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TALMAGE'S SERMON.

'&’ “T1iE OPENING WINTER" THIS

WEBEK'S SBUBJECT.

Text Bolocted from Titus 5118, “1I Flave
Detarmined There to Winter' —Temp-
tations of the Senson Ksplained I»
Hiequent Words.

p ASHINGTON, D
C., Dec.8, 1895.—To-
day Dr. Talmage
chose as the subject
of his sermon "The
Opening Winter,"
Although the eold
comes earller or
Inter, mocording to
the Iatitude, this
sermon is sooner or
Iater as appropriate
sverywhere as it Is in Washington. The
text selected will be found in Titus B:
12, "1 have determined there to winter.”

Paul was not independent of the sea-
sons, He sent for his overcoat to Troas
en & memorable occasion. And mow In
the text he is making arrangements for
the approachig cold weather, and makes
an appointment with Titus to meet him
at Necopolis, saying: "1 have deter-
mined there to winter,” Well this Is
the eighth day of December and the
second Babbath of winter, We have
had & few shrill, sharp blasts already,
forerunners of whole regiments of
sterms and tempests. No one here neads
to be told that we are In the opening
gates of the winter. This season is not
only a test of one's physical endurance,
but In our great cities is a test of moral
character. A vast number of people
bave by one winter of dissipation been
destroyed, and forever. Beated In our
homes on some stormy night, the winds
l?'lllu outside, we imagine the ship-
ping helplessly driven on the coast, but
any winter night, If our ears were good
enough, we could hear the erash of a
thousand moral shipwrecks, There are
many people who came to the cities on
the first of September who will be blast-
ed by the first of March, At this season
of the year temptations are especlally
rampant, Now that the long winter
evenings have come, there are many
who will employ them in high pur-
suits, in intelllgent soclalities, in Chris-
tian work, in the strengthening and en-
nobling of moral character, and this
winter to many of you willbethe bright-
est and the best of all your lives, and in
anticipation I congratulate you., But
to others It may not have such effect,
and I ebarge you, my beloved, look out
where you spend your winter nights,

In the first place, I bhave to remark
that at this season of the year evil al-
lurements are especially busy. There
is not very much temptation for a man
to plunge in on a hot night amid blaz-
ing gaslights, and to breathe the fetid
air of an assemblage, but In the cold
nights Satan gathers a great harvest.
At such times the casinos are in full
blast. At such time, the grogshops in
one night make more than in four or
five nights in summer. At such times
the play-bills of low places of enter-
tsinment seem especially attractive,
and the acting is especlally impresslve,
and the applause especially bewlitching.
Many & man who has kept right all the
rest of the year will be capsized now,
and though last autumn he came from
the country and there was lustre in the
eye and there were roses in the cheek
and elasticity in the step, by the time
the spring hour has come you wili pass
him in the street and say to your friend:
“What's the matter with that man?
How differently he looks from what he
looked last September.” 8laln of one
winter's dissipation. At this time of
the year there are many entertain-
ments. If we rightly employ them, and
they are of the right kind, they enlarge
our gocialities, allow us to make Impor-
tant acquaintance, build us up In our
morals, and help us in a thousand ways,
1 ean scarcely think of anything better
than good neighborhood, But there are
those entertalnments from which others
will come besolled in character., There
are those who by the springtime will
be broken down in health, and though
at the opening of the season thelr pros-
pects were bright, at the close of the
ponson they will be in the hands of the
doctors, or sleeping In the cemetery.
The certificate of death will be made
out, and the physiclan, to save the feel-
ings of the ramily, will call the disease
by a Latin name, But the doctor knows
and everybody else knows, they died
of Yoo many levees, Away with all
these wine-drinking convivialitlos
How dare you, the father of a family,
tempt the appetites of the young peo-
ple? Perbaps at the entertalnment, to
save Lhe feelings of the minister or
some other weak temperance man, you
leave the decanter in a side room, and
ouly a few people are invited there 1o
partake; but It ln easy enough to know
when you come out, by the glare of your
eye aud the stench of youy breath, that
you have been serving the devil,

The winter season |8 especially full
#of temptation, because of the long even-
tngs nllowing such full swing for evil
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and the temptatlons shall be mighty fn
dull times such we have had, but which,
I belleve, are gone; for I hear all over
the land the prophecy of great pros-
perity, and the rallroad men and the
marchants, they all tell me of the days
of prosperity they think are coming,
and In many departmentis they have
alrsady come, and they are golng to
come in all departments; but those dull
times through which we have passed
bave destroyed a great many men. The
question of a livellhood is with a vast
multitude thes great question. There
are young men who expected before
this to set up their housshold, but they
have been disappointed In the galins
they have made, They cannot support
themselves, how cam they support
others? and, (o the curse of modern

society, the theory Is abroad that &
man must not marry until he has
achieved a foriune, when the twain

ough' to start at the foor of the RLill
and wgether climb to the top. That is
the old-fashioned way, and that will
bs the new-fashloned way If socloty Is
ever redeemed, But during the hard
times, the dull times, 50 many men were
discouraged, so many men had nothing
to do—they could get nothing to do—
a pirats hore down on the ship when
the salls were down and the vessel was
making no headway. People say they
want mors time to think, The troubls
{s, too many people have too much time

bad their minds diverted, many of them
would long before this have been within
the four walls of an insane asylum,
These long winter evenings, be careful
where you spend them. This wintsr
will decide the temporal and eternal
destiny of hundreds of men In this
audience,

Then, the winter has especial tampta-
tions in the fact that many homes are
pecullarly unattractive at this season,
In the summer months the young man
can sit out on the steps, or he can have
& bouguet in the vase on the mantsl,
or, the evenings belng so short, soon
after gas-1ight he wants to retire any-
how, But thers are many parents who
do not understand how to make the
long winter evenings attractive to thelr
children, It is amazing to me that so
many old peopls do not understand
young people, To hear wome of these
parents talk you would think they had
never themselves been young, and had
been born with spectacles on. Oh, it Is
dolorous for young people to sit in the
house from 7 to 11 o'clock at night, and
to hear parents groan aboutl thelr all-
ments and the nothingness of this
world, The nothingness of this world!
How dare you talk such blasphemy? It
took God six days to make this world,
and he has allowed It six thousand years
to hang upon his holy heart, and this
world has shone on you and blessed
you and caressed you for these fifty or
seventy years and yet you dare talk
about the nothingness of this world,
Why, it is & magnificent world. I do
not belleve in the whole universe there
is a world equal to It, except it be
heaven. You cannot expect your chil-
dren to stay in the house these long
winter evenings to hear you denounce
this star-lighted, sun-warmed, shower-
baptized, flower-strewn, angel-watched
God-inhabited planet,

Oh! make your home bright. Bring
in the violin or the picture. It does not
require a great salary or a big house, or
chased sllver, or gorgeous upholstery to
make & home happy. All that s wanted
{8 & father's heart, a mother's heart, in
sympathy with the young folks. I have
known & man with seven hundred dol-
lars salary, and he had no other In-
come, but he had a home 8o bright and
happy, that, though the sons have gone
out and won large fortunes, and the
daughters have gone out Into splendid
spheres, and become princesses of so-
clety, they can never think of that early
home without tears of emotion, It was
to them the vestibule of heaven, and all
thelr mansions now, and all their pal-
aces now, cannot make them forget that
early place, Make your homes happy.

Alas! that old people s0 much misun-
derstand young folks! There was a
great Bunday-school anniversary, and
there were thousands of children pres-
ent; indeed, all the Sunday-schools of
the town were n the bull lnr;. and It
was very uproarious and full of disturb-

oceasion came forward, and In a very
loud tone shouted, “Shence!” and the
more nolse the prealding officer made,
the more nolse the children made, SBope
one else rose on the platform and came
forward, and with more stentorian
volee shouted, "Sllence'' and the up-
roar rose to greater helght, and it did
geem as If there would be almost a riot
and the police have to be called in,
when old Doctor Beaman, his halr
white as the driven snow, said: “Let
me try my hand.*
with & slow s'ep to the front of the plat-
form, and when the children saw the
venerable man and the white hair, they
thought they would hush vn that in-
stant, and hear what the old man had

oL 1o be as old as | am | will he as still

indulgences. You cau searcely expect
& YOURR man o go inte his room and
sit there from seven te eleven o'clock
in the evening reading Motley's “Duteh
Republie,” or John Foster's essays. It
would be a very beautiful 'hing for Lim
to do, but he will pot de It The most
of our young men are busy o offess,
in factories, In banking houses, In
etares, in shopa
comes they want the freah air, and they
wiput slght-seelng. and they must bave

1o, they will have It, and they ought to |

have It Most of the men here assem-
bied will have three or four evecings of
lelaure on the the winter nighia. Al
ter tea, the man puts on his hat and
foal, And e gosa oul, One form of
allurement says, “Come In here ™ My
A says "It is best for you 1o go lag you
Ukt nat 9 be s gresn . by thia Wme |
o pugal 1o bave seen everything”

and when evening l
] while hundreds are ftalling

I“ A mouse.” There was not another
{ Whisper thal afternoon. He was us
lnurh & boy as any of them. Oh, in
!

ance, and the presiding officer on the |

to think, and If onr merchants had not |

o say., He sald: “"Boys, 1 want to |
make a bargaln with you, If you will |
be still now, while | speak, when you |

these approaching holidays, ot us turn |

back our natures to what they were
| yours ago, and be boys agaln and girls
| Again, and make all our homes happy
I Oh, what & beautiful thing it is o
e A youns was sianding ap amid
| these lomptations of eity Hife Incarrupt
I wili Wil
your histor) You will move in
apeciable clreles Al your days, and
some day o friend of your father will
Weal you aml  say Goad  warning
B0 10 s Yol You e 1o e pros
pering, you look ke your father for all
the warkd) | thought you would tars oul

wellvwh | sosd b hald you o W)
Euvw, U yeu ever want any help or |
any advioe, come s me, as long as |
ielismber your father 1N resmamber

histery of hundreds of thess young
men. How do I know 11?7 1 know it by
the way you start, But here's & young
man who takes the opposite route;
volees of ain eharm him awa: He
reads bad books, mingles In bad .oclaty,
The glow has gone from his cheek and
the sparkle from his eye, and Lhe purity
from his soul, Down he goes, little by
littla, The peopla who saw him when
he cama to town while yet hoverad over
his head the blessing of a poor mother's
praysr and there wasg on his lips the
dew of a purs sister's kiss, now, as they
#0e him pass, ery: “What an awful
wraok!” Cheek bruilsed in grogshop
fight, KEye bleared with dissipation,
Lip swollen with indulgences. He care-
ful what you say to him; for a trifie he
would take your life. Lower down, low-
er down, until, outeast of God and man,
he lles In the asylum, & blotch of loath-
someness and paln. Ons momant he
calls for God and then he calls for rum.
He prays, he curses, he laughs as a
flend laughs, then bites his nalls Into
the quick, then puts his hands through
the halr hanging around his head like
the mane of a wild beast, then shivers
until the cot shakes, with unutterable
terror, then with his fists fights back
the devils, or clutelies for serpents that
seem to wind around him thelr awful
folds, then asks for water which (s In-
stantly consumed on his cracked lips.
fome morning the surgeon going his
rounds will ind him dead. Do not try
to comb out or brush back the matted
locks. Btralghten out the limbs, wrap
him in a sheet, put him In a box, and
let two men carry him down to the
wagon at the door. With a plece of
chulk write on top of the box the name
of the destroyer and the destroyed.
Who Is 1t? It is you, oh man, if, yleld-
ing to the temptations of a dissipated
life, you go out and perish, There Is &
way that seemeth bright and fair and
beautiful to n man, but the end thereof
{n death. Employ thess long nighte of
Decomber, January and February in |
high pursults, in Intelligent sociallties, |
in Inpocent amusements, in Christian
work. Do not waste this winter, for
soon you will have seen your last snow
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you. Good morning.” That will be m] F‘ li “

shower, and have gone up Into the com-
panlonship of Him whose raiment s |
white as snow, whiter than any fuller
on earth eould whiten it. For all Chris- ‘
tian hearts the winter nights of earth
will end in the June morning of heaven, |
The river of life from under the throne
never freezes over, The follage of life's
fair tree is never frost-bitten, The fes-
tivities, the hilarities, the family grost-
ings ef earthly Christmas times will
give way to larger reunion and bright-
er lights and sweeter garlands and
mightier joy In the great holiday of
heaven,

Post-Mortem Generosity.

We lead miserly or selfish lives,
thinking to redesm ourselves by a post-
mortem generosity; only relleving dis-
tress when our effects can be of no fur- |
ther use to us, We go Into mournln‘i
and give away our gay apparel because
it will become old-fashioned by the
time we emerge from our somber garb,
We give away what we are done with,
We do this and pat ourselves for our
generosity. Too many of us are like
the child with her cake, we only give
when we have had enough ourselves.
After the donation to the poor fund has
been made, we yet have more lhllll
enough for our comfort. Just as bright |
a blaze to warm by, and just as soft 8 |
pillow to lle upon—and what it sweeter |
still, the praise of friends ringing lai
our ears, A vase of American beauties,
at $6 a dozen, may be an Innocent in- |
dulgence; but if your neighbor throws
herself from a fourth-story window to |
escape the pangs of starvation your
flowers condemn you. The spirit of the
law exacts self-abnegation—self-abne-
gation with no perquisites save that of
an approving conscience, Without this, |
the gift 18 a one-slded benefit. If &
washerwoman's feet are kept warm and
dry, what does it signify who gave her
the shoes? If the gift came from an |
egotist, the most important fact to him
in the case is the giver

Baxter, it 18 sald, kept the manus
seript of the “Saint's Everlasting Rest"
in his hands for thirteen years, revising
and condensing.

Bryant is sald to have written “Than.
atopsis” In n week. The work of trans-
lating Homer consumed four or five of
his hest years.

Hazlitt, after the necessary work of
preparation had been concluded, wrote
one lecture a week of the series “Leos
tures on Authors."”

Fielding 18 sald to have written “Tom
Jones" in three months, The work was

| written as a satire on one of Richard-
S0 he came forward |

son's novels.

Montgomery, the famous hymn writs
er, required but a slugle afterncon to
prepare one of his magnificent para-
phrases of the psalms.

Hannah More is sald to have written
one of her essays on “Female Bduoa.
tlon” in two weeks. She did net spend
much time in revislon,

Macauley, from the Ineeption of the
plan to the time whean the work was cut
whort, apent elght or nine yoars on hia
“Mistory of England ™

Wordsworth would wrile one or (we
sonnels every day, When engaged on
“The Bxcursion” he produced trom 16
10 200 lines & day

OUNUES OF PREVENTION.
Wear a olean apron while lroning &
bedwmaking
o elean bhambos Mraliyre we §
brush dipped in sall water

The eyes should ba  bathed every

pight In cold water just belery relln
ina and they will do botler work e
fellowing day

Whea very tired lie an the back, abk

wascle 1@ relan, lelling
way ey willh, aad

wing svery
e hands go ans

" eep the ayes dluand

AND GARDEN.

MATTERS OF INTEREST TO
AGRICULTURISTS.

Bome Up-to-Date Mints Ahont Coltivae-
thon of the Soll and Yields Thersof—
Hortieultars, Yitlcultare and Filorls
culture,

W HETHER manure
W/ should be ferment-
J/ ed, that is, piled up

in n heap and al-
lowed to heat, in
the menn while
belng turned and
kept moist enough
to prevent a vo-
latilization of am-
monia, has been
one of long con-
troversy, FExperiments by Professor

Voalker of the Hoyal Agricul-

tural soclety of Eogland, and - of

others, have shown that the fer-

mentation of manure, when properly
conducted, results in its decomposition,
and under proper conditions does not
Involve loss of ammonia, although car-
bonle acid, or a part of the organle
matter, Is lost. The material thus lost
has a relation to the physical condition
of solls and the decomposition & rela-
tion to the warmth of the soll and a
relation to the chemical reactions iIn
the minerals of the soll, The question,
then, Is whether this loss I8 compen-
siated by a slightly more soluble man-
ure ut the time of its application,

On sandy molls this loss of organic
matier, It would appear, In a serious
matter, for it Is already deficient in it
and the water-holding capacity that it
brings to the soll Is of value to It
In wolls already overrich In organic
matter and inclined to retaln molsture
too much -and these are solls where
decomposition I8 likely to be slight
another question will be presented,
Agaln, fermentation, unless ecarefully
conductad, will result In loss of the
nitrogen or ammonia of manure, It
may be sald that gardeners who seek
to produce very early crops generally
advoecate the fermentation of manure,
because It will give them an earller
start, through its greater amount of
avallable nutritive or soluble materials
and because the manure can be spread
much more evenly and be commingled
with the soll very much more thorough-
ly.

—

Chineh Bugs in Oklah oma,

At the Oklahoma Experiment Btation
Farm, at Stillwater, as well as in many
other parts of the territory, chinch
bugs were nearly or quite as injurious
to crops In the summer and fall as was
the dry weather, Experiments at the
Statlon and throughout the territory as
well as In different states, in causing
the destruction of the chinch bugs by
the Introduction of disease among them,
were generally unsuccessful. The con-
ditlons under which the disease rapldly
spreads are pot fully known, but It is
evident that dry weather is unfavorable
to such spread, With present knowledge
it is unwise to rely on the introduction
of disease ag an effective method of de-
stroying these lestructive Insects, It
has been proved entirely possible to
prevent the passage of the insects from
oné fleld to another, except at the pair-
ing season, when they fly freely, by a
system of barriers and traps, Furrows
with steep sldes of finely pulverized
earth, or lines of coal tar on a well
smoothed surface, have been found en-
tirely effective. The Insects will collect
in holes In the furrows or at the side
of the coal tar line in vast numbers and
be destroyed by hot water or a kerosene
mixture. Something can be done to
make the passage of the insects difficult
by keeping the corn, sorghum and sim-
flar crops as distant as may be from
the smaller grain and millet crops,

Green Manuring.—A report from the
New Jersey Station glves the plan of
an experiment for the improvement ol
light lands by tne use of crimson clover
and cow peag and a statement regard-

! ing the method of cultivating cow peas

on a larger scale in New Jersey, Cow
peas, following erimson clover, ylelded
at the rate of 14,400 pounds of green
material per acre. The vines con-
tained 2,298.1 pounds of organic dry
matter, 70,6 pounds of nitrogen, 17.3
pounds of phosphorie acid and 504
pounds of potash. The roots on one
acre welghed only 1,080 pounds, and
contained 285.2 pounds of organle dry
matter, 4.2 pounds of nitrogen, 1.5
pounds of phosphoric acid and 4.4
pounds of potash per acre. The roots
and vines grown on an acre contalned a
total of 4.8 pounds of nitrogen, 158
pounds of phosphoric acld and B4.8
pounds of potash. The nitrogen in the
vines Is equivalent to that contalned in
447% pounds of nitrate of soda and s
valued at about §11,

Propagating Raspbervies.— The prop
er WAy 1o propagate the black cap rasp-
berry I8 by sticking the long, snake-
Hke tips in the soll and growing a new
plant from these, If the soll has been
well oultivated and the plant s very
vigorous a plant ean be made not anly
from the tip of the maln stem, but from
most of the hranches. Ho soon as the)
are well rooted the ngw plants should
be separated from the old stem, The
wind blowing the bush loesens he
branches where they are rosied In Lhe
soll and wproois them. This Is pretty
sure 16 happen if the plant s left with
thests Rumerous roated tips In the
ground over winter Freealng and
thawing s hard snaugh on any new

plank, but Is eapes Lally s o ohe al
tached 10 anoibher above W and con
stantly pulling 1t upward.  As Lthe sall
b oasetied when thawed, up Bles the
sl with s rosded Uip, and & short
17 s st ing svoshine destrars s
\ iy .:l

When washing soyibhing that has &

vt 1o Blued water
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| ing the animals whose characteristices

The Eronomical Cow.

An all suecessful breeders reallze, the !. THE SUSDAY %HOOL.

| time |8 past when we can wholly rely

upon the pedigres as a guide in select-
we wish to perpetuate In our flocks or
herds, Not that the law of heredity iIs |
any less true than formerly, but be-
cause we are coming to appreciate that |
an animal parent is more likely u:'l
transmit {ts own characteristics rath- |
er than those of some ancestors. Bo,
instead of studying the pedigree and
the pedigree only, the breeder of today |
will study In its connection the individ-
uality, the type and general conforma- \
tion of the animal with special refar-
ence to thelr economy of production, l
appreciating the fact that more and
more will the “cost of production” be |
the standpoint from which all animals
kept for production be judged. Apply- |
ing this prineiple to dalry cattle, the |
question is ralsed, What sort of & cow |
is the most economical and llwratural
the best cow? That cow is the moot.l
l

profitable which will produce a pound of
butter fat the most economically, and
although It Is conceded that there i
more difference in the individuals of
the same breeds than there is in the dif-
ferent breeds, that breed which con-
talns the greatest proportion of most
economical cows In the best breed,

In order for a cow to produce a pound
of butter fat economjcally (which
should be the standard by which all
dalry cows should be judged), she must
be able to consume & large amount of
coarse fodder, which, of necensity, will

always be grown In large quan-
titles by every farmer and dalry- |
man. All of these coarse foods

coniain the same ingredients found in
the grains and concentrated by-prod-
ucts, but not In the same proportion,
and for this reason a cow Is obliged to |
eat 60 pounds of corn stalks to get the
amount of nutriment which she would |
obtain from a few pounds of corn meal
and bran for example. Hence it fol-
lows that if an apimal ean consume
enough roughage, whose intrinsic val- |
ue Is a very few cents, and get from It |
the snme amount of digestive nutrients '
that would be obtained in eight pounds
of highly concentrated food which is
intrinsically worth that many cents or
more, she will be, by far, more profita- |
ble than one whose limited capacity
will allow her to take but & few pounds
of roughage and the main part of whose
ration must be highly concentrated and
expensive,

Considering the general type of the
Holstein breed, is it too much to say
that as a breed it contalns a greater
proportion of cows capable, on ac-
count of thelr large storage capacities,
of making butter cheaper than any oth-
er breed? I was very much interested
In looking over the results obtained at
the Minnesota Experiment SBtation from
a bord of 23 cows composed of nearly
all breeds and thelr grades, to find that
in a year's trial the cow that produced
the most bulier was & high-grade Hol-
stein and that the next greatest amount
was produced by a registered Holsteln,
the two making 494 and 453 pounds re-
spectively, at an average cost per !
pound of 8.06 cents and 9.06 cents. Of
course it is unfair to draw any conclu-
glons from so few figures, but they cer-
tainly serve to Indicate that the large,
roomy Holsteln, properly handled, has
before her a future as a large and
economical butter producer.—~H. Hay-
ward In Journal of Agriculture,

Smutty Corn and Nteers. f
There I8 scarcely a year that there
is not more or less smutty corn, We
would be pleased to have the views and
experience of feeders on this subject in
the Farmers' Review. Having fed
thousands of steers In twenty-five years '
guccessfully, without losing a steer
from this emut; we tasted it to know its
flavor; not using narcotles, or spirits,
we found It had the flavor of cornmeal,
drv eround, Hence we stacked the en-
tire season’s crop and let it sweat. We
feared spontaneous combustion, but the
wind ehanged daily, and cooled the
stack to the windward, and thus pre-
vented spontaneous combustion.
Stacks, one rod wide at the base, two
rods long, ten feet high, setting stover
at an angle of forty-five degrees, like
a roof, built at one-half pitch, It saved
dry, sweet and clean, Last season we
fed no husked corn in the ear, with very
lttle hay, thus reducing cogt, buying no
ear corn. The average sieer's wajght
was less tiian in other years. The pro-
fit equal, or nearly so, because no ear
corn was bought, They were fully ma-
ture, fine, fat and fleshy.
Richard Baker, Jr,

High-Headed Orchards.—Every year
a great deal of frult is lost by heavy
winds blowing it from the trees, This is
before It has attained full sige, ‘This I8
partly due to the fact thal trees are
generally headed too high, a rello of
times when the high-branched tree was
cut up until & team could walk under it
to plow and cultivate, If the orchard s
headed low there will be little growth
under ita branch, which when loaded
with frult will frequently be bent down
until they touch the earth, The fruit
on low treos is easily gathered from the
ground or with a shory step ladder. It
there were no other rveason for low
heads In trees this of ease In gathering
the frult would be suficient to make It
always advisable, No  kind of stock
should be allowed in  orchards except
plgs. Cattle and horses will eat both
jeaves, frult and bhranches as high as
they can reach, and o got the fralt oul
of the way of belng euten by stook
seoma 0 be the reason fur the high
pruning and heading of many ald or
chapds ~ Ameriloan ¢ ultivator

1s Gelden Hed Volsonous® -Iw ¢ F
Aeotl, Wiscansin's state velerinarian

siaten Lhat the getden vod, which has

| poon suggested sa our national Boral

| Morses VU5

smblem, 14 reapansible for the death of
hundreds of horses 0 e wmining
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LESSON XII, DECEMBER 23—
THE BIRTH OF CHRIST,

Golden Text: Behold 1 MWring You Goed
Tidings of Great Joy—~Luke, 3880~
The Need of n Hedoomer for Mane
kind.

NTRODUCTORTY &
The moral state of
the world was then
and is now a proof of
the need of a Haviour
from sin. The moral
condition of the Ro-
man KEmpire, amid
the glory of ita mill-
tary wchievements
that made Rome the
mistress of the world;
In the height of its In~
tollectunl supremascy,
producing works
which have alded the
education or the world for sightesn con~
turies, and are still & part of the training of
evory educated person in Christendom; un«
Aor the power of & law which is stil]l the basis
of civilizea logislation; amid the triumphs of
wenlth and Juxury,—Is porirayed in the terri-
ble indlotment of Homans 1:31-83, which the
rontemporary literature of the day fully com~
temporary literature of the day fully eom-
firmin, as do the startling revelations from the
ruins of Pompell,

IV, Jesus Camas at the Best Time There
has been no other time in the history of the

| world so perfectly adapted for the begianing

of the Kingdom and the spreading of the
news of salvation throughout the earth a8
that In which in Christ was born. (1) It was
after the Jews bad received all that they
would about God's kingdom, but befors the
breaking up and scattering of the naton by
the fall of their capital and the templs. )
There were many lands, but nearly sll the
world was subject 1o the one government st
Rome, so that the preachers of the gospel
enuld travel in wafety, and be protecied (B
Homan roads made for their
legions were a highway for the gospel, sod
the Roman soldlers wers & guard for ite
preschars. () The world was st peace, for
almost the only time, so that the gospel could
have free course. (4) The Greek Iangusge,
the most perfect medium of human spesch,
wan wpoken everywhere with the native lan-
gunges, wo that the gospel could be heard and
read by all. The conquests of Al der,

| which diffused the Greek languege, the Greek
| civilization, and (reek learning throughout

the FKast, wore & marvellous providential
preparation for the gospel,

V. Jesus Came in the Hest Way.—Ve, §-20.

Place, He was born at Bethlehem, the ety
of David, his royal ancesior. Time, He was
born sbout December, B, ¢, & His Father
wan God, His mother was Mary, & descend-
ant of David., His birth was at an jun, and he
was lald In & manger. His clrevmstances were
of humble life and honest tol), that he might
be the friend of all men, but especially of the
poor and suffering.

K. And thers were In the same eountry
shepherds abiding in the fleld, keoping watch
over their flock by night.

9. And, Jo, the angel of the Lord came
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them, and they were sore afraid.

1. And the angel sald unto them, Fear
not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of
groat joy, which shall be to all zﬂﬂ&

1. For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a #aviour, which is Christ the Lord.

12. And this shall be & slgn unto you; Ye
shall find the babe wrapped In swaddling
clothes, lying In & manger.

12, And suddenly there was with the angel
u multitude of the heavenly host praising God
and saying,

4. Glory Lo 1 in the highest, and on
earth peace, go. will toward men.

16. And it came to pass, as the angels wers
gone away from them Into heaven, the

| shepherds #ald one to another, Let us now go

even unto Bethlebem, and see this thing
which Is come to pass, which the Lord hath
made known unto us,

10, And they came with haste, and found
Mary and Joweph, and the babe lying in &
IMAnger.

17, And when they had seen it, they made
known abroad the saying which was told them
concerning this child,

1%, And all they that heard it wondered at
thowe things which wers told them by the
shepherds,

19, But Mary kept all these things, and
pondered them in her heart.

20. And the shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all the things that they
had beard and seen, as it was told unto them.

Praising God for the Gift of His Hon.—20.
To thelr duty as
shepherds, but with a new life and bless-
ing in their dally work. Feeding sheep
could never again be commonplace toll to
them. After our holiest communion with
God, our views from the Pisgahs of life, our
insight into the word and heaven on the
mounts of transfiguration we must return
to our dally duties, but with a new lite in
them, a new blessing on them. Glorifying
expresses the feeling of the greatness of the
work. Pralsing refers to the goodness dis-
played in it.

Romance of a Watoh.

A Westboro man has a watch which
has quite a romance attached to it. It
belonged to Capt. Danlel Chamberland
of that town, who ecarried it to the
Sandwich islands in 1819, he being &
member of the ploneer misslonary
band. While lying in the harbor at

' Honolulu, Mr. Chamberland accidently

dropped the timeplece overboard Into
the deep but clear water. It could be
seen upon the bottom, and the natives,
who were expert divers and swimmers,

I were ealled upon to ald In its recovery.

After repeated efforts one Kanaka got
it, but he had been so long under water

| that blood gushed from his ears and
' nose when he came up, and he died the
' next day. Mr. Chamberland, who kept

a journal, made & long note of the al-
fair, thereln remarking: "It Is to be
yegretted that this poor soul should
have been snatched away Just s the
gospel was about lo be preached to

him."

Not & More Clerk.

Wealthy  Parent—What!  Engaged
yourself to young Tapester? Outrage-
ous! The idea of & Van Juneberry mar-
rying a mere store-clerk!

Daughter  But he lsn't & store-clerk
pow, paps. He s & gentleman of
lvlsure.

“RBh

“Yeu: he's boen discharged.”

- 3
CURIOUS FAOTS,

The Japaness weihod of laoquering @
satd 10 be &l loast 3000 years ald. Pieces
wade ten cenluries age are still exs
hibited

The aulthorities have prohibited Lhe
uee of Borie avid as o Weal preservative
1t ie sald b0 be uaed largely by butohers
and Bah dealers

A ymar abd Laby ivveutly died livm
wieatine poiseiing 1 had & pipe @
play with for & shorl Uime and must
Bave pul i in s maslh.
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