first at
Lincoln, then at Norfolk, and was
from Norfolk transferred to Beatrice,

At Beatrice she stubbornly refused
to perform any of the dutles incident
to the position, and the duties of ma-
tron are being performed by the wife
of the superintendent, who draws a
salary of $25 per month. Thus, two
persons are on the pay roll for the
same office, and the state pays $01.66
per month, simply that the mother of
a leading fusion politician may have
her name on the pay roll and live in
luxury., The wife of the superintend-
ent is not envious of her position and,
according to her own words, she is
“forced to do the work in order to
prevent disease, gickness and death
among the inmates as a result of fiith
and uncleanliness, as Matron Thomas
refuses to perform the duties.” Ever
since she has been at the institute
at Beatrice she has, with her 18-yoqr-
old daughter, Uved luxuriantly in
apartments at the institute, drawn a
salary of $66.66 per month and refused
to perform the duties of matron.

Only a few weeks ago Superinten-
dent Lang resolved to submit to the
Indignities no longer and summarily
dismissed- for insuberdination Matron
Thomas, Miss Mutz, Miss Candee,
Miss Brady, Miss Spanogle and Misit
Larson.

All provisions, or nearly so, are sup-
plied by contracts, and the rule is to
award contracts to the lowest bidder,
The evil of this is, that the contracts
are let in omnibus form, and, as usual-
ly results, the state pays more for an
article by contract than it could buy
it for In the cpen market. By conspir-
ing with the steward a contractor ean
reap a rich harvest, and to all outside
appearances it would be legitimate.

STALE BREAD FOR INMATES.

Conslderable feeling *as  been
aroused over the reported fact that
Contractor Wolf, who furnished bread
to the institute for the second quarter
of the present year, delivered two
kinds—fresh bread for the officials
and employes and stale bread for the
inmates. When asked what became of
his stale bread Mr. Wolf, without re-
alizing perhaps the force or signifi-
cance of the statement, renlled: “I
sell it to the institute,”

“Do you sell two grades of bread
to the institute,”

“Well, some o. it 1s better than the
other. The old man (meaning his de-
livery clerk) takes out some fresh
bread every morning, but I don't know
whether he leaves any at the institute
or not. What I send out there for the
institute is the unszold bread I get re-
turned from the grocery stores."

“Do you ever take stale bread back
from the grocery stores?”

“Yen'

“What do you do with it?"

“I gell it to the institute.”

“Do you take back any stalr bread
from the Institute?” :

.an"l

Other bakers are required to sell
their stale bread, and do it every 1lay,
for five cents a barrel. It is used for
food for hogs and horses. Not so with
Contractor Wolf. He sold his to the
state for 32.40 per hundred pounds,
When asked about it Superintendent
Lang persisted in a flat denial and de-
clared that, so far as he knew, there
was not a word of truth in it. He said
that he and his wife used the same
quality of bread supplied to the in-
mates, The bread received was re-
ceived by the steward and not by Su-
perintendent Lang and Superintendent
Lang would therefore know little or
nothing about the quality of the ma-
terial delivered. However, the author-
ity for the statement that stale bread

" was delivered is Contractor Wolf, the

man who delivered the goods.
A DEPLORABLE SPECTACLE.

To close the chapter, which is but a
partial recitation of the facts, it is
enough to say that the Beatrice Insti-
tute of itself presents a bitter arraign-
ment of the fusion party. It is not a
pleasant subject for contemplation that
this institute, designed to care for al-
most helpless and defenseless people,
should be converted into a political
mad-house and maintained as a resort
for broken-down politiclans and party
henchmen. It is bad enough that the
state should be required to support an
army of political parasites without
having the treasury exposed to the
rapacity and perfidy of this same ele-
ment. It is no doubt true that counld
the records speak they would discloge
some startling facts.

One instance is recited where a
voupg lady, who was an official at the
institute and who Is now an official at
another Institute, disposed of about
$50 worth of brushes manufactured by
the inmates and made no report of it,
nor has she ever pald over the money
to the state. This s only one Instanece
of dishonesty; there are sald to be
many uthers,

hid Pennsylvanin Law,

By a pecullar arrangement of the
Pennaylvania election law votes are
not canvassed for the candidate for
whom they are east, but for the ticket
or tickets upon which his name ap-
pears. Thua In the election of Chester
(Chester & a strong republican coun-
ty and contalns the town of ( hester
with il large shipyards), both par-
tles ngreed last  year upon  Joseph
Hemphill for common pleas judge.
This s the way the oMelal canvase
was declared Joseph Hemphill, ree

publican, §.182 votes; Joseph Hempe
Rl democrat, 4371 voles, Joseph
Hemphill, fusion, 164 votes: Joseph
Hemphill scattering. 171 voten. There

was no other candidate In the fAeld
Bived 100 Nears,
In Han IHegn rounty, Califernia re
nily there died at the great ame of
111 vears Auwgustineg. chinf of the Re-
quoie tribe of Indians Me had pyled
the ribe ave N years, and In all

pnearly three wonihs was aliowsd and | 1hat time Bad nover Basn lncapaeitats

od by sdekness for mowe than one day
al & timae

1 TRANS-PACIFICTRADE

#“A8 INCREASED FOURFOLD
| WITHIN SEVEN YEARS.

Importance of Manlla as n Distribuating
Market for Chios and Jaipan— Hawnall
and Australin Now Large DBuyers of
American Produoe,

|  The market which the people of the
United States will be able to make in
, the Philippines, while amounting to
many millions of dollars, is, however,
‘& small {tem compared to that which

| opens to them through the possession

of the Philippines as an entre port for
the distribution of American goods in
the Orient. Grouped around Manila
as a polnt of distribution lles the most
densely populated part of the world.
More than 80,000,000 of people form the
population of Japan, Asiatic Russia,
China, French Cochin China, Siam,
British Indla, Australasia, the Dutch
East Indies, ete,, all of which
are necarer to Manila, as a point
of distribution, than any other great
commerclal center, while such cities
as Canton, Shanghal and others are as
near Manlla as Havana is to the city
of New York,

The commerce of this section, of
which Manila may be made a great
commercial center, now amounts to
more than $2,000,000,600 per annum,
and its annual purchases $1,200,000,000
per annum, or an average of $100,000,-
000 a month, Practically all this vast
sum which it sends to other parts of
the world is expended for the class of
goods for which the people of the
United States are now seeking a mar-
ket. Cotton and cotton goods, bread-
stuffs, provisions, dalry products,
manufactures of iron, gteel and woold,
the products of the farm and factory,
are demanded by the people of that
part of the world, A

In most cases the apparent disposi-
tion is for these countries to purchsse
from the people of the United States
rather than from any other section or
people, China, which in 1880 took only
2.6 per cent of her imports from the
United States, in 1898 took 8.2 per
cent of her imports from this country.
Japan, which in 1803 took only 6.8 per
cent of her fmports from the United
Btates, took 14.4 per cent of her fm-
ports from this country in 1888. Our
exports to China, which in the fiscal
year 1893 were but $3,900,457, were In
1899 $14,493,440. Our exports to Japan,
which in 1893 were $3,195,494, were
$17,264,688 In 1899, and in the fiscal
year of 1900 reached $25,000,000,

To British Australasla our exports,
which in 1894 were $8,131,089, were in
1899 $19,777,129, and reached $26,000,-
000 in 1500, To the Hawalian Islands
our exports in 1853 were $2,827663,
and in 1899 $9,205,470, while those of
the fiscal year 1900 were $14,000,000|
To the Philippines our exports In 1897
were less than $100,000, and In the
year 1900 exceeded $2,000,000. Taking
Asia as a whole, our exports, which in
18923 were but $16,222,854, were in 1899
$48,360,161, and in 1900 amounted to
$656,000,000, or four times those of
1893. To Oceania our exports, which
In 1893 were $11,199,477, were in 1900
in excess of $40,000,000. Thus our ex-
portations to Asia and Oceania, which
in 1893 were $27,000,000, were in 1900
upward of $100,000,060, or four times
those of seven years ago.

That such flelds still remain open to
us in the Orient is, however, shown by
the following table, prepared by the
Treasury Bureau of Statistics from the
latest avallable data, showing the val-
ue of the imports and exports of the
Orient and the share of the United
States therein:

Imports. Exports.
British East In-
Y $ 221,552,805 § 365,217,000
British Australa-

TR S T 277,879,000 278, T08, 000
Chins .conni sssssi o 146,077,000 110,844,080
TROBRY ssaens osinn « 138,751,000 82,877,000
Btralts Settle-

ments  ...... eees 108,965,000 97,822,000
Dutch East In-

IR iaeay hEieein 66, 468,000 80,801, 000
Russia, Aslatic 21,679,000 20,458,000
BIRATL ,iviitat wises H 19,354,000 25, 280, 000
Philippine Islands 14,300,000 16, 560, (00
Hawallan Islands. 7,165, 000 15,436, 000
Mauritius .... .... 15. 852, 000
Persla eveses 15,064, (00
Coylon ....os stssss 14,641, (4w
HongKong ...... .. 10, 061, (60
French East In-

BIeN ) sivksnin senen 790, 695 8,088 000
Korea ..oecsee K088, 000

Total Asia and
Coeania .. ... .80,114,087,000  $1,163, 190, 000

BENEFIT OF COLONIES,

Their Commercial and Flosoclal Relation
to Mother Countrioes.

An officlal publication of the bureay
of statistics, Issued some months ago,
shows that the colonles, protectorates,
and dependencles of the world number
136, They occupy two-fifths of the land
surface of the globe, and their popula-
tion is one-third of the entire people
of the earth. Their total Imports av-
erage $1.500.000000 worth of goods an-
nually, and of this vast sum more than
40 per cemt I purchased from the
mother country Of their exports,
which conslderably exceed Imports, 40
per cent go to the mother country
large sums are apnually expended In
the constriuvtion of roads, carals, rall-
Wkye, telegrapha, puatal service
schools, ete, but In most cases the
present ansual expenditures are pro-
duced by local revenues or are repre
senied by loval obhligations

The reventes of the Hritiah colonles
im 1807 were $753.000 000, and thelr ex-
penditures §T40 000 008 While the puls
e dedt In the more important and ae
tive ul Lthese communitiers agdregales
s MNarge sidm. It Is represented by can
ale, rallways, public NMaghwaya bar
Gars. Irvigation, and other public im
provements latefdwd to silmulate com
mearce and productien. the reallroads In
aperation fa the Mettiah culunies alune
agaTegsLINg M9 miles, and s In na
lastance assnmesd by or & charge ypon
tha mother coauntny

M tha L4 colonies, protectargles, M

pendencies aad “spheres of influence,™
which make up the total list, two-fifths
belong to Great Britain, their area
(including the native fendatory states
of India) being considerably more than
one-half the grand total of colonial
population. France is next in order in
number, area and population of col-
onies, though the area controlled by
France !s about one-third that of Great
Britain, and the population of her col-
onies less than one-sixth of thosze of
Great Britain, Commerce bhetween the
successful colonies and their mother
countries is in nearly all cases placed
on practically the same basis as that
with other countries, goods from home
countries receiving in the vast major-
ity of cases no advantages over those
from other countries in import duties,
and other exactions of this character,

We have given to Porto Rico and
Hawail vastly better treatment than {8
usgual with colonies since we make the
ratlo of duty on commerce between
Porto Rico and the United States but
15 per cent of that with other conn-
trles, and even that but temporary;
while in the case of Hawall, which
voluntarily asked admission, we have
continued and enlarged the freedom of
Interchange which already existed un-
der reciprocity,

THE WAR WITH SPAIN.

Its Beglonlng and Endlog from Our
Diplomatio Standpoint,

The instructions given to Minister
Woodford for his guidance at Madrid
directed him to impress upon the gov-
ernment of Spain the sincere wish of
the United States to lend its ald In se-
curing a peace honorable allke to Spaln
and the people of Cuba. A new admin-
{stration in the Spanish government
encouraged the hope that a change of
polley might be adopted which would
result in the pacification of Cuba, but
this hope was doomed to disappoint-
ment., After long and patient negotia-
tion in the interest of peace, to the
evils which had so long pressed upon
this country in consequence of the In-
surrection, was added a serles of incl-
dents that rendered necessary, on
April 21, 1898, an armed intervention
to terminate the humiliation Imposed
by the conditlon of affalrs. The brief
and brilliant period of war with Spaln
was followed by preliminaries of peace,
slgned on August 12, providing for the
relinquishment of soYereignty over
Cuba, the cesslon of Porto Rico and
other Islands belonging to Spain in the
West Indles, together with an Island
in the Ladrones, to be selected by the
United States, and the occupation of
territory in the ecity and viclnity of
Manila, pending the conclugion of a
treaty of peace which should deter-
mine the control, digposition, and gov-
ernment of the Philippines,

When the commissioners of the
United States, sent to Paris to nego-
tiate a treaty of peace with the repre-
sentatives of Spaln, confronted the
problem of settlement, it became evi-
dent that the interests of the popula-
tion of the Phillppine Islands,the peace
of the world, and the consistent com-
pletion of the task of the pacification
undertaken by the govermment allke
demanded a cession of the entire Phil-
ippine archipelago to the United States,
At the same time justice to a forelgn
foe and the magnanimous spirit of the
American people seemed to require a
recognition of the actual expenditures
of 8pain in the Internal Improvement
of the islands, and the sum of $20,000,-
000 was agreed upon as a suitable com-
pensation for the transfer of this
great archipelago, whose extensive
public lands, estimated at one-half the
whole area of the islands, rich in min-
eral wealth and forests of valuable
timber, will prove abundantly sufficient
to justify this expenditure and to pro-
vide resources for a future govern-
ment, ;

Qur Malls on the Ocean.

One of the favorite claims put forth
by American free traders who oppose
legislation for the upbullding of our
shipping in the foreign trade is the
one which pretends that the subsidies
paid by Great Britain is merely for the
carriage of mails, and they endeavor
to create the impression that it is a
purely business transaction, having no
regard for the interests of the British
ships thus subsidized. But the fallacy
of this claim is apparent when we find
an eminent Briton, a member of Par-
ilament, and famous for his aszitation
in favor of reduced charges for mall
transportation—J. Henniker Heaton—
make the following quotation in a let-
ter to the British [Postmaster Gen-
eral a few years ago. Sald Mr, Heat-
on:

“When, however, 1 introduced a
resolution on the subject on March 350
last, Mr. H. H. Fowler, then Socretary
to the Treasury, stated that already,
even at the present high charges, there
Is & loss of £L365,000 g year, or L1,000
a day, on the foreign and colonlsl ser-
viee of the Hritlsh postoMee.”

The difference between the subsidy-
paying Britlsh nation and our own Is
that the former loses about §2.000 000
on the transaction, while the United
Htates, on the othe: hand, earns
shout J2 000000 & year net, over exs
penses, for the earrviage of lis foreign
malls. The passage of the ship sub-
aidy bl now pending In  Congress,
howevar, will effect a needed reform
i the carriages of Amerioan malls, and
at the same time balll up our ship
plag trade 10 Ity old-time pre-smi
nepoe

Furt. Misa Prospereus

The lmports aml exparta of Porto
Rice for tae month of May, 1H0, were
each about 100 per ceut greater than
for the vorresponding moenth of the
year 1895 Thia s the paverty and dis
treas 16 which the Domorratle plat-
torm sald the Republicans had doomed
the Wwland

Batanan it -

RURAL FREE DELMZRY.

How This Republiean Folley Was Ese
tended.

Rural free delivery of mail s the
offspring of the McKinley administra-
tion of the postofiice department. Its
development from the insignificant be=
ginning of 44 routes and an appropria-
tion of §40,000 for the fiscal year which
closed in 1897 to its present magnificent
proportions, with the rural routes num-
bered by the thousands and an appro-
priation of #1,750,000 voted for its
further exlension during the present
fiscal year, has all been brought about
by the McKiuley government,

A movement to broaden the free de-
livery of the maills was started by
Postmaster General Wanamaker, under
the Republican administration of Gen.
Harrison. It took the form of village
free dellvery, and was more an exten-
slon of city delivery to smaller com-
munities than a free delivery to farm-
ers, But, limited as was {ts scope and
successful though it was in increasing
postal receipts and postal facilitles, it
encountered  Democratic opposition;
and when Mr. Cleveland came in, his
postmaster general, fearing its effect in
popularizing Republican principles and
disseminating Republican literature,or-
dered it dropped,

It was a Republican administration
that concelved and executed the ldea of
brightening the home of the farmer,
eduecating his children, increasing the
value of his land, compelling the Im-
provement of the roads, and bringing
him news of the markets and of the
weather, s0 as to secure him a better
price for his crops by dellvering his
dally mail to him on his farm. Every
Democratic house of representatives
since the ldea was first broached of
carrying the mails to the rural dis-
tricts has declared against it. The
Forty-third Congress, with a Democrat
from North Carolina as chairman of
the committee on postofices and post-
roads, proclalmed the plan Impossible
and turned it down. Postmaster Gen-
eral Bissell, Postmaster General Wil-
son, and First Assistant Postmaster
General Jones, in the Cleveland admin-
Istration, all took up the cry of ex-
travagance and Impossibility of execu-
tion. Consequently, littla or nothing
was done to glve the farmers access to
the malls till Cleveland went out of
office,

When First Assistant Postmaster
General Perry 8. Heath took up the
rural service under the direction of
the president and the postmaster gen-
eral, in March, 1897, it was langulshing
to the point of extinguishment, and in
a few months more would have been
starved to death, like Mr. Wanamaker's
village delivery. The official reports of
the postoffice department record that
it was almost with surprise that Presi-
dent McKinley and those to whom he
intrusted the adminlstration of postal
affairs learned that there was such a
thing as an experimental rural free-de-
livery mall service in progress,

They at once grasped [ts possibilities
and advoecated its immedlate develop-
ment, and a Republican congress gen-
erously seconded their efforts. Under
thefr vivifying touch it has grown un-
til there is now not a state in the union
that has not felt the civilizing and edu-
cational influence of rural free mail
delivery, and not one that does not de-
gire a further expansion of the service.
On the 1st of June, 1900, there were
1,200 rural services in actual operation
and 2,000 applications for an extension
of the system In process of establish-
ment by speclal agents detailed for that
purpose,

The appropriations for the rural free
delivery service have been increased
from $50,000, in the flscal year 1897-98,
to $150,000 in 1898-99; then to $450,000
in 1899-1800, and lastly to $1,750,000 for
the present fiscal year, 1900-1901.

Three years' experience has shown
that in well-selected rural districts the
mails can be distributed to the domi-
ciles of the addressees or in boxes
placed within reasonable distance of
the farmer's home, at some cross-road
or other convenlent spot, at a cost per
piece not exceeding that of the free
delivery in many of the citles of the
United States. In the vast majority of
communities where it has been tested
the rural free dellvery service has ob-
talned so strong a hold that publie
sentiment would not permit its discon-
tinnance, It has been a revolution,
and revolutions do not move back-
ward.

It costs very little more than the old
colonial style of postal service which
it supersedes, and it invariably brings
a large and compensating increase in
the amount of postal receipts turned
into the treasury. But even it it does
cost more than the obsolete old plan,
are not the farmers entitled to some of
the Leuefits of the government which
they help so liberally to support by
thelr taxation? The country can well
afford to continue and extend a system
which makes better cltizens and hap-
pler homes and contributes largely to
the mental, moral and material ad-
vancement of the plain peaple

Rural fres delivery of mall has come
to stay, and the Republican adminis-
tration, which brought it Into being,
will stay with It

-

ALsul Nebrasha s Mogs

Nebraska hogs sald in Omaha, May
Tat, at §4.50 per bead more than od
he same date four years sgo, yet the
World-Herald, Mr. Heyan's peorsonal
urgan, which s pablished In Omaba,
asseried very vigorously during the
1604 campalgn that the prices of nn
farm products coull sdvance without
the free and unlimited colnige of all
| weu,
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