COMBINES THE HEARSE AND
FUNERAL CARRIAGES.

Reov. Rtephen Merritt the Inventor In-
wtend of a Long Line of Sombre
Vehicles There Will IBe But One Car-

HERE will be no

more funeral pro-

cessions, That Is,

if the public takes

kindly to this new-

est idea in burtal

coaches., In place

of the present fa-

millar spectacle of

the plumed hearse,

with ts gloomy

trappings, moving

#lowly through the eity streets, with a

long line of somber vehicles In Its

wake, there is now for use a con-

veyance which combines upon its four

Wwheels what now take thirty-six wheels

to carry. The new burial coach, which

I8 the idea of Rev, Stephen Merritt, of

New York, Is a low, broad vehlicle, to

. be drawn by four horses, and re-

#embles more than anything else one

the low-bodled type of Fifth avenue

it gen in use In New York, with the

~ mdditlon of an oblong glass cabinet on

lop. It is designed to take the piace

i hearse, a flower coach, two car-

ringes for the relatives and five car-

plages for the friends, It Is designed

0 cost $6,000, and, In addition to the

gomn and flowers, will carry elght per-

gons In the front compartment and

gwenty-two In the rear, The latter

pmpartment Is spacious enough to af-

lord room for camp chalrs for addi-

' onill mourners, When in use, the

offin will be placed on a movable

platform, which will ralse it to Its

place in the glass cabinet over the roof

of the conch, The front compartment,

’1- be used by the relatives, In the in-

‘derest of privacy, Is sound proof, and

I8 upholstered in green sllk. The rear

wompartment is finished in dark leath-

#r and carved wood. The exterior will

- be black, with silver trimmings and
lampa.

The argument used by the Inventor,

. who is Introducing the coach and ex-

W pects to have the first one In operation

In a few days, Is that It will reduce the
expense of a funeral and also serve to
promote not only the safety, but the
comfort and convenience of those af-
W flicted by death, In thls fast age,when
& compelition I8 8o very keen, every
= commodity necessary to life has been
* greatly reduced in price In the last few
years, Until the present time, howev-
er, lttle thouglit has been ziven to the
cort of those things we requirc only in
death, and if 2 man wanted to go to
Lie grave In the latest style, go that
. hir relatives would not be ashamed to
. orn him, his serrowing widow would
> have to put a mortgage on the home,
And of course thig policy being all
wrong, and nexcssity being the mather
of invention, a philanthronist comea
forward with the “ro-operative funeral

RARE FEAT IN BALANCING

the thought that it is quite as proper|
to provide, while still among the liv-'
ing, for one’s appropriate burial, as it
is to provide for those near and dear to
us after death. In Philadelphia and
other large cities, owing to the crowd-
#d condition of the clty, and the con-
stant presence of other tenants in o
house, funerals do not, as a rule, par-
take of the solemnity and decorum
that they should, and In many in-
stances the late homes of a deceased
person does not afford the opportunity
for the conduct of a proper burial se;-
vice.

In many, in fact, in most instances,
the rooms of a house during a funeral
are crowded to suffocation by those in
attendance, ‘They fill the hall and
block the Ingress and egress of those
who call to take a last look at the dead.
They line the stalrcase and rest on the
balusters, and the minister is forced to
seek the most avallable location to
make himself heard, even though un-
seen by a large proportion of those
gathered to observe the last rites over
n departed friend,

All theso things have frequently
glven rise to the thought whether the
burfal of the dead on a co-operative
plan, which would reduce the expense
of a funeral to ity lowest polnt, secure
everything needfml at such a service,
and at the same time preserve the
solemnity of the occaslon, and afford
the family and thoge In attendance
ample and proper accommodations,was
not feasible, and thia problem seems
to have been most successfully solved
and its solutlon brought about by a
man thoroughly conversant, through
long experience, with the burial of the
dend.

For fifty years the Rev Btephen Mer-
ritt, of New York, has studied this
subject, and year after year he became
more impressed with the delinquency
of the usual methods and the absolute
necepaity of the organized manage-
ment of funerals. To him this became
a life study, and the fruition of the
plan he evolved is repregented In the
co-operative funeral plan, an incorpo-
rated organization that has just
equipped a large building In New York
in an elaborate manner for the con-
duet of funerals on a co-operative plan,
that Is practical in every way, reduces
the expenses of a funeral and sur-
rounds Its management with all prop-
er conditions.

Jean Pinto Famous Everywhere.

In a French churchyard Is a monu-
ment bearing an Inscription of which
the following Is a translation: "“Here
lles Jean Pinto, the Spanish violinist,
When he reached heaven he united his
volce with the volces of the archangels,
As goon as He heard him, the Deity
cried, ‘Keep quiet, all you fellows, and
let us hear alone the illustrious singe -,
Jean Pinto!""

American at Last.

Central Park, New York, I8 no long-
er adorned, or rather digfigured, with
numerous "“Keep off the grass" signs.
The park commissioners last week
called them all in. Children can now

Balancing feats may almost be sald
1o be co-existent with the dawn of
civilization, and the centuries of prog-
A ress have left their mark on this gentle
= art in common with other forms of en-

“tertainment, untll in these latter years
Cfeats of marvelous dexterity and skill
"~ have become very common, The Jap-
“mnese led the experts of the world In
Sbalancing as well as in juggling for
pany years, but within the present cen.
ry several Europeans, with the ald
the heaven sent gift of patience,
have become quite equal to the Ori-
eninin,
Accompanying this Is an Nustration
C o one of the feats of one of the Glrards,
which Is desoribed in the current

Strand, A more diffeult undertaking

An balapcing van scarcely be imagined
M one would get a correct ldea of how

-
-

plan.” which has produced this evew
L and unlque Yavial coach omong many
wiher things that tend to cheapen the

prive of o Best-cluns funeral.  Sa now

o mslter how poor 2 man s o Hie
wuw badly b Tarea, o= can ride W
graNe i bem vaslk atid b
I lensde can nd hiwm in o ANNry
Ity makes | aumanity alk i
thisz In sevih a0 many fTunerals, where
pelghbors, moved by 3 kladly mpulse
fend a helpiug hand in every posaslle
WAy 10 thoae I alictbon. bt the youy
Belp Abat it has bean necesanry W ae-
oord 5 Ihie wur 'n the past leads
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| ramp all over the green sward and en

[ the sparruw

nearly impossible the feat is let him
take two ordinary felt hats and two
canes and essay It, with the ald of the
pleture in the way of showing position
to assist him. The artist who performs
the trick belongs to that clags of pon-
tinental performers which makes |t »
practice to sandwich In between bits of
grotesque foolery many diffleult and
fine feats of balancing and dexterity,
Some of these milss fire or go unap-
preciated by superficial onlookers, ow-
Ing to the seemingly airy and careless
way In which they are executed and the
comicalities with which thelr accom-
plishment s Interlarded. Very fow
have any idea of the time, skill and pa-
tience which are required 1o bring one
of these feats to perfection. The Gir
ard feat Is certain to stand almost slone
for & long time

- ——

Joy themselves Lo thelr hearis' content
Grown people, too, will not be slow 1o
avall themsolves of the pridilege of ex
ercising freely on (he gress Hereto-
fore the public had 10 conflne self 1o
asphalt walks and hard benches. with
vap usually 0 evides e
Ia uelther Myde park. Gireen park "l-nr
lames Park
Kewp

in London, ar
W the gross’ slgns

there any

The river dolphin of South Ameries
has 237 teoth

BEST FOR THE LEAST.

MARKET PRICES INA STRANGE
STATE.

- p—

careful Canvass Made In New York—
How Staple Articles of Food Vary at
Different Nectlons The High
Up Town,

Frives
a

(From the New York Herald.)
OW to get the best
for the least money
Is the burning ques-
tion with all New
York, in these times
especially, and so
Oone constant-
ly hears Mrs. Smith
telling Mre. Brown
what It costs to live
and extolling the
merits of her buteh-

ar or grocer, "Why, my man must be
1 perfect fraud!" exclaims Indignant
Mrs, Brown; *“I pay him twenty-five
cents a pound for every bit of steak
we have, and you tell me you get It for
twenty-two cents, That {s sheer roh-
bery. 1 shall change at once!" and
then ghe asks where Mrs. Smith's mar-
keting is done, and finds that It s about
two mliles from the location of her own
dear (In two genses) market man and
her own home, Nevertheloss, she
“pends a week economizing at the ex-
pense of several car fares and a great
deal of time and strength each day,
and goes back to her own convenient
place. And then when she hears of
another friend who pays even more
than she does she |8 quite reconclled,
and finally the conelusion 18 borne upon
her that It Is all a matter of locality
after all, and that when her husband
pays a large rent for the privilege of
Hving In an ultra select section of the
clly the matter does not end there, but
crops up in every chop or polato she
eats at table. The dealer naturally has
to pay a larger rent, too, than the man
who keeps a dingy little shop on Third
avenue, perhaps.

A careful canvass of prices of the
staple articles of food in different sec-
tions proves that there {s no great dif-
ference in the real prices, but more in
the quality of goods dealt in, For in-
stance, the man who supplies the lower
east side does not find much call for
extra “fancy' porterhouse steaks, and
even for the steaks he does sell he must
get a good price, although the larger
quantity of his dally sales are of round
steak, stewing meat, ete. Then, new
potatoes come late to Forsyth and De-
lancey and Mott streets, and even the
ones that have survived the winter's
campalgn are considered a Jluxury there,
while eggs which have made cloge ac-
quaintance with cold storage are more
familiar than the “strictly fresh” ones
of up town,

On the other hand, the market man
who supplies the trade of Murray Hill
explains apologetically when questioned
that his prices “may be a bit higher,
ma'am, but, you see, I only carry the
finest. Now, I sell steaks, extra fancy,
up to twenty-eight cents a pound, and,
you see other dealers have no use for
that kind, so they don't carry 'em. In
the matter of potatoes, I've entirely
dropped the old ones and have only
fine new stock, which bring a good
price, of course, Eggs I don't touch
except the strictly fresh, and for those
I charge twenty-five cents a dozen.”

Next in range of high prices comes
the section around Seventy-second
street, west. Here the same story is
told of the reason for high flgures, with
the addition, however, of more moder-
ate figures for the articles not labeled—
in the dealer's phrasecology—fancy:
these last two sult the purses of the
apartment house army of marketors,
All up the west side of town till one
comes to the Nineties, or to 100th
street, prices, for meat especially, are
pretty “stiff;"” but on the west side of
Harlem a drop comes, best cuts of haot
selling there from fourteen cents (o
eighteen cents a pound, and vegetables
and other staples proportionately
cheap,

Worn Kneea.

Many stories are told of the keen wit
and ready speech of Dr. Mason, opce
pastor of the Scotch Presbyterian
church in New York. Not only wag
he a great and eloguent preacher, but
many of his most telling legsons were
given in private rather than in the
pulpit; so heard, they were sure (o
be repeated and not forgotten,

He had a great fondness for anihmgls,
and particularly for horses, of whose
good points he was said to be an ex-
cellent judge. On one oceasion o
brother minister, who was Intending
to buy a horse, met Dr. Mason, and
stopped to ask his opinlon of the ani-
mal, which he was then driving,

Doctor Mason surveyed the horse
with long and careful serutiny, and
after several Inarticulate sounds of
approval and disapproval, he Nually
pointed to the animal's knees, whieh
were decldedly worn In aspect

“That Is & good slgn for & minisie:
said he, with & humorous smile, bt
it I w very bad slgn for a minlsier's
horse!™

New Trick in Seleace.
One of the latest exploits of the
modern man of sclence s trapplng and

bringing down to the ground, with the |

al! of an antomalls
teeded 10 & balloon, specimens of the
wpper alr fram the helght of almost
tem miles. The apparstus and the ox
periment were of the Frepeh invention
and simply showed that the bhelght ot
5100 feel abave sen level the
posltion of the athaphere
tieally the same as al
the varth

Pop,. what
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| RINGS ON HER TOES.
| e—

Gotham Seclety Girls Ornament Thelr
Feet with Jewels,

In an old nursery rhyme there was
a lady who cultivated what then seem-
ed the remarkable habits of wearing
“rings on her fingers and bells on her
toes.” Her descendant, the wsocletly
woman of today, has in reversing the
old arrangement Inaugurated a still
more remarkable habit, says the New
York World. Many of the rings which
the modern woman wears do actually
have bells on them; and as for wearing
rings on her toes, that |8 now an es-
tablished custom. Toe rings are nol
yet visible in the jewelers' windows,
because they are as yet made only to
fill special orders; but If the fashion
Is followed up, as it is lkely to be,
they will soon be as plentiful as brace-
lets or silver hatpins. There are, as
It will be surmised, a great many oc-
caslons on which the toe ring cannot
be worn. It Is not worn in daytime
under a shoe, nor in the evening un-
der a slipper. But there are times
when It Is allowed to shine forth in
all its glory, and one of thede times is
when Its owner ls taking a Turkish
bath, The pride and delight which
scelety women take in their prettily-
shaped, exquisitely cared for feet, pos-
sibly In most cases dates to only a
short time ago, but it ls certaln that
since at present a beautiful foot s
more valuable than ever before, and
any device calling attentlon to Is at-
tractiveness I8 most carefully cultl.
vated, A toe ring serves Just this
purpose. Now, when the woman of
many fads Jolnsg a Turkish bath party
she does not, under an Impulse of
mistaken modesty, coneenl her feel
from view, S8he rather allows them (o
be as conspleuous as the conditions
will allow, while her friends are en-
couraged to admire openly thelr white-
ness and slenderness, As o mark of
extrome novelty she now places on
ench big toe a ring which does not dif-
fer at all, except In glze, from the ones
she wears on her fingers, It may be
of plain gold, or it may be made bril-
lant with jewels, There are no re-
strictions as to Its  character, Bul,
grotesque as the ldea appears at first
thought, a pretty ring Is unguestion-
ably an ornament to a pretty foot, and
the women who are brought to realize
this will doubtlesg hasten to Imitate
the example which has been set them.

PROTECTION FROM SNAKES,

Good HResults Obtalnod from the VYae-
cination of Luarge Anlmals.

The task of artificially rendering an-
imals immune from snake polson I8 not
an easy one, for the process depends
upon training the animals to gradually
withstand larger and larger doses of
the venom, and, consldering the in-
tensely toxic character of the sub-
stance which had to be handled, the
danger was ever present of the ani-
mal succumbing to venom polgon be-
fore its serum had acquired the requi-
site pitch of protective power to ren-
der It of seryice as an anti-toxin. Dr,
Calmette tells us, says Longmans' Mug-
azine, that he carrled out a very large
number of experiments before he met
with success. But It s not necessary
here to discuss the various ¢fforts; suf-
fice it to say that at length his labors
were rewarded, and the following ex-
tract from one of his memolrs describes
the methods which he now adopts for
the purpose:—"The best method of
procedure for the purpose of vaccina-
ting large animals destined to produce
anti-venomous serum conslste in in-
Jecting them from the outset with
gradually increasing quantities of the
venom of the cobra mixed with dimin-
ishing quantities of a one to sixty solu-
tion of hypochlorite lime, The condi-
tion and the varlations in the welghts
of the animals are carefully followed,
in order that the Injections may be
made less frequently if the animals
do not thrive well, Quantitica of
stronger and stronger venom are in
turn injected, first considerably diluted
and then more concentrated, and when
the animals have acquired a sufficlent
immunity the venoms derived from as
large a number of different specles of
snakes as possible are Injected, The
duration of the tieatment is of consld-
erable length—at least fifteen months
~before the serum |8 sufficiently active
to be used for the purpose of treat-
ment., During the last three years an
fmmense munber of anlmals have been
vaceinated by this method at the Mas-
teur Institute at Lille*

To Wush Organdies,

To wash organdies and lawns, soak
them in a gallon of warm water, In
which a tablespoonful of borax has
been dissolved. Leave them to soak

made of pure castile soap; pour bolling
water over them and allow to cool;
rinse in tepid water,

FLASHES OF FUN.

Teacher—"Willle, it your futher gave
you ten cents and then ook away four
and gave them to your brother, what
would that make?™ Willie—"Trouble."

Yale Record

Finnleus—1 tell you a man never

| appreciates his wife till he gets intg
| trouble.”

Cynoleus—"That's so; It's &
big satisfaction to have some one to
blame for L7 Lite,

First Prospecior (st Klondyke) )
understand Nugge!s has boen arrestod
Novond Prospestior Yoo, the darn fual
porsisted In Beaping gold in frostl of
his cabin and blocking the tratl Fail-
adelphla North American
Mra Uriges “Mr Wallon s vertnin.

s remarkahle young man Mia
Grosamith What makes you think
-t Mim Giriges— Uh, | ward him
sy bast might thal he would just as
sook leach Bis sister to ride the hieyols
as any ulher girl " Somervilh Juurs
. hal

Iy

about 20 minutes and rub in soapsuds

NOT EASY FOR JAPAN.

THE PACIFIC SQUADRON ABLE
TO GIVE A FIGHT.
Warships That Would Make It a Little
idimeult “Bavage” the
Facts That English Writers

Ponder.

Const —
Might

o

HE reports as to
the objections on
the part of Japan
to any steps which
might lead to the
annexation of the
Hawallan Islands
by the United
States, and to the
effect that In case
of trouble between
the two nations the
Japanese navy would have no diiculty
in defeating that part of the Unieed
Ftates pavy which is stationed in Pa-
cific waters, has caused much Inquiry
as to what constitutes the Pacific
squadron. A London dispatch on the
subject caused much comment. It sald
that the Japanese knew the strength
of the American navy, and that in an
open conflict the United States would
make a poor showing.

“It I8 morally certain,” so sald the
dispateh, “that the Japanese ships
would ravage the Paclfic coast if the
United States ever beeame Involved In
hostilities with Japan, In that event
Spaln would have an opportunity of
which she would hardly fall to take
advantage,”

This English view of the sltuation
has cauned some amusement in naval

circles, where it was sald that the Asla-

The twin screw gunboat Benninge
ton is at Mare Island, Cal., where the
Alert will soon arrive from8itka~The
Alert is a gunhoat of the old style,

{ bnilt in 1873; bt she is not as old as

the Marlon, a wooden steam sloop of
was, This vessel was once a training-
sh ), on which naval apprentices re-
ce.ved Instructions, Ehe was so thor-
oughly “repaired” that nothing of the
old vessel remained, and no one wonld
recognize in the Marion, now In the
harbor of Honolulu, with her improved
machinery, perfeet armament and ad-
ditional size In length and beam, the
Marion of a generation ago.

It will be seen that the Pacific squad-
ron includes the latest and best de-
signs In naval architecture and several
examples of modernized old vessels,

SPANIEL THAT DIVES.

Its Owner Stated That the Dog Could
Go Down Eighteen Feet.

A remarkable diving dog was owned
by 8. H. Ives of Detroit, Mich,, says
the Journal of that city. When a
sightless puppy It was given to Mr.
Ives by Charles Boston, the whirlwind
of the River Rouge, who afterward
deseribed it as follows: “‘Dash was
the most knowing dog that ever lived,
You ought to gee him dive. By gosh!
Turn over on his back and dive! 1
saw that dog go down In eighteen feol
of water and bring up a stone, He
would bring up the right stone nine
times out of ten. If he couldn't get
the right stone he would bring one
that looked lke It. Ah, by gosh! you
would glve up twenty-five cents to
pee  that dog any time, Up at the
Flats | have seen him dive in elear
water—you know how clear the water
is up there sometimes, You ean se

=

tiec squadron could be brought to the
Pacific coast in a short time to reln-
force the Pacific sguadron now on duty
near the coast, whieh the English
writer expects to see “ravaged.” The
Paelfic squadron consists of the Ore-
gon, Philadelphia, Monadnock, Mon-
terey, Alert, Bennington and Marlon.

The Oregon s a coast line battle-
ship, and Is a slster ship of the In-
diana and Massachuseits, She was
launclied in 1893, and is able to take
and keep the seas in an emergency,
and to cope with powerfully armed
vessels., SBhe has a coal capacity of
1,800 tons. Her general features are
length, 348; breadth of beam, 693 feét;
draught, 24 feet; displacement, 10,200
tons, and her hull Is of steel, protected
with a belt of armor 7% feet wide
and 18 inches thick, of which 4 feet
are below the water line, Bhe is armed
with four 13-Inch 36-calibre breech-
loading rifles, eight S-inch breech-
loading rifles, four G-Inch breech-
loading rifles, six 4-inch rapid firing,
twenty 6-pound and four 1-pound rapid
guns, four Gatling guns and six torpe-
do tubes,

The Philadelphia s Rear-Admiral
Lester A. Beardslee's flagship. She is
also a formidable steel-protected ves-
gel, She is now at Honolulu, In the
Monadnock a different ciass of vessel
is repregented. She Is of the twin-tur-
reted monitor style, and well caleu-
lated for harbor defense, The Monad-
nock Is at present at Portiand, Ore,,
where the Monterey, also a double-tur-
reted twin screw armored coast de-
fense vessel, Is stationed, The Monte-
rey was designed to afford a floating
defense of the highest character for
ike harbor of S8an Frapelsco. She s
constructed entirely of steel, and has
& double bottom throughoul, with 110
water tight compartments in her huil
that ean be readily filled WAth water,
submerging the vessel until abowt ono
feot of her sides shows above the sur-
fuce of the water,

THE MONITOR MONADNOCK.

the Dbottom, I have seen that dog
Lunting around on the bottom looking
for the stone Mr, Ives threw in for
him.” Dash was a fleld aspaniel of
ordinary size. He was spotted blaeh
aud white, and was as pretty a dog
as one would wish to see, Mr, lves
tralned him to dive by throwing stones
first at the edge of the water and then
further out until the dog would finally
g0 down In water of any reasonahle
depth, He was wonderfully persistent
in his search for stones under water,
and would never rise without bring-
ing something If he could not find the
right stone. Boston swears with his
right hand up that he held the watch
on the dog when he remained under
water a full minute searching for the
#tone his master had thrown. “When
Brighton Beach was a resort Mr, Ives
took the dog over there very often,”
sald he, “and I have geen hundreds o!
people standing on the bank watching
Dash dive for stones. It was a pretty
sight. He would swim out to where
the ripples of the water showed the
spot where the stone had gone down
then gracefully turn over on his back
and dive as prettily as a boy eould dg
it

Decisive Evidenco.

“l cannot see how you can accuge
these men of conducting a prize fight,”
suid the judge, movling at his pen,
“when It has been clearly shown that
there was not a blow struek.”

“1 know there were no blows struek,”
sald the polica captain, “but you ought
to bear In mind that one guy began
hollering ‘Foul!” befare he got Into the
ring. And that was my cne. Theu
I knowed It was the real thing, '~
Clncinnatl Enquirer,

Tetter Than a Hell,

A postofice clerk in Sydney, Austra.
lin, emits an electric fNashlight lasting
five seconds every hour during the
night, thus enabling those living miles

away to ascertain the exact time.

THE U 5 SLOOE OF WAR ALERT




