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£ HOLCOMB'S HOUSE RENT, §

&
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2 0fficial Record Showing the antsfﬁ
; of the Scandal, 4

4
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Silas A. Holcomb, while governor of
the state, not only nccepted an uncons
stitutional approprintion for the pay-
ment of his private haose rent, bat by
the use of padded vouchers he took from
the state treasury almost double the
amonnt of money that the house rent
actually cost, It takes no argnment to
substantinte this, The records are the
best evidence.

When the legislature of 15893 made a
house-rent appropriation for CGovernor
Crounse, the lnst Republican governor,
it was promptly vetoed. Crounse in
his message declared it nnconstitutional
and gaid the legislature had no power
to increase the salary or perquisites  of
any state officer,

Governor Holeomb had no such re-
gard for the constitution or the law.
He regarded the law as “a farce and a
sham, '’ as his sworn testimony later dis-
closed. He was glad to take the honse-
rent appropriation, and he intended to
malke ns much as possible out of it.

The records show that for the first
six months after the appropriation was
available in 1805, Holecomb lived in a
house belonging to A. C. Crandall.
There is no cvidence of the actual
amonnt paid Crandall for the rent, but
the vouchers drawn show that for each
quarter the governor drew §180 in ad-
vance, He had Crandall sgign  the
vouchers,

On the 1st of Oetober Holcomb rented
a house from Mrs. Gould at the rate of
§30 per month. And yet the records
show that for the quarter ending Jan, 1,
18045, he drew in advance #$180 for
“house rent.” The date of this voucher
is Bept. 30, 1805,

The next voucher drawn was on
Muarch 3, 1806, when Holeomb took $350
all in a lnmp, the voucher saying it was
for “*house vent,” but did not say what
period of time it covered. This was the
casc with all future voochers, an adroit
effort having boen made to cover up the
mizappropriation or steal, The record
of all the vouchers drawn, as shown by
the books in the auditor's office is as
fallows:

Moy 2, 1805, .. 00vernnennanes =4 AAE §150.00
P AT TR SRS S 150,00
Bept. 90, 18, .. .o i vsvcanae b ¥ e 180 060
Murch 8, 1990, ..o0veceraree besranees N
00 B8, 1808, .50 00000 essinasisesnss HTREY
B T IS ) v ia bwis o idibpaainraiins 120,00
000 By BT .o v s ivs i annnsinnaie ees BHOO0
MAy S8 18I, . .ovuii i AP vos ROLOD
B B AERRY . o s i enlinibinle . 1000
Dec. 10, 1808..... Pilaus o o 2A0.00
Jan. 6, 1809 ........ U oy Uy 83.50

83,8004
Governor Holecomb deliberately i
appropriated awd put in his pocket each
month a little over $10, All this in
gpite of the fact the appropriation is for
a cortain amount for house rent, *“‘or so

B

guibble will justify the steal. The
state officials now admit the wrong, and
to prevent the vouchers from being in-
spected by the public, the auditor has
removed them from their usual places
with the other vouchers in the vault,
and has theo concealed at the present
time in Deputy Pool's desk, A good
wauy to prove thisis to go and ask to
see them.

The sworn evidence given by Mrs,
Gould shows how much was paid for
the house which Holcowb rented of her
on the 1st of October, 1805, and which
he still oecupies. She testified before
and investigating committee as follows:
Q. Who rented the property?

i‘\_. Both of us; my husband and my-
self,

(). Who is the tenant?

A, Mr. Holeomb,

What does he pay now?

Thirty dollars.

Who pays the water rent?

He does,

. The rental price Is the same ns when
you rented it¥

A. Yes, sir.

Here followed a number of questions re-
lating to the rental value of property in
the city as compured with years ago and
the testimony resurned us follows:

Q. What year was it with reference to
his Lelng eleeted governor? Do you know
the year that you rented 1t to him?

A, Why, lam not positive when the
rent began, but I think it was in October,
155; 1 couldn’t swear to that, 1 hadn't
only 1bqaninutes to get ready In and 1
hadln’t mwuch time to look anything up, I
:hmk it was October, 1505, he first rented
t.

Q. After that your husband did the
lensing?

A. Yes, sir,

J. And you don't know how many
years he rented it for; that is, you can't
recall now?

A, 1suppose it would be sipee 1805, 1t
would be four years, This is 1800,

Q. Incollecting the rent, Mrs. Gould,
to whorn was It paddy

A. It was usually paid to me, but to
Mr. Gould whon he was at hone.

L. Whao paid 1t 1o you?

A, The gorernor,

. How did Jhe pay v o you, by check

OF tnoney
\ Sotuetliwes In money
thioes In cheek or deaft,

Crere:;
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O Were you cver pald by warrant
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vl on its face to be for three months'
||UI] ¢ rent; the warrants in ent
theroof heing drawn to A, C, dall.
P hese vouchers  were, to say the least, ir-
regular in that the first drawn May 2 was
for rent to July 1, 1815, while the second,
drawn July 11, 1595, was for rent to Oet,
1, 1505, thus paying the bills for rent be-
fore they mntared,

P he committee further finds that from
about the flpst of Ovtaber, 1805, to the end
of his term of office the governor occupled
a residence on A stroet In the eity of Lin-
ecoln, owned hy Mrs, C. A, Gionld, and for
which he pald & rental of 80 per month,
which sum wns pald monthly at the con-
venlonee of the governor, and to the en-
tire sntisfaction of Mrs. Gould; that duar
iner the thme he occupied sald residence as
governor he prosented vouchers in his own
pame amounting to §1,948.20, three of
which, amounting to 710, were not sworn
o ns pequired by law, for the payment of
which the state suditor issued his war
rants on the state treasurer.

U he committee were unable to proeure
the attendanee of A, C, Crandall, to whom
the tlrst two warrants were lssued, to ns-
cortaln the amount actually pald to him
for rent, but giving the beneflt of the
doubt to the vouchers ns filod, and ad-
mitting that $0 per month was the
amount of rent lwtunlii\f recelvod by him,
it will be soen that §775.20 of the amount
gt apart for tho payment of house rent
has been milsappropristed by Governor
Holeomb, and  your committee would
recommend that” your excellency refer
this matter to the attorney general with
instruetions to take such steps as may be
noecessary to recover from  Mr, Holeomb
the amount thus misappropriated.”’

This same man who makes out padded
vonchers, who arranges to have them
concenlod from the Jmhlic gaze, who
refuses to appear and testify before a
committee, and who fails to explain in
any way why he pocketed this money,
is now n eandidate for the office of su-
preme jodge. The house-rent fraud is
only one of the many reprehensible
deals entored into by this *‘politician
for spoils only." He is not fit for the
supreme beneh, and should be repudi-
ated at the polls,

Mr, HBryan's Politieal Morsls.
Some time ago the Hon. J. Sterling
Morton made the public assertion that
William J. Bryan had said it is the

 money that is in the office and not the

honor that attracts me.”

Such a romark from Mr. Bryan could
not be regarded as a probability by
those who belicve him to be a leader with
high moral standards and honorable
purpose.  The charge having been
mude by so prominent a citizon as Mr,
Morton, on the other hand, oreated
much comment., Mr., Bryan's friends
refusod to believe Mr, Morton and  vig-
orounsly denounced him fer making
guch a fulse wccusation ageinst their
idol. Finally, on Sept. 26, Mr. Bryan,
when at his home in Lincoln, was in-
terviewed on the subject and he denied
ever having given expression to such an
utteranee and added that whatever Mr.
Morton might say was unworthy of
crodenco. It was then *“‘up to'' Mr,
Morton, Aceordingly in the issue of
his paper, The Conservative, of Oct.
12th, he published o facsimile letter re-
ceived by him from Mr., Bryan in
which the language quoted is found, A
photographic reproduction of the let-

' ter leaves no doubt as to whether Mr.

munch thereof as may be necessary.” No |

ryan did or did not make use of such
language. The decision is in Mr. Mor-
ton's favor,

Friends of Mr. Bryan will offer the
excuse that the letter is ten  years old,
that he was, when he wrote it, much
younger than now and that, if such
language and sentiment be objection-
able, the transgression has been out-
lawed.  If this lenient view of the case
be granted the fact still remains that
Mr. Bryan was, on Sept. 26th, 1809, at
the zenith of his powers and perhaps of
his fame, and how, therefore, will he
be excosed from denying the utterance?

Obviously Mr. Bryan's political op-
ponents have too generously conceded
the sincerity of his purposes, the in-
tegrity of his character. Mr. Morton
has not convicted him of any greater
defection from the straight path of rec-
titude than he purposely and publicly
made in 1806, when, on his tail-end
campaign, he advised voters to wear
gold badges and vote for silver. This
endorsement of hypocerisy and deception
was certainly as unbecoming a presi-
dential candidate as anything Mr, Mor-
ton has proven against him or of which
he stands self-convicted.

It “*a vote for Holecomb is a vote for
Bryan" is to be adopted as the fusion
shibboleth this year in Nebraska, then
these things are to be legitimately con-
sidered wlong with the Holcomb *‘cigar-
box'' settlement with Defaulting Treas-
urer Bartley, the house-rent record and
ballot-fraud connection,

Mr. Bryan profiting by his corres:
pondence with J, Sterling Morton,
should not forget the postscript, **burn
this letter."

Readers of this paper are boing far,
nished some impartial evidenco of the
guestionable nots of Silas A, Holcomb,
taken from the records. A considers
ation of it by the public is all that ia
necessary to elect M. B, Reese justios

of the supreme court,
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