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"OATES OF CARBUNCLE” THE

BUBJECT OF SUNDAY.

From the Textt “And I Wil Make Thy
Windows of Agates and Thy
of Car*ancles” ~: Hook
Chapter 54, Verse 13,

human diseass of
most painful and
ofitimes fatal char-
acter |s named af-
ter it, the church
and the world have
never done justice
to that intense and
all-suggeative pre-
clous stone, the
. earbuncle, The
' pear]l that Christ plcked up to 1lius-
trate his sermon, and the fasper and
the sapphire and the amethyat which
the apocalyptic vision masoned into the

ERHAPS becaunse a {

' wall of heaven have had proper recog-

mition, but this, in all the ages, I8 the
first sermon on the earbuncle,
This precious stone ls found im the

East Indles, in color s an intense scar- |

let, and held up between your eye and

the sun it Is a burning coal. The poet

puts it into rhythm as he writes:

Idke to the burning eoal whence comes
its name;

Amonug the (ireeks as Anthrax known
to fame,

God gets it high up in Bible erystallo-

graphy. He cuts  with a divine

chisel, shapes it with a precise geo-

. metry, and kindles its fire into an al-

post supernatural flame of beauty, Its
w of gymmetry, its law of zones, iis

" law of parallelism, something to exclite

the amazement of the sclentist, chime |
Ulhe cantos of the poet, and arouse the
doration of the Christlan. No one
“but the Infinite God could fashion a

~ earbuncle as large as your thumb nall,

: " $he slaughter,” and spoke of Christ as

R

" sn's gates may well be made of pearl,
. & bright, pellucid, cheerful crystalliza-

" ing but raptures and cantata and tri-

md as If to make all ages appreciate
lhis precious stone he ordered it set In
firet row of the high priest’'s breast-

te in olden time and higher up than
onyx and the emerald and the dia-
ond, and in Ezeklel’'s prophecles con-
ping the splendors of the Tyrlan

, the carbuncle is mentioned, the |

williancies of the walls and of the tas-
9] ted floors suggested by the Bible
entence, “Thou hast walked up and
gown in the midst of the stones of
1” But In my text it ls not & soll- |
2 gpecimen that 1 hand you, as the
geper of a museum might take down
n the shelf a precious stone and al-
you to examine it. Nor is it the
mnel of a door that you might stand

study for ite unique carvings or |

fronzcd traceries, but there 18 a whole
Bte of it lifted before our admiring

i astounded vislon, aye! two gates |

it, aye! many gates of it: "I will

e thy gatee of carbuncles.” What |

g7 Gates of the Church,
anything worth possessing. Gates
successful enterprise.
‘wation. Gates of national achlevement,
iJsalah, who wrote this text, wrote aleo
' all that about Christ “as the lamb to

‘saying, “1 have trod the wine-press
¢ glone,” and wrote, “Who s this that
" gometh from Edom, with dyed gar-
" ments from Bozrah?' And do you
ink that Isalah in my text merely
ppened to represent the gates as red

rg, a8 carmine gates, as gates of car-
uncle? No. He means that it 1is
hrough atonement, through blood-red

" piruggle, through agonles we get Into
" anything worth getting Into. Heav-

tion, because all the struggles are over
. and there s beyond those gates noth-

. wmphal procession and everlasting

" poliday and kiss of reunion, and so the
twelve gates are twelve pearls, and
sould be nothing else than pearls. But
Christ hoisted the gates of pardon in
his own blood, and the marks of eight
fingers and two thumbs are on each
gate, and as he lifted the gate it leaned
against his forehead and took from it
s erimson imprees, and all those gates
are deeply dyed, and Isalah was right
when he spoke of those gates as gates
of carbuncle,

What I8 true of individuale is true
of nations. Was it a mild spring morn»
ing when the Pligrim Fathers landed
on Plymouth Rock, and did they come
In a gilded yacht, gay streamers flying?
No. It was in cold December, and from
a ship in which une would not want to
_gross the Hudson or the Potomae River.

Iping knives all ready to recelve
them, they landed, thelr only welcome
the Indian war-whoop, Red men on the
beach, Red men In the forest. Red
men on the mountains, Red men in

TALMAGES SERMON,

| the times of old.”

| dom!

Gates !

of tl.l.h}

Gates |

Giates of sal- |

the velleys. Living gates of red men.
Gates of carbunele!

We are not indebted to history for
our knowledge of the greatest of na-
tlonal crises. Many of us remember
ft, and tathers and mothers now living
had better keep telling that stery to
their children so that lnstead of thelr
being dependent upon eold type and
obliged to say, “On such a page of such
a book you can read that” will they
rather be able to say, “My father told
me so!" "My mother told me so! Men
and women wha vividly remewmber 1861
and 1862, and 1843, and 1564, be your-
seives the historians, telling it, ol
with pen, but with lving tongue and
volog and gesture. That Is the greal
use of Memarial Decoration Day, for
the calla Hiles an the grave-lops sooq
become breathless of parfume, and in
s weak turn & dust Mks wale tha

hich lies beueaih them. Hul the story
of courage and self sacrifioe and pa-
triotlam told on platferms and In
households and by the roadalde and in
ehurches and in cometorion by Lhal al-
nual recital will be kept fresh In \he
memory of generations s long A8 our |
Amerioan Instiiutions are worthy of |
prossrvation. Long afier you are desd !

shildren will be able (o say, Witk |
“We have heard with owr

S~

ears, O God, our fathers have told us,
what work thou didst in their days, in
But what a time it
was! Four years of homesickness!
Four yeers of brotherly and sisterly
estrangement! Four years of martyr-
Four years of massacre! Fut
them in a long line, the conflagration
of eitles, and see them light up a whole
continent! Put them in long rows, the
hoepitals, making a vast metropolis of
pain and paroxysm! Gather them In
one vast assemblage, the milllons of
bereft from the St. Lawrence to the
QOulf, and from the Atlantie to the Pa-
eifile beaches! Put the tears In-
to Inkes, and the Dblood Into
rivers, and the shrieks into whirl-
winds! During thoss four Years
many good and wise men at the North
and the South saw nothing abead but
annihilation. With such a national
debt we could never meet our obliga-
tlons! With such mortal antipathies

| Northern and Southern men could nev-

er come Into amity! Representatives of
Loulsiana and Georgia, and the Caro-
linas could never again sit side by
elde with the representatives of Maine,
Massachusetts and New York at the
national capital, Lord John Russsll

I had declared that we were “a bubble-

bursting nationality,” and it had come
true. The nations of Europe had
gathered with very resigned spirit at

| the funeral of our American republie,

They had tolled the bells on parlia-
ments and relchstags and lowered thelr

flags at half-mast, and even the lion |

on the ether side of the sea had whined
for the dead eagle on this side,

other dead nations of the past our dead

republic was to be buried. The epitaph |

was all ready: “Here lles the Ameriean
Republie. Born at Philadelphia, 4th of
July, 1776, Killed at Bull Run July 21,
1661. Aged elghty-five years and sev-
enteen days. Peaco to ite ashes” But
before the obsequies had quite closed
there was an interruption of the zere-
monies, and our dead nation rose {rom
its mortuary surroundings. God had
made for it a special Resurrection Day,
and cried, “Come forth, thou Republie
of Washington, and John Adams, and
Thomas Jefferson, and Patrick Henry,
and John Hancock, and Danlel Web-
ster, and 8. 8. Prentiss, and Henry
Clay, Come forth!” And she came
forth, to be stronger than she had ever
been., Her mightiest prosperities have
come since that time, Who would want
to push back this country to what it
was In 1860 or 18507 Put, oh! what &
high gate, what a strong gate she had
to push back before she could make
one step In advanee! Gate of flame!
See Norfolk navy yard, and Columbla,
and Chambersburg, and Charleston on
fire!

quehanna, and the James, to the Mis-
slesippl, and the Arkanzas! Gate of
heavy artillery, making the mountains
of Tennessee and Kentucky and Vir-
ginia tremble as though the earth it-
self were struggling in its last agony.
The gate was so flery and so red that I
can think of nothing more appropriate

than to take the suggestion of Isaiah |

in the text and call it a gate of car-
buncles,

This country has been for the most

part of its history passing through
erises, and after each crisis was bet-
ter off than before It entered it, and

now we are at another crisis, We are |
told on one hand that If gold Is kept |
as a standard and silver is not elevated, |

confidence will be restored and this
nation will rise triumphant from sll
the financial misfortunes that have
been afflicting us, On the other hand,

we are told that if the free coinage of |

gilver ig allowed, all the wheels of bus-
iness will revolve, the poor man will
have a better chance, and all our in.
dustries will begin to hum and roar,
During the last six presidential elec-
tiong 1 have been urged to enter the
political arena, but I never have and
never will turn the pulpit in which I
preach into & political stump. Every
minister must do as he feels called to
do, and 1 will not criticise him for do-
ing what he considers his duty; but all
the political harangues from pulpits
from now until the 3d of November
will not in all the United States change
ene vote, but will leave many ears
stopped against anything that such
clergymen may uiter the rest of their
lives. As a general rule the laymen of
churches understand politics better
than the clergy, because they (the lay-
men) study politles more
clergy, and have better opportunity of
being Intelligent on those subjects. But
good morals, honesty, loyalty, Christ-
fan patriotism, and the Ten Command-
ments—these we must preach. God
says distinctly in the Bible, “The sil-
ver and the gold are mine,” and He

| will settle the controversy between

thoss two metals, If ever this country

needed the Divine rescue It needs It

now, Never within my memory have
so many people literally starved to
death as in the past few months. Have
you notleed In the newspapers how
many men And women hers and there
have been found dead, the post-moriem
examination stating that the eause of
death was hunger? There ia not a day
that we do not hear the crash of soma
great eommercial establishment, and
A8 A cOnseqUonce WALy people Are
thrown out of employmenl. Among
waat we consldered camforiable homes
have come privation snd olose calaula
tan and economy that kille  Milllons
of people who say pothing aboul It are
st this momest at thelr wits' end,
There are milllons of poople whe de
not want oharity but want work, The
ery has gone up (@ the sars of tha
“Lard of Sabasth,” and the prayer will
be hoard and relief will some It we
have nothing better 1o depend on than
Amerioan politios, rellef will wever
some, Whasver ls elecied 10 (he presls
deney, the wheels of governmen! \UIN
o slowly, and & eanous in yander while
ballding en the hill may tie the hande
of aiy prealdent. New, though we whe

The
| deep grave had been dug, and beside
| Babylon, and Thebes, and Tyre, end |

Gate of bayonets! Bee glittering |
rifles and carbineg flash from the Sus- |

than the |

| live In the District of Columbia cannd
vote, we enn pray, and my prayar daj
and night ehall be, “0, Cod, hear the
cry of the souls from under the altar
Thou who hast brought the wheat and
corn of this sen-on to such magnitude
of supply, glve food to man and beast
Thou who hadet not where to lay Th)
head, pity the shelterless. Thow whd |
hast brouxht to perfection the cottos |
of the South and the flax of the North |
clothe the naked, Thou who hast filled '
the mine wi'h coal, give fuel to the
shivering. Bring bread to the body,
Intelligence to the mind, and salv tion |
to the soul of all the people! God sa.¢|
the nation!"” |
But we muet admit that it s a hard |
gate to push back. Milllons of “hin|
hands have pushed at it without mak-
ing It swing on its hard hinges. It s
a gate made out of empty flour barrels, |
and cold fire grates,and worn out appar-
el, and cheerless homes and unmedicat- ‘
ed slekness, and ghastliness and horror
It s & gate of struggle. A gats of
penury. A gate of wiant. A gate of dls-
appointment, A red gate, or what |
Isafiah would have called a gate of car '
buncles,

Now, as [ have already guggested, as
there are obstacles in all our paths, we |
will be happler If we consent to have
our life a strugele. 1 do not know eny
one 1o whom It I8 not a struggle. Louls
the Fourteenth thought he had every-
thing fixed just right and fixed to *iay,
and so he had the great clock at Bor- |
deaux made. The hours of that clook |
were struck by figures in bronze rop-l
resenting the kings of Furope, and at|
| & certaln time of day William the Third |
| of England and other kings were made |
to come out and bow to Louk !hoi
| Fourteenth, But the clock got out of |

order one day and just the opposite of |
iwhat was expected occurred, as the |

clock struck a certaln hour Louls the
| Fourteenth was thrown to the feet of
' Willlam the Third, And so the clock |
| of destiny brings many surprises and
those go down that you expected te
stand, and at the foot of disaster most !
regal conditions tumble, In all the
styles of life there comes disappoint- |
ment and struggle. God has for some |
good reason arranged it go. If it 1s not |
poverty, it 18 slckness. If it Is not
slckness, it 18 persecution. If it is not
persecution, it is contest with some ovil |
appetite. If it s not some evil appe- |
tite, it I8 bereavement. If it {s not |
one thing, it is another. Do not get
soured and cross and think your case |
is peculiar. You are just like the rest |
of us, You will have to take the blr.m'I
draunght whether it be handed to you |
in golden chalice or pewter mug. A |
man who has a thousand dollars a :
year Income sleeps sounder and has e |
better appetite than the man who has |
five millions. If our life were not a
gtrugele we would never consent to get
out of this world, and we would want
to stay here, and so block up the way
of the advancing generations. By the
time that & man gets to be seventy
years of age, and sometimes by the
time he gets to be fifty years of age,
he says: "I have had enough of this,
and when the Lord wills it I am ready
| to emigrate to & country where there
ars no taxes and the gllver of the
triimpet put to one’s lips has no quar-
rel with the gold of the pavement un-
der his feet.” We have In this world
more opportunity to cultivate patience
than ie cultivate any other grace. Let
that grace be strengthéned in the Roy-
al Gymnasium of obstacle and oppo-
sition, and by the help of God, having
overcome our own hindrances and wor-
riments, let us go forth to help others

whose struggle is greater than our ewa
.« o @

My hearers, it will be a great heaves
for all who get through, but the best
| heaven for those who had on earth
| nething but struggle. Blessed all
those who, before then entered the
gate of pearl, passed through the gate
of carbuncle!

RAM'S8 HORNS.
The greatest business for amybody
God’s business,
We cannot have God's favor and the
| pleasures of sin both.
|  The rejection of Christ is a refusal te
hear God's best witness.
| It 1s better to starve and be right,
| than to feast and be wrong.
! The man who is on the side of the
' saloon is not on the Lord’s side.
| All of our future will depend upon
the stand we take today for Christ.
| The top of the tower of Babel was no
| nearer heaven than the top of a pis
sLy.

No other man can get so much out of
:mubummmuu is lead-
' Ing.

The man who hates his enemy, finds
:o joy in thinking that God loves
im.

|
Is

| mot prom

MATTERS OF INTEREST TO
AGRICULTURISTS.

Bome Up-to-date Flints About Colilva-
tion of the Noll mnd Yields Thereof
—Heortloulture, Vitienlture and Florl
ou tnrs.

Cannigre at (e Arimoan
All the work thus fas at the
Arizona Agrieultural Experiment Sta-
tion, loeated at Tucson, has led Prof.
Forbes, the chomist of the station, to
deduet the following conclusions re-
apecting this important industry, as set
forth in Bulletin No. 21 of this station,
Just lasued:

1. Canalgre {sbestadapted to the mild,
dry, sunny winter ¢limate of the south-
west, Although it will endure frost,
and will grow in ralny regions, it does
ise¢ good results in these un-
congenial situations.

2. Canalgre roots pand leaves are
damaged to some extent by Insects, but
the plant s not known to be seriously
threatened by them,

3. Cannlgre
found throughout the plant, belog in
greatest quanitity in the eentral per-
tions of the roots,

4. The tanning materials form rapid-
Iy during the first year of growth, show-

“tarion

{ing & small percentage increase after

the first year, and os long as the root
retains Its vitality,

6. During the dormant summer perl
od of the plant, the taoning materials
sosm slightly to Increase In  young
roots Sprouting does not affect the
quantity of tanning materials, The evi-
dence thus far does not show that ir-

FARM AND GARDEN.]

| the requisite supply of moisture, and if

| 80 retentive of the neaded molsture as

| tain it In the best condition for a cen-

tanning materials are |

| tlon of the soll und after care.

rigntion lessens the percentage of tapn- |

ning materials,

6. Heat, alr, and fermentation, act-
ing on either roots or extracts, all de-
stroy canalgre tanning materials,

7. The red and yellow coloring mat-
ters of canalgre affect the guality of
leather produced, The red matters are
less desirable and are formed chlefly
in the wild erop. They are not present
in quantity in cultivated roots. This
fact s considered an lmprovement In
the quality of the root for tannlng pur-
poses,

8, The sugar contained In canalgre
gives roots and extracts their “plump-
ing” qualities, If properly managed
it I8 a valuable factor in the production
of heavy leathers,

9. Canalgre bagasse, properly pre-
pared, should be about equal to mes-
quite wood in fuel value,
rotted it ought also to have consider-:
able value as a fertilizer,
little ns a stock food.

10, Canalgre draws heavily upon the

draln s about twice as costly as that
of suguar beets,

onstrated. Properly handled it pro-
duces an unusual variety of leathers of
excellent quality,

in its experimental stage. A falr esti-
mate shows that it wlll be necessary
to produce an annual crop of about
seven tons, or a biennlal crop of about
thirteen tong an acre in order to equal
the profits of sugar beet culture. On
present evidence this yleld seems high-
ly probable, but, so far as koown, has
wot yet been demonstrated,

Irrignted Nebrasks.

The greatest need of irrigation is
when the growing crop demands molst-
ure for its support, says a writer in
World-Herald, The condition prevalls
more generally during the months of
July and August than in the preceding
months, Careful farmers have sald
that they were not greatly concerned
about the molsture conditions during
the spring season, that more was sure
to be had and less needed during this
period than later when the crop was
growing and when the influences of
evaporatlon are greatest. The critical
period with the corn crop is at hand; if
peasonable showers supply surface mels-
ture the corn erop will be a bountiful
one. The greatest corn erop prospect
ever seen in the corn country of the
Missourl valley was during the month
of July in 1894, The seasonable show-
ers had carried an {mmense growth of
the plant up to the beginning of the
drouth, when there was little if any
under molsture to assist, When the
hot blistering winda which followed
commenced their rulnous work on veg-
etation, the crop was left to the mercy
of this unfavorable condition wef the
elements and the evident lack of un-
der molsture then became manifest, Ir-
rigation is a permanency in crop grow-

{ing; It is not a conditiofal Improve-

moent, where agricnlture is made a bus-
fuess, There I8 not a season in which
irrigution Is not needed In order to ne-
quire the best results in crop growth,
A few days of hot, windy weather will

The existence of the devil is never |
dc:;:bud by those who are on the Lord's
slde.

There Is no greater career possible
than to 4o well whalever God gives W
to de,

Without the shedding of bleod, the |
name of love could never have heen
written. !

The man who would be & leader mus
be ready to start before the procession
la formed.

Ho far ae this world la concerned, &
Hitle ohild is the biggest thing God
ever put In I

Commanding an army s somelimes
simall business compared with holding
the hand of & ehild, _

Drive the devil out of the shureh 8\
one door, and he will cover up his
dlaven bool and walk In ol aneiher, |

I we Bave an (he whals armor of
GUed, we can count wpon the Lond for
Vielory avery (lime we go lnlo batlle }

It preaching were ohly done whea (he
preacher felt  like shouling, chured
dosrs weuld stay shul mest of U
.

| ing, fertilizing and proper selection of

When well |

It promises |
| pasture without due care to avold cer-

Ilrjil, especlally for nitrogen, Its tolal 1

11. The utllity of canalgre is dem- |

|

1Z. The agriculture of canalgre Is yet |

oheck the growth of any crop where |

artificial molsture cannot be called in-
to use. It matters not what (nfluences
of drouth sre presented, the remedy Is
Al hand to avert crop loss and the farm-
er rests vasy knowing that his substi-
tute In suficlent to provide all the re-
quirements of the crop In & succsssful
growth and bountiful yield, Irrigated
Nebraska will ralse & great crop this
year, and in the years to come will s
influsnce add to the sure crop acreage
of the slate by & widening out of the
lirigated districts

The Pasture

There Ia ne other part of furm mak~
agement thal ls so aften made unprofit
Alle by neglect as pasturing, and
I 5o viher that way be made
profitable, truly says & recognised
tharity In the “Country
It s sue of the wos! cunvenienl melh:
eda of gaihaving

Thle ©onhAltian the profit of 1t 18 greats l
ly red and the use |
of the land waateful, ;

Natural Pasturs—Pasinres may be |
permanent or temporary. The pnrma-'
nent pasture la, however, not so well |
sulted to our climate aa in countries !
where the summer Is cooler and the
rainfall I8 greater In the summer, for
nothing more conduees to the growth
of grass than moletureand eoolness, The
best soil eannot produce grass without

1 or wholly lost!

becomes

this be provided, elther naturally or
artificially by Irrigation, the heat of
the climate bhecomes & secondary con-
glderation. But it is aleo true that the
condition of the land may have much
to do with this supply of Indlapensa-
bls molsture, for it may be made so
much more retentive of its water as to
greatly overcome the tendency to evap-
oration by the excessive heats of the
summer. Thus we find such localities
as that known as the blue grass region
of Kentucky, in which the soll is wo
well suited to the growih ot grass and

to produce the finest pasture and main-

tury, There are found fields that have
never been broken by the plow, In
which the native grass at first took
complete possession and has kept it
and promises Lo keep it in perennial
verdure. This, however, 1a one of the
rare instances on this eontinent of such
tavorable conditions of soll and cli-
mate, for elsewhere the greatest akill
hardly prevails agalnst the natural ob-
gtacles to the malntenance of permar
nent pasturage,

Preparation.—But it 15 not at all dif-
flcult to make a profitable pasiure for
a short term of years by a due prepara-
Thin
preparation consists of thorough plows-

the varieties of grass, Dralning is in-
dispensable If the soll is not naturally
dralned, for in such cases the land may
very easlly be too dry for the growth
of graes at one time, and at another
time may be too wet and sodden, and
drainage often tends to render the sofl
molst by conserving the water and
preventing too rapld evaporation,
Moreover, & wel pasture Is always in-
Jured most seriously by the tramplog
of animals and the poaching of the
ground,

Preservation.—~When by the skill of
the farmer the pasture has been made,

its preservation is not to be neglected,
It will not do to leave it to its chances,
It must be fed quite as much as the
animals that feed upon it. It must be
repalred continually by fresh seed and
fortilizers, a8 time and season may
make inroads upon it. To leave any

tain injury by neglect 18 to encournge
the loss of the grass and the substitu-
tion of weeds for it. And in addition it
must be so used as to give all nesded
opportunities for the grass to muke
suficient growth before It s eaten down
at the boginning of the feeding sea~
son. This ls an important considera~
tion at this time,

Mezican KBheap.

The old Mexican gheep are the di-
rect descendante of the original Span-
jsh Merino brought over two hundred
years ago by Spanlards to Old Mexico,
says Colman's Rural World. They
nave been bred with searcely any out-
cross, and are a very distinctly mark-
ed breed, They have long legs, a long,
thin body, not very deep; small, rath-
er long neck, and a long, thin head,

" oarried high, The wool s fine and thin,

To the eye they appear almost worth-
less as mutton gheep and of still less
value for wool. Thelr good pointa are
that they are hardy, excellent travel-
ers, will keep in good condition om
the poorest and driest of ranges, are
fairly prolific, and can be herded in
bunches of almost any size. They fat-
ten easily, though never getting plump
and fat like the northern sheep. When
they reach the Chicago market, if In
good condition, they outsell all othes
gheep, ior they shrink very little in
dressing, the meat has an excellent
flavor, and the hide I8 so thin, firm and
soft as to command the bhighest price,

Low Prices for Hogs

This has been a year when ordinary
rules and conditions have been pretiy
well twisted around, says Drovers'
Journal., We have gone through the
season when hogs are expeoted to ad-
vance with liberal supplies, excellent
quality and almost record-breaking low
prices. The country i& bearish on hogs,
and It is a question whether this ex-
ceptionally down-hearted feeling will
pot result in some more surprises dur-
ing the remainder of the year, There
fs & theory advanced that the farmors
and feeders figuring on exceptionally
low prices after the new corn crop has
had time to out & figure, will crowd

naturally be expected, and that
winter prices are liable o be beller
than prices between uow and thea.

Lvinking Fountain —The rcleansst
and cheapest home-mads drinking
fountain s construcied as fellows:
Take an empty (ruit can, and wilth &
wire nall or sharp end of &

& hole through the tin can aboul
o one hall lnch from
end; Bl the can wilh clean
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL,

LESSON 1I—0DCT 11—SOLOMON'S
WISE CHOICQE.

Fear of the Lord

Is the Beginnlng of Wisdom" —FPsalms

111:10 What Shall We Choose for

Durselves?

Golden Texti! “The

N our last lesson
we studled Bolo-
mon's way to the
kingdom and its
lessons, and left
him firmly seated
on the throne,
To-day we pee
the source of his
gront power and
success in the
cholce that Wwas
presented to him
at the beginning
af his relgn, and
his choosing that
which was wise and right, insttead
of that which might naturally seem more
desirable to an smbitious Young man.

The lesson to be taught Is found in the
difterent objects net hefora every pereon
at the beginning of life, the ohject which
it Is the wisest Lo choose, and the reasons
and motives for so choosing. Yivery ar-
gument, Hlustration and example should
be employed to |-l-!'mu|l|f' ench scholar to
make the right choles and to make I
now,

The seetion includes 1 Kings 3; $-16: ““.
parallel, 2 Chronlclen 1: 1-14 1 Kings 4
20: and the HScripture texts given below.

Tme, 15, C. 1015, the early part of Bolo:
mon's relgn.

Place, Gibeon, & high hill six miles
north of Jerusslem, now called 11 Jib,
Hers was the anclent tabernacle con-
structed by Moses (2 Chron, 13 8

HBolomon. 18 or 20 years ald,

To-day's lesson includes 1 Kings 6-16, as
follown:

5. ‘“The Lord appearcd to golomon in
a dream.” It was probably at the clowe
of this season of worship, when his mind
had been elevated into a high state of
religlous fervor by the protracted ser:
vices, "And God sa'd, Ask what I whall
give thee” An there I8 no {imitation I
the Implied offer, an abuolutely unlimited
range of cholce s here placed before
Bolomon.

6. ““Thou hast shewed unto thy servani
David my fathor great merey,” David had
no clalm, and put forth none. It Wps all
of merey. “According as he walked be-
fore thee In truth,” In sincere devotion
to God, In the true worship of the trus
God, ‘“T'hat thou hast given him & son to
sit on his throne,'” It is a great favor 1o
have God's blessings to us continued teo
our children, and thus to make our
fluence for good enduring, Y,

7. *“Phou hast made thy servant King.
He was chopen by God Lo be KINgE, by
the aid of God's prophet he had ‘llll."
the throne, “And | am but a little child.’
He was young and inexperienced ecom-
pared with hig father, who came to the
throne after u youth of astivity, and ten
or twelve yoars of special training, and
seven more as king over @ small king-
dom. ‘1 know not how 1o go out or come
in."” This expression ks proverblal for the
active conduct of affure, (Hee Num, mn
17: Deut, 25: 6; 1 Sam, 14 13, )—Cook.

8. “Thy sorvant is in the midst of thy

Je:" 1. e, In set over them as & king.
““Which thou hast chosen'” It was not
only a great natfon, bui the nation chosen
to represent God before the world,
carry out his kingdom, and teach the
world his truthe. A grest people,
eannot be numbered.” There seems to be
& reference in these words to the prom-
ises maode by God to Abraham, more
especially to Genesis 13: 14,

9. “CGive therefore thy servant an ub-
derstanding heart.” There were two @i
rections in one or the other of which &
young king's desires would naturally
lead. ‘“To judge thy people.' Administer
the government In all Its departments.
wphat 1 may discern between good and
bad,” 1. e, right and wrong, justice and
injustice, what plans are good for the peo-
ple and what are bad. “For who Is
to judge this thy so great a people?” The
larger the number of people the more wis-
dom and ability it reaquired to govern
them,

10, “And the speech pleased the Lord."
Why? (1) Tt was right, noble, unsélfish,
like God himself, (2) It rendered it possi-
ble for God to glve him large measures of
the best things in all the universe, m It
furnished an opportunity to give many
other things. God loves to give. He gives
us all we can bereficially receive, The
more he can give us, the better he e
pleased,

11. "Hecause thou hast . . . not asked
for thyself.” He had not selfishly asked
the things which would merely glve glory
and pleasure to himself.

12, “Lo, I have given thee a wise and
an understanding heart,” for which he
had asked. See | Kings 8: 16-28, and 4:
29-34, together with the descriptions of
Bolomon's temple and palaces, govern-
mental plans and commerce. “Bo that
there was none like thee before thee,”
ete, Thig has been literally fulfilled in
history. He had wisdom and understand-
ing exceeding much, and largeness of
heart, even a8 the sand that is on the
seashore (1 Kings 4: 29),

13, 1 have also glven thee that which
thou hast not asked.” Here. we see &
striking llustration of that law of the
divine government, “‘Seek ye first the king=
dom of God and his righteousncss, and all
these things shall be added unto you"
(Matt, 6; 3; Luke 12: 81).—Cook. ‘'Both
riches and honor.” Hee the next lesson,

. “And if thou wilt walk In my w
. 1 will lengthen thy days'
promise here Is only conditional. As the
condition was not observed (1 Kings 11:
1-8), the right to promise was forfe ted,
and It was not fulfilled, He died at the
age of sixty, ten years younger than his
father David,

15. “And Selomon awoke, and behold It
was & dream.” Hut the results were real
because what was done in the dream ex-
pressed what Holomon really was and
actunlly chuse. “And he came to Jeru-
salem:”’ his home, and the other sanetu-
ary where the ark was placed. Here he
continued the sacrificlnl feast

Practical. 1. The case, as presentsd
here, In good bath far proef and fer iHlue-
tration of the pringiple that when men
sovel sarnestly and supremely the best
al.l.l Ood loves not snly o glve these

things thus preferably and supreme-
ty sought, but o thiow in (the lesser
things as unssked gratuiles in business

inte the bhargaln  Cive your Pall

rt and chief endoavor 1o seking the

Ringdom of Ged snd his §ghissushess,

and Oed will ses 1o the Hilng of your

pup with sarthiy good as way be besl for
oy,

MINGS AND RING LORE,
ring bore his avest, a




