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Tue PAaTeNt GATE

“So you've taken down
your patent gate, Silus?” ob-
served Aunt Martha, as the
wagon stopped at the lane,
and Silas alighted 1o open
the way., “Was'ntil good?”

“Yeu Well—nuddiin’,”
paid Silas, answering thetwo
questions together, *'['was
*real handy when ‘twould
work, but ‘twasn't reliable
about workin'. If you come
at it right and bit the spring
just proper, ‘twould swing
wide open, and was a fine
thing. Bat if you happened
to strike it wrong, ‘twas a
pood deal worse'n no iuprov-
ments: ‘twould git sotwisted
up ‘twouldn’t open like a pat-
ent gate, nor a comion oL,
ueither., 1 could manaie it
pretty well myseli, but |1

couldn't be always outside to |

explain to other folks, and |
thought if they had to elimb
out of their rigs to read a
giring of directions they
uight aswell open a gate, S¢
1 took it out.

“The man that sold it to
me gaid ‘twas almost human

in workin's, and I don't know |

but he wag right, for I'vereen’

lhiumans that work just that'

way. Strike 'em exactly the
right fashon, hit the proper
mood o the middle, sv to
speak, and they're as good:
natured and and open-handed
as you'd want; but happen to
hit ‘em the wroug way, and
all the inside springs tangle
up, and you're barred out
Tisn't what I'd calla first
class aiticle in either gates or
folks."—Forward.
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