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DRESDENT FIALEY 1S FOR ARGED ITERVENTAN

Such is the Tenor of the Message on Cuban
Affairs Sent to the Two Houses of
Congress on Monday.

CANNOT RECOGNIZE ISLAND'S INDEPENDENCE

Executive Opposes Recognition of Beligerency as Inxpedient and Favors the
Oranting of Authority to Use Such Armed Forces of the United
States as are Necessary fo End Hostilities and
Establish a Stable Government.

WASHINGTON, April 12.—The pres-
fdent gent the following message to
the congress of the United States:

Obedient to the precept of the con-

stitution which commands the presi-
dent to give congress from time to
time Information of the state cf the
union, and to recommend to thelr con-
sideration such measures as he shall
judge necessary and expedlent, it be-
comes my duty now to address your
body with regard to the grave crisis
that has arisen in the relations of
the United States to Spaln, by renson
of the warfare that for more than
three years has raged in the neighbor-
ing island of Cuba. I do so because
of the intimate conpection of the Cu-
ban questi with the state of our
own union, and the grave relation the
course which is now incumbent upon
the nation to adopt must necds bear
to the traditional policy of cur gov-
ernment, If it is to accord with the
precept lnid down by the founders of
the republlie and religiously observed
by succeeding administrations to the
present day. The present revolution
fe but the successor of other similar
insurrections which have cccurred in
Cuba dgainst the dominion of Spain,
extending over a perlod of nearly
half a century, each of which, during
its progress, has subjected the Unilel
States to great effort and expens? in
enforcing its neutrality laws, cuused
enormons losses to the American
trade and commerce, cpused Irritation,
annoyance and disturbance among our
citizens, and, by the exercize of ernel
and barbarous and uneivilized prae-
tices ‘Uf warfare, shocked the scnsi-
bilitles and' offended the humane gsym-
pathies of vur people.

Since the present revolution began
in February, 1895, this country has
seen the fertile domain at our
threshold ravaged by fire and sword in
the course of a struggle unequaled in
the history of the island and rarely
paralleled as to the number of the
combatants and bitterness of the con-
test by any revolution of modern
times where a dependent people, striv-
ing to be free, have been opposed by
the power of the sovereign state, Ouy
people have beheld a once presper-
ous community reduced to compara-
tive want, its commerce virtually par-
alyzed, its exceptional productiveness
diminished, its fields lald waste, fits
mille in ruins and its people pérish-
ing by tens of thousands from hun-
ger and starvation. We have found
ourselves constrained in the obsery-
ance of that strict neutrality which
our laws and which the law of pa-
tions enjoins, to poiice our own wat-
ers and watch our own seaports in
prevention of any unlawful act in aid
of the Cubans., Our trade has suffer-
ed so the capital invested by our eiti-
zens In Cuba has been largely lost
and the forbearance of our people has |
been so sorely tried as to beget a per- |
ilous unrest among our own citizens
which bas inevitably found its expres-
sion from time to time in the na-|
tional legisiature so that {ssues whol-
ly external to our own body politie
€3gross attention and stand in tiu;
way of that close devotlon to domes-
tic advancement thar becomes a gelf-
contented commonwealth whose pri- |
mal maxim has been tne avoldance |

central and western provinces, Sarnta
Clara, Matanzas, Havana and Pinar del
Rio. The agricultural population, to
the estimated number of 300,000 or
more, was herded within the towns
and their immediate vicinage, deprived
of the means of support, rendered .les-
titute of shelter, left poorly clad and
ei:poud to the most unsanitary condl-
tions.

As the scarcity of food Increased
with the devastation of the depopu-
Jated areas of production, destitution
and want became misery and starva-
tion, Month by month the death rate
increased in an alarming ratio. By
March, 1807, according to conservative
estimates from official Spanish sources,
the mortality ameng the reconcentra-
dos from starvation and the diseasesz
thereto incident exceeded 50 per
centum of their total nymber. No
practical rellef was accorded to the
destitute, The overburdened towns,
already sufferlug from the gemeral
dearth, could give no ald, So-called
zones of cultivation established within
the immediate arven of effective mill-
tary eontrol about the cities and fortl-
fled cemps proved i!lusory a3 a remedy
for the suffering. The unfortunates,
being for the most part women and
children, with aged and helpless men,
eafeebled by digease and hunger, conld
not have tilled the soll without tools,
geed or shelter for thelr own support,
ot for the supply of the cities. Il
concentration, adopted avowedly as a
war measure, in order to cut off the
resources of the insurgents, workzd
its predesuned results, As T gald iu
my message of last December, it was
not eivilized warfare; it was extermi-
nation. The only peace it could hegst
was that of tne wilderness and the

ve,

DMieanwhile the miucary situation in
the island had undergone a ncticeabl.
change. The extraordinary activity
that characterized the second year of
the war when the insurgents invaded
even the hitherto unharmed fields of
Pinar del Rio and carried havoc anl
destitution up to the waliis of the city
of Havana itself, had relapsed into a
dogged struggle in the central ana
eastern provinces, The Spanish arms
regained a measure of control in Pina:
del Rio and parts of Havana, but,
under the existing conditions of the
rural eountry, without immediate im-
provement of their productive sita

ation. Even thus partially re-
stricted, the revolutionists had
their own territory and thelr

submission put forward by Bpain as
the essential and sole basis of peace,
seemed as far distant as at the outset,

At this state of affalrs my adminis-
tration found itsel! confronted with
the grave problem of its duty, My
megsage of last December reviewed
the situation and detailed the steps
taken with a view of relieving its
pcuteness and opening the way to
gome form of honorable settlement.
The assassination of the prime min-
jgter, Canovasg, led to a change of gov-
ernment in Spain, The former ad-
ministration, pledged to subjugation
without concesgion, gave place to that
of a more liberal party, committed
long in edvance to a poliey of reform,
involving the wider principle of home
rule for Cuba and Porto Rico, The
overtures of this government, made
through its new envoy, General Wood-

of all forelgn entanglements, All this | ford, and looking to an immediate
:lrt;ll :cvdl awaken and has ind:eq | and effective amelioration of the con-
used the utmost concern on the | ditlon of the island, although not ae-

r:"- of this government, as well du- | cepted to the extent of admitted me-
fnti’ redecessor's s my own. ‘dtuunn in any shape, were met by
pril, 1896, the ovils from which | Assurances that home rule in an ad-

our country sufferad through the Cy-

ban war became so onerous that my |

effort to br
about a peace through the mmnl:g:
of this governbent in any way that
might tend to an nonorable adjust-
ment of the contes between Spain
and Its coveted colony, on the basis
of some effective scheme of self-gov-
ernment for Cuba under the flag and
soverelgnty of Spaln, It falled, through
the refusal of the Spanish governmeu:
then in power 10 consider any form
mediation or indeed any plan of
settlement which did not begin with
the actual submission of the Insur-
gents to the mother country, and thea
only on such terms as Spain (tself
might see At to grant. The war con-
unabated, The resistance of
Insurgents was in po wise dimin-

+ The efforts of Apain were lncreased,
both by the dispateh of freah levies
to Cuba and by the addition to the
horrors of the strife of & new and in-
uman phass happlly unprecedented
the medern L
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tory of civilined,
ristian peoples. The policy of de.
and concenlration, (naugu-
m‘l Werlsr on Oxtober
province of Pinar de!
egtended to cmbeg »
o which the power of
the arms was ahle 1o reach
or by military apern-
ey, Including atl
|‘, m.. agriculiural In
".' m fven Blo the parvison
or lsolated ﬂ..:: bald by the
m“ﬂn movsmenl of
ol Inds were inier
My weie laid wasin
and fred mills o
ot .':i“m. that
render 1t
:"""7 sappoct
ued bW
ehiling
LUl

vanced phase would be forthwith of-
fered to Cuba without awaiting for
the war to end, and that more hu-
mane methods should henceforth pre-
vall In the conduct of hostilities. In-
cidentally with these declarations the
new government of Spaln continued
and completed the policy already be-
gan by its predecessor of testifying
friendly regard for this natlon by re-
leasing American citizens held under
one charge or another connacted with
the insurrection, so that, by the end
! of November, not a single person en-
titled In any way to our pational pro-
| tection remained in a Spanish prison.
| WTlle these negotiations weres In

progresa the increasing destitution of |
the unfortunate reconcentradoes and

the alarming mortality luu# them
claimed earnest attention, & wue-
coess which had attended the limited
measure of relie! extended to the suf-
fering American citizeny among them
' by the judiclova expenditure of the
| money appropriated expressly for their
| succor by the Joint resolution ap-
proved May 24, 1887, prompled the

A suggestion to this ead was segul-
waved In by the Hpanish authorities
On the Mth of Decemder lust [ canced

| tn he jssund  an  appeal o
the Americnn pruple Inviting
coptributions in monsy or In

kind for the swwvor of the slarving
sufferers In Cuba, following this on
"the b of January by & similap pub.
le annsuncement of ‘the formation of
s contral Cuban rellef committee, with
hemdquarters In New York elty, rom
posnl of thres mombers reproseniing
the American Natlona! Ned Cross and
the religlous and business slemenis
of the commanity. The eflorta of that
committen have been uniiring and ac
complished wuch  Arrangomenta fo
free tranaporiation o Cuba  bave
greatly abded the charitable wark The
president of the Amariean Ned Cross
abd the representiatives of other von.
tributory organisations bave seuerous-

humane extension of a similar s heme |
L uf ald 1o the great body of sufferers, |

1y visiléd Guws ald co-opercted with
the consul generai and the loeal au-
thorities to make effective dist.ibution
of the relief collected throuzh efforts
of the central committee. Nearly 3$200,-
000 in money and supplies has already
reached the sufferers and more !s
forthcoming., The supplies are ad-
mitted duty free and transportation
to tha interior has been arrarged, #o
that the relief, at first necessarily
confined to .1avana and the larger cit-
jes, I8 now extended through most, if
not all, of the towns where suffering
exists, Thousands of lives have al-
ready been saved, The neceasity for a
change In the condition ot the recon-
tredoes is recognized by the Spanish
government. Within a few days past
orders of General Weyler have been
revoked, the reconcentradoes are, it
{8 said, to be permitted to return to
their homes and alded to resume the
self-gsupporting pursuits of peace; pub-
lie works have been ordered to give
them employment and a sung.of $600,-
000 has been apropriated for thelr
relief,

The war in Cuba is of cuch a nature
that short of subjugation or extermi-
ntion victory for either slde seems
impracticable. The alternative lies in
the physical exhaustion of the one
or the other party, or perhaps of both
—a condition which in effect ended
the ten years' war by the truce of
Zanjon, The prospect of such a pro-
traction and conclugion of the pres-
ent strife is a contingency hardly to
be contemplated with equanimity by
the civilized world, and least of all by
the United States, affected and in-
jured ng we are, deeply and intimately
by its very existence,

Realizing this, it appears to be my
duty, in a spirit of true friendliness,
not less to Spain than to the Cubans
who have so much to lose by the
prolongation of the struzgle, to seek
to bring about an immediate termina-
tion of the war. To this end 1 sub-
mitted on the 27th ultimo, as a re-
sult of much representation and cor-
respondence, through the United
States minister at Madrid, propositions
to the Spanish government looking
to an armistice until October 1, for
the negotiations of peace with the
good offices of the president. In addi-
tion I asked the iImmediate revocation

wufl cOAstancy occurring astruggles for
| dominaton in Spanish America, so
| wisely consistent with our prineciples
| has been the action of our government
| that we have under the most critical
cirenrastances avolded all censure and

encountered no other evil thar that
| produced by a transient re-estrango-

ment of gocd will in  those agalnst
whom we have been by forcc of evi-
dence compelled to decide.”

It has thus been made known to the

#rorld that the wuniform policy and
practice of the United States i3 lo
avold a!l interference in disputea of
I other nations, and eventually to recog-
inlze the authority of the prevalling
| party without reference to the merits
! of the original controversy. Dut on
| this, ns on every other oceasion, safety
| ‘s to be found in a rigid adherence to
prineiple,

“In the contest between Spaln and
the revolted colonles we stood aloof
and walted not only until the ability
of the new states to protect themselves
was fully established, but until the
danger of thelr being agaln subjugat:d
had entirely passed away. Then, and
not untii then, were they recognized.
Such was our course In regard to
Mexico itself.

“It is true that with regard to Texns
the eivil authority of Mexico has been
expelled. {ts invading army. defeated,
the chief of the republic himself cap-
tured, and all present power to control
the newly organized government of
today ennihilated within its confines,
but on the other hand there is in ap-
pearance, at least, an immense dis-
parity of physical force on the side ct
Texns. The Mexican republie, under
another executive, 18 rallying its forces
under a new leader and menacing a
fresh invasion to recover its lost do-
main.

“Upon the issue of this threatzned
invasion the independence of Texos
may be considered as suspended, and
were there nothing peculiar in the git-
nation of the United States and Texas,
our scknowledgement of its indepen
dence at such a crisis should searcely
be regarded as consistent with that
prudent regerve with which we have
hitherto held ourselves bound to treat
all similar questions.”

Thereupon Andrew Jackson pro-
ceeded to consider the risk that thers
might be Imputed to the United States’
motives of selfish Interesta in view of

of the order of reconcentration, so as
to permit the pcople to return to their
farms and the needy to he relieved
with provisions and supplies from the
United States, co-operating with the
B]:ﬁﬂrlsh authoritics g0 as to afford full |
relief.

The reply of the Spanish cabinet
was received on the night of the 31st
ultimo. It offers, as the means to |
bring about peace in Cuba, to confide |
the preparation thereof to the insular
department, inasmuch as the concur- |
rence of that body would be necessary
to reach a final result, it being, how-
ever, understood that the powers re-
served by the conmstitution of the cen-
tral government are mnot leszened or
diminished. As the Cuban parliament
does not meet until the 4th of May
next, the Spanish government would
not object, for its part, to accept at
once a suspension of hostilities, if
asked for by the insurgents from the
general-in-chief, to whom {t would
pertain, in such case, to determine
the duration and conditions of the ar-
mistice.

The proposition submitted by Gen-
eral Woodford and the reply of the
Spanish government were both in the
form of brief memoranda, the texts
of which are before me, and are sub-
stantially in the language above giv- |
en. The function of the Cuban par-
liament in the matter of “preparing”
peace and the manner of its doing so
are not expregsed in the Spanish mem- |
orandum; but from General Wood-
ford’'s explanatory reports of prelim-
inary discussions preceding the final
conference it i8 understood that the
Spanish government stands ready to
give the insular congress full pow-
ers to gettle terms of peace with the
insurgents whether by direct negotia-
tion or indirectly by means of legis-
lation does not appear.

With this last overture in the direc-
tion of immediate peace and its dis-
appointing reception by Spain, the
executive was brought to the end of
his effort.

in my annual message of NDecember
lagt 1 sald: *“Of the untried meas-
ures there remain: Recognition of
the insurgents as belligerents; recog-
nition of the independence of Cuba;
neutral interventlon to end the war
by imposing a rational compromise
between the contestunts and (nter-
vention in favor of one or the other
party.

1 speak not of foreible annexation,
for that cannot be thought of. That,
by our code of morality, would be
criminal aggression, Thereupon, 1|
reviewed these alternatives, in the |
light of President Grant's measured |
words, uttered in 1875, when, after
soven years of sanguinary, destructive
and cruel barbarities in Cuba he
reached the conclusion that recogni-
| tion of the independence of Cuba was

impracticable and Indefensible, and
that the recogmition of belligerence
was not warranted by the facts, ae-
cording to the tests of public law. 1
commened especially upon the latter
! aspect of the question, ointing out
| the Inconveniences and positive dan-
| gers of a recognition, which, while
adding to the already onerous burdens
of neutrality within our own jurisdie-
tion, conld not in any way extend our
Influence or eMective offlces o the tepr-
ritory of hostilities. Nothing has since
ocvurred to change my view in this
regard, and | recognize as fully now
As then that the lssunnece of a proels-
mation of neutrality, by which pro-
coss the ao-called recognition of bel.
lgerence is published, eould not of s
olf, and unattended Wy otkep action,

sccomplish nothing toward the one
ehill for which we labor, the inslang
pacifeation of Cuba and Lhe ieanalion

of hoatiliiles
Tuining o the question of Interven

Han st this time, the independence
of the present lnsurgent goverament
I Cuba, we Al sale procsdents ia
our histacy from an sarly day. They
are woll summed up s Prealdent

Jaghaon g mestage 1 congrees. Iecem-

bar 20 B0 o 'he = hjeet of 1he
renagnitilon of 1k Indspondence ol
Tonns He sald

“In all the contentions 1hat have
ariasn out of the e olutions of Prance
et of 1he -'II..,p..l . |.I‘.|.. e the

vrows of Portugal and Spaln, our of
the separation of the Amorivan s
seasions of badh from the Buropean
goverament, and eut of the numeraus

the former eclaim on our part to the
territory of Texas and of tae avowed
purpose of the Texans in seeking re-
cognition of independence a2s an inei-
dent to the Incorporation of Texas ‘n
the union, concluding thus:
“Prudence, therefore, seems to indi-

| eate that we should still stand aloof

and maintain our present attitude, If
not until Mexico itself, or one of the
great foreign powers shall recognize

| the independence of the new govern-

ment, at least untu the lapse of time
or the course of events shall have
proved beyond cavil or dispute the
ability of the people of wiat country
to maintain their separate sovereignty
and to uphold the government consti-
tuted by them. Neither of the con-
tending parties can justly complain ot
this course, By pursuing it we are but
carrying out the long established pol-
fey of our government, a policy which
has secured to us respect and influenve
abroad and inspired confldence at
home.” These are the words of the
resolute and patriotic Jackson. They
are evidence that the United States, in
addition to the test imposed by public
J]aw as to the condition of the recog-
nition of independence by a neutral
state (to-wit, that the revolted state
ghall “constitute in fact a body politic
having a government in substance as
well as name, possessed of the ele-
ments of stability and forming e
facto, if left to itself, a state among
the nations reasonable capable of dis-
charging the duties of state): has im-
posed for its own goverance in dealing
with cases like these the further con-
dition that recognition of independent
statehood is not due to a revolted de-
pendency until the danger of its being
again subjugated by the parent state
has entirely passed away. 7This ex-
treme test was in fact applied in the
case of Texas. The congress to whom
President Jackson referred the ques-
tion as “one probably leading to war"”
and therefore a proper subject for a
“previous understanding witk that
body, by whom war alone can be de-
clared, and by whom all the provisions
for sustaining its perils must be fur-
nished,” left the matter of the recog-
nition of Texas to the executive pro-
viding merely for sending a diplomatie
agent, when the president should be
satisfled that the republic of Texas
had become “an independent state."”

It was so recognized by President
Van Buren, who commissioned a
charge d' affaires March 17, 1837, after
Mexico had abandoned an attempt to
reconquer the Texan territory and
then there was at the time no bona
fide contest golng on between the in-
surgent province and its former sov-
erelga.

1 sald In my message of December
last: “Tt {8 to ba seriously consldered

. whether the Cuban insurrection pos-

sesses beyond dispute the attributes of
statehood, which alone can demand
the recognition of belligerency in s
favor,"

The same requirement must cer-
tainly be no less serlous!y considered
when the graver lssue of recognizing
independence is In question, for no
less positive test ean be nrpllod to the
greater aot than to the lesser, while
on the other hand the Influences and
consequences of the struggle upon the
internal polley of a recognizing state,
which form important factors when
the recognition of helligerency Ia con-
cerned, are secondary If not rightly
iNiminable fastors when the real ques-
tion is whether the community claln-
ing recognition s or s not Independ-
ent heyond peradventury.

Nor from the standpoint of sxpedi-
ence do 1 think it would bhe wise or
prudent for this government 1o recog-
nize at the present time the jndepen-
denee of the po-enlled Cuban republis,
Such recogaition ls not vecessary In
order to enable the Pulied Hiates io
tntervene and pacify the lsland. To
commit this country to the recognition
of any particwlar government la Cuba
might subject ug to embarrasalng con-
ditlons of international obligation to.
ward the organisation so recognised
In case of intervention our v ol e
would be subjected 1o the approval or
disapproval of such Eovernment and
we wounld be reguived 10 submil te s
divection and assume to it the mers
relstion of & friendiy ally. When I
shall apsear hersafter that there 4
within (he lsland a sovernment cap.
able of perfarmiag the dutien and dis-
charging the functions of & separais
patlon. and hating as & wmatter of fact
the proper feams and atiributes of
sallonality, such goveinmoul an be

promptly und readlly recogmized, and
the relations and Interests of the
United States with such nation ad-
Justed,

There remain the alternative forms
of intervention to end the war, either
as an Impartial neutral, by imposing
a rational compromise betjveen the
contestants or as an active ally of the
one party or the other.

As to the first, it is not to be forgot-
ten that during the last few months
the relation of the United States has
virtnally been one of friendly inter-
vention .n many ways, not so conclu-
sive, but all tending to tne exertion of
a potential Influence toward an ulti-
mate pacine result, just and honorable
to all interests concerned. The spirit
of a. our acts hitherto haz been an
earncst, unselfisn desire for peace and
prosperity in Cuba, untarnished by
differences between us an . «pain, and
unstained by the blood of American
citizens,

The foreible intervention of tha
United ocates as a nectrul to stop the
war, according to the dictates of hu-
manity and following many historical
precedents where neighboring states
have interfered to check the hopeless
sacrifice of life by internecine conflicts
beyond their borders, Is justifiable
on mnational grounds. It _Involves,
however, hostile constraint upon both
the parties to the contest, as well to
enforce a truce as to gulde the event-
tual settlement,

The grounds for such intervention
may be briefly summarized as follows:

1. In the cause of humanity and to
put an end to the barbarities, blood-
shed, starvation and horrible miseries
now exlsting there. and which the
parties to the conflict are either un-
able or unwiliing to stop or mitigata,
It {8 no answer {o say this Is all In
another country. belonging to another
pation and is thervefore none of our
business. It is specially our duty for
it iz right at our door.

2 We owe it to our citizens in Cuba
to afford them that protection and in-
demnity for life and property which
no government there can or will afford
and to that end to terminate the con-
ditions which deprive them of legal
protection.

3. The right to intervene may be
justified by the very serfong injury to
the commerce, trade and business of
our people and by the wanton destruc-
tion of property and devastation of
the island.

4. And which i1s of the utmost Im-
portance. The present condition of
affairs in Cuba {2 a constant menace fo
our peace, and entails upon this gov-
ernment an enormous expense, With
such a conflict waged for years in an
{sland so near us and with waich our
people have euch trade and business
relations—when the lives and liberty
of our citizens are in constant danger
and their property destroyed and
themselves ruined—where our trading
vegsels are liable to geizure and are
geized at our very docr by war ships
of a foreign nat.on, the expeditions of
filibustering that we are powerless to
prevent altogether and the irritating
questions and entanglements thus aris-
ing—all these and others tnat I need
not mention with the resulting
strained relations are a constan' men-
ace to our peace and comp~' us to keep
on a semi-war footing with a nation
with which we are at peace,

These elements of danger and dis-
order already pointed out have been
strikingly illustrated by a tragic event
which has deeply and justly moved the
American people. I have already trans-
mitted to congress the report of the
naval court of inquiry on the destrue-
tion of the battleship Maine in the
harbor of Havana during the night
of the 15th of February. The destruc-
tion of that noble vessel has filled the
national heart with inexpressible sor-
row. ‘i1wo hundred and fifty-eight
brave sailors and marines and two
officers of our navy, reposing in the
fancied secarity of a friendly harbor,
have been hurled to death—grief and
want brought to their homes and sor-
row to the nation.

The naval court of Inquiry, which,
it is needless to say, commands the
unqualified confidence of the govern-
ment, was unanimous in its conclusion
that the destruction of the Maine was
cansed by an exterior explosion, that
of a submarine mine. It did not as-
sume to place the responsibility. That
remains to be nxed.

In any event, the destruction of the
Maine. by whatever exterior force, is

a patent and impressive proof of a
state of things in Cuba that is intol-
erable. That condition s thus shown
to be suck that the Spanish govern-
ment cannot assure safety and gecurity
to a vessel of the American navy in
the harbor of Havana on a mission of
peace and rightfully there,

Further referring In this connection
to recent diplomatic correapondence, a
dispatch from our minister to Spain
of the 26th ult. contained the state-
ment that the Spanish minister for
forelgn affairs assured him positively
that Spain will do all that the highest
honor and justice requires in the mat-
ter of the Maine. The reply above
referred to of the 31st ult. alse con-
tained en expression of the readiness
of Spaln to submit to an arbitration
all the differences which can arise in
this ma..er, which is subsequently ex-
plained by the note of the Spanish
minister at Washington of the 10th
fast. as follows:

“As to the guestion of fact which
springs from the diversity of viewa
from the report of the Ameriean and
Spanish boards Spain proposes that
the faei be ascertained by an im lal
investigation by experts, which de-
cislon Bpain accepts in advance ™

To this | have made no reply,

The long trinl has proved that the
object for which Spaln has waged the
war cannot be sttalned. ‘tue fire of
insurrection may flame or may smoul-
der with varying seasons, but it has
not been, and It Is not plain that it
ean be, extinguished by present
methods. The only hope of relief and
repose from a condition which cannol
longer be endured In  the enforesd
pacifieation of Cuba. In the name of
humanity, in the nams of civillaation,

in baha!f of the endangerod American |

interests, which gives us the vight and
duty to speak and 0 act, the war In
C'uba must sl

Preaident Orant, In 875, after dis.
cusaing the shases uf the conlest as It
then apearsd and s hopelessiess and
apparent tndefinite prolongation said

“in sueh event | am oF the opinlon
that other nations will bhe compelied
1o aseuma \he reaponsihiiity which de
volves upan them and (o serionsly
ransider the anly remalning messurss
passible, mediation snd intervention
Owing. perhaps. ‘o the large sxpanes
of waler separsiing the ‘sland from
the peningula, the conl nling paitiss

appear to have within themselves uo
depository of common confidence 19
suggest wisdom when passion and ex-
citement have thelr sway, and to as-
sume the part of peacemakers. In this
case, in the earlier days cf the contest,
the good ofices of the United States 03
a mediator were tendered in good faith

with.ut any selfish pu , in the
interest of humanity an In sincere
friendship for both parties, but were

at the time declined by Spain with the
declaration nevertheless that at a fu-
ture time they would be indispensable.
No Intimation has been recelved that
in its opinion that ume has been
reached, and yet the strife continues
with all its dread horrors and injuries
to the interests of the United States
and of other natlons. Each party
seems quite capable of working great
{njury and damage to the other as
well a8 to all the relations and inter-
ests dependept upon the existence of
peace in the island, but they seem ln:
capable of reaching any adjustment,
and both have thus far falled of
achleving any success whereby one
party shall possess and control the
{sland to the exclusion of the other,
Under the cireumstances the agency
of others, either by mediation or by
{ntervention, seems to be the only al-
ternative which must sooner Or latef
be invoked for the termination of the
strife.”

In view of these facts and these con-
siderations, T asl the congress to au-
thorize and empower the president to
take measures to secure a full settle-
ment and termination of hostilities
bhetween the government of Spain and
the people of Cuba, and to secure in
the island the establishment of a stahlo
government capable of maintaining
order and observing Its {nternational
obligations, ensuring peace and tran-
quility and the security of its citizens,
as well as our own, and to use the
military and mnaval forces of the
United States as may be necessary for
these purposes, and in the interest of
humanity and to ald in preserving the
lives of the starving people of the
{sland, 1 recommend that the distrib-
ution of food and supplies be contin-
ued and that an appropriation be mada
out of the public treasury to supple-

ment the charity of our citizens. Tha
{saue is now with the congreas. It is
a solemn responsibility. I have ex-

hausted every effort to relieve the in-
tolerable eondition of affalrs which is
at our doors. Prepared to executs
every obligation imposed upon me by
the constitution and the laws, I await
your action.

In the last annual message of my
ifmmediate predecessor, during the
pending struggle, it was sald:

“When the inability of Spain to
deal successfully with the insurrec-
tion has become manifest and it is de-
monstrated that its sovereignty is ex-
tinct in Cuba for all purposes of its
rightful existence, and when a hope-
less struggle for its re-establishment
has degenerated into a strife which
means mothing more than the use-
less sacrifice of human life and the
utter destruction of the very gubject
matter of the conflict, a situation will
be presented in which our obligations
to the sovereignty of Spain will be
superseded by higher obligations,
which we can hardly hesitate to ree-
ognize and discharge,

In my annual message to CONETess,
December last, speaking of this ques-
tion, I said:

“The mear future will demonstrate
whether the indispensable condition
of a righteous peace, just alike to the
Cubans and to Spain, as well as
equitable to all our interests so inti-
mately involved in the welfare of Cu-
ba, is llkely to be attained. If not,
the exigency of further and other ac-
tion by the United States will re-
main to be taken. When the timo
comes that action will be determined
in the line of indisputable right and
duty. It will be faced without mis-
glving or hesitancy in the light of the
obligation this government owes to
itself, to the people who have confided
to It the protection of their interests
and honor, and to humanity.

“Sure of the right, keeping free from
all offenge ourselves, actuated only by
upright and patriotic considerations,
moved neither by passion nor selfish-
ness, the government will continue ita
watchful care over the rights snd
property of American citizens and will
abate none of its efforts to bring about
by peaceful agencles a peace which
shall be honorable and enduring. If
it shall hereafter appear to be a duty
imposed by our obligations to our-
gelves, to civilization and humanity to
intervene with force, it shall be with-
out fault on our part and only because
the necessity for such action will be
80 clear as to command the support
and approval of the civilized world.”

Yesterday and since the praparation
of the foregoing message, official In-
formation was recelved by me that
the latest decree of the queen regent
of Spain directs General Blanco, In
order to prepare and facilltate peace,
to proclaim a suspension of hostilities,
the duration and detalls of which
have not yet been communicated to
me. This fact, with every other perti-
nent conslderation, will, I am sure,
have your just and careful attention
in the wsolemn dellberations upon
which you are about to enter. If this
measure attains a successful result,
then our aspirations as & Chritlan,

e loving le will be realized,
f it falls it will only another
tification for our contemplated action,
WILLIAM M'KINLEY,
ixecutive Mansion, April 11,

-—

“Don't you see” sald the Atlanta
Copstitution’'s colored veteran, the
other day, “what dey doln’ wid de nig-
gers In dis heah war time; en eln't
it des o3 | tol' you™ “Wy—whut dey
doin'T"  “Well, sub, of dey aln't gone
en sont & whole regiment or cullud
sojers ter de Dry Tortures! Min' you,
now-—tuk ‘um all fum & lan' whar dey
has local option sn sont ‘um ter de
Dry Tortures! 1 tells you, de eullud

rave &in't got no show ‘tall on
side or de worl'!" e

When ten. Jobn B Gorden was lee-
turing In Owassoa, Mich., the olher
evening, & ivlegram from the soully
was handed o hlm, which hs pead:
“Uime hundred and Ay thousand of

| your comindes stand ready o follow

your lead ln the proteciion of our nas
tional honer ™  Alter reading i, ha
sakdl ) ihiak | hear rebel ulb.lld
Yoankes hurrabs minglod a8 o i some
ol couniey uniles |

of sur Rag” el

Why last ey
tune ll.t:“ :‘ 'm“':u:.fu“ her for

- LS



