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! CHAPTER 111.—(Continued.)

“Oh, dear, yes!” assented Falkland
readily. *It was the talk of London,
Well, what have they discovered?”

“Why, that a man who answers to |
the description of a suspleious-looking
person who disappeared from England
In rather peculiar circumstances at the
time of all those forgeries is supposed
to have left New York on the steamer
City of Chicago on the 12th of this
month; and, should this really be so,
he ought to have arrived in Liverpool
at the beglnning of the week, Just as
you were gpeaking of this Brown of
London it struck me——"

“That he might be the forger him-
self?  Ah, perhaps he 18" exclalmed
Evelyn, with a gleam of amusement
in her eyes. “Let us all keep a careful
watch upon him, and do our hest to |
galn the reward which somebody has
offered for him."

“Very well, Miss Eve; you may de-
pend upon me (o help you in your in-
vestigations, My services are at your
dispesal whenever yon may require
them,” was Falkland’'s reply: but,
though the words were uttered lightly,
there was a sort of resolution lying
latent beneath his apparent careless-
ness. "“Only do not forget to take care
of your own cheque-books, or in tke
meanwhile you may find he has been
dipping pretty heavily Into your ex-
chequers as well. But goodby for the
present. 1 shall be coming again to
gee for which night you will like tick- ;
ets for the theater, and then I will
telephone down.” 1

As the door closeil behind the tall,
rather gaunt, but at the same time
prepossessing - form of Gilbert Falk-
land, Lady Howard sank back In her

_chair with a sign of supreme satislac-
tiop.

“Dear me, what should we do with- |
out that man? He I8 really too good
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welght
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carried
the

more
satisfaction

his words had
than he had had
imagining.

At the time it had never struck her
as peculiar that a man who was an
absolute stranger to her should have
been able to single out from the num-
ber of letters one in particular for her,
thus showing that he knew her address
perfectly. It puzzled her though, con-
siderably now, especially as the idea
flashed through her mind, as it had
done before even as she stood In the
hall that that letter was not lying
among the others when she had firat
looked over the table. It had seemed
a trifling matter at the time; she
would never have troubled to think
anything more about It if Mr. Falkland
had not declared that this man must
have krown something of her name
and had taken the esrliest opportunity
of trying to make her acquaintance,

But now, sluce he had told her what
really villainous characters were con-
gtantly to be found at such quiet sea-
side hotels as the “Royal George,"” she
began to realize that, if this Mr.
Brown were one of the number, he
would be capable of anything, and,
geeing her coming, had probably hid-
den her letter in order to obtain the
necegsary excuse for addressing her.

“Well, at any rate, he shall not
speak to me again!” mentally resolved
Misg Luttrell, as she stirred her coffes
and buttered a piece of toast, *“Mr.
Brown of London {8 mistaken if he
imagines that Aunt Lydia and [ are
two helpless individuals whom he can
take in and impose upon as he llkes.
He had better try—that is all!™

CHAPTER 1V,

Evelyn, however, had reckoned with-
out her host. Later in the morning
she was hurrying npstalrs with a mes-
sage to her aunt’s maid, when, as she

failed. She had not been so blind as ts
belleve that in both cases his effort to
speak to her was merely chance; and
the major realized with a sense of ths
keenest disappointment that, as mat-
ters stood, it was practically uceless
hoping to make the slightest progress
toward a more intimate acquaintance,

There was nothing for it therefors
but to let things take their own
course for a day or two, in the mean-
while preserving such a strict silence,
when chancing to encounter Miss Lul-
trell, as to disarm her of all susple-

ions, and then (o trust to fate to
throw her In some way across his
path. At any rate, he was prepared

to remain an occupant of No. 40, on
the second floor of the “Royal George,"”
even if he had to remain until dooms-
day for that ansgpicious moment to ar-
rive.

Until doomsday! Yet, when only
one hot sultry afternoon, one cool
dewey evening, and one sunshiny

morning had passed, Major Brown was
thoroughly impatient.

It was the afternoon of the second
day after his deeision, and he was
standing at the open window of the
smoking room with a most dejected
expression upon his face. It seemed
stich a hopeless case to imagine that
by keeping aloof from her in this way
he was making the slightest progress
towards the stage of friendship at
which he was resolved sooner or later
to arrive. What ghould he do with
himself? Go for a stroll in the town?
Yes; anything would be better than
dawdling away his time as he had
been doing all the morning. He was
on the point of withdrawing when foot-
steps beneath the window and voices
In slight but decided altercation ar-
rested his attention

“No; It Is of no use—you are not
to come! 1 want to have a quiet af-
ternoon under the trees, so that I can
read my book without any chance of
an interruption. 1 have just reached
a most exciting point, and I am dying
to see how it all ends.”

“But how can my presence affect
your peace and comfort if | promige not
to speak? Surely, if 1 bring plenty
of literature of my own in which I
am equally interested, you eannot ob-
ject 1

“Yes; but [ do. 1 know so well
what wonld happen. Just at the most
pathetic part, when the hero and he-
roine were plunged in the depths of
despalr, you would look calmly up
from one, of Reuter's most matter-of-
fact telegrams, to discover me with
tears streaming down my cheekg. No,
Mr. Falkland—go into Salteliffe, as
you had arranged, buy a new flower
for your coat and——"

But at that point the volces
footsteps passed out of hearing.

The Major shrugged his shoulders
and knocked the ashes gomewhat im-
patiently off his cigar as he suddenly
found himself lost in a vague mental
speculation as to how far those en-
treaties would fail or succeed. All the
same, there was a slight frown upoa
his forehead as he turned away from
the window; and, apparently ferget-
ting his resolution to take a walk
round the town, he threw himself into
a low chair, to puff away at his cigar
with renewed energy.

The hour of three had struck in
loud measured tones belore he roused
himself again; and then, as though by
ingtinet, he returned to his post at
the window just in time to catch a

and

1
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in troubling himself so much about us
and our concerns.”

Lady Howard spoke feclingly. No-

| was somewhuat
| the last Aight,

breathlessly mounting
a tzll figure, which she

recognized at a glance Major

us

body could have ever taken the reins | Brown's, suddenly appeared at the top
of government more unwillingly into | of the staircase, which he was just
her own hands than her ladyship had | about to descend,

done upon the death of her husband |

three years before, when she haid been
left a rich but somewhat helpless
widow, wilth a large estate and three
growing children, In the years of her

married life everything had devolved |
| he immediately
|

upon Sivr Wilfred; and, though, ag time
wore on, 8he became more necustomedd
to her sense of perfect independence,
and had actually consented to an addl
tional care lu the shape of the guard
janship of her nlece, her brother's

child, she was still only too thankful |

if any one would relleve her o little of

the welght of the responsibilities which | ¥

hupg 80 heavily upon her shoulders,
Consgquently Gilbert Falkland
whom they had chanced to mest upon
the continent for the first time
a month before, but who had
lueed himesel! as one of the late
Wiltred's oldest feiends, had found his
tentious thoroughly sceeptable ta the

only
intro

ol |

widow, awd, ns it happened that he
had been going by the same rowte ps
Lady Howard and her niece, he had

constitotled himseli courter and gulde
and had taken upon his own shoulders
all the troubles and worrles lnsepa
rable from continestal traveling

At home In Kngland once more, for
tune had thrown Mr. Palkland across
thelr puth again, and Lady Howard

was only (oo pleased If he would still
do anything for her, even If it wen
merely (o arrange a drive or devclde
which of the plecen at the theators was
roally worth sooing

But Byelyn searcely heard the sigh
of contentment which had followed
Mr. Pathiand’s departure Her thought
were running in quite anolher diree
tlon; Mor, In spite of Lthe wonehalanes
with which she had biughed away Gl
bert Pulkland's olwervations upon the
enoounier with the man in the hall,

| pass on quickly without delgning him

——— —— -

Summoning all her dignity to her
ald and with her head set proudiy
back, Miss Luttrell had prepared to

more than a l(i]\“)‘ regel bow, when
to her amazement, as his eves met hers,
pansed before hes
pardon, Miss Luttrell,
| but I believe 1 have found some lost
| property Did you not tdrop
a handkerchief In the dinlng room las:
evening?”’

It was a trifting question
| 8L It sent the
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| glimpse of Miss Luttrell and a large

white parasol disappearing across the
lawn in the direction of an inviting
clump of trees.

50 the fellow had falled, after all!
Involuntarily a smile rose to the Ma-
jor's face, a particularly unsympathet.
ic smile.

“Poor beggar!” he ejaculated.
(Ta be continued.)
Anclont {Tedding Houvses,
In olden times certain towns and vil-
lages in England used to possess a

wedding house, where poor couples, af-

| ter they had ueen wedded at chureh,

could entertain their friends at small
the only outlay being the pur-
chase of such provisions for thelr
guests as they brought with them, the
house for the day being given lree of
payment At Braughing Brach-
inges), Hertfordshire,

Ccost,

iur
in
which had

spits and dripplug pan;
for merriment, and a lodging-reom
with good linen, At Great Yeldham, in
Frsrx anothi o
which

R large room

there wa ich hous

poorer folk fon
dining In after they returned from th
church Az the practiice became 0
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THE KLEPTOMANIACS.

HOW THEY OPERATE IN SELECT
SOCIETY.

Purloin  Artieles of Valne from the
Homes of the Wenlthy — Peenliar Con-
ditlons Noted In OMcinl Clreles at the
National Capital
One of the leading jewelers of the

capital was somewhat taken aback the

other day by receiving from the wife of

a high official an order for half a dozen

gold nails with a jewel in the head of

each and a dozen small gold chalins,

He inquireq the uses to which the nalls

were to be put, when his patron sald:

“You see, I have a number of very

valuable objects of art, which, although

they are very expensive, are very small
and easlly handled, - As the wife of an
official of the government [ am obliged
to open my house during the season to
the constituents of my husband and
the Washington curlosity seeking pub-
lic in general, On my reception day,
therefore, my house is crowded with

all sorts of people, and last winter 1

guffered the loss of several of my most

valuable treasnures, 1 have Jonz been

trying to devige some plan by which I

ean keep my objects of art outside of

my cabinets and yet not have them
slolen, for that ig the only word I can
use In regard to the loss of my treas-
ures, 1 have concluded that I must
alther nail down some of the bric-a-
brac or chain it gecurely to the table,
and hence I am going to try this rem-
sddy. That is why 1 want these nails
and chains.” This woman’s predic-
ament is not an unusual one in Wash-
ington official eclrcles, The klepto-
maniacs who commit the most aggra-
vating depredations are for the most
part well known leaders In soclety, Last
winter social circles in Washington
were greatly bewildered and shocked
by the doings of one of the best-known
women in official eircies, A number
of hostesses began to miss valnable
doflies from their dinner tables after
they had given lunches or dinners, and
finally several of them got together
and compared notes, and suspicion fell
upon one of the women who had been
the guest at luncheons given by those
gathered at the conference. Finally
the wife of a prominent diplomat de-
termined to stop the rald upon the
dollies, and at the next luncheon she
seated the suspected kleptomaniac next
toher, ‘When the doilles were brought
on she watched her guest and disco»-
ered that the latter !e2d Ser a0y on
the table, anc, <arele2sly aropping her
handkerchl«¥ over it, picked up both.

The hostess, In a most charming man-

ner, turned to her guest and said:

“Pardon me, my dear Mrs, ———, but [

am afralid you have my most exquisile

doily in your handkerchief, It is so
fine I am afraid it will be crushed, and
therefore call your attention to your
inadvertence in taking it up with your
handkerchief.” The guest was not In
+he least abashed, and, with a laugh,
shs shook out her handkerchief, and
the doily fell back on the table, where-
upon she exclaimed: “Why, dear me, so

I have! How very careless of me!”

There were significant glances all

around the table, but no more doilies

were lost during that season.

TREE GROWS HOARY.

Strange Effeet of Caterpillars on =
Horse Chestnut Tree,

London Standard: Much Interest has
been caused lately by the appearance

BURNING MOUNTAIN

fo Clsrado That Has Been on Fire One
Hundred Years.

Newecastle, Colo., Special to Kansas
City World: A &ountaln, which has
been on fire for mare than 100 years is
gituated just west of here. So close 1s
it that its shadow envelopes the town
at 5 p. m., at this time of the year, and
vet the people hereabouts think no
more of it than the beautiful Grand
river which washes the feet of the huge
pile where the fire has burned so long.
To the tenderfoot, however, the glit-
tering patches of deep red fire, where
it breaks out on the side of the moun-
tain, and is exposed to view, there s
nothing in all this state quite its equal.
The fire is fed by a big vein of coal
which the mountain contains, Just
how the coal became ignited is not
known, The oldest resident says it
was on fire when he came here, and the
Ute Indians, who onee lived In this sec-
tion, say it was burning many years
before the first white man crossed the
continental divide, The supposition is
that the coal was ignited by a forest
fire at an early date in the present cen-
tury, It haz smouldered and steadily
burned until this day. At night when
the moon s dark is the best time to see
the fire. Then it is that it resembles
the regions of inferno as given us in
the word-painting of Dante, The earth
covering the coal Is loosened by the
heat and falls away, exposing the sheet
of fire. The escaping gas probably as-
sists in stripping off the rocks and dirt,
and wherever the vein of coal ap-
proaches the surface the fire can be
geen, The first fire I suw was fully 50
feet square, It had a peculiar red tint,
while the burning gas coming up at the
bage of the ccal vein, added a bright
blue coloring to the scene. In many
places the surface of the mountain has

sunken, showing where the fire has
burned out its courge., Efforts have

been made to extinguish the fire. Some
time ago a company which owns &
large amount of coal land here, con-
structed a ditch from a point several
miles above the mountain into which

it succeeded in turning the water
which goes to form Elk creelk. Prevl-
ousgly o ghaft Nad been sunk in the

mountain, and into this shaft the water
was permitted to flow, The ghaft was
soon filled, but the fire was above the
lavel of the water, and the effort wag
a failure,

EDUCATION IN

EGYPT.

of a horse chesinut tree in the Thier-
garten, Berlin., The numerous branches
round the lower part of the trunk
have a pure white follage such as Is
seen on trees growing in dark places,
where no chlorophyll can develop on
account of want of light, The same
whiteness of the leaves is noticeable in

a few of the neighboring Dbranches |
through the crown to the top. The
gingular appearance of the tree has |

been notliced regularly for some years.
This particular tree, it seems, had
been atiracked

! pillars and other creatures of the same

there was a |
| wedding house of this kind
a large kitchen with a cauldron. large | down the trunk, and

species, and the foliage has already
been destroyed; but still masses of ca-
terpillara continued to crawi
finally clung
To preserve the bean-

there In clumps

tiful tree after other means had been
tried Iin valn a sointion of acld was
used, and the ground all round w:au:
waterad with It well a2 the trunk
and the branches, which were speclally
drenched he treatment proved sue-
coessful | tree gradually avered
and stand n Itz full strength and
freshuecs t has ever L shown
the alrea | s d whitenpess In s
leaves, w P pr ) i no means
unjneasan i Lh 1o the CIrwise
dark gres f g
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The Facllities and Puplls Are Increasing
Each Year,

Iducation has made gratifying prog-
vegs, ‘hough the prineiple pursued has
for its prezent end a few youths well
educated for the public gervice rather
than a wider distribution of primary
instruction, 8Still each year sees the
number of pupils Increased, and an
advance along the line of modern edu-
cation from the middle age program
of learning prevalent in all Moslem
gchools. The people themselves have
shown a remarkable Interest, and de-
mand more modern methods. Schools
supported by native subscription have
been opened for both boys and girls,
European teachers engaged, and gov-
ernment inspection solicited, What
may be taken as more indicative still
of the new spirit abroad is the fact
that the great El Azhar university at
Cairo, the famous center of all of
Islam’'s echolastic theology, has ap-
plied for government teachers to teach
secular subjects. The seed of reform
has indeed spread, for it was among
the followers of this great school that
the most bitter opposition to the in-
novations of infidel foreigners used to
be found. Even now the government
can only afford a school fund of about
$500,000 annually, and spends this for
the education of only about 11,000 fu-
ture civil servants. Outslde of this
200,000 children attend the village
schools, supported by local contribu-
tions and small grants made by the
government to such of them as submit
to government inspection, and teach
a small amount of modern reading,
writing, and arithmetiec in addition to
the old lessons in the Koran and sa-
cred histery. The result of this work
is seen in the requirement that all ap-
pleants for positions in the govern-
ment service shall have passed cer-
tain examinations in the sechools, The
work of securing the best of public
servants has thus been begun.—Har

| per's Magazine,

Lxtrpordinary Case of Blood-Polsoning.
An extraovdinary case of blood-poi-
soning s ]l-pll[’lll' by a Vienna jlllll"

nak The vietim was a young girl
named Sehwartz, aged 22, Some days
peo she went for o walk wearing a
green silk blonse She became over-
heated, and the dye of the material
ran U'nhuppily she  had nstalned

peckdental wonnd under
and the plgment got into the

ome tritling
the arm

blood. U'pon returning home she com-
plalned of paln, butk would not eon-

ent to @ medical examination I'he
injured spot became greatly Inflam-
) cousing intense suflfering, amd on
the Tollowing day the physivian dis

ivored  he UL Hemedies were
immediately applied, b It was ool
late, and nlts briet Him the gird
Mied
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HOW | SPENT MY VACATION.

Just a brief description of now 1
spent my vacation this year, with
little more expense than the salary
earned during my trip, may not be
amiss. It was a most delightful change
from the hated and dusty pavements to
roll over the boundless prairies and
view from the car windows of a Mis-

gourl Pacific train the magnificent
scope of country between here and
Pueblo. There is no coolness like

that which comes with the shades of
night on these vast plains, filled then
with waving corn and ripening wheat.
There {8 no more bracing air than
that with which one refreshes his
lungs in the early moraing when the
mountains of Colorado are just com-
ing into view, the mighty Pike's Peal
reaching the vislon long before ({ts
lowller neighbors. When taken com-
fortably, there is no pleasanter ride
than over this same garden spot of the
Western world which In our geogra-
phies was laid down as the Great
American Desert, So we rode into
Pueblo and thence by the Denver and
Rio Grande road to Denver, a fair city
with all the comforts and handsome
buildings of her oller sisters of the
East and lying in an altitude far above
the air we breathe in our homes, a
gem in an emerald setting of never
yielding mountain heights. Contlnu-
ing our journey over the Denver and
Rio Grande and the Rio Grande West-
ern roads we started for Salt Lake
City, the capitol of the new slate,
which has been aptly termed the
“Mountain Walled Treasury of the
Gods.' And thus we are permitted to
pass through the most varied and en-
trancing scenery of the Rocky Moun-
tains and to witness the wonders of
the Royal Gorge, where the cunning
of man has overcome the difficulties
presented by Nature in her efforts at
the grotesque and the sublime, These
chained out attention and drew
breathless expressions, especially when
crossing some chasm on an almost im-
possible bridge structure with a roar-
ing brawling stream beneath us, It
{s inspiring and grand every foot of
the way to Salida and from there many
other decided attractions we visited.
Perhaps that which will most interest
a large number of my fellow carriers
is Marshall’'s Pass, that marvelous
testimonial to American engineering
gkill. As the altitude grows greater
the view becomes less obsiructed, Miles
of cone-shaped summits are In view.
We are in and above the home of the
clouds. We see the snow covered
gpires of the Sangre de Christo range.
To our right is the fire scarred front
of old Ouray. We reach the summit
at an altitude of 10,852 feet, From
this point a magnificent view can be
had of the Sangre de Christo range.
The pass i8 a scenic and scientific won-
der; grades of 211 feet to the mile are
frequent, The streams from the sum-
mit flow eastward into the Atlantic
and westward into the Pacificc We
are impressed with the feeling that
we are on the pinnacle of the world.

It would reguire much space to tell
of all the beauties of this trip and of
the pleasures of our stay In the City
of the Prophets. There are many
points of interest and among those
that claimed our attention were, nat-
urally, the Mormon Temple and Tab-
ernacle; Fort Douglas, United States
Military Post, three miles; White Sul-
phur Springs, one mile; Beck's Hot
Springs, three miles; Liberty Park,
one mile; Calder’s Park, three miles;
together with other attractions and
drives too numercous to mention, Thir-
teen miles from the city s located the
magnificent bathing resort, Saltair
Beach, on Great Salt Lake, the finest
salt water bathing resort in the world.

Let me urge upon my friends to try
this trip during some vacation. It will
well repay the expense in the restora-
tion of health, the broadening of the
mind and the addition it will give to
cach one's general Information, tend-
ing thus to raise his standard of citi-
zenship and to help himself and hig
brothers thereby.

F. P. BAKER.

“David Aram."

“We often receive orders that puzzle
us a good deal,” said a bookseller
quoted in the New Orleans Times-
Democrat, “A lady who lays claim o

considerable culture came into the
store last eveming and asked whether
we had a copy of ‘Engene Arem.' ‘Not
alone,” I replied. ‘But we can give you
a complete set of Bulwer at a reason-
able price.” ‘Bulwer!' she exclaimed.

‘Why, Bulwer is not the author of
“Hugene Aram!"” ' ‘He certainly wrote
a novel by that title,” 1 sald mildly,

‘but perhaps you are thinking of “The
Dream of Eugene Aram,” by Hood™
‘No, no,’ she answered,'l mean a novei.
Yon certainiy must have heard of it
It's quite recent and all  the talk.
‘“‘What Is it about? | ventured to ask.
“Why, it's a story of country life,’ she
replied, ‘and there 1s a very amusing

chapter in it about a horse trade,
Then o light broke In on me, but she
had boen so positive that | thought |
aounld take her down o peg or two,
‘Pardon the suggestion,' | sald, ‘but of
it is not pogsible thet you are
“David Harum" with “Eu
Aram ‘Yen, that's it!* she
cried hright!y, 1 sald Eugene instesd
Lof David, Give me a copy of “"David
vrnm. " 1 wilted, 1t served me rlght
for wing a prig Hy the way, the
common way of pronouncing the title
David's harem
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