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~ UNLAWFUL EXECUTIONS

IN THE ARMY AND NAVY
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General Otis, from the far-off Philip-
has expressed his wish that
ent McKinley allow the execu-
tion of the sentence of death passed
by & court-martisl upon two soldiers
found gulity of sssault upon two Fill-
no women. From the nature of the
‘ense and In view of thé command-
Ing general’s recommendation the bes
Itef seems to be that the president will
not interfere with the shooting of the
two condemned enlisted men.

‘The articles of war in the regulations
governing the army and navy provide
that no death sentence shall be carried
out without the approval of the chiel
executive. Times have been In the
twin services, however, when the exi
gencles of discipline have seemed tu
demand that soldlers and sallors should
be shot or strung up without awaiting
for word elther of approval or disap-
proval from headquarters at Washing-
ton. A few of these summAary execu-
tons mark the last chapters of some
of the most thrilling tales of campaign
life on s¢a and land,

One of the earllest of these “death
examples’”’ set by commanding officers
in the fleld who constituted themselves
the last reviewing authority, was that
of & quarter-blood Beminole Indian,
who enlisting in the Unlited States ar-
my, endeavored to betray the brave
lttle band of Major Dade to the hostlle
reds In the everglades of Florida. The
story of thils execution and of the cir-
cumstances leading up to It Is but Ht-
tle more today than an army tradi-
tion, the whale thing belng Involved in
much mystery., Not long after the
shooting of the quarter-breed Dade'a
entire command was annihilated by the
B8eminoles. Almost the only thing to-
day which recalls that tragedy In the
swamps Is a plaln white marble shaft
which rises at West Point, not far
from Kosclusko's Garden, to commem-
orate the death of Dade and hisg 300
Intrepid followers.

If a man will plcture to himself the
sensation that would have been In
the United Siates If Admiral Dewey
bad strung up to the yardarm "untll
he waa dead” the son of Becretary of
War Alger on Lthe charge of mutiny
and had done this without communi-
cating with the suthorities at Wash-
{ngton, he may get some adequate fden
of the excitement of the American peo-
ple in the yvear 1543, when it was learn-
#d that Captaln Alexander Slidell Mac-
kenzie of the brig Somers had hanged
Enslgn Philip Spencer, the son of Pres.
Ident Tyler's Becretary of War, John
C, Spencer. This execution took place
on the high eens and with Ensign
Spencer were hanged Ordinary Seaman
8mall and Boatswain's Mute Cromwell,
Prior to being ordersd to the Bomers
Bpencer had been on & vessel in the
Aouth Atlintle squadron and while
there had become Involved In  some
practices which secured his removal
from his veasel, He was saved from
dismissal from the service by sheer
force of his father's political Influencs
When he was ordered o Captain Mac-
kenzie's brig, that offlcer objected to
the asslgnment, saying that he had n
use for the “‘base son of an honored
father,”

Spencer went along, however, and
for a while behaved himslf falrly well
There were tweive officers on the brig
with a crew of twelve able seamen and
about wninety apprentice boys,  The
Somers’ destination was the African
rofmst, where It was to ald In the pro-
tection of American commerce. When
It was aboul half way across |t wis
noticed that Spencer was hobnobblng
with the crew: that he was giving to-
bacco to some of the men and brandy
and money to others.

One night & seaman named Wales
imparted secretly to Captain Macken-
gie the detalls of & plot concocted by
Bpencer to murder all the ofMcers and
to selze the brig for the purpose of
enlering upon a career of plracy. The
story that Wales told was so horrible
in fte outlines that Captaln Mackenzle
treated It at first with ridiculs, but
the actions of certaln members of the
crew soon showed that there was some-

vonsultation and agreed that Spencer's
| arreat was lmperative. The crew as-
sembled at evening quarters, when the
secretary of war was arrested. Upon
his person was found the detalls of the
plan for killing the oMicers, seiglng Lhe
ship and the throwing overboard of the
yOunger apprentices, whom the paper
riferred to ax “‘useless blscuit con-
sumers.” The document was writlen
ciitirely In Greck, Spencer being a
clussical scholar. Luckily there was
dnother officer on board who read the
language.

After the seizing of Spencer many ot
the crew became disobedient, sullen
and mutinous in action. Then Captain
Mackenzle ordered the arrest of Small
and Cromwell. After this the sullen
ones among the crew behaved worse
than ever. The officers held & consul-
tiation and It was agreed that uniess
un example was set the Somers would
meet the fate of the bounty. They
signed & recommendation that the
three ringleaders be hanged &t the
yardarm. The three culprits were
strung up, Spencer and Small confess-
Ing thelr gullt and saying that they
deserved their fate. When the Bomers
reached New York Captain Bomers
communicated with the depurtment. A
court of Inquiry was ordered and he
was cleared from any blame. In spite
of this fact, hia chief, the secretary of
the navy, ordered his arrest on the
charge of murder. He was tried and
acquitted by . board of officers and
Presldent Tyler approved the verdlet.

After the close of the civil war Gen-
eral Custer was ordered to western
Kansas to check the ravages of the
Klowas, Comuanches and Arapahoes, He
wias then a lleutenant colonel In the
regular establishment, but he had an
independent command in the fleld. Cus-
ter was al a long distance from head.
quarters and with po means of com-
munleation, During months of cam-
paigning he was pradically a law
unto himself, He crushed the Indians,
and, to use hi®x own words, he expected
when he returned to clvilization to &t
lenst have it sald to him, “You have
done well.”

Instead of this verbal patting on the
back from hig superiors, however, Cus.
ter was ordered under arrest on the
charges of eruelty and of excecding his
authority In the fleld. It was declared
at the time that Custer had ordered a
detall of men under & non-commisslon-
vd oficer to go out from camp and
bring back some men who, having se.
cured some Hquor, were having a Jolli-
featlon wt a Jdistance on the pralrie,
It was charged that he ordered the
gorgeant to shoot the men In cise they
refused to return. The men, being bl
larious with liquor, did refuse to return
and the order of death was carried out.

The army execution most pathetic in
detall and surrpundings and yet which
wits wholly Justifiable apparently by
the circumsiunces, wuas the shooting
of Private C. B. Hénry by urder of
Lieutenant Greely in the far north.
Greely's party was starving to death
Ita condition was geiting more terriblse
every day. A few shrimps and & littly
edible moss wus all that the explorers
eould get to sustain [fe. Some of them
were already dead from  starvation
Henry was detected on several ocon-
sfons steallng more than his share of
the food. He wis warned three times
and hla offense wus condoned. The
other members of the purly saw Henry
gulning in stréngth day by day, while
they wenkened with starvation. Then
once maore he wan detected stealing
food. Greely wrote out an order of ex-
ecution, loaded three rifles, two with
ball and one with & blank cartridee
and give the weapons with the death
witrrant to three men, An hour later
from far over the loe floe came the re-
ports of three rifies. Henry was dead
After the rescue the report of the ex-
ecutlon was sent to Washington. One
of the shortest orders ever Issued from
the war department was the ansawer:
“No court of Inguiry necessary. H. C
Drum, adjutant general.”

{ thing In the wind. The officers held a
|

“ VANDERBILT ROI

Young Alfred CGwynne Vanderbilt
hurried In & special train from San
Franclsco to New York ten days ago,
that the will of his father, the late
Cornellus  Vanderbilt,
and the world know how the estate |s
to be divided. Om the way, from Kear-

ney, Neb, to Chlcigo, he had for his’

guest, a4 trainp. In fact, the tramp was
on the traln all the way, but young
Vanderbllt did not know it. He was
carefully stowed wunder the trucks in
a smiall hammock and got along nles-
Iv until Kearney was reachsd There
he was found smoking a pipe.  The
trainmen saw the smoke, thought
wada & hot box and discoversd him

Young Vanderbilt thought It was
preat Joke

He surveyed the outfit and aske
questions.  The tramp tells 1t this way

“What I8 your name? asked M

Vanderbilt

vRam Marks,!" [ said. 1t ain't tho',
for my name I8 Bill Henderson.

“Well, Sam, what is your business?”

“I'm a traveler. My health ain't good,
wo 1 1ike & change of climate once in
# while. Frisco in rather chilly, espe-
vinlly to sfrangers.’”

Then the youngk man liughed as he
{ouk a quick Inok at me and again ex-
amined my outgt.

“Wha may you he?" [ asked, ns |
dosed In on him. “May | ask why
you examine my outfit that way ™"

“Oh, I meant no offense,” he sald,
waving off the traln beys, who began
to reach for me. *“T'm Alfred Vander-
bill. I'm m traveler, too, and a bit of
a phllosopher llke yourself, May 1 ask
why you ride thare when you might be
in the ear?”

I nearly fell dead nnd them rall.
roaders looked as though they were
agninat it. Then 1 got mysell together
and sald: “I reckon I'd & had a 'gevll
of 4 time breaking Into that car.

“Oh, 1 don't know about that” he
sald, with a funny grin on his face,
“jjut we won't discuss that, This Is my
ear and we have an exira room or two.
Won't you join us for the rest of your
trip? 1 w"uu.ld enjoy hearing some of

U ex #nces.”

’?Irthll"l': you, Mr. Vanderblit,” 1 sald
as soon ax | got my breath; “but I'm
more comfortable hers. TYou see g‘m

rfectly safe and, d—n it, man' 1

lurted, “we tramps ain't used to this
gort of thing. Besides, I would not be
at all comfortable in there. 1 will take

rigging and wish you good
luck.”

" t Mr, Marks,” sald the
et .n"‘cuuductor. this man Ia
rest of his journey,

disturbed. 1 am
sorry you wuihm join us, but hope
at dinner.”
to_see r:.l Sourd and
1

. The brake-

came along and told me roughly
b not delay the train.

might be read

YE WITH TRAMPS.
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| 1T dove In under the car and sung out,
“All right!™ and off we went. We got
to Omaha before | got my senses back.
To tell the truth, I don't know much
about that run-in across the big Mis-
rounl, Then 1 received a message from
the porter to come In and tiuke dinner
but my nerves had gone back on me. I
wiis wondering what next, when I
hesrd this:

“Mr, Vanderblit done sent these Lo
you all, but what fur I declare to gra-

lous 1 don't know,™

I pecred out andthere stood the por.

r with a roast fowl, some nlce bis-

it, w ple—which I think was bought

the statlon—and a blg red-topped
itle. I cun face a porter all right,

v I reached out and got the things.
I'ien 1 looked the colored mmn over

irefully and eald:

"To eat and drink, my boy. My com-
pliments to your master and say Mr.
| Marks hopes he will enjoy his dinner
and a pleasant rest tonight.”

Well, 1 wish you could have seen
| that darky. It was the best thing of
| thie whole trip,

Onee In awhile, when we made a
stop, the conductor or some brakeman
would call on me and ask after my
health. They wanted to know If they
hadn’t betier bring out a pillow and
some more blankets, I thought they
were joshing and about 10 o'clock at
night told the conductor I would be
griateful for a pillow. [ hope I may be
struck dead if that coon didn’t bring
me one with the compliments of his
honan,

CONNUBIALITIES.

According to a romantie atory & man
who was married In Chicago last week
got his fortune In the Klondike and
his wife In Ireland, He will decide

Iater as to which place furnished him
the greater treasure,

A New Jersey man who nued =n
neighbor for $10,000 damages for the
aleniation of his wife's affection has
been given & werdict of §25. Of course
the plaintiff is disappointed, but think
of the feelings of the wife whose affec.
tions are thus marked down! Is thers
anybody she can sue for damages?

The young countess of Cromartle,
whose engagement ham just been an-
nounced, Is the oldest daughter of the
Duke of Butherland's deceaned young-
er brother, who succeeded to the titles
of his mother, helresa of line of the
great Beottish lawyer and antiquary,
Bir George Mackenzie of Tarbatl, cre-
ated earl of Cromartie. The quesn by
lettern patent In 1886 confirmed the
youthful heiresa in the title she bears,
one her majesly re-creatad In favor of
Anne, duchesa of Butherland., with lim.
Itatian to her second son.

BATILE OVER A

“tneinn@tt, O.—(Special.;—With treus-
ure trove as the motive and with stage
selflngn of exceptional Interest and ro-
mance two men have commenced a
legal battle In the county court at
Jackson, O,
menced Involves the ownership of a
large amount of treasure found in on
of the group of islands In the South
Atlantie known as Tristan 4'Acunhba

The plaintiff to the actlon is Howard |
F. Bummers, & young msn who cliskms |

the trensure as son and helr of Cap
taln Willlam H. Summers, while the
defendant s Captain Charles A, Hen-
derson, old, grizzied and determined.

Young Summers alleges that he Is
the only son and helr of Captain Wil-
il“m H. Htulmn:n. who before the war

master of the clipper-bulit bark
the lark. At that time she was a
smuggler, but during the war she
turned privateersman and was so suc-
cesaful that her captain and crew
grew rich.

The captain waa especlally fortunate
and succeeded In amaseing a fortune
of $175,000, all of which he kept In gold
and notes in a heavy chest in his cab-
In. In 1864 the bark ran into a terrific
hurricane and was blown away into
the South Atlantic, near the Tristan
d’Acunha Islands, where she was signt-
ed by a man-of-war and was run
ashore and scuttled by the crew. All
of the crew were taken prisoners with
the exception of Caplaln Summers and
his first mate, Charles A. Henderson,
who succeeded In getting the chese
with the fortune In It ashore and con-
cealing It

After living the lives of Robinson
Crusoe there for some time they finally
managed to escape, but could not take
thelr treasure with them. On the voy-
age home Captain Summers caught the
smallpox and dled, leaving Henderson
the sole possesaor of the secret. Hen-
derson finally reached home, but was
unable to petcure the money necessary
to fit oul & vessel to go after the treas-
ure. For thirty-three years he labor-
ed to earn money, eallng hie heart out
with knowledge of the great fortune
that lay beyond his grasp. After many
fallures it was not until last year that
he finally started from New Orleans in
the Rover, He reached the island in
April without mishap and secured the
money, amounting to $173,320. He got
home: safely and since that time has
been llving quletly, enjoying his for-
tune.

It was not untll & few days ago that
any one asplred to di=zpute his owner-
ghip of the money. Then & man about
40 years of age, who gave his name as
Howurd F. Bummers, reached Jackson
and after a short Investigation and a
conference with Captaln  Henderson,
fited the sult noted above. He asks for
the sum of $56.660, or one hall of the

amount secured by Henderson. He
clplmn that Captain Summers had a
wife and son at Haltimore; that the

wife has since dled, and that he |s the
son.

His father galled away on what wus
to b« his last trip In 1863 and his fam-
Uy never hewrd anything more of him.
It was known that the bark had been
caught In A violent gale and It was
suppossd that she had foundered, Mrs
Bummers knew that her husband was
possessed of a lurge fortune, but sup-
poged that it had gone down with him
She dled in Ignorance of his fate, and
It was only recently that his son haa
learned of what had become of the
maoney &nd al once took steps to re-
cover his share of |1,

Captsin Henderson says that Cap-
taln Hummers never mentloned his
family an dwants young Summers to
prove his claims, which the latter al-
leges he cun do without diMeulty,

The Island where the treasure was
80 long secreted and but recently un-
earthed is situated about half way be.-
tween the coasts of Africa and Bouth
Amerlog In latitude ¥ degrees 71
minutes south, longitude 64 degrees 32
minutes west, and has been Christen-
ed Summerk Isluind. He was transact-
¢d several years before the rebellion
one of the most exclting dramas of
the high seas

While yet o mere boy Captaln Hen-

dervon rin away from home and ship-
ped before Lhe mast. In 185% he had
just returned Lo the United States alter
a crulse to the West Indies and in

Philladelphia fell In with Captaln Sum-
mers. He sald he was ghipplng a crew
In his elipper-bullt brig, the Lark, en-
gaged In the frult and spice trade with

the West Indies and South Ameriea.
and offered Henderson o positlion as
mute. Henderson acceptied the offer,

Just about the time the clvll war
was opening the Lark started home-
ward from BSouth America and rTa
Inte & viclent hurricane, which blew
her out of her course eastward and
southward for over & week. During
this time there had been no oppodiun-
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Guthrie, O.T.—(Speclal.}=Two wome:
bandits are now awuiting trial In the
United Btates jnil at Oklashoma City.
Both were members of banda of out.
lawe, and the story of their exploits
is Interesting as part of & chapter of
history which will soon be closed.

Mary Smith, the last of the young
women countefeltere to be taken Into
custody, was formerly =2 Missourl
school teacher. She formed the ac-
quaintance of Huffman, the leader of
A gang In the Indlan Territory, and
forsook her home and friends to come
with him to the Indlan Territory. In
& mhort while Misn Bmith fell in love
with another member of the gang and
eloped with him, Huffman vowed ven-
geance upon the man who had sup-
planted him In the girl's aftection, and
the taking of his revenge led to the
discovery of wholesale counterfeiting
which the outlaws had carried on,

Two weeks ago the rivals met In &
saloon near Caney, Kan,, and when
the smoke bleared away, two men
were lying bleeding upon the floor,each
holding an ampty six-shooter. They
were placed under arrest. By telling
each that the other had confessed the
ofMicers got the prisoners (o talk and
the fact was disclosed that they were
members of & counterfiting gang, and
that Mary 8mith, the ex-Misaourl
school teacher, was the person relied
upon to get the money Into circula-
tlon. In the meuntime Mary had de-
camped, but oMcers located her here
in Noble county. Ower §100,000 of spur-
fous money put out by the school
teacher and these men has been locat-
ed and meized,

Jessle E. Findley, the second woman
actlaw, {8 only 17 years old, but is one
of the most desperate criminals In the
country. She is an unarring shot with
n revolver, a dashing horsewoma
alwolutely fearless, The present in-
dictment agdlnst Jessie Findley s
based on the fact that she Introduced
weapona into Lhe county jall of Okla-
homa county last June, to assint the
Christian gang in their escape,
which they accomplished June 30, re-
sulting in the killing of Chief of Police
Jeges of Oklahoma City.

PIRATES BOOTY,
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By of taking an observation and (% p-
tiln Bummers huad no den of his locs-
tien,  On the ninth day the weather

L eleared and an obgervation showed that
| the vessel was far out in the Atlantle,
The suit recently com-

uily about thirty miles south of the
Tristun d'Acunha group, That same
afternoon the lookut discovered un
American eruiser glea fng  at  full
speed, apparently direcily for them.
There were lively times on deck when

| Cuptaln Summers gave orders to put

the ship about and try to run away,
It wus evident from the first that the
brig was no match In speed for the
cruler and the captaln and hisn crew
wele fast losing hope of escape when
lind was wighted straight ahead. As
2 last desperate effort to elude the
cruiser the brig ran Into a little cove
thcltered by n long reef. The cruiser
tolid not enter the cove, but hove to
outside and prepared to lower  her
boats. The only refuge for the crew
wis on the Island snd there they were
safely landed In a hurry. It was &t this
moment that Hendergon learned the
Eeoret whieh had puzzied him. Captaln
Surmmers took him down Into the cab-
in and closing the daor, sajd:

“Henderson, 1 have here a chest con-
tauning nearly $175,000. I want you Lo
help me take It ashore and hide 1t. It
wi succeed In getting away we will
divide the money. If one of us dies
the other shall have {t. We can find &
pince on the lsland to conceal i

Henderson agreed. After the crew
had gone ashore he and the captain
lowered the chest into the boat and
rowed toward s part of the beach as
remote as poesible from whére the
crew had landed. Although all this
had been done in less time than it
takes to tell it, they were none (00
soon, for o moment loter the boats
of the cruiser dashed Into the cove.
Henderson and the captaln jumped
Into the juxuriant underbrush which
grew down to the water's edge, drag-
Eing the heavy chest between thém.
After traveling a conslderable distance
they stumbled upon a natural cave,
and, entering It a& far as they dared,
contealed the chest and lay down to
rest, not, however, before hiding tha
entrance as well us they were able,

They remained there the rest of that
day and all the following night, and
it was not until the afternoon of the
next day that they ventured out, Then,
creeping cautiously down to the beach,
they digcovered that the cruiser had
disappeared. They also saw thiat the
Lark had been scuttled and sunk In
the waters of the cove. Soon @fter-
ward almost all the members of the
crew joined themn, and it was evident
that the crew of the cruiser had made
only a superficial search for them. That
night the captaln and Henderson care-
fully prepared two acourate charts of
the location of the cave, sach taking
one,

An exploration of the igland, which
wad made the next day, showed " ow
small it was, and Captain Bummers de-
termined to try to reach the Tristan de
Acunha group, which he calouinted
were only about thirty-five miles Lo
thi# north. So the captalpn and

the | that vicinity.

STORIES TOLD BY MEN

WHO CA

TCH HORSE THIEVES
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There was & convention in Fast Bt.
Louls Ilust week of an organization
which has done more than the consti-
tuted suthorities to prevent horse
theft and all other forme of theft in
Illinols, Missouri, Kunsas and Okla-
homa. The organization is the Antl-
Horse Thief association. It was an Il-
linols state convention which met In
East BL. Louis, but the organisation is
#trong and flourishing in all of the
states named.

The organization is what its name in-
dicates and more. It is an anti-horse
thle assoclation, but It Is also an
millwum to every other kind of

The associstion was organised to
make war on horse thieves. That was
just at the close of the war, when the
middie western states were overrun
with marauders. In the northern part
of Missouri they were particularly
troublesome. It was 80 easy to drive
off horses from the northern tler of
counties and run them over Into Jowa
or swim them across the Migslssippl
to Illinols that it was next to impossi-
ble for & man to keep & horse around
the place.

The situation finally became 80 seri-
ous that soms sort of united action
was necensary. A meeting was held in
Kanoka, the county seat of Clark coun-
ty, and an organization was effected.
As Its primary object was to run down
herse thieves It was called the Antl-
Horse Thief assoclation.

It 414 such good work In Clark coun-
ty, which was then the stamping
ground of one of the most dangercus
gangs of eriminals which ever Infested
& sectlon of the country, that It
fame sion spread and Inquirles were
made about the forrn of organization
and the modus operandi,

Grandually the organization spread
over Missouri and 1llinois and Kan-
sas and Oklahoma, Wherever it spread
stealing practically went out of fash-
fon. It Is =ald that In the old days,
when & horse ghief was caught It
often happened that he was never
heard of again. Anyway, It came to be
understood among the fraterdity that
it didn’t pay to steal horses from the
members of the assoclation, and In
later years the eMeacy of the organiza-
tion has been chlefly in the lilne of
prevention,

The members of the association are
8o reientless In the pursuit of & thief
that It Is next to Impossible for one
to escape who has stolen anything
fro mone of the members,. Bach sub-
ordinate order has special constables
aworn In and eexrcising all the fun--
tlons of regular officers. Besldes these
all of the members are subject to be-
ing called out for a chase and It fra-
quently happens that a whole order is
on the trall

While in recent years exciting chasss
have not occurred frequently in TI-
nnls there were a number of old men
st the Fast St Louls convention who
had been In some of the very warm
pursuits and the reminiscences they
exchanged were full of interest.

A. R. Long of Prairie City, I11., told
one which illustrated the thoroughness
of the work of the organization In
He said: “During the

mate set gail in the small boat and the | life of the organization In my county

crew In the larger one. The treasure
was left behind, as the officers did not
dare to let the crew suspect ity exist-
ence. The boats were separated dur-
Ing the night and the larger one was
never heard of again, but on the morn-
ing of the second day the captain and
Henderson sighted land and  finally
reached the largest of the Tristan
d'Acunha group. Here Summers con-
tracted the smallpox and died and aft-
er several months' delay Henderson
was pleked up by o pussing vessel and
landed at New Orleans,

Henderson returned to Jackson and
managed to save enough to buy the
Loulsa B, at New Orleans last Janu-
ary. He overhauled her and rechrist-
ened her the Rover. Claude Thompson
of Jackson was (aken along as mate,
belng & man upon whose honesty Hen-
derson could rely.

February 22 last the Rover started
from New Orleane. Her departure and
the purpose of It were noted at length
in the New Orleans papers. The Lou-
ign H. had formerly been the Frolle,
onie of the fleet of the Southern Yacht
club, and wng a staunch lttle vesss)
fin April 12 the Tristan d’Acunha isles
were reached im April 14 Capiain
Henderson lunded on the treasure isl-
and, and with but [ittle trouble discov-
cred by the aid of hle chiarts the cove
and the treasure che®™  The lutter had
not been touched, and scarcely showed
¢ trice of the years It had passed In
the depths of the cave. Tte contents
were found Intact, The wreck of the
Lark stlll lay undisturiwd at the bot-
tom of the cove,

One thousand dollars of the treasure

FEMALE ROBBERS.

wns distributed among the members of
the crew.
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About four years ago Bob Christian,
the leader of the "Christian gang.'
stopped for dinner at the home of Jes-
sie's mother In Pottawatomie county.
Cme day not long after that Jesale was
missing. Bhe had run away with the
outlaw, 8She remained with him for
several months, riding with the gang
on several forays, but usually staying
at the cabin and acting as housekeep-
er and cook. Bob tsught her to shoot
and ts pide, and she goon became profl-
clent @@ the use o! the revolver and
rifle, ag8 & bold hwsewoman.

About this time Beb and BIll Chris-
tlan were arrested for killing Deputy
Bheriff Turner of Pottawatomle county,
Oklahoma, who was attempting to ar.
rest them for cattle atealing. This was
the first murder that could be brought
home to them, and the prosecutlon
was thorough and prompt. They were
convicted of the crime and sentenced
to & long term in the penitentiary and
trought to Oklahoma Clty to awalt
transportation to prison. Jessle suc-
veeded In smuggling three revolvers to
them with thirty rounds of ammuni-
tlon, and they escaped, killing ¢t
chief of police.

A posss of men was sent out to Bob
Christian's cabin to capture Jesasle, the
authorities belleving that she would re-
veal the whereabouts of the men If she
could be once got from under the Influ-
ence of her lover. The friends of the
desperadoes recelved word of the In-
tentions of te authorities In some man-
ner, and at once spirited the girl
away, pamsing her from mem™er In
member of the gang In differsnt
of the territory.

To facilitate her escape Jessle wa,
dressed In a cowboy rostume—alouch
hat, high-heeled shoes and storm coat.
In five days they rode 260 mliles, doub-
ling and redoubling on, the track, The
officers finally captured the girl In a
lonely cabin In the woods, and by a
forced ride of ffty miles at night
reached the rall and landed thelr
prisoner safely in jall at Oklahoma
Oity. Bince her Imprisonment Jessle
has grown to be a great reader and
sdmirer of Hall Caine’'s werks.
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there have been only two thefts of
horges and they were both from the
same man. We recovered the horsee
each timeé, Willlam O-rin owned a palr
of pretty matehed horses. One Sat-
urday night he usged one to go some-
where and left the other In the sta-
ble. When he returned home he put
the two together In Lthe stable and
gave them some food He went to the
house and went to bed. Before he fell
asleep he heard one of the horseta
nelghing and knew that the two had in
some way become separated. He went
to the barn and found that one of the
horses had been taken out.

“That was about 11 o'clock. He
spread the alarm and at 1:30 o'clock
the next morning thers were {4 men
at the lodgs room. The president, T. L
Nebergall, reported that he had had
1,000 postal carde printed and they
were ready to go out In the morning
mall,

“From the lodge room all but elght
of the older men took the trall By
daylight therse were men at the bridge
at Keokuk, at Beardstown and at u’
the other surrounding towns where |1
was possible a trace might be obtain-
ed of the fugitive

*“They got him commered so closely
that he had to abandon the horse and
hide in the brush on the river.

“A year later, on Decoration Day,
bath horses were left standing at a
hitching rack at Bushnell, It hap-
pened that J. W. Bushnell, who was
the president, lived in Bushnell then.
In a very little while he had sent mnine
men out to ride the neighborhood. By
an hour past midnight we were again
convened In the lodge room and by
daylight the men were ecattered ll
over that part of the country.

“A few of the older men who could
not do hard riding went to Bushnell
In the carly morning. They learned
that the authorities had been after
two disgolute women who had been
draw nto town by the Decoration Day
celebration and that they had fled from
town In cuompany with Clayton Cleve-
land. The vehicle In which they had
gone away answered the description
of the stolen one. Two men started i
the direction in which Cleveland hnd
driven. After following him elghta
miles they came In sight of him. H
fashed the tired horses Into & run an!
drove them until they were ready U

lds,

“TL2 association had him indicted by
the grand jury, he was located at Gar-
den City, Mo., some time after, brought
back and sentenced to six years in the
penitentiary.”

There has been only one horse sto-
len i the vicinity of East Carondelet
in the seven years that there has been
an organization there. ‘“That was In
154, says Owcar Adelsberger. "The
horse was stolen from Dr. J. Bmiser.
It was recoversd by quick work. Two
men were sent to Waterloo, two W
Chester, two to the Eads two Lo
euch of the ferries and two to mkeg
siables In Bt Louls Telegrams wers
ilso sent to all the erders In the
The two men who went to the
stables had not been there long
& young fellow presemted himself with
the stolen horse. He was placed under
arresl. He was Bleve SBimpson. He
sald he had only taken the horse to
ride it to Bt. Loula He was szent teo
the reform school.”

“We have never had a chase after a
 horse thief in my part of the cown-
try,” sald Willlam H Rowe of Jack-
sonvilla. ‘“We canght & man once, tho',
with & plece of cloth. He had gone
jInto & graln bin and taken a Mot of
‘grain. In cHmbing out his eoat had
caught on a nall and a plece of It bad
bes torm omt. We hunted until we
found & man wearing a coat with a
hole in it which that piece of cloth
fitted nsnd with the plece of cloth we
convicted him.”

"Six years ago,” sald L. B. Gardner
o Christlan county, "o mare was
stolen from W. H. Beaton, now county
treasurer. The theft occurred om &
Satorday night. The mare was nursiog
& young mule. The mule manifested
uneasiness in the night and Mr. Beaton
went out to see what was the matter.
He found the mare gone. He gave the
alarm and a party was quickly got to-
gether to chase the thlef. He was
overtaken southeast of Taylorville,
When he saw that he would be cap-
tured he jumped from the mare's back
and took to the woods. Men were
sent to Assumption, to Pana, to No-
komis and other places. Two men
were sent to Pana. Théy learned t(hat
an excurgion train would soon be due.
They thought the thief would try to get
on the traln at the station. They eall-
ed a policeman to thelr assistance and
walted at the station. The train stop-
ped at the Baltimore & Ohlo crossing.
The thief got on there and rode past
the policeman and our men on the
platform at the station.

“We caught him afterward, though,
in Jasper county. We learned that he
wis in & community twenty miles from
the rallroad and some of our men went
down there. We located him through
4 postal ceard. He had written on It
to his folks, but had failed to put the
address on Jt. The postmaster was
holding it til he should come fto
the postoffice again. When he learned
who we were looking for he showed wa
the postal card. He not only confessed
to taking the horse, but that he had
stolen a buggy near Decatur. He com-
fessed because he thought we ware
golng to hang him. We took him to omur
hall, questioned him, drew a complele
confesgion from him, drew L up in
writing and he migned it. He got 2%
years In the penttentiary.'

Edward Dunn of Calhoun county
Fald: "One of my oddest adventures
bad to do with a female horse thief.
There had been a number of thefts in
the neighborhood. Buspicion fell upom
a woman who Hved In a houseboat om
the Ilinols river. Men were assigned
to watch her. One night she left the
houseboal. Our men followed her. She
went to the barn of one of the proe-
perocus farmers, & member of the as-
soclation. Bhe brought out one of the
Lest horses. The mem who had been
following her ran forward to catch her,
She jumped onto the back of the borse
and dashed off down the road. The
men d4id not want to fire on A woman
and she got away from them.

“They got thelr horses ag soom As
| they could and wenl in pursuit, Bhe
waa cornered at the mouth of Abe
Wood river and the posse swooped
down on her. They thought they had
her. She fooled them. As they dashed
up she foreed the horse into the waler
and swam it across the Mississippl
river, The current was swift and it
seemed almost Ifke sure death, but she
got across all right and disappeared in
the underbrush on the other side. The
posse, elther through fear or secrel
admiration for the woman's bravery,
did not attempt to follow her across
the river.

“A week later the horse Wag recov-
ered In the southern part of Missourl
through the efforts of the association.
ThHree years inter the Woman was ar-
résted In the northern part of Illinois.
A etrong cmse was made against her,
but she was a good looking young wo.
man and the jury acquitted her. She |
now married and Is living a reaspecte |
life In central Iilinols."

There was one sub-order not repre-
sented at the East St. Louls conven-
tion. ‘That was because there are
financial dificulties in that sub order
A horse was stolen In that vicinity
while ago and one of the membera was
put on the trail. He followed the thief
1,000 miles and incurred an expense of
$1.000. Ax thia had to be paid by the
members of that aub order there was
no money left for sending a delegate tn
the conventlon.
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A WOMAN HELPED BUILD IT.
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Had It not been for & woman the
Oceanle, leviathan of the seas, would
never have been bullt, The wife of

Willlam J. Pirrie, deslgner of the big-
gest steamahip In the world, and not
Mr. Pirrle himself, is directly responsl-
ble for the mighty ship. She kept him
from going to parliament, where he
might have spent the rest of his days.

“Don't go to parliament, Willle,” sald
good Mra. Plrrie. “You can build boate
better than you can meke speeches.”

“Iy jove, you're right, my dear.," re-
sponded her husband, and so the Oce-
anlc was bullt,

Al least that was the way Mr. Pirrle
put it Friday, seated in a blg arm
ohair In the lounging room at the
Waldorf-Astoria with Mra. Pirrie at
hig side. The firm of Harland & Wolft,
of which he in the head, bullt the
Oceanlc at Belfast

“Yes," laughed Mr. Pirrle, "It is my
wife who is responsible for our big
boat. In fact, she konws as much
about it as I do, Bhe followed the plans
as keenly as I did for the two and &
half years we took In designing and
bullding the Oceanic. It was she who
suggested many clever things about
the arrangement of the ship, Bhe sug-
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“Why shouldn’t 1 have helped with
the Oceanle?” she langhed. "1 knew as
| much about the blg boat as any one.
Mr. Iemay, you know, used to come
uver to see us at Belfast, and we three,
Mr. Plirrle, he and myself, talked |t
over for six months before the keel
was lald. But when it came to
gesting comfortable things for the ship
| and in devising decorations I was glad
to help.

“1 spent months thinking it all over,
The American people know now what
has been done. I'm proud of the ship,
too; for I'm a shareholder mymelf in
the company. We are very proud, too,
of her small coal comsuming ability.
Why, do you know, she burns 380 tons
a day, when some of the smaller lin-
ers burn 650 and §00 tons?

“] suggested something else, too—
bullding a ship that would be abso-
lutely oertain to to her
schedules. You will

have built Botht But thel was -
b s Rt !
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