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Plans for  Big Tunnel Under the Irish Sea
Which Will Connect Ireland and Scotland

Money is ready and plans are lald
for a tunnel that will make all tunnels
dug hitherto geem rather insignificant,
and that incidentally will bring the
United States and FEurope severai
hours nearer. It s belleved that It will
begin a new era for Ireland and will
advance Belfast many steps in . the
scale of Importance, It is proposed Lo
perform all of these wonders by drll-
ling a $50,000,000 hole thirty-five miles
through the rock under the northern
part of the Irlsh sea, through which
passengers could be whisked by train,
and could thus travel from London to
Galway or Queenstown without chang-
ing cars. All that the plan walts for
now is a guarantee from the British
government of 3 per cent on the capl-
tal invested from the time that the
tunnel is in working order. A Dbig
meeting was held the other day In a
committee room of the house of com-
mons, presided over by the Marquls of
Londonderry, former lord Heutenant of
Ireland, in which the enterprise was
boomed vigorously by Lord Rosebery
and the Earl of Spencer and many oth-
er fmportant pevsonages, A deputation
was sent to the firet lord of the treas-
ury to talk persuasively to him about
the 3 per cent part of the business, and
the government Is considering the
quesiion. If the government guaran-
tees the lnterest the prellminary work
will begin at once, and It I8 expected
that the tunnel will be completed In
about ten years from the time the firat
god Is turned, When the time comes
to turn that sed the man to do It really
ought to be Lord Londonderry, whose
powerful influence has been exerted for
it ever since it appeared that the plan
was practicable, To him, therefore,
1 applied for information on the sub-
ject, although lords of high degree are
not mueh given to gramting interviews
in England.

Lord Londonderry's great town
house in artistocratic Park lane in
London (8 as grim and forbidding out-
pide as it Is spaclous and Juxurious
within. The marquis was In his libra-
ry, seated at a flat-topped desk, which
one must suppose to be the grandfath-
er of all desks, for It was big enough

great importance, It would cut sev-
eral hours off the time of passage. if
the steamers were to stop there, In-
stead of going to Queenstown."”

owing to the present difference In the

gauge between the English and Irish

roads, but that would come in time,
“I belleve the passenger traffic alone

“But that program is rather disas-

trous for Queenstown, isn't it?”

“Yes, rather."

“And Queenstown Is going to be

heard from on the subject isn't she?"

“No doubt, but it is the volce of Bel-

fast that will earry weight, for that Is
the ecity most directly interested in the
tunnel,

It is the chief city of Ireland,

would go a long way toward making
the line pay, for it I8 a long disagree-
able trip by boat across the channel.
But perhaps I am prejudiced. They say
I am in favor of the tunnel because I
am such a notorlously bhad sallor.”

“If the government refuses to guar-
tee the 3 per cent interest will the plan
fall through for the present?”

have an important effect upon the de-
velopment of Ireland. It is an affair
of national importance. The money, 1
understand, can be had as soon as the
government guarantees the interest but
the stockholders will not ask the gov-
ernment to step in until the work isa
entirely done and the plant is ready
for operation, I know little about the
plans or the financial part of the
work, but I have no doubt American
capital would be largely interested.
“But one thing is certain, the effort
to interest the government is entirely
non-politieal, At the hcuse of com-
mons meeting, over which I had the
honer to preside, one of the strongest
supporters of the plan was my oppo-
nent at the polls, and Lord Rosebery
wrote me that he had long believed
there were few more pressing objects
of policy, not only from the Irish point
of view, but also from the British and
imperial viewpoints. He sald he be-
lieved that £10,000,000 was cheap, con-
sidering the advantages to be gained."”
This tunnel i3 not new, Fifteen
years ago It was seriously discussed,
and later the Belfast chamber of com-
merce took it up, and asked for gov-
ernment assistance in getting prelimi-
nary soundings, and also for a guaran-
tee of interest on the capital invested,
But the enterprise looked bigger than
it does now, and £10,000,000 sounded
like more money then than it does
now, and the government was afrald to
go into it '
About the only danger now, from an
engineering viewpoint, is the possibil-
ity of fissures in the rock. The vari-
ous strata that would be crossed are
known to be Individually waterproof,
but a fissure where two gtratas are
joined might spoil the whole plan, and
make it necessary to find some other
place of crossing than that now select-
ed, connecting Stranraer on the
Qcoteh side with Magee island, twen-
ty miles northeast of Belfast on the
Irish side. This is not the narrowest
point in the channel, but it Is the
most feasible, Even here the tunnel
would have to make a detour of two or
three miles under water, to avold an
especlally deep depression running
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to make three or four ordinary writ-
ing tables. Young couples have start-
ed housekeeping before now in a house
whose floor surface appeared no great-
er than the top of that deak, It was
covered with newspapers and maps, In
which the marquis was evidently much
interested,

“l belleve,” he sald, “that the pro-
posed tunnel would bring a great
change to Ireland, and although, of
course, it {3 an undertaking that would
have appalled the engineer of a gener-
ation ago, I am told that there is no
mechanical difficulty today that stands
in the way of It, The total length of
the tunnel under the sea would be
twenty-five miles and the approaches
on either side would be about five
miles each, making thirty-five miles in
all, Of course that (s about three
times as long as any tunnel yet bullt,
The Simplon is about thirteen miles,
fsn't it? And the 8t. Gothard tunnel
{s something like nine miles long, Dut
it Is astonishing what progress the en-
gineers have made, and it 1s likely that
in the course of ten years It would take
to butld the tunnel still further pro-
gress wounld be made, so that the sec-
ond half might be done In less time
than the first half would take,

“However, that {s a matter for the
gxperts to talk about. What | am most
sure about Is that the tunnel will be a

and does much the larger part of her
business, Belfast would probably be
the rallroad terminal of the tunnel,
and doubtless the traing would run to
Belfast from the English side without
stopping. To go from Belfast to Gal-
way without changing cars would re-
quire an entire new line of railroad,

great saving of time It takes aix
hours to get from London to Cirileie
By means of the tunne! I wonld be
possible to go from Carlinle to Delfast |
in from two to three hours. With the |
improvements that are to be expected
in ten years it should be possible to
get from Belfast to Galway In three
hours. That makes eleven or twelve
hours from London to Galway” .

“HDut why do you mention Galway®
That lan't eapecially noted as & sea

s ™

“it is lkely 1o be If the tunnsl 's
Built. It ls the most canvenlent port
1o New York, and it bs in the most cen- |
tral part of Ireland It ls the Batural
stopping  Place  of (he  transatiantie
ster mars, and may become 4 port “'l

LONDONDERRY
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“I can't say, but it seems hardly
likely that the government will refuse.
This case isn't parallel to that of Mr.
Rhodes’ vallroad. Africa is unknown,
and the receipts from the road were
problematical, but with this tunnel the
receipts can be estimated almost scien-
tifically, and besides the tunnel would

AND

along parallel with the Scotch coast.
With the route as at present laid out,
it is estimated that the tunnel at Its
deepest point would be 500 feet under
the surface of the sea, and that the
steepest gradient will be one in seven-
ty-five, which 1is nothing extraordi-
nary.

Any American engineer would con-
sider the estimate of ten years’ time
required for this job to be rather Iib-
eral, for great progress has been made
in the speed of tunnel digging In the
last twenty-flve years, When St. Goth-
ard tunnel was begun In 1872 the high-
est rate of progress was two and a balf
yards a day. Eleven years later the
average rate of progress in the Arlberg
tunne! was twelve yards a day, Since
then the Increase has been rapld, and
it & chance la glven to American con-
tractors to bid on the tunnel, the Brit-
Ish publie will be rather likely to dis-
cover that it wouldn't take ten years to
tie England and lreland together with
steel,

Not a httle doubt has been express
ed about the Anancial feasibility of this
extraordinary undertaking. Would the
government have to go down Into its
pocket to find the 3 per comt® It In
sald In reply that a large part of Ire
land’'s growing commeree would reach

England through the tunnel, whieh
would expes e compete with the
channe! steamers In price g”p]I af

couwrse, far outrun them In speed. 1t Is
sald. turthermore. that the (reen Iale
Pas vast poasibliities aa yet nadevelop
ed. and anly walting foar something o
ame along and stir them up Ywing
1o the efurta of Irish capitalists, tour

ista are beginning ' take a prealar in
terest 18 the island than they eves
tsink befare. and I I weke Rl a0 R &
tilcult pla bia reach. they could be
eapecied o go Lhere In shoals As Lhe
roule o Acotland wouwld be s ahort
and gquirk e o8 e e that Iriak pro
foe wouull Aad a4 Aew abd M ita e
marh miamulacturing 'owhs o

tiand a paor ity W England

CURTIA BROWN

HANDLING BULLION IN MEXICO

Robber Who Attacked the Train Had :n
Unpleasant Surprise,

The story was told by a mining man
who had a good deal of experience in
old Mexico, says the New Orleans
Times-Democrat. “In the foothills of
the Slerra Madres, about sixty miles
west of Chihuahua,” he sald, “is the
Santa Rosa gold mine, which was
worked very profitably in the early
'80s. The only trouble was in getting
the bullion to Chihuahua, for the coun-
try was infested with all manner of
thieves and desperadoes and the trail
was a splendid place for a hold up. On
one occasion just before a regular ship-
ment of a couple of bricks worth about
$30,000 the superintendent got a tip
that the pack train would be attacked,
and took the precaution of sending
along an extra guard, consisting of six
men heavily armed with Winchesters
and revolvers, A prospector named
Dixon was at the mine and had intend-
ed going in with the party, but when
he heard the rumor of the trouble he
gensibly concluded that he would be
safer alone and set off on an old south
trail, driving a wretched burro loaded
with his camping outfit, His sagaclty
was applauded when the news came
back that the pack traln had been am-
buscaded in a rocky pass by a large
party of Mexican brigands. One of the
escorts was wounded at the first volley,
and, seeing themselves hopelessly out-
numbered, the guards abandoned the
treasure mule and fled for their lives.
Dixon reached Chihuahua all right and
chuckled greatly when he heard the
gtory, fer he had been chaffed a good
deal at the mine for refusing to go
with what was considered a perfectly
gafe escort. I met him several months
later and complimented him on his
nerve in taking chances. 'The chances
were considerably bigger than you sup-
poge," he replied with a grin. ‘That
pack mule was loaded with sawdust,
The gold bricks were on my burro, un-
der the camp truck.”"”

HOBBIES OF ROYALTY.

Queen Victorla's hobby is gardening,
and she Is passionately fond of dogs
and ponies, her especial favorite being
her old black pony Jessie. Her ma-
festy Is also a great lover of bullfinches
and has several of them, whose pretty
tricks and charming piping give her
immense pleasure. To insure the safe-
ty of the feathered pets it is forbidden
for any one In the royal household to
have a cat—at least, any one whose
ipartment is at all near the queen’s.

The princers of Wales has a great
liking for lace. Her collection, which
has some wonderful specimens, |s ‘
worth $250,000, The duchess of York
has one of the most Interesting collee- |
tions of postcards on record, It has
been contributed to by the sovereigns
of every land where posteards are
used, the German relations of her
royal highness supplying by far the
greater number,

The duke of Edinburgh is an ardent
stamp collector, and possesses one of
the finest collectlons in the world. His
daughter, the erown princeas of Rou-
mania, delights in perfumery bottles,
as did her grandmother, the late em-
press of Russia, who had a unique col-
lection of elaborate and beautiful bot-
tles, which was valued at $35,000, and
was bequeathed to her grandmother.

The queen of Italy has a peculiar
hobby—a collection of gloves, boots
and shoes which have heen worn at dif-
ferent periods by royal and Imperial
perzonages. She has a pair of white
slippers and a fan which belonged to
Mary, Queen of Scots; also shoes worn
by Queen Anne and the empress Jose-
phine. King Humbert takes great
pleasure in amateur cooking, at which
art he is an adept.

The empress of Germany is a cham-
pion knitter, and uses large wooden
needles for the work she does. The
queen of Greece gpends a good deal of
her time In fancy needlework, and is
saild to be the finest needlewoman
among European royalties, The dowa-
ger queen of Portugal {s fond of shoot-
ing and spends much time at her
country place on the seaboard at Cal-
das, where she amuses herself by firing
from a high window at bottles placed
in the sea for the purpose, She is sald

to be an excellent markswoman., The |
empress of Japan (8 distinguished for
her clever manipulation of the koto, a
Japanese Inatrement resembling the |
gither,
Natursl Nridge of Agute

The moat valuable nataral bridge In
the world is to be found in Arlzona,
Iying aerosy a deep chasam forty feet In
width. It Is a petrifled tree about
four feet in Jlameter and about 100 !
feet In length. It s pure agate all |
through and therefore s much more

| valuable as regards matorial than an)‘4I

| probably

bridge of marble or granite could bhe

Put the most expensive material of |
which a bridge has ever bean bullt i |
telegraph  wire. One was |
built over the Jhelum river at Kaohala,

in the Punjab, in the place of a bridge
which was awept away (n the Boods
THL A similar bridge was con-

structed during the first Sondan cam-

paign over the Kabora river fur mili-
ATy purposes

e Mundeed & Minsie,

What do you think of stamping S
lettote & Mmiauie® They are rying a
new machine in the Mhicago poatuflice
and that s s record so far e e
a0t time s slamped on sach letier, 10
gether with the canceling stamp, anl it
there ts any delay In dispatehing the
letber the higme van be eanlly lucated
Ihe mahina o'y requires Ve apary-
ror

I le wight

The First Nebraska the Crack Regiment.

Nebraska owns the crack volunteer
regiment of the United States and also
boasts of the Biggest Mail Order
House west of the Missisuippi. Hayden
Bros. are rapidly absorbirg the greater
portion of western mail order trade
and are even encroaching on the dis-
tricts of the eastern houses. Send
postal cards for free price lists on any
goods you need to Hayden Bros., The
Big Store, Omaha.

Lots of men never succeed in getting
there simply because a dread of faiiure
keeps them from starting.

““One Year’s Seeding,
Nine Years” Weeding."’

N eglected impurities in your blood @l
sow seeds of discase of ahich you may
never get rid, If your Blood is even the
least bit impure, do not delay, but take
Hood"s Sarsaparilla at once. In so doing
there is safety; in delay lhere is danger,
Be sure to get only Hood's, because

The attempts of ex-Governor Charles
Warren Lippitt, of Rhode Island,. to
guppress the playing of street pianos
near his residence has proved unsuc-
cessful and have developed the fact
that such musie, or such noise, 1s not
nearly as unpopular as the paragraph-
ers would have us believe. The Prov-
idence police have been uniformly in-
different to the ex-governor's appeals,
and now some of his neighbors, to
show their lack of sympathy; are hav-
ing the pianos wheeled into thelr
front yards and played there.

New FPntents.

During the past week 517 Unlted
States inventors received patents, and
of this number
169 sold either
the entire or a
part of their in-
vention before
the patent had is-
sued, Amongst
the concerns who
bought patents
were the follow-
ing:

Columbia and
Electrical Vehicle
Co., Jersey City,
N. J.; Victor Safe
and Lock Co.,
Cincinnati, Ohlo;
Union Switch and
Slgnal Co., Swigsville, Pa.; Ansonia
Bruss & Copper Co., Ansonia, Conn.;
Western Electrical Co., Chlecago,
I11,; Singer Manufacturing Co.,
of New Jersey; E. P, Allls
Co., Milwaukee, Wis.; Carter's Ink
Co., Boston, Mgss.; Whitehead & Coag
Co., of New Jersey; American Wal-
tham Watch Co., Waltham, Mass,

Inventors desiring information as to
the law and practice of patents, may
obtain the same by addiessing Sues
& Co., Bee Building, Omaha, Neb.

President McKinley has received the
LL. D, degree from seven colleges.

B. & O. Raliroad Uses Crude OIL

The Baltimore and Ohlo raliroad is
now using crude oifl on its tracks,
though not so extensively as lines
which do not use crushed stone for
ballast. There are many road cross-
ings, stations, etc., where dust flles
after the passage of fast trains, and
these places are being heavily coated
with oil. So far the results have been
gratifying.

Facts must be feminine—at least
they are stubborn things.

Tieed the Hed Flag of Danger.,
Re! ptmples, Llotel @4, 1 olls, sores are dangerus
slgualsof tor M lUver, p (soned bowl, CUsrearets
Candy Carlartio wiil save you, Druggless, 10,2550¢

The enimity between — Senators
Chandler and Gallinger, of New
Hampshire, was caused by a dispute
regarding a postoffice appointment.

Ask Your Pealer for Allen's Feoot-Ease.
A powder to shake in your shoes. It
rests the feet. Cures Corns, Bunions,
Swellen, Sere, lot, Callous, Aching,
Sweating I'ect and Ingrowing Nails.
At all draggists and shoe stores, 25 ets,
Sample mailed FREE. Address Allen
8. Olmsted, Le Roy, N. Y.

Vegetables are like fresh air—indis-
pensable for our health; they cool and
purify the blood and add a necessary
acid to it

Work for AL

Thousands of men are making good
wages in the harvest flelds of Minne-
sota, North and South Dakota. There
s room for thousands more. Half
rates via the Great Northern Ry. from
St. Paul. Write Max Bass, 220 Soulh
Clark Street, Chlcago,

The Chinese tael is a coin which has
never existed. Tt s simply a unit
used for convenlence,

v the murlet
There are many starches on
but only one  Faultless.” All sell

it. Every housekevper uses (L 113
and be culs . Large package We.

Out of clothes out of countenance,
out of countenance out of wit.—Ben
Jonsoa,

The truths we least desire to bear
are those which It would be to eur
advantage to know,

Mre. Winslow s Soaihing
mcllm tawd L Baltane Lhe gums, o
R ST T wared Wi duibe. b e bblig

Dr. Martin Luther PBrooks, who died
in Cleveland, O, the other day at the
age of 5T, made the fArst wpeech In fa-
vor of abalition ever made In Ohlo,
This was al Oberiin, which, through
his efforts, was made the hendguariers
uf  the  undergrownd ravlway Iw
Nroeks later taught the Arst eolored
sohaol In the west. Me was an nti-

wate frisnd of Linoosin

Taking the government crop repory -

as & basis Por cutuputation, the statls
tivian of the Now York Prisluee Es
change Agures thatl at presemt pryoog
the harvesis of thia fuuntny alrealy
are worth §1.500 1% 00
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