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OUR GOLDEN TERRITORY.
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the | tains, and forests centuries old

It i almost thirty yvears alnce
foreslght of one man secarcd
United Btates a land whow
every day becoming more
keown and appreciated by the people
of the Union, He bravel ridicule,
and oppogition of every sort from ev-
ery source, and with a pertinacity
born of Inward conviction, he never
rested until he had seen Alaska be-
come the property of the United Blates,
The name of Secretary SBeward will be
forever pssoclated with that remark-
able purchase, hff which we secured
from Ruseia for seven milllon two
hundred thousand dollars a territory
nine timesg the size of the New Eng-
land states; teeming with gold mines,
rich in furs, abounding In fish, and
clothed with forests, But at that time
no one, not even the Russians them-
welves, knew what a rich country Alas-
ke was, and many were the jokes made
ut the expense of Secretary Beward's
enthusiasm, ‘The papers sneered at it,
one of them suggesting to President
Johngon that he visit “this land of val-
nable vnow and merchantable ice,” for
the general impression was that It was
un lee-bound country, access Lo which
wns crowded with Siberlan-like diffi-
culties, the people as a whole knowing
vory little about It, and not stopplag
fo consider that its thousand miles of
consl was washed by the warm waters
of tho Japan current, thus modifying
the climate, so that winters in Sltka
are scurcely more severe than those
in New York, while the summers are
refreshingly cool,  Secretary Seward
worked with almost o seer's vislon to
aceomplish his heart’s desire, and he
wan ably seconded by Charles Bumner,
whose apesch (n the senate on “the ces-
slon of Kussian America” was one of
the finest efforts of his lfe, and at
length the vast district became the
property of the United States,

Then came he puzzling question of
niming the perritorial baby, bécause
Ity old pame, "Russlan America,” was
o longer appropriate.  The wits ex-
ereised thelr Inventive powers, sug-
geuting auch appelations as “Amerlean
Siberia,” and  “Zero  Islands,' but
Charles Bumner showed hig fine taste
by suggesting “Alaska'” (the great
land), 2 naume which the Indlans usred
in connection with the southern part of
the peniosula,  The ceremony of the
transfer was very simple, Had one
been In Sitka a eertain bright October
morning fn 1867 he would have seen
heautiful Sitka bay gay with the flut-
tering Sturs and Stripes on three Unit-
od States warships, while from every
wltafl and roof of the village waved the
emblem of Russia’s power, In frout
of the old castle on s lofty, natural
siovation were drawn up the troops of
both countries, who sllently awaited
the first salute from one of the United
States ships, ¢t which signal the order
wias glven to lower the castle’s Russian
Bag. SBcarcely had the sound of the
American guns logt themselves in echo,

valune Is
and more

whan the Russian  batteries bhoomed
forth, and the American flug gayly
P i

for the |

| enmoe filled with Indians darting across

are
constantly presenting themselves, The
Yosemite seems but the child of this |
vast, grand congregation of rocks,while |
Plke's Peak 1s but a strayed little
brother, for one after the other, on all
sides, mountains that lose themselves
In the sky's snow banks rise perpen-
dieularly from the smooth, level sur
face of the water, Neptune demanding
no tribute during thils voyage, as one
meets the open sea only while crossing
Queen Charlotte Sound and Dixon En-
trance, A bird flying high over head,
or u seagull skimming the water's mir-
ror-like face, glve evidence of the
feathered Inhabitants of these unex
plored wildernesses, while a birch-bark

the water, add the last touches of wild-
ness to the scene, But the “noble red
man' I8 nobler at a distance than upon
nearer acquaintance, for the first set-
tlement where the water carriage
lands, Fort Wrangell, discloses the
natives freed from all pleturssqueness,
thelr totem poles alone calling out ad-
miration, Before almost every hut
are geen these stately emblems, sym-
bolieal of the natives' pride—a pride
which humanity shares, for does not
everyone respect a coat-of-arms? The
savage and white man here meet cu
common ground, for each desires in-
fluence, and in Indian affairs he who
orecla the most splendid pole fs reck-
oned a man of wealth, for these her-
aldrie embloms cost the owners from
$1,000 to 82,000 of our money. A fine
| cedar log, perhaps fifty feet long, 1s
| chosen, and this, after it has been
stripped of the bark, I8 carved with
the fuces of men, beanls and birda,
which may or may not be painted, and
to every Indlan this true gencological
tree relates a plain story of the owner
showlng his descent (which Is reck-
oned on his mother's side), the powoer
ful alllances made by his family, and
the great events in the tribe's history,
The day of Ity erection Is a proud ona

for the savage, as the event s cele-
| brated by the entire triba, and that host
who can make the greatest display by
lavishly feasting all hig guests on the
dellcacies of thig land, by glving them
expensive blankets 08 souvenirs, is
counted the most important, and takes
a correspondingly high rank, even if
he beggars himself In the operation —a
parody on modern civillization,

Having exchanged good [United
States money (of which they seem to
know the value) for sllver spoons on
the handles of which they have carved
totem poles, and having reveled in thelr
old art work baskets made of the split
roots of the cedar, woven together by
hand so tightly that they would hold
water, rnd palnted with native colored
clay in rude geometrical figures, the
tourist finds himself once more drifting
through a never ending panorama of
nuture's arranging and painting, until
the glacliera begin to make thelr ap-
pearance, eaca one of which seems
more beautiful thaa its predecessor, un-
til that queen of glaclers, the Mulr, I8
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mounted to the top, while both couns [ reached, Like a shy malden, It has

try's guns sounded a doet, after which |
the Russian governor formally resigned |
g badge of office to Ameriea’s repre-
septative, and the land belonged to Un
ole Bam.  That night there was u ban-
guet and ball at the castle, and thon
the Russian (fawmilles, many of whom
were cultured, educated  people, pre-
pared ta leave the country In possession
uf the pew owner, so that In a few |
manths the nutives and Unlted States
iroops, together with uonserupulous ad-
VL e e, the sole e pants
tiradually the Jutter olass was super-
sededd iy honest prospectors and rogged
ploncers, whose aceounts of the beanty
of the band attracted the tourists who
inually Nood the coast peglon,
where aome of the grandest scenery of
the warld can be seen

Leaving Vivioria, the boal begins its |
serpentine passage amolg the Innum-
veable islands which, wecklace-like, en-
ircle the coast I verlty and truth,
they are the spurs of that unbiroken
wauntain range which fhorms & wall
alung the Pacile voast Trom north 1o
suth At Riest, one begine o count
these nlands, but s soan lost In a
mage of Agures, for there is & goadly |
company of abwsut L1 varring In slae
from small, delioale patohes of groen
ta great tracts of land 3 large as the
alale of Massachusetis.  As the boat
aliden in and out of this labyrinth of
AL, (B¢ wele becomes ko lebdos o
wie, for aes combiuatiens of (urquaiee
walegr, Bosce Rechod sy graaiie moun-
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| artilléry as the

| wealher, towering 1,500 feet above the

been chary of Ite beauty, hiding itself
in a bay which Is rather formidable o1
entrance, as it Is usoally flled with s
fleet o! jcebergs and floes which per-
sist In keeping three-fourths of thele
bavdles under water, so that g vessel
wishing to make thelr acquaiptance

Cerrara marble by masler artisis 1o
days of yore. Even the sun seems to
pause and smile more genlally as he
sees himself reflected In a thousand
Erilliant lee-facets which separate it
rays into their prismatic hues. DBul
linger as he may, the time comes when
only the moon and stars see Lthe won-
derful beauty of the place, for boat
must say good-by when Sol's charl s
passes on, as It 18 not safe for a vesso!
to be overtaken by night In that lce
dotted bay, which is so unlike that
cther bay which caresses the banks «f
Sitka, the most interesting settlement
in Alaska. A single street, at the
head of which Is the old orthodox
Greek church, with Its pleturesque
green minarets, chime of bells and fine
clock, divides the village into two
paurts—civilization and heathenlsm, On
the one side I8 the Indlan rancherie or
settlement, for the government now
compels the natlves to live In houses
or huts which front the beach in »
double row, each place belng white
washed and numbered, The inside
conglsts of one large room with a hole
in the middle of the roof, through
which the smoke of the fire cscapes,
the soot on the celling forming Dblack
stalactites of the most fascinating
shape and form. In this common 1ly-
Ing room, the entire family, includin,
hordes of dogs, eat and sleep, while
the only touch of pleturesqueness abou:
the rancherie are the beautiful canoes
covered with gay blankets, which are
drawn up on the beach, On the other
slde of the graveled highway are the
trading store, custom house, barracis
missglon gchools and governor's castlae
which Is o most Interesting square old
structure made of huge logs held to
gether by iron bolts, Its foundation pe
Ing a rocky elevation which s sur
rounded on three gides by water, while
the fourth springs abruptly from .he
surrounding land, thus forming a nat-
ural and Impregnable fortress, ‘The
view from this commanding height 1is-
cloges g seml-clrenlar bay which migh
he the twin of the beautiful bay of Nu
ples, not even the fire mountain being
abgent, for the extinel voleano, Bdge
cumbe, far In the distance to the righ?,
wrapped In a royal purple mantle
guards the hundreds of emerald Islands
which stud the sllvery, glittering ox.
panse of water, lack of the town ar
the everlasting hills, whose rigiug
#lopes as blue as lapis lazull, gradually
hide themeelves in vells of Almy, fleecy
clonds unt}l they change thelr gowns
to the pure whiteness of perpetus)
RNOW,

Nature seems to be “setting for het
pleture,” for everything about Sitka
presents views to fill a water color-ar-
tist with rapture. Even the sun lingers
long before cleeing his eyes on  this
perfection, for 9 o'clock In August finds
bim still out of bed, flooding the scenc
with glorlous mellow light, whieh
gradually fades through the red of ro-
gret, and the gray of resignation, to 1he
tender amethyst of hope, for the gentle
afterglow which tints the snow-cappa
mountaing, and 18 reflected by the s
land-get bay, geems to be a4 promise ol
tomorrow’s return, and one secretly
envies him the sight, for ere that time
comes the steamer will have carries
{t8 human freight many miles from thi
haven of perfect beauty, on the home-
ward voyage from this land of poeils
loveliness—-Amerlea's Switzerland,

Hellam 1n &5 Mine.

Helium, it will be recollected, Is ¢
chemieal element which was known tc
exist In the sun and some of the star:
long before it had been digcovered o
the earth. When found on our globe

rare mineral of Norway named clevelte
Since then clevelte hag bheen in demand
in chemical laboratories, and fts rarity
has made it costly, Recently a mine
was opened near Ryfylke, Norway, eon.
taining an abundance of clevelite, to
gether with geveral other rare miner
als, The cleveite from this mine, ex
amined in London, has been found rlel
in helium, and it sells for about 8§ &
pound.

Presoat Population of Johanuneshurg.

Johannesburg, according to the Iat
est figures, has now 186,000 Inhibitants
51,000 of whom are whites, There are
16,265 Buritish, 3,336 Russians, 2,26
Germans, 819 Duteh, 442 Frenchmen
311 Swedes and Norweglans, 206 [tal
lans, and 648 from other non-Africar
vountries; the others come from the
Orange Free State and the Britlsl
South African colonles,

FIGS AND THISTLES.

The ring of the dollar 1s not heard i
the death chamber,

lalnd acts find a dozen friends before
kind wishes get an introduction,

Tae truthful are youthful though

must be shod In iron, The grating ol
the lee under the ship's metal heel, the |
flevce rushing In and out of the thdes
and the distant booming of nature

leebergs break away
from the glacler's face and Ml into

wuler, like glant sentries, guard this
frosen gem. |1 dows not stoop down W
reach the sen, but baldly fearlessly ap
proaches the sdge of the water, pre-
senting & solld wall of lee aver 290 foel
high, and three miles aeross s face~
& sight 1o dasale and fascinate man:
kil

Laoaving the ship, Niloboats land the
aspiring tourists 1h o ravine sl the side
of ihis e plver, aid (he sacent (hiough
said and boulder s begun & srambie
rieh In reward, as (e top of the gia
vher s A congregatiog of ponha len,
wany of which are a8 benutitul and
symmetrieal as IF they were ot from

thal, checks are withered with age,
The rich man in hell dida't ask to be |
taken out, He wanted to be made com
fortsbils where he was,
Convinee w sinner that you are econs

| the water, make one's hlood tingle, and ! cerned about him, and bhe will soon
expectation hes  reached lis climax | D® concerned ahout himself |
when & sudden turn Into an inlet brings There Is some difference hotwoen
one lace to fuce with one of the most | hope-so redglon and  assiraie il
novel, awe-inspiring sights In all this I there ia belween muggy twilight ond
Kreat round workld - Mute gliacler—un- | clear sunshiny

like any other of s fellows Acroas | A vuchre piaving, dapcing. thea

the bay Mount Crillon and Mount Falr | #olng, beer dv'aking chureh membor

van do mare to Jemorallse (he younrd
than a full Peaget devil

The preachs who s nol caring
whelher anybady L being brought o
repentance by his poosshing has mi- |
understood the Lot

Avvurding to the erlties o emot g M|
religlan, the penltents ub the day ol
Pentecost should have beon “out 10
1halr logival facultles,” Instead of “out
1o the heart ™ '

Peaiie wha wouid baw, and seraps |
and walk on thelr knees for the anke
af being pressnied (o Quesn Vieturia,
encuae themaeives from the Weduas
day night leves of the King of K'ap
= he prayer meoting Mam's Hora

two years ago, It was digcovered in ¢ |

JOYS OF HARRISON.

WHEELS BABY CARRIAGE AND
CLEARS UP UNDERBRUSH,

fhe Ex-President Must Enjos Both, for
He's Becoming Plawmp in His Adiron-
duck Coltage ~Proof Against olitics
~~He Is Very Democintic.

iy ES! There's mno
4/ tellin® by appear-
ances,” sald
man who rowed me
up the lake from
014 Forge ia the
Adirondacks to my

"tother day a young
woman says: ‘See
that old gentleman cleaning up brush.
It must be hard work bending over,
he ig go fat.” ‘That's Benjamin Harrl-
son, ex-president of the United States,’
says L.”

The ex-president {s working on the
grounds of his new summer home with
all the zeal of a ploneer who has a
growing fam!ly to provide for, His
beard is white, but he {8 young In
heart. An alr of geniality and of
cheeriness pervades the Harrison cot-
tage such as would surprise politiclans
who have memorles of the tempera-
ture in the White House during his
administration, There I8 one man at
Old Forge who malntalng—manlfest
skepticlam of the natives notwithstand-
ing—that he has been “Honest Ben
Harrison” actually “crack a smile” In
the presence of the new baby,

The baby now welghs elghteen
pounds and ¢ as round and as red as &
pippin. When Father Harrigson re-
Heves the nurse in pushing the baby
carrlage up and down in front of the
cottuge hls face whows that he has
found an ocenpation more congenial
than being president of the United
Stales, He trots the Infant on his
knee, he wiggles hie forefinger before
Its exven with gome of the awkwardness
of a young father with hils flretborn,
but with deliberate cave,

Baby McKee's nose lg quite out of
joint, Bon Russell’'s nose Is completely
broken, and he works at clearing off
underbrush with a daintiness and a
lack of paturalness and force which
might well call forth a rebuke from

the boss,”

The ex-president works like a veler-
an handy man, Unlike Son Russell,
he rolls up his sleeves and goes “right

In.” But then Bon Russ s blase, He
has not the eathusiasm of a young
father,

"
TENDING THE BABY,

In Washington the general Impres-
glon was that the president was ex-
tremely neat; withal a ¢ity man never
to be dragged out of eity clothes and a
citified appearance. However, we nll
know what transformations the arrival
of & baby may make. When Mr, Har-
rison clears away underbrush he wears
a delightfully grotesque lttle slouch
hat, a neglige shirt, five-cent suspen-
ders, a pair of old trousers and old
leather legging which show wear, while
Son Russ’'s show only style,

“There’s no deer shooting now,” sald
the ex-president as he put his hands
on his hips, drawing the deep breath
and taking the restful position of a
workman who has a moment’s lelsure;
“and it's pretty hot to fish in the day-
time, Bo I am just clearing up the
front of my new place a bit, There (s
a lot of work te do yet before we get
into good shape. It's rather hard to
make a lawn where this underbrush (s,
We cut it down and root it up pretty
thoroughly one year, and when we
come back the next it has grown up
again In the most andacious manner,

We're also ripping out some of the
stumps left from the cutting of the
trees when we first bullt our cottage,
Then thig spot was nothing more than
n bateh of forest-—% good place for the
idleer to some down to the water 1o

| ex-prealdent’s views as a

drink. We had a great deal of pleasure
in selecting the trees which we were
to leave for shade, both as to individual
heauty and to harmonlous arrangement

"uf the whole.”

An greatly luterested as | was In the
ploneer, |
wis more interested In whatever he
might say about the tarift bill and the
return of prosperity,

“Hankers and merchants,” he sald
know better than | whether or nol
prosperity s returning. Here in the
woodds | am quite out of polities.”

He was prool agalost any requests
for & word an the Cuban, the Hawallan
or the Behving Hea questions, and no
leas sllent about the Dingley bill, Poll-
tea, in any form, be thought, [nadvisa-
ble for aa ex-president enjoying the
quiet wf Bis summer home

Now that Mr. Harrison has a wite
and & baby, to whom he devoles him-
self with fue gallaniry, he goss less
and leas to the Moose club, & shooting
and recreation wiganlsalion composed
of well to-do and sulld professional and

men, which has & fne sum-
wer elubbonse not far from the Harris

‘-n vollags

Min great friend, Me. Shephord, stitl

| beforehand

the |

destination,
“When we was
comin’ down here |

comes over to see him, and occasion-
ally he finds time for an hour with Mr.

Shepherd on the plazza of the club- |

house,

Friend Shepherd I8 just such a man
as Mr. Harrlson weald be expected to
ke, What a vast contrast he 1s to
Mr. Cleveland's ruddy-faced and
strong-volced friend, Broker Benedict!
Friend Shepherd looks just as neat and

smooth as the Mr, Harrlson whom we |

knew as president. He always ordergp
whole section in the sleeping car long
when he Is going to or
from the Adirondacks, so as to have
the use of the upper berth in order to
keep the creases In his trousers in a
state of rigid preservation. He I8 qulet,
thoughtful and correct. Like the ex-
president, he Is celebrated for general
taciturnity and for particular verbosl-
ty In asking a multitude of questions
about when the train or boat goes
while walting for It.

Ag either s opposed to taking the
initiative in a conversation himself,
the natives wonder how they can ever
talk together;, but this peculiarity may
explain how they get on so well, ke
the two old army officers who, on he-
ing Introduced after spending the after-
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noon together, beeame the fastest of
friends. One had sald: “The service
Ig golng to the devil”; the other re-
plled, “Yeos, d it, It is;" and that
wus the extent of thelr conversation,

“Son Russ,” who was so festive In
the earlier part of his father's admin-
futration, has been almost forgotten by
the public and Is growing more sedate,
and some say more wise. The ex-
president s, If anything, more portly
than ever., In his shirt sleeves, with-
out the gracious folds of a frock coat,
he appears as round as a ball, He
takes no exercise, except pushing the
baby carriage and clearing away under-
brush, Unlike Mr, Cleveland, he has
no paphtha launch, When he travels
on the lake it Is In a rowboat, his gulde
and man-of-all-work being at the oars,

The new law which prevents the
“hounding’ of deer, the luring of them
to a certain spot with salt or attract-
Ing them with a “jack light” is a dis-
appointment to Mr. Harrlson, who will

having the deer brought to him, Form-
erly his guldes and their dogs hounded
the deer into the water, where they
were kept swimming unti] the ex-presi-
dent from the bow of his boat dis-
patched them. Or else at night he was
rowed along the shores with a light in
the Low of the boat. Often in this way
the prey is brought within two or three
yards of the muzzle of the rifle. As
the guides say, “You can almost reach
out and touch them.” Both “hound-
ing” and “jacklighting” are scarcely
consldered legitimate sport by Ameri-
can sportsmen. What Mr, Harrison de-
gires more than anything else is the
venison for his table, it is sald, and he
sees no more cruelty in getting it in
one way than in another.
FREDERICK PALMER,

\\

now have to hunt the deer, instead of.

| ASTOLD BY HORATIOSEYMOUR

The Thanksgiving Proclamation Thad
the Clergymen Condemmned,

Epeaking of Horatio S8eymour, an old
New York politician recalls the follow-
ing anecdote, which, he asserts, the
Covernor used to tell on himsalf:

“I had just taken my seat in the rall-
way carriage when I noticed two minis-
terial looking men in front of me,”
sgald the Governor, “‘Do yon know
Horatlo Seymour? asked one.
‘No,’ eame the answer, ‘although [ have
seen him." '‘Have you? Then 1 pray
you to tell me how he looks.' ‘Well,
he looks what he |s—a great drunkard,”
answered the one who had saen the
Governor, ‘Um,’ sald the questioner,
sadly, ‘It's a great pity that he shonld
be Governor, I understand that he
owns an Interest in more than half the
rum shops in Utica.' ‘Yes,' was the re-
gponse, ‘and he has to look out for
them in the morning, as he Is nlways
too drunk in the afternoon to sttend
to that or any other business.' )
pricked up my ears,” concluded tho
Governor, “for | was earfous to know
what had caused these two to go for
me 8o severely, Presently | discovered.
‘Have you seen his Thanksglving proe-
lamation?" asked one. ‘Yes, andg 1
think it seandalously infldel.’ ‘So do
1!  And yet that proclamation was
written by the rector of the leading
Eplscopal church in Albany."”

His Broken Spaech,
Bthel—1 saw Count Hardupski last
evening.
Cousin Tom—Does he talk as broken-
ly as ever?
Ethel—0h, yes, 1 héard him ask pa
to lend him five pounds before he left,

e

Comso Had His Wenkoows,
“Mrs, Cumgo I8 a shrewd woman,"”
“What makes you think so?"
“She atteches a eyclometer to the
lawn-mower, and glves Cumgo a medal
every time he scores o coutury,” e

Great Mental Straln,
“How much insanity develops in hot
weather!"”
“Yes people lose thelr minds when
thelr lee bills come In."”

KNICKNAMES OF CITIES.

New York—Gotham,
Loulsville—Fall City.
Aberdeen—Granite Clty.
Keokuk—The Gate City.
Plttaburg—The Iron City,
Hannibal—The Bluff City,
Chicago—The Garden City.
Rochegter<-The Flour City, |
Pittaburg—The Smoky City. &
8t. Louls—The Mound City, +
London—The Modern Babylon,
New Haven—The City of Elms,
Detrolt—The City oi the Stralts,
Indianapolis—The Rallroad City.
Raleigh, N, C.—The City of Oaks.
Brooklyn-—The City of Churches,
Baltimore—The Monumental City,
Naghville—The City of the Rocks.
Springfield, 111.-The Flower City,
Ciopeinnati—The Queen City of the
West,
Cleveland and Portland-—The Forest
Clties,
Buffalo—The Queen City of the
Lakes,
Ancient Rome—The Mistress of the
World.
Washington—The City of Magnificent
Distances,
Philadelphia—The City of Brotherl:
Love and the Quaker City.
Brussels—Little Paris, The name is
sometimes applied to Milan,
Cincinnati--Porkopolis, This name
has sometimes been applied to Chicago
Boston—The City of Notlons, the
Puritan Clty, the City of Culture, the
Modern Athens, and the Hub of the
Unlverse,

e



