G -

- . - g — YL TS Ny

TALMAGE'S SERMON.

*g0D IN LITTLE THINGS,” LAST
SUNDAY'S SBUBJECT.

®sve Not Two Sparrows BSold For »
Warthing, and One of Them ¥hall Not
Pall en the Ground Without Weur
Father”—Mas 10:39.

OU sece the Bible
will not be limited
in the cholce of

symbols. There is
hardly & Dbeast,
or bird, or Iin-

pect, which has not
been called to f{l-
lustrate some Di-
vine truth — the
ox's patience, the
ant's industry, the
spider's skill, the hind's surefooted-
ness, the eagle’s speed, the dove's gen-
tleness, and even the sparrow’s mean-
pess and insignificance. In Oriental
countries nome but the poorest people
buy the sparrow and eat it—so very
1ittle meat is there on the bones, and so
very poor is it, what there is of It
The comfortable population would mnot
think of touching it any more than
you would think of eating & bat or a
lamprey. Now, says Jesus, if God
takes such good care of a poor bird that
is not worth a cent, will he not care for
you, an immortal?

We assoclate God with revolutions,
We can see a Divine purpose in the
discovery of America, in the inven-
tion of the art of printing, in the ex-
posure of the Gunpowder Plot, in the
contrivance of the needle-gun, in the
ruln of an Austrian or Napoleonic
despotism; but bow hard it is to see
God in the minute personal affalrs of
our lives! We think of God as making
& record of the starry host, but cannot
realize the Bible truth that he knows
bow many hairs are on our head. It
seems & grand thing that God provided
for hundreds of thousands of Israelites
in the desert; but we cannot appre-

truth that, when & sparrow
down and opens
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of pond llly. We can see
Can we see God in
owers at our feet?
are apt to place God on some
stage—or to try to do it—ex-
there to act out his stu-
projects, but we forget that
the life of & Cromwell, an Alexander,
or a Washington, or an archangel, 18
not more under Divine inspection than
your life or mine. Pompey thought
there must be a mist over the eyes of
God because he so much favored
But there is no such mist, He
everything. We say God’s path is
the great waters. True enough; but
more certainly than he is in the
the glass on the table. We
guldes the stars In their
Magnificent truth! but no
certain truth than that he de-
which road or street you shall
in coming to church. Understand
God does not sit upon an indiffer-
t or unsympathetic throne, but that
gits down beside you to-day, and
ds beside me to-day, and no affair
our lives is so insignificant but that
is of importance to God.
In the first place, God chooses our
occupation for us. 1 am amazed to
gee how many people there are dissatls-
fled with the work they have to do. 1
think three-fourths wish they were in
some other occupation, and they spend
a great deal of time in regretting that
they got in the wrong trade or prof:s-
glon. 1 want to tell you that God put
into operation all the Influences which
led youto that particular cholce, Many
of you are pot in the business that you
expected to be in, You started for the
ministry and learned merchandise; you
#tarted for the law and you are a phy-
siclan; you preferred agriculture and
you became & mechanic. You thought
one way; God thought another.
Hugh Miller says, "1 will be a stone-
mason;” God says, “You will be a
grologist,” David goes out to attend
bis father's sheep: God calls him to
govern a nation. Baul goes out to hunt
bis father's nsses, and before he gets
back finds the crown of regal domin-
fon. How much happler would we be
it we were content with the places
God gave us! God saw your tempera-
ment and all the clreumstances by
which you were surrounded, and 1 be-
leve unine-tenths of you are in the
work you are best fitted for. | hear a
great racket in my wateh, and 1 find
that the hands and the wheels and the
springs are getting out of their places
1 sent it down to the Jeweler's and say,
“Overhaul that waich, and teach the
wheels, and the spriog. snd the hands
o wmind thelr own business.” You
know & man having & large estate. MHe
gathers his working hands n the
morning, and says to one, “You go and
trim that viee." 1o another, “You geo
and weed these Howers ' o another,
plough that teugh giebe " and
each one goes to his particular work.
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and however lowly the portals, is as
pear God's heart as an Albambra or a
Kremlin. Prove it, you say. Proverbs
8: 33, “He blesseth the babitation of
the just.”

1 remark further that God arranges
all our friendships. You were driven
to the wall. You found a man just at
that crisis who sympathized with you
and helped you. You say, “How lueky
I was!” There was no luck about it.
God sent that friend just as certalnly
as he sent the angel to strengfhen
Christ. Your domestic friends, your
business friends, your Christian
triends, God sent them to bless you,
and if any of them have proved trait-
orous, it is only te bring out the value
of those who remain, If some die, It is
only that they may stand at the out-
muhunnwm:ouum
coming,

® 8 »

1 remark again, that God puts down
the limit to our temporal prosperity.
The world of finance seems (o have
no God In It. You cannot tell where o
man will land, The affluent fall; the
poor rise. The ingenious fail; the ig-
norant succeed, An enterprise opening
grandly, shuts in bankruptey, while

out of the peat dug up from some New
England marsh the millionaire bullds
his fortune, The poor man thinks it
is chance that keeps him down; the
rich man thinks It ic chance which
hoists him; and they are both wrong.
It is so hard to realize that God rules
the money market, and has a hook In
the nose of the stock-gambler, and that
all the commercial revolutions of the
world shall result in the very best for
God’s dear children,
My brethren, do not kick against the
Divine allotments. God knows just
how much money it is best for you to
lose. You never galn unless it Is best
for you to gain, You go up when it is
best for you to go up, and go down
when It Is best for you to go down.
Prove it, you say. 1 will. Rom. §:
28, "All things work together for good
to them that love God."” You go into
o factory, and you see twenty or thirty
wheels, and they are going in different
directions. ‘This band Is rolling off
this way, and another band another
way; one down and another up. You
say, “What confusior in & factory!”
Oh, no, all these different bands are
only different parts of the machinery.
S0 I go into your life and see strange
things. Here Is one providence pull-
ing you in one way and another in an-
other way. But these are differ-
ent parts of one machinery by which
he will advance your everlasting and
present well-belng.
Now you know that a second mort-
gage, and a third and fourth mortgage,
are often worth nothing. It is the
first mortgage that e & good invest-
ment. I bave to tell you that every
Christian man has a firést mortgage
on every trial, and on every disaster,
and it must make a payment of eternal
advantage to his soul. How many
worriments it would take out of your
heart, if you belleved that fully. You
buy goods and hope the price will go
up, but you are in a fret and a frown
for fear the price will go down. You
do not buy the goods using your best
discretion in the matter, and then say,
“0, Lord, 1 have done the best I could;
1 commit this whole transaction into
Thy hands!” That {8 what religion s
good for or it 18 good for nothing.

. s »
A man of large business concludes to
go out of his store, leaving much of
his investments in the business, and
he says to hig sons, “Now, 1 am going
to leave this business im your hands.
Perhaps 1 may come back in a little
while, and perhaps not. While 1 am
gone you will please to look after af-
faire.” After awhile the father comed
back and finds everything at loose
ends, and the whole business geems to
be going wrong. He says, “I am go-
ing to take possession of this business
—vyou know I never fully surrendered
it; and henceforth consider yourselves
subordinates,” Is he not right in do-
ing it? He saves the business. The
Lord seems to let us go on in life,
gulded by our own skill, and we make
miserable work of it. God comes down
to our shop, or our store, and says,
“Things are going wrong., 1 am go-
ing to take charge. 1 am Master, and
1 know what s best, and 1 proclaim my
suthority.” We are merely subordi-
It is lke & boy at school with
a long sum that he cannot do. He has
Leen working at it for hours, making
figures here and rubbing out fgures
there, and it is all mixed up; and the
teacher, looking over the boy's shoul-
der, knows that he cannot get out of 't
and, ecleaning the siate says, "Hegin
agaln.”  Just so Ged cays to us, Our
ulfulrs get into an inextricable entan.
glement, and he rubs everything oui
and says, “Begin again'! ls he not
| wise and loviug in so doing?

!

What s enough. | have heard of peo-
plo striving for that which I8 encugh,
but | never heard of snyone who had
ehough. What God ealls snough for
Wan, man calls too litile What maa
ealls enough, God says s toa much
The diflerence belween & poor wan
and & rich man s only the differcsce
I banks The rich man puls  his
matey In the Waahington “ank or the

remark further Ood has ar- | Central bank or the Melropo: 1ok bank
m of sur dwelling. What | or seme other bank of thal eharseior,
or lown, strest or house | While e pour wan comes up  and

Fou hall Nve In swems 10 be & mere  makes Bis lnvestments lu the bank of
matinr of aovident. You go oul 10 bunt | Bw wbo rune all the quarries. ali the
v & Bouse, and you happen 1o pase | Wines, il the gold. all the earth, all
WP & cortaln street, and happen 10 sew | heaven Do you sk o man s fell

house. Was | whon he bs backed up bike that?
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You may have seen & map ou whish
I8 doaeribed, with rod ik, the ravels
of e ehilldren of larael \hrough \he
desert of the promised land You e
how they toad this snd that direction

ronend Lhe river and wenl through (he
e, Do you knew Uod bas made &

! 1 think the trouble is, that there Is |
80 large a difference hetween the Di- ;
vine sand the human estlmate &8 o |

map of your life with paths leading
up to this bitterness and that success,
through this river and across that sea?
but, blessed be God, that path always
comes out at the Promised Laand.
Mark that! Mark that!

I remark, again, that all those
things that seem to be but accidents
in our life are under the Divine super-
vislon. We sometimes seem to be go-
ing helmless and anchorless. You say,
“It I had some other trade; If I had mot
gone there this summer; if I had lived
in some other house,” You have no
right to say that. Every tear you
wept, every step you have taken, every
burden you have carried is under Di-
vine Inspection, and that even which
startled your whole household with
horror God met with perfect placidity,
because he knew it was for your good,
It was part of a great plan projected
long ago, in eternity. When you come
to reckon up your mercles, you will
point to that afMiction as one of your
greatest blessings.

God has a strange way with us
Joseph found his way to the prime
minister's chair by being pushed into
s pit; and to many a Christian down
is up, The wheat must be flalled;
the quarry must be blasted; the dia-
mond must be ground; the Christian
must be aficted; and that eingle
event which "you supposed stood en-
tirely alone, was & connecting Jnk
between two great chaing, one chain
reaching through all eternity past and
the other chalin reaching through all
eternity future—so small an event fas-
tening two eternities together,

There is & man who says, “That
doctrine cannot be true, because things
do go so very wrong.” 1 reply it Is no
inconsistency on the part of God, but
a lack of understanding on our part,
I hear that men are making very fine
shawls in some factory. 1 go in on
the first floor, and gee only the raw
materials, and I ask, “Are these the
shawls I have heard about?” “No,”
says the manufacturer, “go up to the
next floor;” and I go up, and there I
begin to see the design. But the man
says, “Do not stop here; go up to the
top floor of the factory, and you will
see the idea Mily carried out,” I do
s0, and, having come to the top, see
the complete pattern of an exquisite
shawl, So in our, life, standing down
on a low level of Christlan experience
we do not understand God's dealings,
He tells us to go up higher and higher,
until we begin to understand the Di-
vine meaning with respect to us, and
we advance until we stand at the very
gate of heaven, and there see God's
jdea all wrought out—a perfect idea of
mercy, of love, of kindness. And we
say, “Just and true are all Thy wags."
It is all right at the top, Remember
there I8 no inconsistency on the part of
God, but it is only our mental and
spiritual Incapacity.

Some of you may be disappointed
this summer—vacations are apt to be
disappointments—but whatever your
perplexities and worriments, know
that “Man's heart deviseth his way,
but the Lord directeth his steps.” Ask
these aged men in this church If it is
not so. It has been so in my own life.
One summer I started for the Adiron-
dacks, but my plans were g0 changed
that I landed in Liverpool. 1 studied
law and I got into the ministry. 1
resolved to go as a missionary to
China, and 1 stayed in the United
gStates. I thought I would like to be in
the east, and I went to the west; all
the clrcumstances of life, all my work,
different from that which I expected.
“A man's heart deviseth his way, bul
the Lord directeth his steps.”

S0, my dear friends, this day take
home this subject. Be content with
guch things as you have. From every
grass-blade under your feet learn the
lesson of Divine care, and never let the
smallest bird it across your path
without thinking of the truth, that
two sparrows are sold for a farthing,
and one of them shall not fall on the
ground without your Father. Blessed
be His glorious name forever. Amen.

CELEBRITIES AND CYCLING,

James Whiteomb Riley has sold hils
bhorse and bought a bieycle,

William E. Gladstone recently sald,
with a smile, that he would be out of
the fashion entirely If he did ot learn
to ride a bicycle.

Jean de Reszke, the great tenor, s
eredited by his press agent with this:
“As eyellug I8 the poetry of motlon, 8o
Is singing the cycle of musie”

Trenton s the only place that can
boast of u bishop as a bleyelist. Bishop
James A. McFaul of the Treuton dlo-
ovde I8 the only one of that ecoleaias-
tieal dignity that has attempied to

| tame & bieycle,

Rudyasd Kipling, once a proncuneed
antieyelist, but now an enthusiastie
wheelman, hae written a dialect poem
entitied “How Hreltmann HRecams
President on the HBloyele Tickhet™
Rudyard's eonvers.on seems thus 1o be

arsured,

| Unecle Adrian

| Anaun, who has seen

the whirligig of thme® send & generss
1 tion ar two of baseball players 1o oblivs
L elub, s assiduousiy paylag rourt 1o the
bleyele these daye "The slecivie cam
may be good enough.” sald he recently,
bt when | oam in s burey LU wee my
wheel That ikl give me ihe sdded
advantags of a0 mueh Wore prepares
tary exwrcion abd make e more s
Ple for practiee with the boye "

FROM RUBBER OVERBMORS,
———

Neal walerpran!l mals on whieh 0
oot Hower vases are Wade wilh piak
wdges

Narrow siripe nalied on the door can
ing will prevent maky & betve wrsek:
g slam or they will 4o M wealhe
srips

fom, while he still swings the asshen |

FARM AND GARDEN.

MATTERS OF INTEREST TO
AGRICULTURISTS,

Some Up-to-Date Hinta About Caltiva~
tion of the Boll and Yields Thereof—
Viticnltare and Florl-

calture

ULLETIN 66 of the
Kansas Experi-
ment Station says:
An experiment de-
glgned to test the
value of the theory
often advanced
that the proper
way to treat the
corn crop I8 to give
it frequent and
shallow culture has
been tried here, It
has now been tested here for several
years, and while these tests have not
established just how often corn must
be cultivated, they prove beyond a
doubt that it is possible to cultivate it
too much, The drawback to the experi-
ment is that frequent cultivation, as for
instance twice or three times & week,
necessitates the stirring of the soll at
times when it {s not in proper condition
to be stirred, In the present case, when
rains fell at such times that the ground
would be too wet to cultivate on the
asslgned dates, the cultivation was
pustponed or omitted altogether. There
were last year thirty plats devoted to
the experiment. Each plat was a long
narrow strip only four rows wide, and

a guard row separated adjoining plats,
$0 that the treatment of one plant could
not affect its nelghbor. The rows were

3.5 feet apart and the stalks slxteen

inches apart In the row. In 1862, the

plats cultivated once in two weeks gave

exactly the same average as the plats
cultivated twice a week. In 1893, the

plats cultivated once a week gave the

best yield, and there was a decrease by

giving either more or less cultivation,

The average for three years gives the

best yleld to plats cultivated once a
week. We have averages for four years

for cultivations of twice a week, once a

week, and once in two weeks, the yields

from the two latter treatments being

the best and almost alike,

Wide Tires for Wagons.

The Introduction of broad tires upon
all farm wagons and carts adapted for
heavy draft purposes alone would do
much to improve roads, gince half the
trouble seems to arlge from heavy loads
carting over country roads at geasons
of the year when the ground lg goft, At
Tuxedo, where all draft wagons are
prohibited an entry unless furnished
with broad-tired wheels, the tremend-
ous advantage over the ordinary tires
has been plainly proved, for there, even
when the roads are softest and at thelr
worst, they never cut up through the
constant carting of heavy loads of
brick, stone or lumber over them; for
the tires, by being so broad that they
can not eut in and hence track in the
game place, act somewhat like rollers
in keeping the roads hard and smooth.
80 much might be accomplish in
this way If every one living in the
country, when buying a farm wagon or
cart, would not only make a point of
getting one with broad tires, but would
at the same time exert his influence to
that effect with his friends and neigh-
bors, For could the merit of these tires
as road-improvars once become known
throughout the country, public spirit
alone would cause their use to become
general and much of the present trou-
ble arising from the deep, rutty condl-
tion of the roads would cease as if by
maglc.—Gen, Roy Stone.

Yorcing Plants by Electricity.

The professors in the department of
horticulture at Cornell have just con-
cluded important experiments in de-
veloping plants by electrie light. Prof,
Balley gald:

“We are highly gratified with the
result. We have proved that by using
electrie light during the day time we
cun produce lilies fully two weeks be-
fore those that are grown under natural
conditions. The effect is fully as
marked In the case of lettuce, but we
found that electricity 18 a positive det-
riment to peas,

“We will continue our investigation
on different plants, and wil' ascertain
the effects on vegetation of the Roent-
gen rays, We shall also experiment
on plents by electrifying the atmos-
phere in which the plants are grown."”
-_E‘. P —

insecticides and Fangieldes.

The season for spraylng our or-
chards and vineyards is at hand, and
it should be attended Lo at once,

It is estimated that the apple crop
alone in Indiana, in an ordinary season
amounta to approximately 3,000,000
bushels, and it I8 also estimated that
st least two thirds of thess would be
| classod a8 “seconds” In the market,
owing 10 the defects caused by lusects
| and fungl. This means & direct loss (o
| the farmers of the state from (his
! one caune, of ul least §500,000 annually
This same may be sald of all other
kinds of frull 10 & grealer oF loss ox-
tent, 80 that a set of spraylng wa-
chinery has coine 1o be Just as vaseh
tial ta sucoessful frult eulture as the
troes themaeives; for 1t has been thor.
wughly demonstrated that from 80 e b
per eont. of the frult crop ean be saved
i periect condition by B inteliigent
use of the speay pump; Bnd sl a cost
of net more than 30 (o 40 swils por Lrew
In the applivation of Insecticides W
should be remembered thal there are
iwa classes of Inssvis with whivh we
hate o deal; ane takes s losd by sals
ing the fellage, fruit, ete, whils the
secund olass suchs s pourishiuenl
from the interier of the stem, lollage
ar frult.  The Tenl caterpiilar, Canker
worm and Currant werm are famiiiar
examples of the Arst-class, and the
plant lee, squash bug, #le, repressnl
the second clase.  Asverdingly lnsectl

—

cides may be divided Into two classes,
viz: (1) those which must be taken
into the system before becoming active,
and which contain more or less
arsenle, such as Parls green, London
purple and White arsenic, and which
should be used at the rate of one pound
to 200 gallons of water; (2) those which
kill by contact; such as kerogene emul-
slon, pyrethum, bi-sulphide of carbon,
ete, The only precaution necessary
here Is In the use of bi-sulphide of car-
bon, which Is very explosive when
brought near the fire. It is used in
the destruction of all kinds of grain in-
sects In bins, To these may be added a
third class called repellants—those
which by their offensive odors prevent
egg laylng—such as carbolic acld, soft
soap, ete, which are applied to the
bodies of trees as a prevention agalnst
the attacks of borers, The numerous
fungous diseases, such as the black rot
of grapes, apple gcab, plum rot, etc.,
require a different class of remedies.
The one In most general use Is the Bor-
deaux mixture, which is made by dis-
solving six pounds of sulphate of cop-
per and four pounds of guick lime and
adding these to 46 or 50 gallons of
water, The first application should
be made before any sign of the disease
has manifested itself, repeating at in-
tervals of ten or fifteen days, After the
fruit has set a combination of Paris
green and Bordeaux mixture will be
found to serve a double purpose in
destroying both ingects and fungl—
James Troop, Hortleulturlst Indiana
Experiment Station,
Moll for Strawberries.

In choosing a place for a strawberry
bed, much depends upon the intentions
of the grower, The early and late ber-
ries bring the best prices. Now if it Is
degired to have an early crop, we
should choose a warm sandy soll and a
southern expose. On the other hand,
if we want late berries we must choose
a cooler, heavier soll and a northern
slope, In general, we may say that a
soll which will grow fine corn and po-
tatoes will produce good strawberries,
The best soll, perhaps, i# a deep,
strong, sandy loam, but no one kind of
soll I8 equally well adapted to every
variety, The soll must be moist but
not too wet, and well drained. It must
also be naturally rich or well fertilized.
0l1d sod is not to be recommended on
account of the presence of white grubs
which attack the roots of the straw-
berry, Thorough preparation of the
soll I8 the foundation of success. The
strawberry Is not particular as to the
kind of manure applied, provided it ls
in sufficienty quantity. Well rotted
gtable manure is scarcely to be ex-
celled. A compact of muck and manure
is one of the best fertilizers for light
golls, ashes are also valuable, especially
on sand solls, Concentrated fertilizers
are sometimes used with good results,
but care must be taken in applying
them, not to injure the plants, Plow
deep. It is well to plow in the fall and
replow in the spring, so as to get the
manure will mixed with the soil. Sub-
golling is recommended but s not ne-
cessary. One acre well prepared and
cultivated will produce mre fruit than
three or four poorly prepared.—A. M.

Ten Eyck,
i —

Blost on Clover,

G. W. Waters, writing in Journal of
Agriculture, says: As the clover s
good this year we may expect a Jot of
bloat in cattle pastured upon it. Re-
member that it is dangerous to pas-
ture green, sappy clover when it is wet,
It is fairly safe to turn in when it is
dry, ecpecially if it is dry weather and
the clover is a little wilted. If cattle
are fed gome dry feed—a few ears of
corn, some hny or struw—e\'ery morn-
ing while running on clover, the dan-
ger i8 not so great. There are some
remedies that if taken in time will
cure. The simplest and best is to catch
the animal, force its mouth wide open
and keep it forced open. This may be
done by using round billet of wood, say
three inches In diameter, tied at each
end and used in the mouth the same as
a bridle bit in a horse's mouth, The
animal will work the jaws and tongue
and soon begin to belch, then the dan-
ger is over, We have used in connec-
tion with the stick of wood a drench
of soda, but this is not necesgary, Ben-
ton Gabbert, of Dearborn, says he has
seen hundreds cured by the stick of
wood In the mouth, and never knew it
to fall. So it isn't necessary to use the
trochar and cannula,

Cost of Wheat In England.—An ex-
haustive discussion has been going on
for some time through the columns of
the Cable, Lord Winchilsea's paper, s
to whether or not wheat can be ralsed
In England with profit at 40 shillings
aterling per quarter, or about $1.20 per
bushel. The statements of cost per
aere vary widely, as they do In this
country, malnly owing to differences in
estimates of invidental expenses, wear
and Interest on machinery and cost of
manure, Hemt and taxes are included
in all, Taking four quarters or thirty-
two bushels as the yield per aere these

statements give the cost of ||rudu.-|;u,.1

at from about $35 o B8 per acre. o
from about 8 ceits to §L 10 per bushel
Ex

Hotbeds — The use of hotbeds by tarm-
crs in on the Increase, expecially where
sumimer boarders are kept, and where
Hght sales are made at near-by village
stores,  The frames weed wie simple
alfaire, usually consisting of o cheap
board one foot high at the frest and
vightean Inches al the renr, giving (he
sach & slope Wwwards the ravs of Lhe
sub and al an angle thatl will give less
il relflection to thewm than & et surface.
Common saah are wied gensially on the
farm from some oM building (hat bas
wndergene repalre  Ea

Back Canes

Pinching When new

vanes ol the vasplbasiion and blackber- |

vies are A or I8 inches high, pinch off
the top about three Inches  This will
canse alde branches o grow, making
well formed bushes, and greatly In
civane (e beating sutlace ol the cabea

M. A Thaywr,

i m————— e TR -

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

THIRD QUARTER, LESSON
JULY B—KING DAVID.

Golden Text: ““The Lord Relgneth; Let
the Earth Hejolce; Let the Multitude
of Isles Be Glad Thereof”—Paalms
97~ 1

T has been six monthe
since we left our studies
about David, and as we
take up his history it will
be wise for us to review
hig life up to the time of
our lesson today, im or-
der that we may see
clearly the principles by
which he was prepared
for his lite work, and the
steps by which he gained
. The smaller king-
dom was conducted w0
wisely and with such ex-
2 . cellent wuccess that this
seven and a hall years' experience prepared
David for the wider kingdom and opened
the way to Its attainment, The divine
and the human elements in the experience
and success of David may well be studied,

and attention called to the Interweaving of
the two In hie life as they are interwoven
In all MHves, The practical lessons &8 #p-

plied to our own lves will naturally fow from
the study if rightly pursued, The section
Includes a review of the life of David from
his childhood to the death of Baul and the
wtory of his seven years' relgn at Hebron.

The text of the lesson for today includes
2 Samuel 2: 111,

1, “After this,” the events above de-
seribed, and thowe connected with the report
0 David,  “Inquired of the Lord,'" prob-
ably “through the high priest Ablathar.
Duvid desired divine direction how to act
in this crisin.' —=Cambridge Bible, Herein
David was both wise and religlous. He
would not take one step that was not right,
The kingdom wax from God, and God would
gulde him into the bext way of reaching It
“Whither shall 1 go up?' The northern
part of the kingdom was held by the Phil-
istine Invaders, and David was in no posi-
tlon to drive them out, A large part of the
population fled across the Jordan. Bauld left
oue son, the heir to the throne sccording to
custom In other natlons, and the great gen-
eral and politiclan Abner, Baul's cousin und
the rival of David's chief man and cousin,
Joab, adhered to the cause of Saul. David's
conduct In joining the Phillstines needed ex-
planation before all could trust him. On the
other hand, Judah wuax his own tribe, and
had escaped the Invading forces. ‘‘And he
#ald, Unto Hebron," one of the most anclent
citles of the world. *“The central position
of Hebron In the tribe of Judah, ite moun-
tainous and defensible situstion, its lmport-
dnce as a priestly sett!ement and an anclent
royal city, the patriarchal associations con-
nected with §t, combined to repder It the
most sultable capital for the new kingdom.
2, "And his two wives,” because he was
Intending to wsettle down, “Nabal's wile,"”
his widow,

4 “And his men.” The six hundred of
his chosen band (kee above.) “'Every man
with his household.” Henceforth there was
o be po roaming in exile, but each one was
to settle down to the duties of peace. David
was planning for peace, not war, awalting
patiently the time when the larger kingdom
should come to him.

4. "And the men of Judah * * * an-
vinted David king.” David had already been
ancioted privately by Bamuel. DBut this was
his public, formal inauguration by the peo-
ple, The kingdom came to him, not only by
divine appointment, but by cholce of the
people themeelves (v. 7; 1 Chron. 11: 1-8).
The two colncided, Vs, 411, Seven and one-
halt years, B. C., 1066-1048, David took sev-
eral wise measures: Ile had already, before
coming to MHebron, sent presents from the
spolls he recovered from the Amulekites
near Ziklag, to the local chiefs of the varlous
districts of Judea (1 Sam. 30: 26-31). He
kent messengers to "'the men of Jabesh-
gllead * * * that Saul." The
Philistines, in glorying over the death of
Faul, had put his armor in an i{dol temple
and bung his body and those of hin three
tons upon the wall of the c¢ity of Bethahen,
four miles from the Jordan, that all who
passed by might exult in his defeat. But
the men of Jabesh-gllead, a town cest of the
Jordan, whom Saul had once helped when in
great siraite (1 Sam. 11: 1-11), most vallant-
Iy entered the lines of the victorlous enemy,
took down the bodles, and buried them, so
that they eould suffer no further indignity.
. 1 also will requite (manifest to) you
this Kindness,” Saul was an  enemy to
David, but David was pot an enemy to Saul,
David assures these men that they nced have
no fear of harm from him on account of

buried

what they have done, but, rather, he es-
teems them for |t
7. "The house of Judah have anointed me

king over them.'" This gave them an oppor-
tunity to join David, if they wished,

§. "Abner the son of Ner"” was cousin to
Saul (1 Bam. 4: 00). *“Captain of Sauls
host,"" wnd a great general. For both rea-
#ons he would seek to retaln the kingdom
to the house of Saul. He would thus retain
his position as chief, which he could not do
it David were king, since in his ariny the
place of general was already filled by Joab,
David's nephew. His power would be almost
supreme If “lsh-bosheth,” the eldest sur-
viving ser. of Saul, pecame king, for he
we a weak man, with no kingly splrit.
“"Drought him over to Mahunatm,' & walled
city of Gilead, eust of the Jordan, on the
Jubbok, near whore Jacob wrestled with the

angel. This was in the country of the two
and a hall tribes.  The main part of the
kingdom of Raul was at thie time in posses.
slon of the Philistines, so that the kingdom

cou'd not then be set up in Palestine proper,

% TAnd made him king.'" gradually ex-
tending his nominal eway over “the Arhu-
ties,”" members of the tribe of Asher in Ihe1
nerthwestern part of Gulilee, ““Jearsel. ™ in
the southern part, “"Ephraim.” in the moun.
tains south of Galilee, and “'Benjamin ' st 1]
further south en the borders of Judah Al
inrael " Uish-bosheth's  dominions welw
pradually extended unti) they included all
the vountry which afterwards furmed 1he
hingdom of Isracl s distingulshed from that
ol Judah. " ~Caabridge Bibie

1o “ish-bisheth * +

o Y reigned 1w

The duration of Isk-bosheth's vign

I probably rechomed from the Vme when
Ablier susvended in enlabliskhing his guthigy
W ever all lsrasl. Pive yoars and & halt
were weanpled with the e conguest ! the
land frem the  Philistines. and  1he e ...'
YOAre synchronlee with Ihe lewt 1no |'.
| Bavid's reign st Mebivn
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||‘un the Ningdewms whish i tvarnd "
Abiuer regained control sver ol b TR 3
[ Thin man wholly defunsive on Dy id s . o
whivh was bath Pighl aud wise L1 -lq;‘l..!
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:n-.u-l Bave meade wnity bteesn (he e e .
Bl but waited W Wy were 1eady ’
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HAM'S HONNS,
|

|  CGod never makes sny small
| menls

| An smply hea
| ge well tugeiher
' We can only vount upan Ued's hel
when wo are dolng his wurk .

; The man wha Meps on by brothers

L rlghis has Cod analnst him

appelut. s

A and & Fatiling 'engue

The less we have Ihe Mure we give
L)

When we give av we should

| The hypaorite in polities san diibite
..1-- GUBL The hypecrite ia the chureh.




