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CHAPTER X.—(CONTINURD,Y '
¢ It was early in March when Constarce
perceived, or fancled ghe perceived, :
marked alteration in the demeanor nr'
ther brother-in-law. He was not less |
kind, and his fraternal attentions were
rendered freely and cordially as ever,
but he was legs gay, and was addicted
to fits of abstraction, profound, al-
though apparently not sad, while his
absence from the family clrele, with-
out apology, became so common that it |
ceased to provoke Harriet's frivolous
wonder, and to disappoint Mr. Withers.
Constance had never complained of or
remarked upon this. But her mind
was tossed night and day upon a tu-
multuous tide of conjectures, she would |
fain have termed apprehensions, rath-
er than hopes. Up to this date she had
believed her love and her misery to he
unshared and unsuspected by him; had
Iterated, in her fiimsy self-deception,
Ahanksglvings choked by tears that she
was the only sufferer from her wretch-
ed folly. Did she grow suddenly cruel
and base the moment when the thought
that the error was mutual awoke
raptures, the remembrance of the suf-
fering he must also taste had not the
power to still7Was the salve to her self-
respect supplied by the discovery that
her divinity was a fallible man, mpo-
dent to reslst the subtle temptation that
thad overcome her prejudices and sense
of right, worth the price paid for it? A
new terror, more sweet than any joy
she had ever known, #oon lald hold
of her, It was idle to lgnore the fact
that Edward furtively, but pegsistent-
Iy, sought a private interview with her, l
She might disregard hig  beseeching
glances, affect to misunderstand his
signels and his uttered hints, might
seek, In constant ministrations to her
husband's wants and whims, to goard
herself, and to forget thege omens of o
nearing crisis. But she comprehended
his designs; marked with a thrill, thet
wag the opposite to pain, his chagrii
at his fatlure, and the augmented rest-
Jessness of his mien, betokening per-
plexity and desire. What wag to be the
end of this pursult, and her evasion of

it, when her own heart was the temp- |

ter's strongest ally? She dared not
hear him gay that she was dear to
him as he had long been to her, Know-
ing, as she did, that she ought to gpurn
him from her at the remotest approach
to this theme, she was never able to
say with an honest purpose that she
was likely to do it. If she doubted his
intentions, she doubted herself yet
more,

| =John,” ghe called through the front
‘window, “where are you going? What
brought you here?"”

“Mr. Edward told me to call for him
at 4 o'clock, ma'am. I thought he had
#spoken to you about it was tlw-rn.
spectful rejolnder.

There wus no Immediate reply, and
he checked his horses to inquire,

“Will I go back, ma'm?"

nNo: go On)n

She threw herself upon the back sea!
again, with throbbing pulses and a
feeling that she had spoken the sen-
tence which was to decide her fate for
time and for eternity, “Heaven help me
to stand fast!" the tongue essayed to
say, and while the heart was melting
into tenderness, and vibrating with ex-
‘pectation,

1t lacked ten minutes of the appoint-
ed hour when they reached the office,
but Edward stood upon the door step,
hat and gloves on.

“It is good in you to submit g0 quietly

1lg heart ached at thought of the woe
‘In store for her nominal possessc>.
“l have gtartled you by my vehe-
mence,” he continued, taking the hand
that lay upon her lap. *I feared lest
this announecement might seem abrupt,
but the steamer salls at five o'clock,
and 1 last night obtained Evelyn’s per-
mission to bring you to see her off.
8he ow's you a debt of gratitude for
vour sig'erly care of my lonely and
gracelegs self, She loves you dearly
already. as you will her when you have
had one glimpse of her face, You re-
minded me of her the first day of our
meeting. [ have traveled with her and
her gick father for three months, and
at parting more then hinted at my at-
tachment., With candor that would
have driven me to desperation had 't
been less mournful, she declared her
intention not to marry while her father

Hved. ‘He needs my constant ecare’
ghe sald, ‘Without it he would die In
a week, He will never be better. The

kindest service you can do me, as the
wisesl you ean do yourself, 1s to forget
me.! | have been steadily digsobedlent
to her advice. I told her as much when
I found out by chance two months sgo
that she was in the city, She was very
resolute for a time, often refusing to
goe me when | called, and agaln begging
me, even with tears, to dismiss all idea
of making her my wife, It is now a
fortnight since her father unexpectedly
annbuneed his determination to return
to Europe, and, in the anticipation of
our second parting, acknowledged that
my love wan returned. Our engagement
would be an unsatisfactory one to most
people, but she is the earthiy impersoi-
ation of the angel of patiemce, and 1
can surely wait a few months, or even
years, for a gift go precious, Her faher
fg afflicted by a complication of disor-
ders, the most serious belng an organic
affection of the heart, She Iy the only
living child. It would be sheer barbar-
ity to separate them, and with an in-
valid's obstinacy he will not hear of
taking up his abode in his daughter's
house ghould ghe marry. My poor
Evelyp, my gentle love; ghe is o martyr
and 1 can do so little to lighten her
burden!”

“It is very hard.” He had pausged and
Constance musgt speak,

Too pre-occupled by his own reflec-
tions to note her thick artienlation and
gtudiously averted face, Edward took

up the word warmly. “Hard! What
could be harder for both of us?”’
Bhe interrupted him by an  impet-

wous gesture. “You are talking wild-
ly—wickedly! Think what you wonld
suffer if you loved without hope of re-
guital.”

He absolutely laughed. "“As if that
could be. Affection, full and fervent as
mine, holds a witch-hazel that never
errs in pointing to the fount of answe -
ing love. Why, Connie, we were made
for one another—Eva and [!"

Was no scalding drop of bitterness to
be spared from her cup? Whose, then,
was the fatal mistake which had opened
the eluices of that other fountain that
was drowning her soul with cruel hu-
millation and anguish?

“Drive us near to the steamer ag you
can, John!" ecalled Edward from his
window, and in the appreciation of ths
truth that the sharpest ordeal was yet
before her and fearfully near at hand,
Constance submitted to be handed from
the carriage to the wharf,

Through a bewildering haze she gsaw
the noisy crowd, the smoke-stack of
the monsirous vessel, stumbled along

to my meddling,” he began, by the
time he was seated. “But | have some-
thing to say to you, u story to tell
which I ean keep no longer, Yon must
have seen, although yvou have sesmed
not to do so, how | have dogged vour
stepa for some weeks past, In the hope
of stealing an opportunity for confes-
slon. 1 have sometimes ventured to
belleve that your woman's wit and
woman's heart had penetrated my se-
eret; that what entered go largely into
my thoughts and motives, made up no
much of my life, could not remain hid-
den from your eves. | wanted to tell
you of It long ago, denr Connle, bat
the recollection of what was due to

ther withheld meo, while 1 was yet
mucertnin that my love was returned
1 had so little reason for hope, although
hope has never Nagged —mine I8 a san
guine nature, yon know-—that 1 hesi
tated to speak opendy., Now that | enn
feel firm ground under my feet, my
happiness s mixed with muech alloy, |
amust elther take from one who s a
hopeless invalid the ablest and most

Jovely murse that ever man had; con-,

demn him, whose claim the world would
declare ta e superior to mine, to Yone
Biness and sorrow, or consent o & sea
pon of dreary waliing before | can
wall my darling my own. 1w sou won
der that thoughis such s these have
preyed upon my spirits racked
with anxiety,. even in the blessed hous
of assurancw that my dovotion was not
wasted ©
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lll Waliered uething now that the pe

etrating eyes she most dreaded never
left their resting-place upon the visage
of which they were taking a long fare=-
well, There was little to be appro-
hended from the rich man's restless re-
gards, which wandered Incessantly
from her to the betrothed couple, his
gray eyebrows contracting with pain
or mental disqulet as he did so. Had
Fvelyn been free to maintain her ugual
wateh upon him, she would have taker
alarm at these increasing symptoms ol
distress and the livid hue settling un-
on his complexion, Constance did not
notiee these untll, simultaneously with
the clanging of the bell averhead and
the rapld rush of feet toward the shore
he threw both handg outward, with the
almlesz cluteh of a sightless man, and
fell againet her as she gat by him or
the sofa,

The utmost confusion relgned In the
galoon for a few moments—exclama-
tlong, Inquirles and orders—Iloud,
varled and useless, Then Jdward's
gtrong volee recommended, In siring-
ent terms, that the room be eieared
of all except the Immediate attendants
of the gufferer, including a gentleman
who had introduced himself as a phy-
slelan,  The spasm passed Into a swoon
#0 deathly and protracted that Con-
stanee was ready to belleve the pn-
tient was beyond the reach of earthly
ald, notwithstanding the doctor’'s as-
sertlon that he would probably revive,
and even Evelyn murmured once when
Edward would bhave confirmed the
cheering assurance; It may be, |
hope ao; but 1 never paw him quits
#0 11] before.”

Finally I'fe fought its way back, Inch
by inch, to the worn heart; the fingers
relaxed from thelr rigld celineh, the lips
wore legs purple, and (he eyes were un-
closed feebly upon the anxlous group,
When he conld move Edward and the
physician supported him to his state-
room, followed by Evelyn, Constance
left to herself, had lelsure to obgerva
what had not until now drawn her a'-
tention, The bustle-of embarkation had
ceaged, but through the almost desert-
ed saloon sounded the measured throb
of the powerful engines as they urged
the boat through the water, She threw
open a window and looked out. They
were already far down the bay, the
splreg of the clty lessening in the dis
tance, and the vessgel under full head-

way. She met Edward at the state
room door with the startling intelli-
gence, For an Ipstant he looked as

aghast as hergelf, then he recovered his

nelf-possession with a smlle, She
must compose herself and  trust
him to extricate them Dboth f{rom
the predicament in  which  his
thoughtlessness had placed them.

The worst that could befall them was
few hours' delay In returning home,
He would see the captain forthwith,
and request him to signal the first
homeward-bound pilot-boat or othe
vessel they might espy,

Constance did as he bade her—re
sumed her geat, and seemed to awnlt
the result of the affalr patiently. *I
am afrald your brother may be alarmed
at our continued absence,” was her on-
Iy remark,

“He will undergtand at onee what hag |
happened when John goes home with
the news that he drove us down (o see
the steamer off,” replied Edward, con-
fidently, “We shall have a merry
lnugh tomorrow at breakfast over our
adventure, So long as you are not un-
happy or angry with me, I am com-
fortable on the score of Elnathan's dig
pleasure.”
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THE YARD MEASURE,

Stundards Have Varied In the Diffarent
Ages of tha Waorld,

The yard is the British and Ameri
can standard of length, Down to 1824
the original standard of Britain (and
from which ours was copled) was a rod
which had been deposited in the coart
of exchequer, London, in the time of
Queen Ellzabeth, In those days, says
the 8t Louis Republle, all measures in-
tended for general use were taken tc
the court of exchequer to be examined
by the proper officer, That ofMeial took
the proposed measure and placed it par
illel with the standard, and 1f found
torrect placed certain marks of {dentl.
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TALMAGES SERMON.

“A CAVALRY CHARGE," LAST
SUNDAY'S SUBJECT,

¥rom the Text: Kings, 2:18-23 “1 Wil
Deliver Thee Two Thousand Horses

If Thou Be Able on Thy FPart Lo Bet
Riders Upon Them,™

P by the waler-

works, the upper

m reservolr of Jeru-

"}} gilem, the general

Y\ of the Dbesleging

army and the gen-
erals of Dbesleged
Jerusalem are in
copngult ation,

Though General

| "
\.!) \\"‘l Rab-ghakeh had
been largely pald

to stop the siege, he kept the money
and continued the siege—the military

miscreant! Rab-shakeh derides the
capacity of the city to defend itself, and
not two

practically says, “You have
thousand men who can manage horses,
Produce two thousand cavalrymen, and
1 will give you a present of two thou-
gand cavalry horses. You have not in
all your besleged city of Jerugalem two
thousand men who can mount them,
and by bit and bridle eontrol a horse,
Rab-shakeh realized that it is easier to
find horses than skilful riders, and
hence he makes the challenge of the
text, “I will deliver thee two thousand
horses, If thou be able to set riders
upon them.,”

Rab-shakeh, like many another bad
man, said a very suggestive thing. The
world Is full of great energles and great
opportunities, but few know how to
bridle them and mount them and man-
age them. More spirited horses than
competent rlioers! The fact Is that in
the church of God we have plenty of
fortresses well manned, and plenty of
heavy artillery, and plenty of solid
columns of brave, Christlan soldlery,
but what we most need iz cavalry—
mounted troops of God — for sudden
charge that seems almost desperate,
If Washington, If New York, if Lon-
don are ever taken for God, it will not
be by slow bombardment of argu-
mentation, or by regular unlimbering
of great theologleal guns from the port-
holes of the churches, but by gallop of
sudden assault and rush of holy energy
that will astound and throw into panic
the long lines of drilled opposition,
armed to the teeth, Nothing so scares
the forces of sin as a revival that
comeg, they know not whence, to do
that which they cannot tell, to work
in a way that they cannot understand.
They will be overcome by flank move-
ment, The church of God must double
up their right or left wing., If they
expect us from the north, we will take
them from the south, If they expect
us at twelve o'clock at noon, we will
come upon them st twelve o'clock at
night, The opportunities for this as-
seult are great and numerous, but
where are the men?" *“1 will deliver
thee two thousand horses, if thou be
able to set riders upon them."

The opportufiities of saving America
and saving the entire planet were never
£0 Many, never so urgent, never so tre-
mendous as now, Have you not noticed
the willingness of the printing press
of the country to give the subject of
evangelism full swing in column after
column? Buch work was formerly con-
fined to tract distribution and religious
Jjournalism. Now the morning and
evening newspapers, by hundreds and
thousands of coples, print all religious
intelligence and print most awakening
discourses, Never sinee the world has
etood has such a force been offered 1o
all engaged In the world's evangeliza-
tion. Of the more than fifteen thou-
sand newspaners on this continent, 1
do not know one that Is not alert to
cateh and distribute all matters of re-
ligious informatibn. Oh, now [ see a
mighty suggestiveness in the fact that
the first book of any Importance that
was ever published, after Johann Gut-
enberg Inventad the art of printing,
was the Bible Well might that poor
man toil on, polishing stones and man-
ufacturing looking-glagses, and mak-
ing experiments that brought upon him
the churge of insanity, and borrowing
maoney, now from Martin Brether and
now from Johann Faust, until he set
on foot the mightlest power for the
evangelization of the world. The statue
in bronge
for Gutenberg in 1837, and the statue
commemorating him by David I>An-
gers in 1540, and unvelled amid all the
pomp that military processions and
German bands of best music could
glve the cecasion, were Insiguificant
compared with the fact, to be demon-

strated before all earth and all heaven,

that Johann Gutenberg, under God, in-
augurated forces which will yot pecom-
plish the world's redemption, The
pewspaper prees will yol announce na-
tions barn in a day., The newspaper
press will report Christ's sermons yet
to be delivered, and describe his per
sonal appearance, If, an some think, e
ahall come again to relgn ol edrth, The
ReWABAPOr uress  may yel Ppubilinh
Christ's prociaiiallon wollda
emancipation from sin and sorrow and
death Tong ol thousands of guad wmen
e this and other lamida have ool o0
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preach the Canpel, bul Il seems th me
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| his neck with thunder?

which Thorwaldsen erected

carbines as taey ride up and down the
centuries, Clear back in time, Osy-
mandyas led twenty thousand mounted
troops In Bactriana., Josephus says
that when the Israelites escaped from
Egypt, fifty thousand cavalrymen rode
throngh the parted Red Sea. Three
hundred and seventy-one years before
Christ, Epaminondas headed his troops
at full gallop. Alexander, on a horse
that no other man could ride, led his
mounted troops, Seven thousand horse-
men decided the struggle at Arbela,
Although saddles were not Invented
until the ume of Constantine,

and stirrups were unknown until about
four hundred and fifty years after
Christ, you hear the neighing and
snorting of war-chargers in the great-
est battles of the ages. Austerlitz, and
Marengo, and Solferino were declded
by the cavalry, The mounted Cossacks
relnforeed the Russlan snow storms in
the obliteration of the French army.
Napoleon sald If he had only had suf-
ficlent ecavalry at Bautzen and Lutzen
his wars would have triumphantly end-
ed. 1 do not wonder that the Duke of
Wellington had his old war horse,
Copenhagen, turned out In best pas-
ture, and that the Dochess of Welling-
ton wore a bracelet of Copenhagen's

halr. Not one drop of my blood but
tingles us I look at the arched neck and
pawing hoof and panting nostril of
Job's cavalry horse: “Hast thou clothed

the valley: he goeth on to meet the
armed men, The quiver rattleth against
him, the glittkring spear and the
shield. He salth among the trumpets,
Ha, ha; and he smelleth the battle afar
off, the thunder of the captains, and
the shouting.”
" +» »

Standing as 1 do, in this National
Capital, Jet me say that what we want
in the Benate and House of Represent-
atives and the Bupreme Court = a pen-
tecostal blessing that will shake the

He paweth In |

continent with divine mercy, There re- |

cently came into my hands the records
of two Congreseglonal prayer-meetings,
on the rolls of which were the names of
the most eminent Senators and Repre-
sentatives who then controlled the des-
tinles of this republic—the one Con-
gresslonal prayer-meeting in 1857, and
the other in 1866, The record s in the
hand-writing of the philanthropist,
Willlam E. Dodge, then a member of
Congress. There are now more Chris-
tian men In the National Legislature
than ever before,

which before the inauguration of the
next President, shall enthrone Christ
in the hearts of this nation? They have
the brain, they have the elogquence,
they have the influence.
them the grace sufficient! Who in Con-
gresslonal cireles will  establish  the
Capitoline prayer-meeting in 18977 Let
the evening of the last decade of this
century be irradiated with such a re-
liglous splendor, There are the oppor-
tunities for a national and internation-
al charge, all bridled and saddled.

Where are the riders to mount them? |

Here also are opportunities all ready
for those who would enter the kingdom
of God. Christ sald that the kingdom
of heaven wa# to be taken by violence,
By one flash you may enter. Quicker
than any equestrian ever dashed
through castle gate you may pass into
the pardon and hope of the Gospel
As quickly as you can think "Yes" or
“No,” as quickly as you can make a
cholee, so quickly may you declde the
question of eternal destiny. No one
was ever slowly converted, He may
have been thinking about it forty years,
but not one in :h of progressdid hemake
until the mom>nt of assent, the very
gecond In which he sald “I will." That
instant decided all, Bring out the
worst two thousand men in all the
earth, and here are two thousand op-
portunities of immediate and eternai
salvation. “I will deliver thee two
thousand horges, If thou be able to set
riders upon them.”

The cuvalry suggests speed. When
once the reins are gathered Into the
hands of the soldierly horseman, and
the spurs are struck into the flanks,
vou hear the rataplan of the hoofs.
“Veloelity” 18 the word that deseribes
the movement — acceleration, momen-
tum—and what we want in getting into
the kingdom of God s celerity, You
g6 the years are wo swift, and the
weeks are so “wift, and the days are
g0 awift, and the hours are so awift, and
the minutes are so swift, we peed to be
swift, For lack of this appropriate

| speed many do not get Into heaven at

all. Here we are in the last Sabbath
of the year. Did you ever know a
twelfth-month quieker to be gone? The
golden rod of one autumn speaks to the
golden rod of the next autumn, and

the crocus of one springtime to  the
croeus of another springtime, and the
snowbanks of adjoining years almost
reach each other lu unbroken curve
We are In too much hurey about mos!
things. Husiness men in oo much
hurry rush into speculations that ruie
them and ruin others, People move
from place to plave in too greal haste
and they wear out their nerves, and
woaken the heart's action But the
anly thing In which they are alrald ul
being too hasty s the malter of the
goul's salvation. Yot did any ane sver
get damaged by l-—a. Quivk repeantsive
ur too quivk parden or toa quls bk viman
ipation® The Hikle recammends tardl
deliberation, and suall-like move
ekt In some things, as whel i oh
fslne us Lo be slow o speak, and slow
o wiath, and slow das evil. bt W
tells ue. “The King's business requiieth
hoaate and Yhat afe o he
fight of & weaver's ahultle. and =jacu
lanilh Bl

n all
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Oh, my friends, il all right for the
next world, the years cannot gallop
pasy too rapidly. If it were possible
for the centuries to take the speed of
the years, and the years the speed of
the days, and the days the speed of the
hours, they could do us no harm. The
shorter our life the longer our heaven.
The sooner we get out of the perils of
this life, if our work be done, the bet-
ter. No man Is safe till he Is dead,
Better men than we have been
wrecked, and at all ages. Lord and
Lady Napler were on horseback on a
road In India, Lord Napler suddenly
sald to Lady Napler, “Ride on and
fetch assistance, and do not ask me
why.” Bhe sped on and was soon out
of sight, The fact was a Liger's eyes
glared on them from the thicket, and
he did not dare to tell her, lest, af-
frighted, she fall in the danger and
perhaps loge her life. From all gldes
of us, on this road of lfe, there are
perils glaring on us, from tigers of
temptation, and tigers of accident, and
tigers of death, and the sooner wae get
out of the perils of this life the better,
Let 15807 tako the place of 1896, and
1808 the place of 1897, and our souls
will be landed where there shall be
“nothing to hart or destroy in all God's
holy mount,” *“No llon shall be there,
nor any ravenous beast shall go up
thereon, it whall not be found there, bhut
the redeemed shall walk there. And
the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
and come to Zlon with songs, and ever-
lagting joy upsn thelr heads: they shall
obtain joy and gladness,

The Mirnggling Young Author,

“About six weeks @ago,” sald the
strugglhing young author, I sold an ar-
ticle, the first 1 eyer sold. Instead of
having the manuseript returned I got
a check., It was only a little article,
and the check was not for an enormous
amount, but you can scarcely Imagine
the delight It gave me, or yon may
have had the aame experience yourself,

“Then, of course, I wanted Lo ses my
first article in print.  The next sue-
ceeding number of the publleation ap-
peared in about three days.,  Of course
| knew that there wasn't one chance
in @ thousand that my article would be
in that, but I bought it just the same,
1 didn't mean to take any chances at
all, It was not there, but as | hadn't
expected it 1 wasn't disappointed, I
did expect to see it in the next week's
number, but |t didn’t appear there,
Then | thought surely It would be in
the next week, but it wasn't, and it
hasn't appeared yet,

“Maybe they're holdipg It for the
Christmas number, or the midwinter
number, or the mideummer, or the
Fourth of July number next vear, or
possibly for the,grand centennial num-
ber in 1900, 1 don't know, but I think
I'd have liked it better If they'd print.
ed it right away."—Ex.

A New Leg.

A European experimenter has pro-
duced an artificial leg. It as nearly
regembles a human member as any
that can be devised. This artificial
leg is a curions contrivance of hinges,
serews and elastic bands. Extending
downward from about what In the hu-
man leg I8 the ankle, to a point mid-
way between the heel and the instep,
are two steel rods, placed one in front
of the other. One rests on a sort of
roller hinge, and allows the foot to
give or bend with each step, The
other serves the purpose of bringing
the foot back Into place after the step
i taken. Any lateral movement of
these rods Is prevented by the sides
of the slot through which they move.
A screw and a nut at the top of the
vod also prevent the rod from turning,
and thus giving trouble in walking.
An artificial heel tendon s  placed
within the foot, behind the ankle jolut,
and extends loogely through a hole in
the leg, where it connects with a nut
at about midway of the limb,

_—H:- M"mnler.

A strange sea monster was recently
met with by the good bark Loonganas
as she was drifting about in the vi-
cinity of the Santa Cruz group. It
wis 84 gruesome beast, very like o
whale at its nether end. Its body was
30 feet long and 11 feet wide, dark in
color and spotted with white, with a
hend containing o  mouth large
enough to take in twelve men.
Alarmed st the advances of the beast,
the erew had reconrse to o Winehestor
rifle,  But the monstor was lnvaloner-
able In the body, Its weak spot was
the head, After two wasted shots o
third was skillfully planted in the
sknll, nod with one sweep of the tail
the monster o= w1l

L mwirad,

LINCOLN'S View UF i HE MOON,

Tuderstand Why the
Lonked Epalde 1hown.
From 1882 1o 1sad Professor Asaph
Hall worked on the winecand-n halfs
Ineh eguntorinl wt  the naval
servatory ander James Porgason
making olbservations amd rodueing
his work. Oue night, while hoe was
working alone in the dome, the Lrap
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