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take up my time," growled Barnes; then,
settling back in his chair, with aa air of
resignation, "Well, tell him to come in."
The visitor tripped in gayly, as if bent
on a pleasure mission.
He was rather
overdressed and wore a gardenia in his
lapel. His face was smiling, but Barnes
in an
frowned that down.
"You have some information be brief.
Sit down." motioning toward a chair. The
visitor dropped into the seat.
"Inspector Barnes, I believe you are
aware that a man known under the sobriquet of Will o' the Wisp recently escaped, with others, from the Auburn
prison."
Barnes nodded stiffly.
"I have reason to know that he is still
in this city. That he arrived here a few
days ago."
"Are you sure of that?" eying his visitor keenly. "Our men have been looking
for him, but I had no news of his whereabouts."
"Well, you see an amateur sometimes
can beat a professional."
"But how do you know you have seen
the man do yon know him personally?"
"Well, hardly, not being in the habit
of associating with such people," with a
laugh.
"Explain yourself."
"I need not go into details in fact, I
prefer not to. This man, it happens,
called on us some time ago. He holds
a paper a document, which, if made
public, would do a great injury to our
Now, he could only have got
family.
r
hold of this paper through a
one Martin Frale to whom it was
confided many years ago."
"I see. Frale wag the man who was
killed when a crowd of .them escaped
from Auburn," and the chief examined
a paper which he drew from one of the
pigeon holes above his desk. "This Frale
and Will, it seems, had struck up a great
frieudship in prison. Frale. I learn, saved his life from the assault of another
man when they were working in tbe shoe
shop. Since that time they were like
brothers.
It's rather a pity that this
rrale was shot; because, you see, he had
but a short time more to serve, if he had
not attempted to escape." He replaced
the paper in his desk, and looked to his
visitor as if waiting for him to speak.
"By the way, you have not told me
your name," as the other maintained silence.
"To be sure, I forgot that. Of course,
I don't want to appear conspicuously in
fellow-prisone-

the matter."

"You need not."
"My name is Frank Ellison."
"And you think that iierbaps this escaped prisoner may be the land of these
recent robberies. The snpiMtsition is not
a bad one, for when he was at larae he
conducted some pretty clever jobs."
He took a memorandum pad from his
desk, and dipped bis pen into the ink. at
the same time assuming an attitude of at
tention.
"Now, then, where is this place where
our man can be found?"
"There are reasons why I cannot tell
you as yet." said Ellison.
The chief dropped his pen on the desk
angrily.
"Did you come here to have fun with
the department?"
"Nothing of tbe kind." And the visitor looked anxiously toward the door.
"Then explain yourself, and brlcSy."
"I must arrange a meeting with this
man if I can."
"What for?" snapped Barnes.
"It must be part of our bargain. I first
of all wish to secure possession of this
document. It would injure n if this fallow should be arrested and that paper ill
his hands. He would make it public, and
that would be a poor reward for what I
intend to do."
Barnes examined his visitor from head
to foot carefully.
For all the flippant,
foppish air of the man, he felt when he
looked into his eyes that he was far
from being the weak character he aic
peared to be. That he was a man of
strong passions and impulses, and not
inclined to be overscrupulous.
"So you want to make a bargain with
the police, eh?"
"You can put It In that light, if you
please," replied Ellison, calmly.
"
"And if we refuse
"Why, then, you will have to find the
roan for yourself, that Is all," and the
other laughed, despite the superintendent's frowning face.
"What is the paper you wish to secure
you can speak to me in perfect confidence," said Barnes.
"I cannot tell you that."
"But if I demand that you tell me,"
for there waa something about the manner of the man before him that roused
his anger, and he was in a bad humor,
anyway, that day.
"My answer would be the same," said
Ellison, and as he said this be rose.
"Where are you going?" demanded tbe
chief.
"Naturally, I was going home, since
we cannot come to an arrangement."
"Who said we could not?" grumbling.
"I merely wanted to find out all I could
about tbe matter.
Well, now, I must
leave you to arrange a meeting with this
fellow," and be made a grimace as if he
did not like to think that the direction
of the capture was to be taken out of bis
bands.
"Yea, I hope to perfect my arrangements so that he can be nabbed in a
couple of days. When everything Is fixed
beyond tbe possibility of failure you shall
bear from me."
"How very kind." The superintendent
waa talking to himself. Then, In a louder voice. "Well, I shall count on you.
How do yon mean to go about It? You
know be la apt to abow a rigorous fight.
Yon will need help."
"I well know tbe desperate nature of
the man from reputation. I shall ask you
to poet your men In the afreet. When I
fire a state! yon can rath in. But tbe
details cm ha arranged later. Now, It

Chinese Conveyance.

Tim nmhor43f. "Overl'ind to China,"
in writing of his approach to Pekln,
gives a graphic account of different
carriages to be seen upon the way.
We begin to meet tinkling files of
donkeys, evidently fresh from town;
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CHAPTER XVI.
On the day following the incident of
the black coune. Superintendent Karnes,
the chief of police, was seated In hi
office, studying a mass of written reports
that lay before him on the desk. Evidently what he read was not to his lik
ing, for his generally smooth forehead
wore a dep frown and now and then he
ottered an exclamation that showed his
anger and disgust.
Inspector Barnes, as he was better
known in the city, looked more like a
prosperous banker than a man who had
pent the principal part of his life in investigating the undercurrents of society.
He did not wear that worn and worried
look we are accustomed to associate with
man who has so much work laid out
for him. He was none the less a capable
officer, and if his smile was "childlike
and bland," he was feared and respected
by the lawless world, and justly so.
Barnes was not in a good humor on
the morning In question, and after he
had finished his reading leaned back in
the big chair and puffed for a moment on
lis black cigar, sending forth such clonds
that he resembled a fat idol surrounded
by incense. His glance fixed on the ceiling, it only changed to look now and then
with a scowl at the pile of papers before him. Suddenly he leaned forward
nd rang the bell sharply at hla elbow.
The folding doors In the center of the
room opened and his personal attendant
Appeared.
"Send Mae here at once!" he said, tnd
lolled back in his chair again, smoking
more rigorously than ever and engaged
in deep thought. The attendant bowed
himself out and a moment later the
chief of detectives entered, and, closing
the door behind him, advanced to the
desk where his superior was seated.
;
He was a Bmall man, looking not unlike an overworked clerk, quick and nerv-m- s
in his movements, with a long pale
face and sharp eyes that almost glared
from beneath bushy eyebrows.
"Want me, Super?" he asked, in a low
Toice.
"Mac" was a man not given to
eloquence or long speeches.
"I am thinking that this department
yours, mine, everybody's, is in a bad
state," said the chief.
"Ah," but the little man's face was
unmoved.
"Jxok at that stack of reports there."
exclaimed the other, pointing to bis
desk. "Mostly made up of the hopeless
attempts to find the fellow who is at the
npat! of most of the robberies that have
tjeen committed in the city during the
past year. And not one of our people
has been able to get even a clew to his
whereabouts. Now, that fellow must be
aanght or the department will stand for
ever disgraced. Never since I have been
connected with the force have we been
confronted with so many failures. Why,
if things go on this way you and I will
have to get out, that's all."
"I'm sure I wish it was different," sighed Mac, shifting nervously from one foot
to the other. "After all, it may not be
the work of one man. You know a thief
a reputation, and then every other
crime of note is set down to bis credit, or
discredit. Just like in y,ur own business.
We often get credit in the papers for
unearthing a criminal, when it may be,
like as not, entirely the work of one of
our men."
Inspector Bnrnes looked at bis companion to see if there was any personal
insinuation intended, but the little man
was busy eying the glass case containing
criminal curiosities.
"Well, if these robberies are not the
work of the same man, why don't you
catch the ones who are guilty?" he said,
In a voice of exasperation.
"I tell you
I still believe there is one behind it all,
for these affairs bear the same stamp.
It is, of course, possible that some one
Whoever
else has copied his methods.
he is, he is a clever man, and we have
not heard of the like since the days of
CJr?e Leonidas Leslie. If I were not
sure that Leslie was very dusty, I should
believe that he had a hand in these matters.
Now, Mac. why don't you catch
him?"
"Why, indeed V with a smile. "Why
don't I capture a rainbow to make ribbons out of it for my wife. I tell you,
Super, we are doing all we can. We
have bad some men who work for him in
hand. but. though industriously pumped,
they know little more about him than we
To call the man a 'shadow' is
do.
wrong, for he never stays as long as a
shadow in one place. But I have an
Ides."
"Yon are fortunate so early in the
morning."
tbla, that the bead of these af"It
fairs la not to be found in the under
world, but higher np. For all we know,
one who passes a a gentleman."
"That I hate thought of myself," said
(he chief, thoughtfully.
"Perhaps we
have bees working in the wrong direction
all alone. Well, I can only urge yon to
do yoor best, or we shall find ourselves
disliked by the press and the public and
la general disrepute."
"I'll try a new tack," and the detective brought bla teeth together with a
"Don't think I haven't worked
map.
bard over this cursed affair. It worries
Me quite as much aa It does yon," bat the
chief did not seem to be listening, was
leaning back in his chair as if half asleep,
and tbe other, seeing bin no preoccupied,
took tbe opportunity to alip out of tbe
room.
The closing of tbe door routed tbe
rhlef from but reverie, for be sat np and
looked around aa If wondering to find
bimaelt alone. Jut then a timid tap
aonnded on tbe door and tbe attendant

thing.
"1 shall be anxious until I hear from
you." said the chief.
"For reasons It is unnecessary to mention I am quite as auxious as you that
the affair should be terminated," and
bowed and left the office.
"The deuce!" he exclaimed when he
found himself in tbe street. "How Barnes
did glare at me at times. I wonder if I
have done well to put my head in the
lion's mouth? Bah! the race is to the
swift!" and with a careless laugh he
weut his wiiy.
(To be continued.)
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"blood
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by
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man.
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money In circulation. Chicago News.,
"Cobbler, sir."
Their Trouble.
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Muggins The trouble with my wife
"No, sir; I've iieeu a cobbler all my
is that she doesn't understand me.
life."
Biiggins The trouble with mine Is "Well, take him In and examine him.
that she does understand me. Phila- That," said Dr. Bell to his class, when
the patient had been taken Into the
delphia Press.
room, "Is a very odd case.
examination
One Agent Kquelched.
Is
a
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man
1 am
The
Great
agent, sir, for the
Agent
American Universal Encyclopedia of army. He knows perfectly well what's
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History, Biography, Art, Science and the trouble with him.
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ped with Chinaman as to suggest the
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Somewhat IHfferent.
He (after buying the ring) Were you
Then a string of creaking wheelbar
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on a single wheel, and it engaged to half a dozen men who really
Jaunting-ca- r
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bdleved they were.
for carrying passengers, farmer and
Neither One,
pig sometimes balancing each other.
one on either side. In tbe early Shang
bai days English Indies are said to
have used them when sedan-chair- s
were not to be had.
Insomnia.
ca se."
The wheelbarrows, employed In the
Physician Overwork, perhaps.
Just then the patient was brought
north principally for goods, are occa
Mr. Joblots I think so. Why, I can't back from tbe examination room.
even go to sleep In church'. Somervllle
sionally to lie seen with a rag of calico
"Well." said Dr. Boll, "did you find
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Journal.
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referred when he wrote
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in
Halting.
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"Did you ever salt sheep?" asked thfl
"Why, yes, sir." the doctor who had
With salles and wind thir canle wag
farmer of the new hired baud who made the examination replied. In great
gons light."
came from Colorado.
surprise. "There were two bullet
"No," replied the n. h. h., "but I've wounds and he had a long scar across
Too Effective.
had considerable experience In salting bis left shoulder."
The German proprietor of a sawmill
mines." Ohio State Journal.
Dr. Hell turned to the patleut.
In a Minnesota town used for fuel the
"This disease you have," he said,
refuse from the lumber. The fuel cost
Why Hhe Worried.
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in India while you
nothing, but It took four men to pro- the
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other
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gal?
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Maggie O Chlminle! I wiiz
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Tbe man hung his head.
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York Journal.
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Same Old Htory.
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load
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of fuel
It looked like a good
bum?' 'asked one tramp of another.
"Yes, sir," faltered the patient.
proposition, says the Duluth
am I ever goin'ter
Rworn to
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Dr.
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ing to be congratulated. But the GerThe Caller You are never naughty,
"Once I was rich and tried to be hapman gave him a gloomy stare.
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Protected by
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seventeen secret societies and knows Indignantly. "You're old trough to be ler I 'low he wuz one uv the best host When tbe oVcebolder loaas bis
grip
my grandfather.
Keep It yourself."
ba does less hajulshsklug.
forty asgbt grasps Judge,
swappers In these here parts.
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