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FIRST DUEL IN IOWA.

BOTH FARTICIPANTS FIRED IN
THE AIR.

. E Greene of Chicago Tells & Story
Based on Historieal Facts from

an 0ld Diary.

The following reminiscence of the
expedition that built Fort Armstrong
was furnished the Davenport (Ia) Re-
publican by 8. E. Greene of Chicago,
whose grandfather was s member of
the expedition, ana froui whoer diary
ths story is taken:

Bpring of the year 1816 found the
Eighth Infantry at 8t. Louls, awalting
orders. Most of us were penniless—had
spent every cent down Bouth the year
before—and were glad to get the rest
and recreation that barracks life af-
forded. But there was little doing at
Bt. Louis. The town was barely a
trading post, and save belng the assetn-
bling spot for bodles of troops which
were oceasionally sent up the river, and
& sort of fromtier station for emi-
grants, had not made itself very ocom-
spicuous on the map. In the early days
the star of empire found few follow-
ers, and it was not until some 156 years
after that the real period of the growth
of the Northwest began,

It was late in the year when the
Bighth was ordered out. The objective
point was Rock Ialand, some 300 miles
up the Mississlppl. We were assigned
%0 places in keel boats, which were ex-
tensively used In the island waters at
that time, and started up the river with
a well-equipped fleet, inctuding the
members of the rifle regiment, boatmen
and the comtrector’s help. The con-
tractor's agent was Qeorge Davenport,
who afterward became quits a consple-
uous figure {n the history of the North-
west. At this time there was no com-
mi department In existence to pro-
vide for the troops and contracts for
provisions were lat to private indlvid-
uals and concerns. The supplies were
also brought up In large keel boats.

I have frequently heard allusions to
the inadaptabllity of the larger keel
Boats to river ferrying. As may
supposed they were not perfectly com-
structed, nor did they meet all the ex-
fgencles of the weather, “sawyers”
“wooden fslands” and the lke, but on
the whole thelr service was satiafac-
tory. It was mot an easy matter to
comstruct a craft that must be light
and draw very little water, and yet able
to transport a large number of men.
The keel hoats of 1815 did not fill all
these qualifications, and yet they suc-
eseded pretty well, They were chiefly
propelled by rowing: in ease of a good
wind salls were erected, and if the
water was deep enough near the bank,
additional motive power could be fur-
nished by tow lines, which were, how-
aver, on account of the Irregularity of
the channel, rarely used.

The autumn leaves were falling when
we started up the river, and the weath-
er for the first few days of the trip was
exceedingly chlilly, especially at night.
There were fogs without number, and
some time was lost in the delays which
resulted from unfamliliarity with the
channel. There were times when we
could not gee three yards to elther side
or ahead of the boats, and on such occa-
slons there was nothing to do but walt
It was for this reason that we did not
reach our dostination—Rock Island—
that year. But this leads me up to the
point of my narrative.

Thers wes on the boat to which I
had been assigned a particular friend of

“(reene,' sald Riley to me, 1 guem
you'll do for my second. Now let's get
ashore.™

The entire! erowd of riflemen and
boatmen evinesd & desire to see the
strange confliet, and pulled us ashore
with a hearty good will. Riley did not
speak, neither did Smith, but both
walked together up the bank to a suit-
able spot, while Smith’s second, a man
from boat six, and mysel! compared
pistols and secured a timeplace. There
were very few watches In evidence
among such & erowd as this, for in those
days it was not a very safs thing for
& traveling jeweler to cross the Indians
border, and not many of the men who
had watches at the time of their enlist-
ment had retained them ihrough the
years of their servitude. When the
paces had been measured off the two
fighters faced each other, while the
crowd kept off a respectable distance,
guarding against stray bulleta.

*I don't know, Greens,” said Riley to
me, *“ but that | may never again see
the light of day after this business.- If
anything should happen, well, 1 know
there won't, but then, there i always
some safety in being assured that you
will be taken care of, if anything should
happen, aa 1 say, will you see to it that
some word reaches the folks? ['ve a
brother in Utiea, and he can let the
cthers know. But don't get nervous
Green, it's all right.”

A strange feeling that something ter-
rible was about to
me. [ was only a
time and had seen very little of fight-
ing, although I had been in the
nearly two yners, Thias was the first
dual it has been my lot to witness
The combatants were ready and Smith's
count, “ome, two,

The pistol shot rang out simultane-
ously, the crowd gave a loud shout,
and the birds in the trees near by
rushed upward In & fluttar. [ heard the
whistle of Smith's bullet as it passed
my ear and struck the bark of a young
sapling at my right, and then placed my
hand over my eyss. A moment later I
heard Riley yell and Smith laugh.

They were both standing together
unkarmed, for both had emptied their
plstols Into the air. Riley was shaking

be | bands with his adversary, and I heard

him exclaim as he pointed to the river.
“See, the fog's going away! Look In
that direection!”

And I turped around and looked, and
there we could plainly see the opposite
bank. The fog had begun to clear even
at the opening of the quarrel, but so
angered were the principals that they
had not noticed the ghifting cloud. The
other boats were aware that something
wns going on on the bank, and several
were sending out smaller skiffs to in-
vestigate. But what interested me
most was the direction of the river,
whiciH waa positively west to east. We
had struck one of the many little lacal
bends in the meandering course of the

was the cause of Smith'a aberration.
So ended what I have no doubt was the

men for Its principals. 8. E G

THE NEW WOMAN IN EUROPE.

than in This Country.

Y mine who bore the pame of Bennet
Riley and who was second leutrnant
in the rifia regiment. Riley was a
good fellow all round, but somewhat
hot headed, and when it came to argu-
menta hs was just as likely to have a
dispute with the colonel as anyone else.
8o it happened that on one of the foggy
mornings of which | have just spoken,
Riley got fnto an argument with Smith
of the sixth boat—ours was the fitth—
on the very finteresting topic of the
courss of the rivar, The boats wers
anchored In an eddy, withln speaking
distance of each other, and the crews
were just preparing breakfast. It was
Smith who startad the discussion.

“If there's something 1 can't see,” hs
sald, “it the reason for that crew of
your'n anchoring In mid-stream with
tie bow of the hoat turned to the shore
and the broadside facing the chanmel
It's the quesreat plece of work I ever
mw."”

“You don’'t want to belleve every-
shing you ses,’ rejoined Rliley, “this
boat is facing the channel bow on. It's
yours that's out of the way."

*1 don't know about that, and I don't
know what you took last night, but I'll
stake an even bundred that your boat

sbout it.”

excited,

cant take my word for it

llugﬂl Hmb!b
word is as A8 yOurs.

20,” sald Riley, hotly, “it

mwuuﬁu Yoo

=y wihen you say that!

shore weo'll see what way
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gather the crops.

On the streets of Munich women are
employed to keep the car lines clean,
and they are gpecially uniformed for
ekirts. Bavaria
belng well, supplied with forests, wood
in largely used for fuel, and along the
curb of Munich strects women fre-
quently stand and sell thelr firewood.
In Zurich there are women bootblacks,

In several continental cities women
do light gardening jobs, like keeping
in order the borders and gravel paths
In Germany the rall-
way stations have women ticket agents.

In some of the European art galleries
to take care of the
They
so custodians of museums, as at
the Bwiss Natlonil museum, whara one
of the galleries is In entire charge of &

the purpose, In

of public parks.

women are
visl ' sticks and umbrellas.
are
WomAD.

QUIOK AND EFFECTIVA.

Burning Hall

Judge: Panic-stricken, the

sehun! sntartainment committee.

do?

ness and {ngenuity.

before the curtain, he says
“Ladies and gentlomen,

Wurdeigh, the well known

Misslssippl, during the night, and this

firat duel on Towa soll that had white

More Occupations Open to Har There

Women in Ameriea, It Is thought,
are now engaged in man's occupation
to an astonishing degree. But the in-
novation I8 carried still farther in Eu-

rope.

In Holland, Germany and Switzer-
land women take part, as a matter of
course, in al the Iabors of agriculture,
They till the fialds, cut the corn and

Getting an Audisnce Bafely Out of &

stage
rushes to the chairman of the

*The hall is on fire!” he exclaims. “If
we tell the andience, there will be & riot
and many will be killed in the rash to
get out. It we do not tall them, they
will all ‘be burned. Oh, what shall we

Now, the chalrman {s & man of eool-
MDE“ quistly

e will next
by l: Winnie

elocutionlst,
‘Curfew Bball Not Ring | ¢
As by magie the audience flits from

the hall, one by until nsught but N
ome, March 6—Noms is still in the
th:iﬂwllll:l:}:t':‘ﬂmm grasp of old Boreas and likely to re-
et S g oy A TR
course ng on n-
8 the distillation of saw- | {0 degrees below xero mining opera-
dust all the distiliation products of|tions are practically suspended. This
are and manufee- | ansoying situation Is, however, to be
mnmhMWIumaFobtthmanem
to the working of wood in & way to|around, and the enermous placer
{neure » L. The nets  ob- | wealth which now mocks the gold seek-
talned are wood 1, acetle | or like a mi a8 he gazes upon the
d, tar, olls, From the tar there | auriferous sand throug® the ice is to be
have been obtained bemsole, tolule, EY- | accemsible all through the long and ted-
mole, cumole, ; , | lous winter, This wonderful resuilt is
and bons, which are used iIn | to be brought about by the Introduetion
the manufacture of aafline colors, | of some new-fashioned thawers which
Carbolio acld and creosots sre also ob- | will prove the open sssame to the much-
tained, As a last product charcoal fs [ coveted wealth and will permit the
Joft ia the retorts. working of piscer clalms all the year
It is an admitted fact that the Nome,
..."‘"&um""- e evoRt Al smemion
are q

Y] nnwmm
mﬁl absence of fuel in
the m,mmmn

of It in sulmer, no mining
oan be on in that countsy untfl
the l& thawed out ia the
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SHORTER ROUTE THAN YUKON
RIVER NOW AFFORDE.

‘Government Engineers Engaged in
Plan to Take 320 Miles Off
Distance to Dawson.

—

To reach the gold region of Alaska
by & much shorter route than the Yu-
kon river now affords seems & possi-
bility of the not distant future.

The government will soon be called
upon to consideran engineeringplan for
the utilization of tha Talbiksak river, a
tributary of ths Yukon to connect the
latter with the Kuskokwim, a river
which ranks next to the Yukon in the
matter of sise.

At present over 100 stsamers run reg-
ularly on the Yukon, carrying passen-
gers and freight to and from the gold
district. Engineers have recently gone
over the ground and reported favorably
on & scheme of connection between the
Yukon and Kuskokwim whereby the
navigable route will be shortened by
820 miles,

The Kuskokwim ean be navigated by
steamers for a distance of 600 mliles
from its mouth, and because of ita
greater fredom from obstructing fal-
ands, and the fact of its having a slow-
er current, it is more favorable for
ships than the Yukon. The thing is to
make a connecting routa between both
svers by means of the Oknakluk lake
and Talblksak river, and in order to do
this a portage now existing between the
two latter bodies of water must be cut
through.

Near the northern bend in the course
of the Yukon, the Talblksak has its
moutN. Here steamers winter, enroute
to the gold reglons, walting for the ice
to break, as the loa here does mot ob-
struct navigetion as it does at 8t
Michael's, by lying on the bars long af-
ter the deep water is free. To winter
at Talblksak river mouth means that a
steamer doing so can go on up to Daw-
son and get back before the season
opens st Bt. Michaels.

As the bird files, just 20 miles south of
the Talbiksak mounth the Kuskokwim
describes a great bend in ita course. The
Talbiksak ftself Iz a slow flowing
stream, with low banks on both sides.

At its sonthern end the proposed im-
proved route starts from the village of
Kalchagamut, There a slow stream de-
bouches Into the Kuskokwim, navi-
gated northwesterly for some thres
miles, This stream at its mouth is 70
fect wide, Inereasing within the first
mile to 100 fest, but narrower by de-
grees to bhetween 30 and 40 feet. It
varies verylittle In depth from the aver-
agn of seven to 12 feet above the mouth
—having at that point a depth of 30
feet. The banks are nsually about five
feat high.

For the passage of boats, portage is
necessary at certaln points, In order to
reach a pond 150 feet in length; after
which portage 1s agaln resortad to over
a high bank of earth. From thence boats
are pushed or pulled for 1,000 feet of a
narrow water channel until another
lake B00 fest wide is reached. Having
crossed this lake the hoats are shovid
throngh shallow, reedy water to o
stream which runs northwest and with
a serpentine course—having between
200 and 300 different bends. This
stream {8 30 feet wide and averages
about seven feet in depth. Further up
it narrows at points to even ten feet,
but again widens later. It is bound
alternately by banks and swamps,

At a certain junction the maln stream
{s reached and the boats navigate this
easterly for some 20 miles until another
lake {8 reached, from <rhich another
stream flows into Lake Oknakluk, two
and one-half miles in length and usual-
1y four feet deep, with level beaches.

From Lake Oknakluk a water chan-
nel brings the boats to another lake,
less than & mile long which s succeedad
by still another. Portage Ia again neces-
sary from here to a water channel, as &
lofty earth bank has to be crossed—
the channel leading into the Talbiksak
river, which, flowing Into the Yukon,
completes the connection, as described,
between that stream and the Knskok-
wim. So what the engineers have to do
fs to cut through the portage between
Oknakluk lake and the Talblksak river,
which work will involve making &
gravel cut some hundreds of feet in
length and not at any point excesding
40 foet in depth. It 18 belleved that
the Talbiksak here is higher than the
lakes and the Kuskokwim—as is also
the Yukon itself. After the cutting of
the portage, the water thus released is
expected to sccomplish naturally the
ereation of a clear crevice through the
routs ss here deseribed, with its in-
cidental channels and narrow ruts, It
ig also suggestsd that the Talbiksak be
dammed especially for the purpose and
thus made to rush towards the Kuskok-
wim. The dam will probably be made
of {es owing to the ease with which the
Iatter can be obtalned. The new chan-
nel once formed, it is belleved that in
time the Yukon water would naturally
avall itself of the new and shorter pas-
sage in order to reach the ocean.

When the work is done, steamers
navigating the river would start from
Goodnews bay, an excellent harbor some

miles south of the Kuskokwim's
mouth, which, at low tide, i» not navi-
gable for steamers with over four feet
draught. WALTER STEELE.

Wintsr at Nomae.

eouniry as has been dons In the Klon-
dyke, with steam thawers becauss In
the latter region there Is a total ab-
sence of any natural growth of wood,
Even if coal could be obtalned In Nome
for a ressonable price it could not be
transported to the claims in sufficlent
guantities for steam-creating purposes,
except at a price which would be great-
er than the amount of gold released
thereby from the ground, as the entire
country 1s covered with a tundra, com-
posed of moss, muck and waler, over
:’t.tldch no team can travel with a heavy
It therefore hecame apparent that if
mining was to be carried on successful-
ly in Nome during the winter months
on & scale aimilar to that conducted in
the Klondike it could only ba done hy
tha introduction of some new process of
creating heat,
fome of the heaviest owners of placer
claims conceived the idea of Interesting
Charles A. Kuenzel, the well-known
German Inventor, In the matter, and it
{8 by the aid of his system of producing
a dry gas from 85 per cent of com-
pressed air and 15 per cent of kero-
gene that the working of the Nome
placer deposits throughout the winter
has been solved. Mr. Kuenzel has in-
vented a small, light and portable ma-
chine, which will revolutionige the re-
sults of placer mining here, The amall
quantity of ofl required will enable suf-
ficlent quantities to be produced for
carrying on operations on & large scale,
The receipt of & first installment of
these machines, which are being manu-
actured in the East for the Aretic Heat-
ing & Thawing Co. of the Parrot bulld-
ing. San Francisco, is eagerly dwaited.
The population of Nome now is in
the nelghborhood of 4,000 people. Quite
a percentage of these are women and
therse Is social life enough in the town
to satisfy any moderats tastes,
The only bad point about the place
is the isolation for so many months of
the year from the outside world, Un-
laklik and Council City are the only
places with which communication Is
held during the winter, and they are
only Arctie outposts like Nome. The
malls are carried by dog and reindeer
teams and the time occupled in getting
them through Is sometimes very long,
months elapsing during their transpor-
tation. There Is talk sof substituting
reindeer for the dogs now carrying the
mails, as it is thought they will make
better time. Some of the leading busl-
ness men are agitating wireless tele-
graphy and it is likely that arrange-
ments will be made during the coming
summer months to have some instru-
ments installed so that we shall no long-
er be cut off from civilization for such
a long perlod,
It is now four months since wp re-
celved news from the outside world and
although there Is no suffering or want
to talk about, now we feel the isola-
tlon a good deal. The local newspa-
per, and social amenitias of an unpre-
tentlous character are about the only
things we have to interfere with the
routine of daily life, which Is more mo-
notonous than it would be had we any
oecupation to employ us for the long
months of winter,

AUGUST PETERSEN.

T0 SWITZERLAND BY WATER

Plan for a Water Highway from That
County to the Bea,

New York Sun: Switzerland i the
only important country In Europe, ex-
cept Servia, that has no gea coasts. It
depends npon other natlons for ®ea
ports and steamship lines, paying large
sume of money to forelgn transporta-
tion companies to carry all ita foreign
trade. This is, of course, a commercial
disadvantages,

A young Swiss engineer ‘has sub-
mitted a plan to the government for an
all-water route from the eity of Basel
to the North sex. Basel, on the Rhine,
{a about 300 miles from Rotterdam, the
pearest port on the North sea. This
engineer, Mr. Gelpke, proposes to ren-
der the Rhine navigable for freight
steamers at all seasons of the year by
regulating Its water level. He suggests
that betweeen Basel and Mannheim, the
present head of navigation on the
Rhine, fourteen dams be constructed to
rajse the water level along that entire
gtretch of the river. Each dam should
be provided with sultable locks for the

age of vessels and with sluices for
driving turbines for the production of
electrical power.

He eatimates that the project would
cost $20,000,000, and that the turbines
would yleld at least 100,000 horse power,
which cotild bs utilized by industrial
establishments In Alsace and In the
grand duchy of Baden,

Germany has larger commercial rela-
tions with Switzerland than any other
nation, and it is thought she would not
be averse to adding a practicable watasr
route to the fine rallroad facllities
which now connect her with the little
republic.

The Swiss government and people
would be glad to encourage any feasible
scheme for connecting thelr country by
water with the sea. Mr. Gelpke's plan
is, therefore, recelving consideration, as
well as another project that is also at-
tracting attention. This plan Is to bulld
a canal from Basel to connect with the
famous Rhine-Rhone canal that now
enghles small Rhine bhoats to travel all
the way to Marsellles. The Rhine-
Rhone canal starts from Mulhansengon
the Rhine and extends in s southwest
direction to the Doubs river, which is a
pavigable tributary of the Rhine,

A bronze atatus of the late Bishop
Matthew Bimpson was unvelled and
dedicated recently in the presence of
about 500 persons on the grounds of the
Methodist Episcopal Home for the
Aged, in Philadelphia.  The status,
which Is 9 feet In height, {s mounted
upon & granite pedestal of the ssme
height. The statue ig a part of a mas-
give monument which had been deter-
mined upon in 1864 to commemorate
the war of the rebellion. Bishop Bimp-
son was one of the trusted advisers of
President Lincoln during ths elvil war
od, and bis statue was to be among
ose of & number of representative
to be grouped about the president.
Olarm Mills was employed to model the
in clay. He finished that of
Bimpson and one other. when
the assassination of the president put
an end tothopmil:nt.a? number of
years afterward rm, mpson pur-
chased the model of her husband, and
{t removed to Philadelphin and cast
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TOWN SOLD FOR TAX

THE FATE OF AN ILLINOIS MIN-

Knocked Down to the Highest Bid-
der to Cancel a Tax Indebted-
ness of $20—Changes of

Ten Years.

“Bold to Emil Freler for $57.20." With
these words County Clerk Fred Mann

of Kankakee county disposed of the
village of Tracy to cancel a tax lo-
debtedness of §$20 and costs. Mr. Freir-
er is a carpenter who has an ambition
to start a co-operative colony.

“It wili be a gucd place far me to
go when [ get out of a job,” he sald to
the county clerk. “I borrow money,
bulld a few houses and start & colony.”
“Suppose that the property is re-
deemed?” suggested Mr. Mann,

“Redoemea? [ get a clear title, don't
I? I've pald the money."”

“Sure, but the original owner has a
cartain length of time in which to re-
dem t"

Mr. Freirer was disgusted, but what
could he do? Four days later Walter
Lawless appearsd at the county clerk’s
office to redeem the property. It orig-
{nally had belonged to him. His 200-
acre farm sdjoins it on the east

“Do youn suppose I'¢ let that land go
for §677" he inquired of Mr. Mann. “It's
worth §75 an acre.”

“Why dldn’'t you pay Your
then?"

Mr. Lawless didn’t say, but it cost

him considerably more than $57.20 to

gecure & tlear eitls.

Ten years ago the village of Tracy

was & thriving settlement, covering an

area of 30 acres when the

vein of coal that was its sole excuse

gave out, the village houses rotted and

furnished lumber and fuel to neigh-

boring farmers for years. Sold for
taxes, the town site passed Into the

hands of a carpenter, who disposed of
it a fe wdays thereafter to the farmer

whase land it adjourns. Next year corn

fields will obliterate the last traces of

a town whera peveral hundred people

formerly tolled and lived,

Take the Kankakee & Senecz branch

of the Blg Four raiflroad, ride out north-

west from Kankakee on & go-as-you

please mixed train, and at the end of
about 20 mlles you come to the town
of Besex. Hire a rig at exorbitant rate
and drive west for a couple of miles

until you gtrike an unused coal road

that {s marked Illinois Central on the

map. Then go south for a quarter of a
mile on the highway that has not been

disturbed by wheels for vears. Look-

Ing sharply about you now, you see

traces of a former town, It {8 the site |
of the abandoned Tracy. There are no
{mposing ruins, such as one might en-
eounter in the valley of the Nile or in
the Grand canyon In Colorado. This is
a deserted mining town, and deserted
mining towns in this country are of
superiatively evanescent character.

Doubly melancholy I8 the forgotten
hamlet shrouded In the deep snow. It
is llke the neglected grave of a first
wife—supplanted for the more lively,
vounger town of Clarke City, one mile
farther south on the coal road that has
been mentioned.

Here, It s easy to see, was once &
wide street, and on both sides at Inter-
vals are found excavations where rude
cellars existed. Manslons were not
tound at Tracy. Remains of a former
foundation, robbed of its best dimen-
glons, show where a house of some
pretensions stood. * Perhaps there the
superintendent lived, A diplapidated
fence, overlooked by kindling wood
gatherers, must have at one time guard-
ed a kitchen garden from wandering
end unscrupulous cows. The most con-
spicuous feature of the gloomy land-
seaps I8 & huge hill of slack many times
larger than the dust heap that Dickens
describes In “Our Mutual Friend.” It
{s near the mouth of the abandoned
mine and will stand there until some
{ngenious American discovers a process
for converting what {8 now considered
waste material into bullding blocks and
paving brick. Then the owner will be
in a position to buy more land and ralse
more C¢Orn.

Any buildings standlng? Yes, one
elght by ten foot shanty with earthen
floor. In It are the charred remnants
of a recent hunter's fire and bits of fur
that needs no Bherlock Holmes to as-
sist In conveying the Information that
sportamen lingared here to satisfy hun-
ger by dining on one of the rabbits
whose tracks are so numerous in thia
depressing place. Henry David Thor-
eau, hermit though he was, would not
have remalned an hour In this lonely
eabin, and Cowper, despite his plain-
tive aighing for a ‘lodge In some vast
wilderness,” would have taken a look
at the placs and fled, nor cast no “long
lingering look behind.” No living thing
there save crows, and they finding
nothing to tempt their voracious ap-
petities, flying circultously westward,
cawing I!mpatiently, “Come on, come
on, come on!™

Ten years ago there was a different
scena. Perhaps 100 homes—modest
atructures such as minersoccupy—satood
in orderly dows, Bustling activity ev-
eryw traine pulling into
town and departing, laden with fuel,
for distant parts of the state. Red
cheeksd, bare-armed, lusty women
hanging the clothes out todryor gossip-
ing at the doors of their houses. Min-
ers smoking company tobacco In nico-
tine-reeki oodb pipes. Ohlldren ev-
erywhere, their light-hearted laughter
sweet music for weary miners trudg-
ing homeward with grimy faces and
empty lunch boxes, The chug-chug of
the engines scarcely ever ceasing, with
shrill whistles at intervals, Indicating
that the pomderous thing of iron and
steel was doing its best.

The miners were an interesting clasa,
as former sheriffs of Kankakee county
can tell. It is said they made whisky
fn their cellars and more than once
blind pigs were ralded, but always too
late, for the village, standing just a half
mile from the Grundy county line, en-
abled {llict distillers to find an easy
haven of refuge from Kankakee offl-
cers. Tracy being uninecorporated,
conld not securd a licenss, but the min-
er must have his dram when hs em-
erged from the pit with dust-caked
throat,

One day there was a conference be-
tween the brown-dorduroyed mine su-
perintendent and the alert president of
the Iifinois Cosl compan

“Velna giving out,”

tazes,
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glad to move to
lively town of Clarke Cliy—such
them as remained in the employ 'of
company. Tracy's sirests

grass-grown. The village was
the crows and rabbiis and to the
paper correspondents.

Years passed. Tracy fad consisted
of about 30 acres—G2 lots and some Ui~
divided land, to be exact. The taxes
were due and unpaid. In the matursl
course of events, each year, the county
treasurer offered the land for sale. No
one cared to buy it. It was not covetad
property. There was an Im
that It was a deserted village of slack
peaps—nothing else.

Inadvertently County Clerk Fred
Mann told the story to 8 newspaper re= -
porter. The fact that a deserted vil-
lage could be bought for $20 became
widely circulated. Chicago, New Yor
8t. Louls and Ban Franclsco papers 1
it. Clerk Mann received 100 letiers
from prospective purchasers. Most of
them were from Chicago, though soms
came from Texas, lowa, Ohlo, I
New York and California, and half &
dozen from New Jersey, There wers
letters from professional, business men,
and persons in the humbler walks of
lite—all eager to get something for i
pothing. All the letters were serious—
very serlous—with ons exception. A
Chicago newspaper man wrote: 3

“Please send up the village of
for inspection, 1f I like it, will buy.”

Many inquiries eame by long distanss:
telephone, and & few by
Clerk Mann, though usually s sweet-
tempered offiofal, grew grouchy toward
members of the local press. He kept
the letters relating to the village of|
Tracy neatly filed, with rubber bands
around them. When stamped envel-
opes were enclosed he answered the let.
ters—briefly—till he became tired. 5
Then he would speak harshly about i
newspapers and newspaper reporters, T
And the two young women deputies ld i
his oficewould look up from their work
and wink solemnly at each other.
¥inally, the time came when the de«
seried village oould be sold, and Mr.
Mann was happy. Such is the story of
Tracy.—Chicago Inter Ocean. .

THE WORLD'S REPUBLICS.

4

i

Their Era Began in 1776 and They
Now Number Twenty-Five.

New York Sun: “Speaking about1ib-
erty and the Fourth of July,” said the
man who is & spellbinder and a statistl-:
elan, “the real era of republics, or the
era of real republics, as you choose,
may be said to have begun in 1776. In
any event, the republlc business m}
dolng much before that date.
will give us a period of 136 years, next
Fourth of Juy, to cover the republic ers,
and the showing, I think, is preity
falr, consldering that the business be-
gan with very little capital and no good
will to speak of. The United States
was the only one on earth, and we
had about 3,000,000 of people. Todaw
there are 25 republica In active operad
tfon and growing every year, with &
population in round numbers of 220~
000,000, The effete monarchles, and the
thrones, and the crowns, and the ty-
rant's heel still have the bulge on about
1,200,000,000 of the world’s 1,400,000,000
of peaple, but they have been getting
in thelr work for 60 centuries, and we
have been at it for only a century and’
a quarter. By gravy, {f we continue to
grow 8 we have for the last century
and & quarter, we will have a popula~-
tlon in 6,000 years of 10,560,000, as
compared with the monarchy of
1,200,000,000 for the same period.

“0Of the 25 republics; all but five are
located in the Western hemisphere,
These five represent 70 of the 220,000,~
000 of republicans, giving something
more than two-thirds to America. The
republics are as follows:

“Argenting, Bolivia, Brazll, Chill,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Frrance,
Gautemala, Haytl, Honduras, Mexico,
Nicar Orange Free Btate, Para~
guay, Peru, Salvador, 8an Domingo,
Switzgerland, Transvaal, United States,
Uruguay, Venesuela, Liberiz and Cuba.

“Cyuba s not on the list yet, but she
wili be, and the Orange Free Biate and
the Transvaal are slightly disfigured,
but they are still in the ring. The big-
gutonemdthebutonellthoﬂut
one! 1 guess I nesdn’'t men ita
name. Fn?:; is second, Brasil third,
and Mexico fourth. The smallest ia the
Orange Free Btate, or what 1s left of it.

“The republic sentiment Is mv‘L:z )
among the colonles of the empires, ;
they are beginning to chafe under the,
yoke which is In reality ter than
their own responsibility d be. But
it {s in the &lr of the present to ba ‘your
own man,' snd the colonists want to
try hustling for themaelves awhile.
The next ome to join our column, tha
great on of progress, will be the
republic of Australis, and the republio
of the Pacific will be one of the fore=
most of the future.”

MADE A GOOD BLUFT.

But It Was Upset by His Wife’ Iack
of Comprehension.

Detroit Free Press: “I hardly think
my wifo sees the joke yet," sald Brown
with & smile, "and T am also {nelined to
think that shs has an idea that I waa
deliberataly trying to creste a false Im.

pression, to which I plead gullty. X

“One night ast week T thought I '.J
heard some one prowling about the g
house, and, as there have besn & num~

ber of house hroken jnto lately, T com- i
cluded that the nolse was made by bur~ |
glars. u!muplnbwmg!
chanoed to glance into the next '
the door of our bedroom belng opes,
and thers stood a sure-enough \
ooolly examining our silverwars. ' i
thin startling disco came the chill-
ing thought that I 't [
as a flrearm in the house. t1
terminad to ‘run & bluft,' so, tursing to
my wife, I sald in & loud vojes;
" ‘Where's my r ..
";.}ohn.' she ,&nntg.tlu a voles
equally a8 loud, ‘there fn't such & thing
in the houss, and you kmow it!"” =
For §120.51 first-class, or $90.71
ond-clasa, one can buy & tickat squal &
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