TALMAGES SERMON.

DEWEY THE SUBJECT FOR LAST
SUNDAY.

Srom Text, James, Chaptor 3, Verse 4, né
Follows: “Behold Also the Ships”—A
Roview of Qur Nawval Hercoes aund
Those of Other Metions.

If this exclamation was appropriate
about elghteon hundred and seventy-

two years ago, when it was written
concerning the crude fishing emacks
that sailed Lake Galilee, how much

more appropriate in an age which has
launched from the dry docks for pur-
poses of peace the Oceanle of the
White Star line, the Lucania of the
Cunard line, the Kaiser Wilhelm der
Grosse of the North German Lloyd
line, the Augusta Victorla of the Ham-
burg-American line; and In an age
which for purposges of war has launched
the serew-sicops like the ldaho, the
Shenandoah, the Qssipee, and our tron-
clads like the Kalamazoo, the Roun-
oke and the Dunderberg, and thosze
which have already been burled in the
deep, like the Monitor, the Housatonle
and the Wechawken, the tempests ever
since sounding a volley over thelr
watery sepulchres; and the Oregon,
and the Drooklyn, and the Texas, and
the Olympla, the [owa, the Massachu-
selts, the Indlana, the New York, the
Marfetta of the last war, and the
scarred veterans of war shipping, llke
he Consgtitution, or the Alllance, or

“the Constellation that have swung into

the. naval yards to spend thelr last

(days, thelr decks now all silent of the

et that trod them, thelr rigging all

Bllent of the hands that elung to them,

them,

i
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If in the first century, when
war vessels were dependent on the
oars that paddled at the side of them
for propulsion, my text was Bugges-

u!'l. with how much more emphasis

#and meaning and overwhelmi!ng reml-
iBcence we can cry out, as we see the
Kes grge lay across the bows of the

dabama end sink It, teaching forelgn
ons they had better keep their
nds off our American fight, or as
1 gec the ram Albemarie of the Con-
lerates running out and in the
@mnoke, and up and down the coast,
fowing everythingz into confusion as
B other craft ever did, pursued by the
ami, the Ceres, Lthe Southfield, the
gsacus, the Mattabesett, the White-

. Bead, the Commodore Hull, the Louisl-
" @na, the Minnesota and other armed

wvessels, all trylng In vain to eatch her,
until Capt. Cushing, 21 years of age,

" and his men blew her up, himself and

only one other escaping; and as [ see
the flagship Hartford, and the Rich-
mond, and the Monongehela, with
‘other gunboats, sweep past the batter-
fes of Port Hudson, and the Missals-
sippt flows forever free to all northern
and southern craft, and under the fire
of Dewey and his men the Spanish
ghips at Manila burn or sink, and the
fleet rushing out of Santlago harbor
are demolizhed by our guns, and the
brave Cervera surrenders, I cry out
with a patriotic emotion that I cannot
guppress if I would, and would not if
1 eould, “Behold also the ships.”

Full justice has been done to the

men who at different times fought on
the land, but not enough has been sald
of those who on ghip’s deck dared and
guffered all things. Lord God of the
rivers and the sea, help me in tkis
srmon! So, ye admirals, command-
@, captains, pilots, gunners, boats-
mins, sailmakers, surgeons, stokers,
gessmates and seamen of all names,
. use your own parlance, we might
well get under way and stand out
o sea. Let all land lubbers go ashore,
11 speed now! Four bells!
Never since the sea fight of Lepanto,
vhere 2300 royal galleys, manned by
warriors, at sunrise, Sept, 6,
1571, met 250 royal galleys, manned by
120,000 men, and io the four houwrs of
battle 8,000 fell on one side, and 25,000
on the other; yea, never since the day
when at Actlum, thirty-one years be-
fore Christ, Augustus with 260 ships
seattered the 2206 ships of Mare An-
tony, and gaiped unlversal dominion
as the prize; yea, since the day when
At Salamis the 1,200 galleys of the Per-
sians, manned by 500,000 men, were
crushed by Greeks with less than a
third of that force; yea, never since
the time of Noah, the first ship cap-
taln, has the world seen such a mirac-
ulous ereation as that of the American
pavy Iin 1861

There were about 200 avallable sea-
men in all the naval stations and re-
celving ships, and here and there an
old vessel. Yet orders were given Lo
blockade 35600 miles of seacoast—
greater than the whole coast of Eu-
rope—and besides that the Ohlo, Ten-
pessos, Cumberiand, Misslssippl, sad
other great rivers, covering an extent
of 2000 miles, were 10 be patrolled
No wotder the whaole eivillzed world
burst inte gulfaws of laughter at the
seeming Impossibility, BPut the work
was done, done Almost immediately,
done « thoroughly, and done with »
speed and  consummate skill that
eclipsed all the history of naval archi
tecture. What brilllant achlevements
are .u""l"' by the mere mention of
the names of the rear-admirala! It

all thay did should be wiltlen, every |

ohe, | suoposs that wven the world
fteell conld not contalp the books that
should b written. Hat thess pames
have recelved the honors dus  The
most of thesms went o thelr graves
ubder the cannonade of all the forts,
davy yards and men-of war, the fags
of all (he shipping and eapitals at hait-
Winat,

I revite to-day the deeds of our naval
harces, many of whom have wmt yel

teasived appropricte revagnition, “le. | was & mystery.

| Preure

hold also the ships.” As we will never
know what our national prosperity is
worth until we realize what it cost, 1
recall the unrecitad fact that the men
of the mavy in all our warg ran espe-
ctal risks. They bhad not only the
humag weaponry to contend with, but
the tid=s, we fog, the storm. Not like
other saips could they run inte barbor
at the aperoach of an equinox, or a
eyelone o7 a hurrlegne, becmuse the
harbore were hostile. A miscalenia-
tion of a tide might leave them om a
bar, anc a {og might overthrow all the
plans of the wisest commodore and ad-
miral, and accldent might leave them
on the land ready for an ambu-
lance, but at the bottom of the sen, as
when In our civil war the torpedo blew
up the Tecumseh In Moblle bay, and
nearly all on board perished. They
were at the merey of the Atlantie and
Pacific ocenns, which have no mercy.
Such tempests 2as wrecked the Bpanish
Armada might any day swoop upon the
quadron, No hiding behind the earth-
works, No digging in of cavalry spurs
at the sound of retreat. Mightler than
all the fortresses on all the coasts s
the ceean when it bombards a flotilla,

In the cemeteries for Federal and
Confedernte dead are the bodles of
most of those who fell on the land.
IBut where those are who went down
in the war vessels will not be known
until the sea gives up its dead. The
Jack tars knew that while loving arms
might carry the men who fell on the
land and bury them with solemn 1it-
urgy and the honors of war, for the
bodles of those who dropped from the
ratlines into the sea, or went down
with all on board under the stroke of
a gunboat, there remained the shark
and the whale and the endless tossing
of the sea which cannot rest. Once a
year, In the decoration of the graves,
those who fell on the land are re-
membered; but how about the graves
of those who went down at sea? Noth-
ing but the archangel's trumpet shall
reach their lowly bed. A few of them
were gathered into naval cemeteries of
the land, and we every year garland
the sod that covers them; but who will
put flowers on the fallen erew of the
exploded Westfleld and Shawsheen,
und the sumken Southfleld and the
Winfield Scott? Dullets threatening
in front, bombs threatening from
above, torpedoes threatening from be-
neath, the ocean, with its reputation
of 6,000 years for shipwreck, Ilying all
around, am I not right In saylng it
required a special courage for the navy
in 1865, as it required especlal courage
in 18087

It looks picturesque and beautiful to
ses a war vessel golegz out through
the Narrows, sallors Iu new rig slng-
ing—

not

“A life on the ocean wava,
A home on the rolling deep!”

~the colors gracefully dipping to pass-
ing ships, the decks [mmaculately
clean, and the guns at quarantine
firlng a parting ealute. But the poetry
is all gone out of that ship as it comes
out of that engagement, its decks red
with human blood, wheelhouse gone,
the cabins a pile of shattered mlrrors
and destroyed furniture, steering-
wheel broken, smokestack crushed, a
hundred-pound Whitworth rifle shot
having left its mark from port to star-
board, the shrouds rent away, ladders
splintered and decks plowed up, and
smoke-blackened and scalded corpses
lving among those who are gasping
thelr last gasp far away from home
and kindred, whom they love as much
as we love wife and parents and chil-
dren.

O, men of the American navy re-
turned from Manila and Santiago and
Havanpa, as well as those who are sur-
vivors of the naval conflicts of 1863
and 1804; men of the western gulf
squadron, of the eastern gulf squad-
ron, of the south Atlantie squadron,
of the north Atlantie squadron, of the
Mississipp! sgquadron, of the Paclfie
squadron, of the West Indla squadron,
and of the Potomac flotiila, hear our
thanks! Take the benedietion of our
churches., Accept the houspltalities of
the natlon. If we had our way we
would get you not only a pension, but
a4 home and a princely wardrobe and
an equipage and a bangquet while you
live, and after your departure a cata-
falque and a mausoleum of sculptured
marble, with a model of the ship In
which you won the day. It is consld-
ered & gallant thing when, in a naval
fight, the Nugship with its blue ensign
goes ahead up a river or into & bay,
its admiral standing In the shrouds
watching and giving orders, DBut |
have to tell you, O veteraus of the
American navy! If you are as loyal
to Christ as you were to the govern-
ment, there Is & fagshlp salling ahead
of you, of which Christ s the admiral,
and he watches from the shrouds and
the heavens are the blue ensign, and
he leads you toward the harbor, and

cannot damage you, and ye whoss gar-
menta were once red with your own
blood shall have a robe washed and
made white in the blood of the Lamb
Then strike elght bella! High noon in
heaven'

While we are heartily gresting and
| bangueting the sallur-patriots just pow
returued, we st not forget the vet:
erana of the pary sow In marine hos
pliale, or spending thelr ald days in
thelr owa of thelr shildren’'s home
I stends. Ohb, yo veiorana' | eharge you
| bear uwp under the aches and weak
nesass Ihal you Ul earry fram the
war timea You ais hol aa stalwart
‘a8 you would have wen but for that
Berveu® straln and far that wirifle o
Lot svery ache and paln, in
stead of depressing. temind you ol

| your Adelity. The sinking of the Wee

hawhen off Morvls lsland, oo & ls2

Bhe wab wol under .

all the broadsides of earth and hell |

fire. The sen was 20t rough. But
Admiral Dablgren, from the deck of
the flag steamer I’hiladelphia, saw her
gradually sinking, and finally she
struck the ground, but the flag still
floated above the wave in sight of the
shipping. It was afterward found that
she sapk from weaknpess through in-
Juries in previous service. Her plates
had been knocked loose f previous
times. Bo you have in nerve, and mus-
cle, and bone, and dimmed eyesight,
and difflcult henring, and shortness of
breath, many intimations that you are
gradually going down, It is the sery-

lce of many years ago that is telling |

on you. Be of good cheer., We
yYon just gs much as though your life
blood had gurgled through the scup-
pers of the ship in the Red river ex-
pedition, or as though you had gone
down with the Melville off Hatteras,
Only keep your flag filying, as did the
Hlustrious Weebhawken. Good cheer,
my boys! The memory of man Is poor,
and all that talk about the country
never forgetting those who fought for
It 18 an untruth. It does forget. Wit-
ness lhow the veterans sometimes had
to turn the hand organs on the street
to get thelr families a living, Witness
how ruthlessly some of them were
turned out of office that some bloat of
4 politjelan might take thelr place,
Witness the fact that there is not a
man or woman now under forty-five
years of oge who has any full appre-
ciation of the four years’ martyrdom
of 1861 to 1865, Inclusive., But while
men may forget, God never forgets.
He remembers the swinging hammock.
He remembers the forecastle, He re-
members the frozen ropes of that Janu-
ary tempest. He remembers the ampu-
tation without sufficient ether., He re-
members the horrors of that deafening
night when forts from both sides
belehed on you thelr fury, and the
heavens glowed with ascending and de-
scending misslles of death, and your
ship quaked under the recoil of the one
Lhundred pounder, while all the gun-
ners, according to command, stood on
tiptoe, with mouth wide open, lest the
concussion shatter hearing or brain,
He remembers it all better than you
remember it, and in some shape re-
ward will be given, God is the best
of all paymesters, and for those who
do thelr whole duty to him and the
world, the pension awerded is an evers
lasting heaven,

Owe

Enterprising.

Frequent interruptions by peddlers
and agents of all gorts are naturally
looked upon by busy men with any-
thing but equaniinity. Over the door
of a lawyer's office in Boston hangs a
skull and cross-bones, and underneath
s the slmple [nseription: “This was a
book agent.” It is said that the hint
bas Leen of value to many subsequent
visitors. When a man has acquired a
national repuiation, the unwiszhed-for
demands upon his time assume alarm-
ing proportions. The persistence of
unwelcome guests seems to recognize
no obstacle, Mark Twaln once told
Rudyard Kipling an amusing story of
one of the worst of his persecutors,
and Mr, Kipling has given it to Amerl-
can readers fin his recent volume,
“From Sea to Sea.” "I spend,” sald
Mark Twain, “nine months of every
year at Hartford, and people come In
and call at all hours, The fifth man,
one day, was the only one in the
crowd who had a card of his own. He
gent up the card, ‘Ben Koontz, Hanni-
bal, Missourl.” 1 was ralsed in Hannl-
bal, Ben was an old schoolmate of
mine, Consequently I threw the house
wide open and rushed, with both hands
out, at a big, fat, heavy man, who was
not the Ben 1 had known, nor any-
thing llke him. ‘But it is you, Ben' ]
said; ‘you've altered in the last thou-
sand years," The fat man sald: *‘Well,
I'm not Koontz exactly, but | met him
down in Missourl and he told me to be
sure and call on you, and he gave me
his ecard, and'—here he acted a little
gcene for my benefit. ‘If you can walit
a minute till 1 get out my circulars. 1
am not Koontz, exactly, but I am trav-
eling with the fullest line of lighting-
rods you ever saw.' [ shut the door,
He was not Den Koontz, exactly, not
my own gchoolfellow, but | hiad shaken
him by both hands, in love, and | had
been bearded by a lightnine-rod man
in my own house."

Up to the Mashroom's Mouth,

One of the storles of the late Victor
Cherbuliez, the Fronch-Swiss man of
letters, {llustratea finely the true spirit
of the publisher. Duloz, the editor
of the Revue des Deux Mondes, once
bad at his country house In Savoy a
numerous company of Hterary people,
one of whom was Cherbuliez. Cher-
bulieg contributed regularly, every
other year, a novel to the columns of
the Revue, and a story of his wag at
that time running in the periodical,
The guests had been out for a walk,
and bad amused themselves with gath.
ering mushrooms, which were cooked
for dianer. As the company were sit-
ting down, [t occurred o one of the
party that undoubtedly some of the
people who had taken pary in gather-
ing the muhrooms knew nothing
about them., and that there might be
pok wmous fungl I the collection. This
refleciwwn so affected the company that
all the people present, with the escep-
tion of Cherbullea decilued 1o partake
of the disb. He alone sttacked I, with
guste.  Thereupoen bulos showed sud-
den and inlense alarm Cherbuliea!
Cherbullea' What aie you aboul™ he
v lalmed HewmemLor that You
haven't Anlshed your stury in the Re-
yuel"”
rovms turned cul te
the story was finlahed

-

The Wark of riaven
Women du vies miklng o "!t‘i‘m
Nu wais Witk siy sell vapeet can bg
Indueesd to engade L Thal v upalion
becaver In Npasish Qe M was
work of sloves
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| A-Well, w

Some Leaves From the Record of Testi-
mony in the Bartley Oase,

|

A Great

Have Been Avolded 3

Loss o the N
ling of Appeal
in the Cuwe of the

Mitanle Agninst the

Bartiey Boondsmen Recalls Some Inter

catiog Hacts.

The flling of the appeal in the su-
preme court 4 few days ago, save o
Lincoln corvespondent, of the case ol
the of Nebraska against the

| bondsmen of ex-State Treasurer Joseph
| Bartley bhas revived publie interest in
the tranvactions in the defanlting state
treasurer aud has coused many people
case, Bome rather important and pe-
culiar testimony wag given by Govern-
| or Holcomb in the first trial of the
| cege In Douglas county which, for
some reason, wis not repeated at the
ubsequent trinl of the case, npotwiths
standing the governor testitied at cach

The foilure of Governor Holeomb to
make o proper settlement with Bartley
and his aceeptance of a worthless
bond, whereby the state lost half a
million dollars, I1s a matter of record.
Holeomb was elected governor in the
fall of 1804, Joseph Bartley had then
gerved two years as treasurer and
there was a sugpicion in the minds of
some that his accounts were in bad
shape, The governor-elect was warned

that very careful accounting should
be made to protect the state from pos-
nible loss through a careless settie-
ment. |[u epite of this warning and in
spite of the law, the new governor, ap-
parently b his own carclesenes, al-
lowed Dartley to defraud the state,
After a long and private consultation
with the state treasurer, he accepted a
new bond upon which mogt of the old
and already secountable  bondsmen
qualified for fabulous sums. Accord-
ing to Holcomb’s sworn testimony no
attempt woe made to examine into the
real worth of the bond. On the wit-
ness sgtand IHolecomb admitted that he
knew very little of the transaction and
could not even tell the daote of the
acceptance of the bond.

One of the bondemen was the presi-
dent of a bank which held over $200,-
000 of the state money., The bank was
uot a depesitory and therefore the de-
pogit was unauthorized and illegal.
Governor Holcomb accepted this bank
president as bondsman, who qualified
In the sum of $200,000 “over and above
all debts and labilities.”

The worgt part of the deal was the
pretended settlement with the treas-
urer, The transcript of Holcomb's ev-
fdence {n the Omaha trial i the best
proof and it 1s accessible to the public,

According to this testimony Holcomb
firet held a private congultation with
Bartley and then they both entered
the treasurer's office, where the re-
mained about two hours. The govern-
or testified that he looked over a ledg-
er, or some such book, In which there
were some accountda  Then Bartley
produced a cigar box containing some
slips of paper, representing what
should huave been about $460,000 in
cash, He also produced $50,000 in cash,
The law required it to be all cash,
but according to Holecomb's testimony
“the law was a farce and a sham.”
This testimony is a matter of record,

The governor aid not examine the
slips of paper closely. He admitted on
the witness gtand that he did not know
pusitively whether they were genuine
or not. He knew that the bank which
was not a legal depository was repre-
gented in the clgar box by a slip call-
ing for over $200,000,

The story of the settlement is best
told in the exact words of the record.
The case wase tried before Judge Clin-
ton N. Powell and a jury in QOinaha
during the month of February, 1898,
The following extract from Governor
Holcomb's sworn testimony is from
pages 617 to 622 of the certified record,
bill of exceptions, filed with the ap-
peal of the case in the supieme court
last year, testimony belnyg given on
crosg-examination by J. €| Cowin:

Q.—1 ask what he was charegable
with?

A.-—§056,000 or $058.,000, if 1 remem-
ber rightly:
in suspended bLanks.

Q. 1 understand.
$17.000 only in cash?

Thers was about

A.—In the treasury vaults; elther
that or 847,000,
Q. —There was abour $241,000 that

was tied up in suspended banks, was
there not?

A.—Yes, gir; 1 think so,

loose money ?

A~ln that nelghborhood: 1 was

not have the exact figures,

Q. 1 will ask you ngain, what it was
s Lrought these paper that vou call
certificates of denosit out In?

A —Well, as | remember it was & Ut-
tle bhox.
Q. Cigar box?

A ~—Something of that shape, |
could not say It was a cigar box, bul
something—Iit was similar In slze, the
general shape.

Q. —Of the balance of this, outside uf
the #7000 he produced, none of it In

cash, or 11 I was .5!_0':0 YOU Ay say
it maye bt
A~ No sir; no different from whail

1 sald Moleomb had testified 0o on &
former oecasion and the examination
l vontinuel

Q- He opensd this box that was
| Hke & clgar box, did be show you thess
papers he had®

| A=l do aot remember that It had
! BhY CuNar

U —And them ook out papers that
| he ealled ehevks and cortifiontes ul G-

posit did het
A ~He toak onl pwmtly sertificates
of deposit. Theie may have lwen A
few vheoka
l Q- Have you a list of thewe®
! A No, sy
Q-You hept s wemeratdum of
them dbl vy *
A-~Nao sir, | 4 nst
| Q--Now 4l s the obly time you

ever saw thoee, was 1t sl You pever
l mw them aferwards®

WY khowitdge.

IT IS THAT OF THE EX-GOVERNGR |

OLCONBS PART N 1T

tnte That Might |

to Inquire into the early hilstory of the |

that the treasurer was a defaulter and |

that included the money |
' lied forees of reform.

Q.—That would leave about $713,000

thinking It was about $15000; | may |

Here followed some gquestions cover
ing the same ground, and the examinz-
tion conc'uuasd as follows:

Q.—And then he brought out a e
that looked like a clgar box, from
which he took a lot of papers that he
called certificates of deposit, amount-
lng from $440,000 to §440,0007

A~ do not know whether he
ealled them certificates of deposit or
not; they were certificates of deposit
mostly. There may have been some
banks checks,

Q.—He showed you the papers?

A.~—He ghowed me the certificates of
deposit.

(J.—~Yon looked them over and took

no list of them?

A.—No, | took no list of them.

A~Hot had a list of them.

.—You took no memorandum of |
them?

A.—No, 1 took no memorandum of |
them,

Q.—And you turned them back to

him and he put them back in the clgar

box and went off with theni—is that
right?

A.—He put them in the vault.

Q.—Did you see him put them In the
vault?

A.~—I will not say positively that |
dld,

Q.—And that was the end of the ex-

amingtion?
A.—Yes, that was the end of it

Ciun He Delude the People,

Omaha Bee:: One of the clajims put
forward in behalf of Bilas A, Hol-
comb's candidacy for supreme judge
in the recent address of the papulist
gtate ehmmittee rests upon his “'con-
servatism and eminent fairness in his
every act, both public and private.”

As a matter of fect no person oc-
cupying the executive office of Ne-
braska ever displayed such rank par-
tisanship and manifest unfalrness as
did  Governor Holcomb, especially
from the time he secured the support
of an ndministratioin of his own po-
Htical faith, In no case could he ses
further the lines of his own party or
recognize such a thing as fairness to
political opponents.

The most glaring examples of his
hidebound subserviency to the un-
scrupulous political machine in con-
trol of his party organization is to
found in his cowardly inaction when
the pictorial ballot bill was presented
to him ior his approval end he al-
lowed it to become a law by lapse of
time without his signature. After hav-
ing denounced the pletorial ballot in
vigorous language in his message L)
the legiglature, and having advocated
the retention of the law a8 it then
existed with a few modifications, Gov-
ernor Holecomb silenced his own con-
vietions at the behest of the stuta
house gang and helped put on the
gtatute book a law designed ns n
fraud upcn the people in the interest
of the tripartite political alllance. 8o
partinl and eo partisan was this law
that legiglature Governaor Holcomb's
poptlist succeasor gaw no olher coursa
than to join the republicans in wiping
it out of existence and substituting
for it a measure fair to all,

The same blind partisanship was
clearly demonstrated in almost all of
Governoy Holcomb's officlal acts. In
hig appointments to office where the
law required the recognition of dif.
ferent political parties he persisted In
gelecting men who voted the sama
ticket under the flimsy pretext that
they satisfied the conditions of the
law by masquerading under different
party labels, Not once, but repeatedly,
was the law thus evaded upon guch
technicalities with the palpable pur-
pose of promoting partisan ends and
manufacturing party capital, ;

Can a man who as governor has
showed himself so partisan and unfair
be expected on the bench to be non-
partisan and impartial? Can a man
who in the executive chair has playel
the willing tool of the state hous2
gham reformers be expected as su-
preme judge to be independent of the
machine’'s pressure? How then can
he hope to delude Nebraska voters with
promises of doing better if they will
only give him a vindication by elect-
ing him agaln to another office?

ODumilnons "opoeratle Words,

lLincoln Journal: “Very long will b2
the way, very hard the hills to climb
with Slippery 8i Holeomb welghing
down the popocratic band wagon in
Nebraska.” These prophetic wouds
from a part of an editorial that ap-
peared in the Papillion Times shortly
before the late convention of the gl-
They were the
gpentaneons utterances of a man who
has long been recognized as one of
the foremost fighters in the serried
ranks of popocracy. They were spoken
before the party lush had been swung
by the bosges over the heads of those
who would dissent from ring rule,
Howard = silent now, because Bryan
demands it. Bat, Is Sillas Holecomb
any leas slippery than when those
lines were written? 1f he was dishon-
ost then, Is it likely that he is honest

| now, or will be by ax? by?

Spending the Peaple's Maney,
Deputy Land Commissioner E. W,
Nelson I8 defranding the state out of

| his salary these days, says the Linecoin

Journal, by spending his time at the
headguarters of the popullst state cen-
tral comnilies, Callers at the offies
of Land Commissioner Wolfe who In-
quire for Mr. Nelson have to be toll
that he is at the end of the politieal
machine instead of earning his sal-
ary which the state pays. This sul-
et In consldersd Bt for ancther in
vestigation when the next legislature
wmoets, I Mr. Nelson were able to do
any poodd in the fusion headquarters it

would not be so bod, but & vacation |

on salary fram the stale under pretest
of bwing able W help reform s Bes
slung eform lines s muah preache
by prafvsaional reformers

e Ought ta by pbaln.

Hollrege Cliizen Holcomb s on
the slump hunting for voleos for
prowe Judae I o might be well e
him o esplain his cuonpectioan with

Cthat famous reeosunt commidsion and

e s heme o vount emoigh i andu-
lent ballats 1o seai his old partner on
the supreme bopeh. In view of his
varesd e It ARy womder thatl aven sueh
& slaunch dewswrnl os Blgar Howard
sliter of \he Papliion Vimes, shoakd

pery ML

in & Mool indigeation sall him “Slip i
:
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LESSON IV, OCTOBER 22—EZRA
8: 21-.32.

Ezra's Juurney to Jerusalem—"Tue 1and
All of for Good
Thiat Feelk Him"—Dzra V111: 22.—Tho
Work of Lzra.

of God Is On Them

7. “At (ke river Ahava.” The place 1
unknown but it was probably one of
the conils nesr Bahylon, flowlng Into tho
Fuphrats "Then T proclalmed o fast.™

 Fasting, a i rellglous act, would seem
to hay e basls In (1Y o grlef over sin
#o deep and nter that all desire for
food Is tadion nw (2) In the ald 1o de
| votlon furnished by a4 body unburdened
with food, o a« 1o leave the mind and
| E nrt fru. theler mogst ; Ive and frea condi-
ion. 131 Ir |4 the ural exprossion of
! ':.l‘.' BOrrow f-l" MiD I‘ |' st er IIFH;' !.I'r
the heart to feel deeply; 1 needs 1o ex-
[iress |t feellngs, though thi pronf that
| the fasting I= sincere Hos In forsaking the
In repanted of and dolng eeds of right-

COlsneray

wans (1) °

flict ovurselves

The olyjeet thit we might af-

| betore our God It was
in - expression of repentance for sin, of
casting out all vbetacler from wrong mo-
tves or disobedient hearts which would

render it Impossible for God to glve them
succesa in thelr It mennt sub-
misslon, congecration and repentance, )
“To seek of him o right wiy." The fast-
Ing was aceompanted by prayver (v. 8)
nnd was used “as the nieans of intenst-
fylng rellgious fervor In prayver through
the restraint lnfd upon physienl appetite.”*

Profesgor Davidson. It was also tha
naturai means of elarifying thelr own
minds =0 that they could recefve ani
recoknize the wisdom God would bestow
upon them,

For'd

joiirnes

"IFor I was ashamed to require of
the king," éte, Thero were muany dangers
on that four monathe' Journey, particu-
larly from “the robbers and Bedouins of
the desert, who might easily Inflict Hame
age upon a large caravan by robbing
stragglers and harassing the lno of
march.”"—Davidson. For they had a lnrge
iwmount of trensure with them. HRzra had
told the king that Clod was with his peo-
ple, and against thelr enemles; and,
therefore, to ask n guard of soldlers
might #seem to the king to contradiet his
awsertions, and bLring disgroce on God's
cauge,

23. "And he wan entreated of us.” Bzra

had the assurance that his prayer had
been heard,
The Treasure. 24, "I separated twelve,*
ate, He committed the treasure Into the
hands of twenty-twn persons, twelve
chief priests and ten Tevites, of whom
the first two are named, Thesa men
would take speclal eharge and be reapons
sible for the safe keeping of the treas-
ure,  Besldes, 1t would relleve Ezra of
all possible seandal In regard to it.

2. "And welghed unto them the sile
ver,” ete. We may gather from this that
the silver.and gold were In bars or fngots,
and not in colned money. The Persinns
had ecolned monev at this time, but the
treasury kept the bulk of ita stores In
bars (Herod,, 111, 96).—Pulpit Com. Tha
welghing Implied accourate accounting,
such nn should always be secured for
publle money,

26. “Bix hundred and fifty talents of
ellver.” A talent of sllver wns about 8.~
€00. “Of gold a hundred talents.” Gold
Is usually worth about sixteen times ns
much ax sliver, The whole treasure was
worth £4,000,000 ar £5,000,000,

2. “Drams.” Darles, worth about an
English sovercign, or §5.00

28, YA freewlill offering unto the Lord
God." The money was for religious pur-
poses, and would be a great help to the
prople at Jerusalem as well as smooth the
way of Ezra to the needed reforms,

20, "The chambers of the house of the
Lord” are the rooms placed on cither side
of the main building (see 1 Kings 6: B),
partly as chambers for she priests, partly
as store rooms (see Neh. 13: 6).

The Journey. 81, “Departed . . . on
the twelfth day of the first month.” Ni-
san, about the time of the Passover, on
our Easter, in March or April. “The hand
of our God,” His power; his eare,

32 "And we came to Jerusalem.” On
:‘lh‘; firet day of the fifth month (7: 9) In

uly.

The Work of Ezra.—(1) He brought the
Book of the Law Into prominence. (2)
e reinforced the ritual of the temple
and the order of the priesta, (3) The chief
reform of Ezra was the abolishment of
mixed marringes with the surrounding
heathen. After fasting and prayer, at o
publie solemn meeting, the nobles, the
priests, and the people put away their
heathen wives., It was a very solemn and
a very sad occaslon, For this Ezra has
been called n stern, narrow Puritan, *“‘bit-
terly intolerant,” marked with “a splrit
of exclusive patriotism,” a ‘total ab-
sence of human tenderncss,” @ “pitilesa
legaliam."

" T

A Lesson In Persoveranes.

IFrom the Lincoln (Neb,) News: It
seems like an extravagant tale to tell,
but it 18 a fact that ean be proved., A
flock of HEnglish egparrows actually
worked at the large stone chimney on
the north side of C. M. Wysong's resl-
dence until they plcked it to pleces.
A portion of It had to ba torn down and
rebullt, The chimney was made of a
soft sandstone, and the birds used the
plekings for digestive purpcses, and
Hitie by little pleked the large pieces
of stonework literally to pleces, de-
aétroying the chimney for the purposes
for which it was bullt. At times the
entire flock of birds would be at world
on the chimney,

a g =

Retort fram the Witness Stand,

A certaln doctor had occasion, when
ounly & beginner ln the medical profes-
slon, to attend a trial a8 a witness
The opposing counsel, In cross-exam-~
ining the young physician, made sev-
eral sarcastie remarks, doubting the
ability of o young & man to under-
stand his business. Finally he asked:
“Do you know the symptoms of con-
eusslon of the brain?™ “lddo.” replied
the doctor.” “"Well” continued the atl-
|wrnor. “supposs my learned friend,

Mr. Baging, and mysel!f were 1o bang
our heads 1ogether, shou'd we getl eon-
eusalon of the brain®™ “Your lsaraed

friend, Mr Raging might,” sald the
soctor
i Nul L nrvasauabie

Pacheior - What makes you think

| women will hereafter Aght for the Hag

with greater desolion than men?
Young Woman Huffragist The fast
thal jewelers are new making it of
rubles and diamonds

i sapphires

The Spesial Bate,
Haolelhewper - My tates for rocie ave
{08 wp  Acter- But how mueh for (e
| profesh ™ | am Mambaiter Hamiel, the
tragedian. Motell seper Ok, In your
vage [ will Bave 1o he §2 do




