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Cronje, the soldier, has carved his,

flche Leslde that of Leonidan; Cronje
the man remains to be known outaide
his own brave land. The Bunday Post-
Dispateh thus presents him to  the
American people:

It Is fititng that he, beyond all his
fighting countrymen, should capture
the admiration of the world, since he
more fully represents the Boer and his
aspirations than any other general. He
Is second In command of the republican
forcem, but he Is first In the hearts of
the burghers.

They love Joubert, with his courtly
manners and his crafty generalship;
but Joubert's qualities are the product
of his French ancestry, and he does
nol appeal to their racial Instinets with
the force of his subardinate, Cronje, the
veritabie farmer-soldier, who will atand
for 4Nl time as the type of the Boer In
war and peace,

Cron)e s, first of all, o farmer. Hia
Ife as a civilian Is that of a patriarch.
He rules hix own Llttle tribe with ab-
#olute authority, In the true biblleal
way. and Imposes upon It the obliga-
tiong of worshiping God and of tilling
the moil.

Hia farm, which is near Potchefstrom,
covers L2000 acres. Any Boer farm
would strike an American as a crude
cumay In agriculture, but Cronje's s
komewhat superlor to his neighbors’.

Sl the greater part of 1L Is unfenced
and untillsd

The homestead is a stone bullding of
one #tory, There are half a dozen
rooms, the contents of which could be
replaced for $500. The fMoors through
outl the dwelling consist of the pative
earth, beaten flul and glazed with bul-
loek'™s blood

Ti Are no pletures on

the walls

wr as he i, Cronje desplses art

Its form His reading Is ¢on-
fined to the Bikle, which he knows by
hedart, nnd a4 weekly tewspaper In the
Thateh tongue pubdished in Pretoring,
That a man should find pleasure in
books or paintings or the manifesta-

thons of noture, 15 o him beyond
dorstanding

un-
He comprehends such ec-

centrics under the designations “'rool-
neks” which s applied Impartially to
Englishmen, Americans and other un-

wildome forelgners

He la a sllent man, slmple and God-
fourlng, apired by a passionate deter-
mination that his rove shall be freée,
not wlone from alien dominion, but also
from the Influences of modern luxury.
T him the old and new (estament are
I Hternl truth It 15 recorded of
him that he laughed scornfully when a
“rooinek” whom he met In Johannes-
burg ventured to remiark thiat the sarth
revilved round the sun and not the sun
around the carth

“How ecan that be,” demanded Cronde,
“when the bible tells us that Joshua
caused the sun th stand sl shat he
mieght slagghter hia enemilos?’”

That wettlied the question.

Joshua 18 his favorive biblical charne-
ter—his miltary and religlous ideal. To
his family and dependents and  the
gtrnnger within his gates he loves 1o
readd the story of the Hebrew leader's
bloody fghts with big enemles, and In
going forth against the English he in
lifted with the spiritual exaltation that
nerved Joshua to vanquish the IPhilis-
li[.(h

He hatey politics,. He does not eom-
prefend the wmbition that would lead
unothor mian to make politieal capital
out of the great regard that his gener-
niship has won for him. In %5 he was
strongly urged to oppose Kruger for the
prexilency, but he refused

oberts is an Irishman and a magnin-
cent fghter.  Personal daring has had
no less to do with His advancement thing
skillifu! goneralship

His most famousa achlevement was
the march from Cabul to Kandahar,

With 10,000 men he crossed the great
mountaln ranges of Afghanistan, a dis-
tiance of 300 milen, in twenty daye and
then erushed the formidable Ayoub
Khan The emplre rang out with that
march, and It was only one of the many
martinl feats of the indomitable "Little
Bobs,™

ernd Lord KHehener of Khartoum
bears a title which commemorates
great achievements In arms,

cim o type of the modern soldier.
& a student, an organizer, nn en-
gineer  He ds as cold as lee. In his
eyes o line of infantry i no more than
f wythe, a body of cavalry no more
than a projectile. Of personal valor he
mauy be richly capable, but his method
of warfare doss not glve It opportuni-

nis=
hi=

ties. Me has n brain that can  plan
great, tediuvus  operations, foresecing
dific aities and overcoming them In ad-

yanc
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One of the most diffloult and peculiar
surgical operations ever attempted in

E LION OF SOUTH AFRICA.”
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By P. Louter Wessels, SBecretary of
the Natlonal Boer Relief associntion:
Pieter Amoldus Cronje, the general
from the Transvasl who Is fighting for
and with the people of the Orange Fre:
State, may well be called the “Lion of
South Africa.” He has proved his valor
and has done his duty. It is not the
hablt of the people of Bouth Africa to
worship a hero, Every man standt
ready to fight for his country,

General Cronje Is known by reputa-
tion In the Orange Free State, although
his life has been spent beyond the Vaal
Like many of our people, he is of Hu-
guenot descent, and settied in our parl
of the world under the Dutch East In-
din company.

Hig people Joined In the Great Trek of
1546, and he settled with them o the
north of the Transvaal

We first heard of Cronje in 15881, when
he was elected Commandant General of
the burgher troops of Potchefstroom di-
vislon. Against him was pitted Major
Clarke of the British army in that ycar
of warfare which ended at Majuba hill
Major Clarke capltulated to General
Cronje. The peace papera were signed
by them.

General Cronje ocupled a very Im-
portant position and figured conspleu-
ously in the settlement of these diffl-
culties. Let me say here that we of
South Africa consldered Gladstone the
fairest statesman England ever had

Cronje has a great hedrt as well a8 a
great head. He treats his prisoners with
the greatest conslderation,

Here Is how we of the Orange Froe
State came to have Cronje at the head
of our troops: Our own commanding
generi] was General Gideon Joubert, no
relation to Plet Joubert, but he was 1o
old to direct the forces on the fleld, hav.
ing reached his eightiath year. It was
agreed betwesn the Orange Free Stuli
nnd the South African Hepublie
the Pree State should send men to Uhe
wouthern border of the Transvasl. Gen-
eral Cronde for A time was ot Lhe Blegs
of Mafeking, but he wos ordored U
Joln Commundant Lubbe's Free Stote
forces al Magerafontein when It wus
learned that General Methuen, with
Kimberley. Cronje brought 5,000 men
only with him

Cronje took command of the united
fories. Hb §s o clear-headed and deter-
mined man. A man of uncHnmen con-
mon gense and o brave man.

[ wus in Moemfontein before the war
I eaw Sir Alfred Milner ride througt

peet,
tled. Brabani, now of Brabant's horse
sidl he would ride the length and

WorEe, but e was told that he could not
Ao It with ten times that force.

While we weleome Cronje as the lend
er of the Free State forees, we wish
thist our brave 014 Gldeon Joubert were
able to take the Acld, He fought in the
Basuto war, His strategical planning
was marvelous. Indeed, the nrt of strat-
egy 18 born in South Africn, There i
something about the topography of the
country which leds ftself to such skill
and wars with the natives have added

to the Boers' abllity th stand off the
enemy.
Like Amerlen, South Afriea ralses

men of the moment, and, unllke many
generals, our lenders confer with the
humblest private and follow advice, 1]
congidered good, no matter whence the
SOUrce,

Althouih we do not allow an ordinary
burgher to come and moke suggestions
interviews with men In camp are rée
garded as part of the plan of oRm
pulgn,  Our generals and fisld cornels
miy be seen listening to an ordinary
woldier. In this way [dens are developed
and good plans ensue,

1f & man's advice (s followed his rise
from the ranks Is [mmedinte, and thus
there afe always men in line for pro-
mution,

Mr. brother, €. H. Wessels, {a chalr-
maun of the war council, He was in the
Basuto war, but that was nothing. 1t
may be sald that this s his first ox
perienca tn warfare. He has read eve
ervthing on the art, however, He ls
student of Napoleon and Washington.
He recently vielted England. As aore-
sult he |8 carrying on the work ke
an old campnigner.

1 have beon in the United States but
a short time, but letters and visitors
are overwhelming in thelr expressions
of good will. T accept no offers frivm
thosxe who want to fight for the Boers,
but 1 tell them to walt, The time may
Come,

1f you see a boy and a man fighting
and the hoy is dolng pretty well you de
not interfere, do you? But once let the
man overpower the boy and you will
separate them.

The South African Republic nnd the

A CHISEL IN HIS
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af o bullet, had entered where the
wound was over the nore and had taken
downward course.  The Keen edge
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Murviind was successfully perfor rm-d|l:”““ cotemont and cut through fHesh,

81 Jospphs hospital, In Baltimore,
ILouln Melane Tifany, us-

Carey Giambie and other

ut
when Prof
pinted by In

musele arid Bope untll 10 rested against
the vertebrad

In the operatlion
chloroformed and

the
wn

sufferer
inciglon

WilE
made

giirgeons of the hospital, removed from | oo thae under 1ip to the right slde of

the head of Charles . Barker a Blee]
chisel four and one-nall Inches long,
one dnch wide and once.guarter of an

Jnch thick. The operation nsted only o
littie over half an hour, and there are
gond chances of the man's recovery.
Me Hiarker ia employed by the Gelsgr
Ppanufacturing company of Waynes.
bore, Pa., nnd was attending a wood:
working machine which containe two
steel chisels that made 1,200 revolutions
a minute. He was leaning over the
machine when the chisels were driven
out by the tremendous  cenlrifugal
foree., He wias wounded over the bridge
of the nose, and the wound, which wis
& Cut an lneh wide, was dressed as any
ordinary wound. One of the chisels
wans found, but the other one was not,
A few days later Mr, Barker suffered
partinl puralysis and was brought to
Baltimore and taken to St Joseph's
hospital. There Prof. Tiffany examined
him and suspected the chisel wis n
his head. The X-rays were resorted o
and showed his surmise Lo be correct
Phe sharp tool hurled with the force

When Good Stomach, one of the Sloux I.

Indlans with the Nouveau Clrque in
Parin, wan pleked up in the sirect
drunk and inarticulate, the pollee spont
the time In which he was wobwring wp
in hunting all over the ¢ity and sur-
rounding country for an interpreter of
the Bloux langunge. ‘They did mot find
one. When the noble red man ragnined
the mastery of his voeal chorda It wan
found that he spoke nothing but Eng-

Ush.

| the nose at ity top

The fosh was then
Indd back and & portlon of the superlar
maxillary removed with bané foreepe

| Through this opening the chisel was
removed with forceps, Wwithout much
force belng exerted,  The wound was

powed up and the Lo hed

He will recayer

patient put

Molbourne, Auntralia, a city with 500,.
B0 population pnd rapldly growing, has
taken an advanceed stand for municipal
aownership, It owns absolutely Its own
gas works, and last year mide @ profit
af over $1,500,000, The strest rallway
wystom will moon revert to I, when It
wlill transport passengers o distance of
three to five miles for 1 cent. Long ago
it ndopted the cight-hour law for all
city employes. It provides for the froe
tranaportation of school children. It
furnishien free empioyment exchanges
and one of the finest gchonl systoms
In the world, Next to Parls It is the
equal of any.

One of the newest forms of the bolers
Jacket appears Lo have no fastening wl
all, but ia hooked Invisibly under the
fronts, toward the wide geams The mox
dreapy styles aro of open guipure cul
round and jow at the neck, renching 1o
the walst In w polnt ot the eenter ol
the back and front, and arching up
slightly bensath the srms, so that o
portion of the allk or satin under the
bodice In In evidence.

Corlginal army of 10,000 Boers which re-
that |

N .

SWEET

EARTS
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The Boer women fought side by side
with the men In thelr herole defense of
Koodoosrand.

This is a revelation at which eveéen
England stands sghast.

It appears to be true, as many famil-
lar with the Boers have predicted, that
the women will shed thelr blood with

the men in defence of the last Inch of
Transvaal and Free State territory.

Again and again has this prediction
been made, but little attention has been
pald to it. 1t Is now beglnning to have
u  terrible  significance, Statermnents
made from time to time by British sol-
diers glve confirmation of

A war In which women take part will
be awful beyond edseription. They will
surely urge their men to the last pitch
of desperation, while the enemy will
have the alternative of killing women
or belng ruthlessly slaughtercd thems
selves,

Buch a war as this has never taken
place In modern times., The most strik-
ing instance of It is the great struggle
of the Dutch, the ancestors of the
Hoers, against Bpanish tyranny, in
which women not only fought, but In
several instances led men. Motley tells
how the Dutch women tore out the
hearts of the Spaniards and flung them
in the faces of the enemy.

The Boer woman Is g strange figure,
apart from this age, uncouth, herole,
possesging boundless courage and the
bgotry of her husband in an exagger-
atled degree, It |

With the 5,000 Boers who reslsted for
it week the assault of 60,000 British
troaps In that death hole in the Modder
river were the wives, sweethearts, chil-
dren and other women relatives of the
defenders. They had sccompinled {he

gigted Méthuen's pdvance and slaugh-
tered the Highland brigade at Magérs-
fontein,

It was not that the Boers took their

24,000 men, was on his way to :--Itn-w'l

thi strects of our capital with his face | Transvial the rich are as ready as the
B did not want the difficulty sot- | poar to givie thelr Jives in defence of

bresdth of the Free State with 4,000

| fraft

wives, The women Insisted on going.
They sald it wns their right. The frec.
dom of thelr country was a8 much to
them as to the men. As the mothers
went, they had to tuke thelr children,
for there would have been no one |oft
look after them at home, They
would have been loft to the mercy of
the Kalflrs,

To sl the example, Mrs. Cronje, wife
of the ablest general of the Boers; ac-
cornpunied her husband. He 1s & rich
man, probably a milllonalre, but in the

thelr country. 1t may be added that
thers are mo poor, In Lthe European
senge, In that country,

What n spectacle was that—the wife
of the great and rich man of the Trans-
vanl doing her duty under the murder
ona fire of 50,000 soldiers! That slmple
old Hoer housewlfe made coffee, cooked
food, nursed the wounded, earried am-
munition, while & hall of rifie bullets
and lyddite shells charged with polson-
ous vapor filled the bend of the Maod-
der river with death and discase, Dy-
ing men and anlmals lay all around,
fut ghe culmly went on with her work,
her own safety being the Inst thing
#he thought about. There s no more
Hernde spectgele than this in all history.

Bven when the British genceral offered
to suspend hostilities while the women
with thelr chlldren went out,they would
not hear of 1t It was Cronfe who sur-
rendered first. The women stayed with
him to the last, and perhaps we ghall
lenrn thal they oppased the surrender,
| which appenred Inevitable to his calm-
er wisdom.

In one of his reports Lord Reherta
|stutes that there were 170 wounded and
lslek Boer women and children in hils

to their husbands, as ordinary women
would be. They cooked the food, car-
ried ammunition.and nursed the wound-
¢d at most times, but whenever neces-
gary they fought with their rifles. It
Is owing to them that the Boer gen-
erils have no occaslon to worry about a
rommissariat. The service which these
women perform for the Boers occuples
about 10,000 men in the Britlsh army
in South Africa, who are thus with-
drawn from the fighting force,

The Boer women are almost without
exception god shotw, good horsewomen

and accustome dio all the hardships of
campalgning. These quallties have been
developed by the guccessive treks, or
Immigrations, they have made and the
ordinary Ute they lead In the Trans.
vaal, In middle life the Boer woman
weligha from 160 to 200 pounds, without
any of the helplessness that would lm-
ply In an Amerlcan woman. She can
shoot & Hon or an antlelope from horse-
back, or a man, if there ls occasion
for It

Every Boor woman of middle life has

hospitnls,
These Hoer women were not a burden
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Dias Marinax, Provinee of Cavite, Jan. |
5, —"Your soldiers somoetimes get drunk |

and our Moros never do,'" sald one l-ti
the Sulu chleftdlns tp General Bates, |
“and your soldiers are equally strange |
about women. If they find a sltrange |
girl alone and unprotected in the woods
they give her food and take her to a
place of safety, making her weakness
her strength, Our Moros have always
thought her falr game."

Even the natlves of Luzon are now
awnre of the superh charjcteristics of
the white soldler. They recognize |t as
a fact, if they do not understand it for
they understand very little about us
and we understand very little
them, Before the putbreak (L was Inex-
pllenble them how a soldier who
gels drunk can fght. Now they know
ihat the goldier who geis drunk will
fight. The process of education s slow
idl costly.

Last spring when our forces entered a
town, 1T there was any one left behintd,
he was elther ol dor feeble In this
provinee of Cavite, where we are the
most bitterly hated, as our  column
marched unopposed from Tmus to Das
Marinas yesterday, the wormen and
ehilldren were in the nlpn houses which
lined the roadside.  Bome of them had
to #ell iy the soldiers. Many of
thom smilod as If they were really sin-
ocere

As long as they are present we know
that we shall not receive a valley from
cover, at least within the pext guarter
of A& mile. But excepting the old men,
not & slugle male sdult was presont
The Filipino man who appears within
mange of our skirmish line runs the
risk of Lelng shot as an {nsurgent. 17
he Is In the apen very often he I8 shot
With a view to his own Interest, the
Insurgent soldler wears Do uniform.
Our skirminh line does not niwayns dis-
cern whether or not the figure ahead
In earrying a rifle. Tt he runs, the
chances nre agiinst him.  Instead of
xaying that we outrage the women, the
Insurgent leéaders now try to keep up
the courage of thelr men by asserting
that we give no quarter.

We walted until the natives of Cavite
had harvested thelr rice before we sont
out an expodition to harvest their rifles
It is estimated that there are three or
four thousand rifies In the provinde
fienernl Otis, who made all the plank of
the eampalgn, hoped 1o round up most
of these by sending Schwan around in
thelr rear, only Lo find that they coull
march as fast, If not faster, than
Behwan,

Conslderinig 1ty purpose, the eampalgn
has been n fallure, We wont ot It an if
wo expeoted stern reslatance. Perhaps
woe goL as many as two hundred rifles,
The rest of the enemy nimply walked
away. They are now (n Batangas prov-

nhant

to

hnd some experience in the Innumerable
L]
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tangns and Cavite. We shall have to
follow them to the end of the island.

General OUs may have to walt some
time before he has troops enough to
gpare for thle. With the Islands of
Samar and Leyte as yet unocupied, he
needs every man of the 65000,

A good proportlon of the troops that
have taken Cavite will be needed to
garrison It, In this hotbed of the In-
surrection we have absolutely no
friends. The women who smiled st us
from the roadslde will assist with in-
formatlan their brothers, their huys-
hands or their fathers who are beyond
aur line

The great surpassing military virtue
of the Fillpine saldier {= that he keeope
contact, This is especially and wonder-
fully teue of the Cavitoltes. They keep
Jugt without the range Of our rifles
wolng before us or followlni us up. An-
other unarmed man ncts us courler,
carrying the Informatlon of the out-
posts ek to Hesdgquarters,

A® an organization for dodging our
blows, the Fllipino army is superh, Con.
widering Ite number, s poor mirkss
manship and the Incapability of the
Filipino foldier to fight in the open, i1
accnmplishes some femarkable Teats in
wearing out our troops. The enemy’s
saldler finds food at any nipa hut where
he iy paase on hie mren.  We must
carry our faod with us,

The three regiments undier Wheaton
here are voluntesrs: who have but lates

Iy wrrived, Of course thelf ontposte
hrought In o great many prisoners at
first. 1t is o proud thing for an outpost

to take n prisoner, but his enthuslasm
waon dleg out, for he moets with no
encourngement

What we want Ix rifles and not pris-
oners. In fact, It Ik generally unders
stood that prisoners are not to be
taken any more,

We kil all that we ean of a band
that 1= retreating, take the rifles of
those we capture and let them go. A
prisoner |8 simply an elephant on our
hands.

(ieneral Bates has been releasing man
after man that has heen brought In,
and tomorrow the outposts will not be
putting themselves 10 ukeless trouble,

The evidence that the sutpost has
agninst the prisoner 18 thut he ls carry-
ing a holo knife, But cvery Fliipine
carrles n bolo. Tt 18 his agricultural
and ‘oulitnry apparatus.  Hes  work
with It In his garden; he huallds his
nouse: he siite hig bamboo and  he
opens hig coconnut with 1t Ungues-
tonably, if he oan get behind an Amer-
fenn soldier unseen he will kil him
with 1t

One of the prisoners brought In Inst
night had a large and susplelous look.
fn bundle. It was opened in the pres-
ence of General Bates, who Is always

Llnu. or in ths mountains between Ba-

patlent and brond-minded, It contain-

F INTRENCHMENTS.
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AND WIVES FIGHT FOR
COUNTRY IN T

native wars, Often the trekking Boers
would to construct a laager to resist
the unslaught of & horde of Zulus, The
great trek wagons would be placed In
& circie, while the men, resting on them,
would shoot the advancing blacks with
their unerring rifles, while others would

gtand behind with axe in hand to chop
off the heads of any Zulus who should
crawl under the wagons,

With all these combative gualities the
Boer womun sets up an example of true
womanhood by ralsing an enormous
family. In personal appearance she 18
not displeasing, a8 many ill-natured
and ill-mannered writers assert she is.
Only upon the artificial and unwhole-
some theory that women ought not to
be robust can she be criticlsed. She
has almost Invariably & fine complexion
—bronzed, but ruddy—which lasts even
to old age.

The Boer woman s the absolute ruler
of her household within doors. Her
husband spends much of his time hunt-
ing and looking after his cattle and
Kaffirn. When he comes home to smoke
his pipe on the stoep he interferes in
no way with his vrouw, Mrs, Kruger
has no oplnlons on politics except those
of her able husband, but at home she
is the ruler and saves every cent of
the president's salary, It 1s said.

The dress of these women s exceed-
Ingly picturesqgue and varied. One In-
evitable feature of It Is a large sun
bonnet, necessitated by the fierce Af-
rlcan sun. This s evidently & modifi-
cation of the natlonal head dress of
the women of ancestral Holland, The
various types of Dutch coiffure may be
traced among the Boer women.

There |8 no doubt that we shall henr
more and more of the fighting quallties
of the Boer women in this war. As the
sltuation of thelr country becomes
more desperate, they will eome to the
front. Many reports which have hLeen
made on this subject have received too
Httle attention,

A dolondal soldler with Buller's army
writes that before the battle of Colénso
he heard the voices of women and chil-
dreos in the Boer trenches. He could
hardly belleve hig own ears, but after
the battle a dremmer of the King's
Own Borderers told him that In the
milddle of the charge he saw women
carrying belts of cartridges to thelr
hugbands, They wnlked across the open
ground behind the first line of trenches,
which was swept by bullets, Behind
woere littlee hildren carrying bags of
bullets. Many were Killed,

When the women went hack from the
trepches carrying empty bhelts the FEng-
li&h thotight the Boers were retreating
and redoubled thelr fire,

A sergeant of the Scots Fuslleers
sayvs that the Boers bury thelr dead in
a sort of well and that In them were
many bodles of women and children,

Many forelgn observers hive warned
the British that If they conguer the
Boer men they cannot conguer the wo-
men. One of these observers 8 Dr. A,
Kuyper, an éducated Dutchman and a
member of the States General of Haol-
land, He writés in the Revue des
Deux Mondes, the leading French mug-
azine. He explains that he Is an ad-
mirer of British institutions and that
tor that reason he 18 particularly griev-
ol to see England engaged in a war of
conquest against a free people,

He deciares that England can only
muceeed by exterminating the Boer race,
because the women will fight after all
the men are dead, He concludes:

“As long a8 the lloness of the Trans-
vaal, surrounded by her cubs, shall roar

against England from the summit ot
the Drakensberg, the Boers will not
be forever subdued.”

| ed about gix palrs of American soldlers'

drawers.

“1 pleked them up In a field," he sald,

“That 18 a very stralght story. Very
likely he could, and very Hkely he dld.
Lat Rim go,' sald the general,

The aplnion of the whole army s not
the opinlon of General Bates, We often
henr the expression “That the only
guod Flllpino g a dead one. SBhoot ev-
ery man Jack of them that we find
snooping around our lines,"

The plan which many officers openly
favor Is to drive the whole population
0f the southern provinces before us
until famine and distress make them
cry for mercy.—Post-Digpatch.

Cannlbal Don't Like White Man,

Canniballsm |8 not so prevalent today
a8 it was a quarter of o century ago.
It Is necegsary (o penetrate to very re-
mote parts of the world where the ax-
plorer and the misslonary have not cars
ried clivilizing influences, There are
many tribes of savages, however, now
In a geml-civillzed state, who, not 8o
many vears ago, were the worst kind ot
cannibals, A milsgiopary the othér day
who has Just returned from o sojourn
of many yeurs among cannibals, gave

same interesting Information about
this.  All the present generntion, he
sald, are converted to elvilized prac-
thees, In large part, and only the old

folks retnin memories of the barburous
ofkles the tribe used to indulge in,
“Unce,” sadd the missionary, “when &
Hew young man came to Join me, one of
the first things he confided th me was
that he wis very unxlous to see (nd
talk ton reald live canndbal, According-
Iy 1 sent for one of the pld, gray-headed
men of the tribe, who had beon wa flerce
warrlor in days gone hy. He was a

us profoundly ws he entered, As he
caould speak only hls native language,
I had to interpret for the curlous young
man.

“‘Huave you rveally
flesh ™ he nsked.

“1 interpreted this, and the lame old
sivage grinned and nodded his head.

*'Yes, frequently, when [ was n
voung man,’ ws the reply, with a grin.

“opdd you eat white men?

Y ew, whenever they  eould
caught.’

“And pecple of your own color?

“iAlways, when we made war, we
ate our captives, If we were victorlous;
If not, they ate us'

“ ‘Which tasted the best—white man
or black?

“‘Hlack man best: nice and Juley.
White man tough and too salty.’
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While the dresa sxirt still fits smooth-
Iy about the hips, the marked advan-
tnge of graceful lnes s not lgnored,
The shirt flares out prettily, but not
abnormally on the best French models.
Skirte In pleated form will have an-
questioned relgn for two aragons to
vome, and in the handa of wvarlous
noted atellers they are Increasing with
exiraordinary rapldity,
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Next summor will witness at Newport
the soclety debul of Miss May Goelet,
whn {8 helress to §20,000,000 in her own

eaten  human
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THE RURAL MAIL
DELIVERY SYSTEM

(Homestead.)

Great Interest is felt In the subjest
3f rural free mall delivery, and we have
yet to hear of & farmer who does mot
favor it. Indeed the only objectors, ao=
cording to the official reports of the
special agents of the rural free delivery
system, are the postmanters at small
offices, some country storekeepers im
whose places of business the offica I8
kept and saloonkeepers whose business
is reduced when the necessity for fre=-
quent visits to town is taken away. On
the 1st of November last, rural free
delivery was In successful operation
from 383 distributing points in
states and one territory., Indeed,
only states where there was no rural
delivery were Idaho, Misslssippl, M
tana and Wyoming. We are in receipt
of a considerable number of inguiries
in regard to how a rural community
should proceed in order to secure fres
delivery. One correspondent writes as
follows:

"l have noticed & number of times Iy
your valuable paper items and articles

referring to rural free mall delivery, &
subject of gpeclal Interest to me. There
is no question but we will get it in time,
but life is too short to walt long for
Improvements. It 18 every man's

to help make and get Improvements.
What would be a greater improvement
in this country that rural free mail
delivery? [ have talked to & great
many about it, and all are in favor of
it, and when we all want it 1 can sea
no good reason why we should not hava
it, except, perhaps, that we are llkas
bashful children, who, when asked If
they would Jike a plece of cake, though
the cake may be very tempting, are
afrald to say yes, That seems to ba
the way with us, Our Uncle Samuel
has been offering it to us, but we don't
geom to get after it 1 would like ta
gee the question, “Free Rural Mall De-
livery; Would It Be Beneficial to Far-
mers, and in What Way?" digcussed In
the Specinl Farmers' Institute edition.
I can think of no improvement that
would mest with more favor, unless it
would be the telephone. The farmer
wilks after his team all day, and whemn
he goes in for the night, feeling the
need of rest, he often filnds he must go
to & nelghbor's on an errand, or per=
haps Lo town, when, if there was & ra-
ral telephone system he could stay at
home and rest. Is thers any reason why
the farmer should not enjoy these cons-
venlences? 1 would like to write more
on this important subject, but will only,
ask a question or twe and cloge. How
ares the trial dellvery routes arranged?®
Must they start from some large town
and end at another? Do they take in &
certaln preseribed territory? What
would be the proper way to go about it
to get one established?’

We cordially colncide with this corre-
gpondent in his advocacy of increased
tactlitles for communication in the rural
diatricts, both by free delivery and by
the telephone. As to the method by
which the routes are established, the
regulations of the department require
thut all serviee of this kind must be
originated upon petitions, presented by
the people desiring it, through thelr
senatoryg or ﬂ-prp;-lentali\'es in congreas.
Wherever it s practicable to do so the
petition must be accompanied by &
rough map showing the country to be
traversed, with & general statement as
to the number and avocations of the
people who are to be served. Where
roads are good no rural route should ba
less than twenty-five miles In length,
and there should not be less than one
hundred famllles within eash reach of
each route. As the purpose Is to fur-
nish rural free delivery, the petition
must not be for service that would ba
a mere adjunct to city delivery, by giv-
ing a suburban service to resldents
within two or phree mijes of the post=
office in the city. The route must start
from & postoffice, but does not neces-
garily end at one, though it often passes
by country postoffices and renders serv-
fce 80 good as to lead to the discontine
uance of such offices, .

When the petition and may have been
pregented through the congressman, &s
above Indicated, the department di-
rects a special agent to examine the
proposed routs, map it out more exactly
and bond the carrler, The special
agents have no authority to lay out &
route without previous instructions to
make the survey, and no route must ba
put In operation after survey without
specific instructions.

When the order I8 lssued for [ts es-
tabllshment the postmaster of the dis-
tributing office Is advised of the length
and boundaries of the routes which the
carriers must follow, The carriers are
placed under his control, and their pay
is $400 per annum. The postmaster is
also directed to see that boxes are put
up by the patrons of the delivery at
convenient points, so that the carrier
ean place mall mutter in them and take
it from them without alighting from
his wvehicle. This Is the substance of
the regulations for establishing free
ruril routes,

Another correspondent raises the
question of rural mall delivery in com-
nectlon with star routes in the follow=
Ing letter! '

“What method should one take to
procure rural mail delivery? Could it
be carried In connectlon with a star
route, or would it have to be alone?"

tnll and stately fellow, and he sainted |

The first fngquiry In thig letter has al-
rendy been sufficiently answered. Under
present vegulations the rural delivery
route I8 wholly Independent of slar
routes in the same territory, and fre-
quently leads to thelr discontinuance,
ae well as the discontinuance of amall
postoflices, because furnishing better
serviee. A bl was Introduced In con-
gress Februnry 13th, however, to extend
free delivery of mail flong star routes.
The first gection provides that all con-
tracts for carrying mall on star routes
made after the passage of the act shall
Include the deposit in proper boxes,
placed along the line of the routes for
thia purpose, without charge to ths ad-
dressecs of any mail matter that may
be entrusted (o the carrier for such dis-
tribution, by any postmaster on the
road. The remaining sections of the
bill consist of detalls, merely, as ta
how It 1s proposed to carry on the free
rural distribution in connection with
star routes. Should the bill pass, it will
at the next letting of star routes, estab-
ligh free rural dellvery very generally
il over the country.
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The Dulter and Cheese Makers' asso-
cintion of Minnesotia has adopted reso-
litlone nsking legislation establishing
a board of examiners whose duty it
shall be o examine all butter
eheese makers gy to their quallfcations
The resolution is based on the al
tion that im-ump{-um: men nr: injur-
Ing the reputntion of the state &8 &
“pilt-sdged” butter state. It I sald
that thern are men in the stals N
are taking charge of factories for §

a month.




