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MOUNTAIN OF PACKING BOXES.

A remarkable mountain, composed
entirely of packing boxes, has risen
ahove the surrounding housetops in the
lower West 8ide of New York. [ts ouri-
oug skyline, not unlike that of an Egyp-
tian pyramid, may be seen for a consid-
eriable distance up and down the Hud-
son river and for several blocks.

The mountain is not the result of any
fudden upheaval of the earth. Several
years have been spent In bullding it to
its present dizzy helght. Hundreds of
huge packing boxes are stored here,
and as-the market for these wooden
cages grows brisk or dull the altitude
of this mountain range abruptly chang-
es. The condition of the market can be
read In an instant by a glance at the

&

jagged skyline of the

mountaln,

Like other mountains, this great mass
i subject to devastating avalanches
and landslides, It frequently happens
that in removing a particular stratum
of boxes the very foundations of the
mountain are weakened, and from so

packing-box

hoxes, with deafening roar, rushes
down, gatherlng Inereaged momentum
as it proceeds, finally 1o spread (tself
facroes one of the hounding streets,
The packing-hox mountaln “attracts
many would-he mountaln c¢limbers.
The fascinating and dangerous pastime
of =tallng mountain peaks, which has
ledd 0 many to thelr deaths, exerts a

slight a beginning a huge avalanche of |

strong influence, especially over the
boys of the neighborhood. The practice
s, rightly enoungh, discouraged by the
ownere of the mountain and by the po-
lice.

It frequently happens. however, that
exploring expeditlons of small boys
elude the vigilance of those at the foot
of the mountain and start on ong of
these expeditions. Only those who have
scaled the Pyramid of Cheops can
rightly appreciate the difficulties of such
! elimbing. The boxes are usnally about
| four fect high, rendering the ¢limbing
iwry difienlt. It i practicallly impos-
| eible to reach the summit or even the
| lower Tieaks unassisted. The ascent s
| only to be accomplished with the assis-
| tance of muech vigorous boosting.

LITTLE WORM DEVOURS SHIPS.

Harmless as it looks, there is no
more dangerous worm in  the world
than the worm which spends its life in
boring through wood, and which conse-

quently doeg s0 much Injury to ships.
Indeed, it 18 known as the "ship's

| worm® for this reason.
The apparatus with which it bores Is
located In its head and conslsts of two

| oddly shaped scales, which work to-
gether In perfect harmony, The worm's
| body is almoet transparent and exeeerd-
Imgly tender. It begins to bore when

it 18 quite young, and thenceforth it

lives and works in wood. It bores so
{ quletly that {t never betrays Itself. and
It always works In a lopgltudinal direc-
tlon. [t does not abandon this direction
even if a pall or any other obstacle is in
it way, for it simply goes around it

DEALS IN HOUSE NUMEERS.

Branch of Municipal Government in
Which One Man Finds Profit.

“It s a piupo tuner;

hiack bag” sald the
looking out of one

New Yark sun:
his squire
stiburban wife,
window

“It's a doctor; see his gold specta-
eles,” gald the suburban, looking out
ol tha orlier window,

“Sir.,” sald the man who rang the
Ledl after he got In, "1 am a oumber
man, 1 notlee that the number on your
honses Is an a pillar of the wveranda
where It cannot be seen  readlly ot
night 1 snggest that you have o nom-
ber placed where it will be conspleu-
ong."

“*And ure you from one of the clty
Aepartments?” agked the suburban,

“No, air.” replied the number man.
“I am following this ag a side line to
my regular businese. 1 am ready to
supply house numbers of every deserip-
tlon, and, what ls more, | guarantee
that the number I put on a house I the
correct number of that houss, Further-
more, | am prepared to do gllding if
that style of numbering Is desired.”

“I shouldu’t think that the bhuslness
would pay especially,” remarked the
suburban.

“It o wourldn't unlees it were done In
the way I do It,"" sald the number man,
“For nstance, I go into n suburban
town Hke this. where the houses arn
generally  numbered, and where
maost people can't find out what the
right pumbers of their houses are, |
map out the streets, get the lots num-
hered correctly, and am rewarded with
quite a bunch of orders for numhbers ™

“Now, that's a branch of government
I had never dreamed of." sald the
suburban,

“It {8 an Important branch of munlei-
pal government, Indeed,” sald the num-
ber man, 1 have made a study of it
Perhups T am the only man In New
York who has gone Into the thing so
deeply. Now, over In Queens county
gome time ago they consolidated a lot
of amall paces. ‘The result was that the
numbering system of each separatn
place was thrown out of gear. | made
a study of ull the systema and devised
one general system of numbering,
of amall piaces. 0 result was that the
official method there, Again I got quits
a bunch of ordern ns my reward.
Worked In that way there 1s some profit
in the business. Can I take an order
from you?"

“Why. yes," replled the suburban,
“but where will you put the number?”

“That Is a vexed question,” answered
the number man. “Some people like
the house number on the front door.
But in summer, whan the door is left
open and a acraen door In used. the
number can't bs seen. Again, in win-
tar, if thers are double doors, the outer
doorn hide the number when closed. Bo
that if the number is on the dour sever-
pl pets of aumbers are required,

“Others like the number om a plilar
d__p versada, ma (n !llr' tase; but

T

theie the number iz apt to be hiddan or,
at best, Incomspleuons. 1t Is well to
Rave the number on the gate. If you
have one, or on the front steps. Either
plan | can recommend as making the
numhber conspiruous.”

“And what stvle of number do vou
recommend?” agked the suburban,

“The best of all are the blue and
| white enameled figures on fron, They
| ecome also In black and white, But

| some peaple nbject to them on account
| of thelr somewhat Inartlstic  appear-

| ance.  Next are the various big metal
numhbers, examples of which T show
|¥on. You will toke these? Thanks

Tomorrow [ will eome and put them
on. Good svenlne "

“Who would suppose there wag mo
much in house numbering "’ the subur-
han agked his wife.

“SPONGES” OF RUBBER.

Novelty s shown In a sponge that
{ has madae its appearance. It is of Rus-
ginn manufocture and resemblas cloge-
Iy a dark brown sponge, bhut, while It
congistg chiefly of holes, whateversolid
material there Is of it 18 rubber,

These sponges come in two slzes, ob-
long, with rounded corners, Whether,
| being made of rubber, they are less

| likely to form germ repositories than

the genuine artleles remains to be
seen.

A dispateh from Naples sayvs Mount
Vesuvius shows signs of activity, Lava
Is flowing from the crater on the Pom-
[ petian side, while hot cinders are being
thrown up from time to time.

BABY FACE IN CRANGE.

One of the pdditles the navel orange
is noted for is ita remarkable freaks

in simulating at times portions of the
human anatomy.

One of the most singular freaks of
this kind is a large orange with a
c¢hild's head protruding from the navel
The head I8 perfect, the face being the
exact reproduction of a erying chjld

The orange I8 preserved In spirits at
the Los Angeles Chamber of Com-
Tmerees.

One result of the recent explosion of
nitro-glycerine at Ardeer, Ayshire, was
the breaking of 300 eggs In a shop at
Orvine, a mile and a quarter away,

Dr. Fere, of Parls, belleves In finger-
prints a8 an Index of character. The
finer, the more detalled and doalfeate the
finger-prints, he says, 0 much superior
Ig the man.

PARTI-COLORED SHEEP.

In the Camarcon district of Africa
ara thousands of remarkable sheep,
and the Germans who have settled there
say that they are useful domeastlc
animals,

There are two specles, one being
black and white and the other whits
and yellowish brown, and they all differ

from the ordincry sheep In the fact
that they are covared with short,
smooth halr instead of with wool, the
rama being the only ones among them
whl;.h have a thick fleece around the
neck,

A tew of thess animals were recently
Imported Into Germany, and are gow
attracting much sttention there.

THE MAN BEHIND THE PEN.
IUs the mun behind the pen, who isn't
miich,
Whieh the crippled publlc uses far its
erutel;
He can serve it tn o way
THL there ogmes g better day,
Then the mun behing the pen, he wn't
much!

It's the man behind the pen must always

know
What to wrlte to make hig paper have
the go;
Now “tin boost for chureh or school,

Now ‘t= show himself the fool-—
It's the man bhehind the pen must alwaye
Kirow!

IVs the monn bobind the pen has Teast to
du,
If you had his
waouldn't von
Answer querles,
BEdlL copy, write

Job,  wou'd think =so.

answer ‘phone,
nils own-—

It the man behlnd the pen has least | -

to do,

It's the man behind the pen who's grow-
It rich,

Thut's the wherafore of his calllig and
the which;
Thirty. forty, by the week—

~Envied by the lawyers sleek:
Oh, "tin the man behind the pen wha's
growing rich!

1t's the man behind the pen must set the
PO
Yot deny himseif an entry in the race;
He must boost tor others' galn
There's the folly, there the paln;
Oh. the miin belind the pen must set the
paoe,

Ch, the man behind they pon,
much:
If he ware, ho murely never wonld be such:
He must write whint others do;
He's a penell elerk for you
the man behind  the pen,
much,

he fsn't

ih

he isn't

The Transferred Burden.

EBY ETHEL M. (COLSON.

(Copyreight. 1901, by Authors’ Byndlente )
HE minister was pacing monoto-
nougly upon and down the chureh
gtiily, Intent upon the “thinking
o™ af his sermon for Sunday.
He jotted down his last fdea with a
patient sigh hefore answering the timid
rap at the Joor. A single glance as-
sired him that his expectation of find-
ing a woman, aml a woman in sore
trouble, standing before it was well
tonrnded,
“I thonght yvou might help me."” the
woman, who was voung, pale and re-
fined-looking, buret forth, in deep agl-

tation. as he drew forward a chale, 1

must have holo from somewhere”
“Yon shall have it," the minister as-

snred her, his face brave . with sym-

pathy. “Hut first, vou know, von must
tell me vour trouble, (et the worst
uver al ones,” he added, encouragingly.

Then the story came rughingly—with
the swift, resistless, on-bearing haste
following long months of repression.

"1 was marrled, at 18, to o man much
older than myself. I didn’t love him.
I loved another man, and very dearly,
But wo were podr and my mather was
H1 and Nhelpless: there (idn't seem any-
thing else to do. The man whom T
Iaved and who loved me never knew of
my marringe until he came back from
the West, where he had gone to make
money for our marringe. At first 1
think he Lated me, but afterward he
wils =orroy for my suffering, And then,
when thy htisbantd had gone away on a
huginess journey, he kept coming to
me, nnd—""

“You made o bitter mistake togeth-
er.” finlshed the minlster, as she stop-
ped. helpless, unahle to say another
word,

“Yeg, yves—u bitter mistake.” She
canght at the words eagerly, her face
hidden in her trembling tingers,
after a little, | grew 1o hate him.

shp

And

then—anmd then he died.™

“Yea; and after?”

The kindly but commanding volee
nerved her to further parration.

“After he was dead 1 was sorry. 1
it flowers 'opn his grave this morning,
when | put some on' my mother's grave

Y But | still hate him—I hate even
hiz memory He was =0 emall and
mean. so el once | was in hls
nawer.”

“And yonr hushand?"

He was so kind, g0 loviug. so tender,
eo vousidernte that 1 grew 1o love him
fx pussionately as [ had hated the ather,
My mother dled before he came back
from his journey, so he never heard or
knew of my wrongidolng; he thought it
wis natural grief and sorrow which
munde me go strange and sad,  Last
month he came near Lo death also, and
[ learned how much and how dearly 1
love him, And gince then—"

Agaln ghe stopped, helpless, Again
the minister came to Her asslstance,

“And sinee then you are wondering
whether or no you ought to confess
venir infidenity to him?"

“Yes, oh, yves" she made exeited an-
swer. T didn’t mind so much as long
as [ didn't know how much 1 loved him.
it now—it geems like sacrilege to lot
him think me good and falthfil. Ang
yor—1 know he has never guspected,
anid he told me the other day that he'd
mither die by slow torture than lose
his folth In anyone he loved. And T
know he's never had any reil love or
happiness before, and he's hesn sueh a
pood  man  always, So that,
gether—"

“We must think a litle—and pray
over it," said the minlster, rising to
pace the floor monotonously  again.
Only the sound of her passionate soh-
bing brake the silence until he came
back to her gide,

“No,” he gaid decldedly, “"you must
never tell your husband. He Is happy
in the belief of your falthfulness; there
I8 no rengon why he should suffer for
your sinning.

“You are anxious to atone for the sin,
nre vou not? Yea, | was sure of It. And
you feel that your consclence would he
ongter If youn made a elean broast of 117
Well, then, deny yourself that rellef for
the sake of your hushand. Make atone-
ment to him by keeping him from the
knowledge and consaquent suffering of
your wrongdoing,
the gtrength of your nature, and glory
and revel In the love he gives von. In
God's great merey there I8 forglveness
for all repentent sinners. Strive yon
after forgetfulness as well. Let thn
past slip out of your memory altogather
—except In Ao far as It makes you very
tender toward other sinners—and, (f
recollection does torment yon oeceaslon-
ally, let 1t he a part of your atonament
that you bear the suffering in sllence
and unaided, Never think of rellaving
your own consclence at the expense of
your husband's happinesa.” §

When the visitor, all timid asmiles
and lightened heart, had slipped out

"And, |

alto- |

Love him with all|

of the study the minister stood looking
cut of the window for a moment. He
turned away abruptly to answer another
EUmmony to the study door.

It wils & man, this time, who stepped
rervously through it, a man of middle
age pnd evidently laboring under stress
of great excltement.

“The woman who has just left you,"
he exclaimed, breathlessly; “of what
was your conversation? Tell me, for
God's sake, tell me what it was that
vou spoke of!"

The practiced eyes and keen Intuition

of the minister told him all in a mo-
| ment, The sudden, unnecustomed sus-
| picion, the horrified putting away. the
| recurring, persibtent agony of doubt
and uncertainty, the following of the
wifc to the chureh study, the Irrepressi-
ble desire to know whether or no she
had admitted a fault.
More than this, the minlster divined
| that the fate of two lives lay within his
kandling, the ruin of two souls, the man
as well as the woman. if he bungled or
mads mistakes. He acted, npon the im-
pulse of the moment, as he would not,
perhaps, have acted had he stopped to
consider,

“The lady who went out last, yon
mean?" he asked, easily. his keen, kind-
ly eves noting every change of the
other's contenance nand expression.
“The good-looking woman with brown
halr and white veil? Why, she was
merely interested in a sad case of dis-
tresg and trouble which has come under
ker recent observation, and In regard
| to which she was anxious to secure my

assistance. You have, perhaps, some
| special reason for asking?”

“Yon will never tell her?” the man
Implored him, his eyes aglow with re-
| lief, but his form trembling. “She fis
my wife, and 1 love her to distraction.
This morning, In the cemetery where
her mother lies burifed, 1 found her put-
ting flowers on the grave of a man—an
old lover, I have heard lately, but a
man whom she once told me she hated.
Then 1 thought I understood many
things which had used to puzzle me; it
tAme to me like a finsh, or I thought it
(id. Tama jealous man by nature, and
I think I must have gone mad. BEhe
told me once, when we had heard you
preach, that you looked lke a kindly
man, #nd one who could be trusted, 1
thought—perhaps—she had come hera
to 1gll you of her sinning. 1 will go
home and apologize ta her for my un-
warranted—and insane—distrust.”

“o mothing of the sart,” advised the
minister, luving n friendly, counseling
hanid npon the other's shoulder. ““There
Is nothing harder for a woman to for-
glve than such an dcensation.  Love,
my friend, {5 p hetter means of dealing
with 2 woman's hesrt and saul than sus-
piefon ar judgment. Befors the depth
ind unselfishness of the love of eyen
the Hzhrest-natured woman the hest of
ug fien seem poor and fnsignificant;
and the hlackest sing of which a woman
can be guilty™ his kind eyes averted,
vet all the while consclons that the
visitor's pale choek flushed hotly, as at
some half-forgatten eplsode of bygone
vears—"are anly those which we scarce
acconunt as sins at all—for ourselves."

Late that afterncon the minister, still
| struggling with the oft-Interrupted, nn-
finished sermon, saw from his study
window the two who had visited him
wilking the street lovingly, arm In arm,
each wrapped in the other's affection.
The man looked at the woman with a
lover-iike. reverential tenderness, the
woman's face was sweet with the joy-
ous, half-timid gladness which only
comes on the farther edge of & great
sorrow or danger. The minister, look-
Ing after them thankfully, smiles a
whimsical, self-depreciatory smile,

" “‘Bear ye one another's burdens,
he  murmured, quizzically. “Well, 1
hope to God © advised them rightly, and
I wonder whose, when things are reck-
cuedg will be the burden which they
have shifted from their own shoulders
| to mine!™

Discussion of ‘“Loafer."

London Chronlcle: The question as
to the derlvation of that word “loafer,”
which Mr. Rhodes' will is likely to ele-
vate from the slang dictionary, s al-
repdy  getting acnte. Despite “Notes
and  Oueries.”  and  the derivation,
throngh Hang Breitmann. from “that
lofer tlover) of yours always hanging
arovnd here,” the word ls Spanish, and,
11Ke galoot and others, came from Mex-
lco, through Texas to the states. It Is
the Anglivized or Americanized form of
gnllofero. “an idle, lazy  vagabond,”
passing, #s any student of PBartlett
knows. through glofero, and glofer, to
lofer, and ending up with the pretense
Lof having something Eneglish or Amer-
lcan abont It, as “loafer,” a muan who
has no casial connection with the loaf
he dopgs not earn.

Of the loafer, Josh Billings has given
in his “Alminax" a description which
would have gone to Cecil Rhodes' heart,
ag of the type of man who wag not 1o
Inherit Dalham or any other property
that was his, If he could help it: "The
loafer is & thing who 5 wllling to be
despised for the privilege of abuging
others. He oceuples all grades of so-
cloty, from the judge on the bench clear
down to the ragged creatore who leans
against lamp-posts and flghts {Hes in
Angust. He haz no pride that (8 worthy
and no delleacy that anybody conld
hurt, During hig boyhood he Kills eats
ani robs hens' nests, During middle life
he hegs all the tobaceo he nses and
| drinks all the cheap whisky he can get
at somebody elge's expense, and does
dia ut lnst.” The loafer in America
wonld seem to be more pronounced than
hig British brother, If we take Mr.
Henry W, Shaw—Josh Billings—as au-
thority.

The Bride.

"Maven't I married yon bafore? ask-

the clergyman pleasantly of the
young lady from Chloago who was
about to he Joined to the young man
from Oshkosh.

“Only twice,” she murmured coyly,
and the eeremony went on.—Boston
Post.

il

According to the Parls Gaulols It 18
some years since a Frénch private has
heon decornted with the Legion of Hone
or. This, however. has recontly hap-
pened In the case of & gunner named
Cafllot, of the First Regiment of Artil-
lery, who took part in the defense of
Tlen-Tein, and displayyed remarkable
bravery. Unfortunately he was so serl-
ously wonded that an arm and u leg had:
to be amputated.

Baby Margaret waa watching a llttle
bird hopping about on the lawn, when
gho saw him suddenly plck up a tiny
stiek and fly away with it. “I ‘pect he's
goin' to whip the baby bird,” she sald
seriously.—Boston Transeript.

e
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—
INDIAN BIRD MASK.

Bame of the wierdest ceremonlals
ever devised are practiced by the In-
dians along the coast of British Co-
Inmblia, as a part of their religious
ritual. They wear incidentally to the
performance exceedingly grotesque
masks, In this way they impersonate
various gods in a kind of mystery play,
which lasts for several days.

One of the most curious of the cos-
tumes adopted is one that is designated
to represent a huge bird, the mask In

this case consisting chiefly of a gigantie
beak, which is fastened upon the head
of the wearer, The body of the latter
is concealed by setrips of cedar bark,
which hang down over the body.

In truth, the effect produce Is quite
realistic, and loses nothing by a clap-
ping or snapping together of the great
heak, which the person who takes the
part of the bird {5 enabled to manipu-
late for this purpose by the help of a
string.

NO NEED TO ASK.

Every Toper's Face Tells the Experl:
enced Barkeeper What He Drinks.

——

New Orleans Times-Democrat: “The
barkeeper who has been in business
long enough ean tell what a man drinks
by lecoking at his face," sald a man
who has spent hig life mixing drinks
for the public. “He can do itifheis at
all obgervant, Of ¢ourse, there are
many men who would gpend a lifetime
in the business without taking any note
of the differences in skin dizcoloration
regulting from the long and continuous
use of drinks of different kinds. Yet It
is a physical condition which may be
observed by any man who will take the
tremble to make the survey.

“Men often speak of the whisky nose,
the whisky eve, the whisky face, and
all that sort of thing, but they never
stop to think that whisky s not the
only thing that will bloat, mar and dis-
color the featores, There is as much
(liffarence between the nose of the Oyr-
ano de Bergerac and the nose of a flat-
faced Fijlan. The whisky nose is as
red as a rose. The brandy nose is of
purplish hue. It is abont the color of
bine blazes. The whisky face |s differ-
ent from the brandy faece. The con-
tinued excessive use of either whisky
or brandy will mark the face with little
red lines, but the general appearance of
the whisky face is unlike that of the
face of a brandy user. Rarkeepers are
ihle to notice these differences. They
are well defined. It woild not be no-
ticed in the weak watery condition and
discoloration of the eyes. But the
complexion and other murks would be
found on the facs which would indlcate
whether the man was in the habit of
drinking the one thing or the other.

“The same thing may be sald about
other kinds of drinks. Take the man,
for Instance, who drinks beer regularly. %
The barkeepers can tell it by what may
be called the mellow casl of his fea-
tures. Beer glves the face an entirely
different hue from that which results
from the long use of either brandy or
whisky. I am sometimes inclined to
think that beer has a gort of natlonallz-
ing influence, I have gseen Englishmen,
Frenchmen and even Italiang drink
bieer until they iooied iike they had just
come from the Fatherland. It is an
easy thing to tell the heer drinker just
from the appearance of his face. I may
say the same thing about the man who
drinks absinthe. The indications are
probably more prononneed in the case
of the man who uses absinthe than in
otlier cases. The things entering Into
the combination are stronger and have
a more vielent effect on the human sys-
tem.

“But at any rate, the barkeeper can
tell just what the man is in the habit of
drinking if he will make a study of
the faess. A brandy face, the whisky
face, tha beer face, the absinthe face
are all differcut. and the lines-are easily
traced by the man who will take the
treuhble to study the effects of different
clinks for a while.

MASCULINE CANDY FIENDS.

| Men Who Consume Confectionery by

the Hundredweight.

New York Evening Post: Thit candy
has become the basie of a bad hahit—
1lke tea, tobaceo, aleohnl, or ice water
=-hag long been admitted by medical
meén: that s worgt victimg are not
women, however, is not 8o well known,
exeept to the owners of candy ghops.
The fact that one man bought and de-
voured 400 pounds of the richest chovo-
lates in one summer, and that the gas-
tronomie feat was not looked upon as
anything unusual by the candy clerks,
will give some iden of the candy slavery
to which the habltual candy eaters are
committed, The min who consumed
confectionary by the hundred-wolght is
young and sound in mind and hody.
He generally vields to temptation im-
mediately after luncheon, although the
craving sometimes becomes tnendura-
ble at an earlier hour, He ostimates
that the candy he has bonght for per-
gonal consumption cost him $260 last
summer. He has been an unwilllng
vietim for years. and has freguently
“sworn off," or attempted to, The last
time was for three manths, and when
the self-lmposed embarge was ralsed
he bougnt two pounds of mixed choso-
liates and ate them betwoen lunch and
dinner,

The Hartford Times saye: "In voting

to conecentrate the work of the Connee-
tieut experiment station at the State
college at Btorps the trustees of the
Connectiout Az{?nultnrnl college have
done A wise thing, Tt has been evident
for rome time that the divislon of the
work, and the transaction of so much
of It at Middletown by experts connect-
ed with another Institution, was unfs-
vorahle to the successful conduct of the
Agricuitural eollege. It |5 understood
that the last change which occurred In
the faculty at Btorrs grew out of frie-
tion between the experts at Btorrs and
the experia at Middletown, and sheh

- ombarrassment will be avolded =~




