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while ttie tax is heivy on those roada wiiich have a
large earnenfr capacity, it is very light on those which
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2a the articiea arkVAi have rniiaadiatcly preceded
thta, we have fiven tike details of taxea paW3 try the
railaoada af Kebraclra, and the amount uhey .have

aid n tk anral xMantiea of the atate, and it iriTlle
noticed that n the foot-Dot- ea whirti accompany 1Sk
fi(furea-;rvei- , there is a line of compariaona, ahowinf
whatRtteratates have done m regard to the tasativn
of railroada which ran througVtheir commonwealths.
In the m a tter'of taxation, aa in any other buaineaa

matter, the people of Nebraska deaire to, and nat-

urally should keep ia line with what it done in other
states. Ka greater disaster could occur to the state
of Nebraska, thaji it, by action, it should
throw itaeUwt af line rtgairding matters f Caaatiaa
of corporate property ar af any property.

Jt jrtay be a taking airopoaition for a 4ttsagoa;a
to advocate the over taxing- of railroad comfanteaaad
thereby work a hardship against them that would fiat
aitcrne ta other lines af prapeTty within the state, bat
H won Id lee an advertiaeaaent that would pass
through the whole United States, preclaianing that

thept opleof Kebraakaiaid aot intend to be as fair
with capital as ether states af 0e Union. It "woo 14

reproduce here ia Vebtaaka flurt prejudice which teak
Kansas a term of at leaat tea years to dispel.

The comjnrisoas wfcicti we have made in these
foregoing statements rnclude every state m the TJnioa,
with the eaception of Massachusetts. Ja Massacha-sett- a,

New Tfjrk and several other states, laws haw;
bees jmaaed adbiefc work a tiardstrip grnat railroad
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fair, but it weald awt be popular in Nebraska because
all of the taxes charged .against railroad corporations
in Wisconsin are turned into the state treasury and
they aire relieved from paying taxes locally aleng
their lines. In the poorer oaanties of Nebraska, this
would mean practically bankruptcy. In Wisconsin
there is a general movement loakiag towards a
change in the form of taxatisa. After having trieda
fa w something rf the same character as that of Wis-

consin, Michigan ties retained 1m the direct form of
taxation.

This whole subject f the payment af taxes an
the fart of the railroad corporations resohres itself
into a question as to how much af their revenue
should fee diverted to this purpose.

If the taxes were oat of reason, it would place
Nebraska in an unenviable light he fare aU tarvestors.

For political reasons, a few men have made Cbem-aelv- es

prominent by advocating a system of doufcle
taxation of railroad property in the state, but when
the peeeieostce understand what is done, and hew it
ia done, we do net believe (heir efforts win avail.

The railroads of Nebraska, up tot he present time,
have net earned an undue amount on the investment
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state to any extent. In Massachusetts, through A

contract vnadc in the early days between the corpora-- t
ions and the state, and their excise laws, the taxea

see ant af Sine with what ia done in ether states, and
there ia general movement among the business
people oi 4hatate looking ta the oorractlon af this
abuse. '

la Harper's Weekly of February U, 1903, the fol-

lowing ia an extract from am editorial in regard ta
this matter:

"There is a very strong movement in the atate af
Massachusetts for rational corporation laws. The
commonwealth la waking up to the faat that, nnder
Ha present laws, large medcen cofjpemtaaaa eataaat he
ergankwd in the state, anal Maeaachueeta) caayitsl is
seeking; inveaWnant elsewfcemr . Mat only the ooeaoea-tio- u

law U sestrictine aatd warrow, bat the tas: lavas
arc aa sinraasonaMe as wwee ttf New Yafk. Bofh

atatea taa all the property of aeofporatMa srherevor
H laaltuatad, andrhis iedonble Uaatioa.
An effort ia inp mwde in New Tork and will he

wide iu Massachusetts to put an end to this system of
double taxation. There is a feeling abroad that New
Jersey should not remain the refuge of all muMm

roads, aad while during 1900 two of the railroads paid
a fair dividend on the capital invested, very many of
the railroads in the state failed to render any returns
whatever to their owners.

Nebraska has net as yet got the population, nor
the completed system of railroads which wnulu war-

rant this state in imposhsg such obligation on the
corporations which now exist, that would drive tl

future investors in each property from the state.
The figures wkicti hare been given are all from

awUat)le data which can he investigated by any one
ao diapwsrd; the averages par mile teing from the
ajuuat of the Inter-Stat- e Commerce Commission, sod

the details of the business of the different roads are
taken from their wfhcial reports, while the figures
herein Nebraska are taken from tne auditors" of!.ces

f the different railroads.
We will now continue jut mm ir H ir tht

avoperty In the atate. showing v . rumi-iM- t l

Concerning the chanirca In v. Ui- - !., ,,(! $ !.,-- .

and how by these changes, tin- ivi; .; !.,. iivn
obliged carry than their tr. port g;iate shsre
of taxation.
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