" GALIFORNIA GIRL

A Continued Story,

BYNOPSIS.

The story opens up with Bir Roydo
Qarth, & young mining expert, in cuftu:
ala, where he had Leen sent by an Englan
uyndicate to develop mining properiy.

In the discharge of his dutles at Lead-

8 Gulch he had the misforiune (o

his leg, wnd during his iness s

for in & rough squutter's cabin by
Muarvel and his son Lance. Lilac, the

old mln_: :::Iel. in ;’l&o H:) wember of Lhe
man ) r ¥, ilmpressed Ly
t: beauty and gentleness, fails In (ove
with bher and propores, but she, realizing
the difference in their positions, refuses
bis offer. Afier his recovery he foolishiy
exhibits & large sum of money which be
sarried In his bell. ‘Tlis mroused Lance's
ty and be drur. Bir Moy with the

1

tien of robbing him. Lilac overhears
8 plans and eds in srousing
Roy from his stupor, nelp him moun.

his horse and ntrumpnniu him along the
ln.lr HBhe fnally yields to his puuu:.ulon
to marry him upon his return from & pro-
nod prosyecting trip lo Nevada. Arriv-

In Ban l-un:—ilro he places her in Lhe
Major Emmott and his daughter

oare

Eaglish peeple traveling in the west, an
emetils are made that sho shall sc-

com ¥ them to England 1o muke the uc-

Istocrutic muth-
nee,

quaintance of 8ir foy's
o dur\ng his enfurced a

CHAPTER XXI111.

“Lilac, dear, | want (o speak with
you. Can you glve me a moment?"

A fortnight had passed since the
meeting  between the Californlan girl
and Mark at the rallway stution at
Liverpool, a fortnight durlng which
Lilac had felt happler than she thought
It posaibie (0 be without Roy For
Mra. Mowbray. & dear old lady, with
one of the most kindly and sympathetic
of faces and the most beautitul of sil-
very hair, wan, as her son had said,
quite different from Lady Garth, and
she did ull she could to make the gird
forget that she was among strangers,
Lilac could not help thinking how
differently she might have acted had
Roy's mother been like her; but it was
best, of course, that she should know
in which direction the baronet’'s inter-
ests really lay, and she felt no resent-
ment against his mother for having
shown It to her so plainly. Although
Mrs. Mowbray, on the other hand, had
not gald g0 In 0 many words, Il was
quite clear thut she wanted Lilac for a
daughter-in-lnw

Lilae put down the newspaper with
Its columns of vacant situations of all
sorts, and crossed the room to take n
seal by the old lady’'s side,

“Well my dear, have you found the
situation you want?' she asked tak-
Ing the girl's hand In her own; and
becoming very hopeless as to gelling
anything to do by which she could sup-
Eoﬂ herself and every day waa laying

er under grealer obligations to Mark

“No, Mrs. Mowbray, I have not found
It yer, or, rather, I have found a good
many, but they all require qualifica-

tlons that I have never possessed. 1/

do not know what there is that 1 am
fit for.”

I think dear, that you are more Nt
to be mistress of a house like this than
anything elze.” gald the elder lady; and
Lilae reddened but did not reply.
"Mark has sald nothing to you about
It, has he,” asked his mother, “since
the evening that he came here with
you?"

Lilae whonk her head.

“He has been very Kind,” she sald.

His molher returned enthusiastically:

“"He always In. He will never bother

you again about his love umtll you'

give him permisslon. But 1 cannot
keep milent,” she went on. “You nee |
am an old woman, my dear, and I have
enly my son (o live for; and It palns
me very much (o see the unhappiness
that he will not admit but which he
ecannot hide from me. Lilae, dear, why
@0 you not make him happy?”

The giri'a eyen had filled with tears.

I cannot, Mra. Mowbray. It would
be wrong to him when 1 cannot gilve
him my love. That Is all that I think
of.”

*Inx that all? Are you quite sure?”
“Quite wure, Mrs. Mowbray.”

“Then why will you not take the
epinlon of an old woman who as seen
& great deal more of life than you have,
dear? Mark has told me as much of
your love-story as you have Imparted
to him, and 1 think It would be best
for your own happiness, dear Lilac, as
well as my boy's, If you became his
wife. No—don't Interrupt me!
been thinking the question over Vvery
deeply, and my experience teaches me
that you would grow to love your hus-
pand In time, and be very much hap-
pler than if you lived out your life en-
tirely alone, as you think of doing.”

“1 was not thinking of my own hap-
piness,” eaid Lilac, “but of Mark's;
and 1 do not see how It can make him
happler to give him my hand without
my heart. It would be doing him an
injury."

It might be If he dld not love you,
dear,” sald the old lady sagaclously;

#but while you remain unmurried he

will never be able to forget you or
reconcile himself to your refusal, and
it will spoll his whole Jife, I am afrald.
Take my word for it that you would be
right in marrying him."”

*But, Mrs. Mowbray,” crled Lilac,
when the old lady Interrupted her.

“Do not answer me now, dear, but
think i over. Remember thut I ought
o be a good judge of anything thal
concerns my boy's happiness.'

As ahe spoke she presked a kiss upon
the girl's forehend, and then rose lo
jeave the room before Lilac could ralse
& profeat against her arguments.

In the adjoining room Mrs, Mowbhray
found Mark marching restiesaly back-
wards and forwards,

#] cannot stand this any longer,
mother mine!’ he sald, with determina-
tion In his munical volee, “I thought
that T was stronger than 1 am. Il
maddens me to see her every day and
not be sble to make her love me! 1
shall go abroad agsin. You will look
after her for me, won't youT'

#0f course, dear. 1 fesl towards her
a8 theugh she were my daughter; but,

1 have |

it 1 were you I would not go away
Just yet. Perhaps she will change her
mind."

“She has been saying something to
you?"' he guestioned, excitedly.

The old lady showk her head.

“No; 1 have been saying something
to ker. 10 Lilae is the girl T tike her
for, 1 think it will make her alter her
decision.”  She spoke very hopefully,

Meanwhile Lilac sat and pondered,
wondering what she cught to do, It
wus impogsible for her to go on enjoy-
Ing  the hospitality of the Mowbrays
and giving nothing in return. At the
end of an hour ehe retired to her room
and dressed herself for traveling. Then
she went In search of Mra’ Mowbray,
who was rather startled by the sight,

“You are going out, dear?’ she
asked,

“Yes—1 am going on a journey."

“You will lét Murk accompany you?
she sald, anxiously., *“It will only be
safe while that ruffian-like cousin of
yours is at large. 1 am sorry that you
did not appear against him and have
Kim sent to prison. Mark thinks that
he saw him this morning, watching
the house. You had better let Mark
accompany sou.'

*I should be glad If he would see me
to the etatton, then; but 1 must make
my Jjourney alone. When I come back,
1 will glve you the decislon that you
asked me for”

“You are going to Delverton, then?”
sald the guick-witted old lady

And Lilac nodded.

“To wee Sir Roydon Garth?”

"No; 1 want to see Lady Garth—his
mother—If 1 can.™

“Very well, dear. And you will give
Mark his answer when you return.’”

Mre. Mowbray sald no more, but she
went in search of her son, to  warn
him not to speak of his love to Lilac on
their way to the station, or to press
her for permission to accompany her
any farther

“Tonlght, when gheé returns, I think
that she will promise to marry you,"
| she sajd: and Mark, who had rarely
found his mother at fault, derived
fresh hope from the prophecy.

Lilae had a very definjte {den an to
what her purposs was in visiting Del-
verton, but she had only the most hazy
ideas a8 to how she was to acehleve It
without meeting Roy, the very thought
of which wag enough to set her trem-
bling. Although she had tald herselt
'ngnln and again that all chance of her
marrying Roy wuag past, she could not
conquer the Idea that, after all, she
| mighth ave made a mistake, and that
Hoy'e love for her might be as true as
hers for him.
|1t wus to kill this last Nicker of hope
that she had determined to  visit the
!hall and see Ludy Garth, Evangeline
she dared not meet any more than Sir
Hoydon himself, but she knew that with
Lady Garth gshe would stand in ne dan.
ger of brenking down and revealing the
love which, Tor Roy's sake, she was
po anxious to disguise. Even If she did,
Lady Garth could be trusted to keep
the secret which, If revealed, might
make her ®on hesitale about fulfili-
Ing her fondest hopes by marrying
Evungeline,

She would question Lady Garth and
lenrn what had happened since her de-
parture from the Hall—whether the
baronet had gratefully accepted the
surrender of her lave, or whether, after
all, he had shown that his love was
very deep, 1f the latter was Lhe case,
her Iadyship could hardly fail to tell
her, fur the aristocratic old woman's
first and foremost thought was
nssuredly her son's happiness.  Lllac
herself was so truthful and honest that
she could not imagine that Lady Garth
might decelve her to serve her own
purpose; though possibly It was some
dim susplcion whleh made the girl de-
termine to Interview Lady Garth per-
gonally Instead of trusting to a letter,
in spite of the difficulty of doing s0
without risking the meeting with Roy
which she dreaded.
| When she reached the Hall she
wilked up to the stone ateps at the en-
Lrance to the house with a qulckly-
beating heart and an cxcitement that
wag halp hope and half fear. She was
wondering whether she would be for-
tunate encugh to find her ladyship
alone, when an exclamation behind
her made her turn, and she saw Lady
Garth heraelf coming toward her from
the garden,

The way In which the old lady has-
tened forward made Lilac think that
| she was anxious to welcome her, until
| shie caught sight of her ladyship's face,
which expressed nothing but consterna-
tlon. To Lilac's astonishment, she
hurried past her without even a word,
to open the door nol=elessly and beck-
on her into the house with every slgn
of mecrecy.

"Come upstairs to my room, Lllac*™
she wsald, speaking for the frst time
when .they were In the hall, where
as yet no servant had appeared In an-

awer to the girl's timid knock, “We
shill have no fear of Interruption
there.”

The old lady scarcely sesmed (o
breathe until the door of her dressing-
room was ¢losed behind them. Then
she shook hands with her guest and
explained,

“I left Roy In the garden talking to
Evangeline,” ashe sald, "“and did not
wigsh them to see you. Although my
son I8 reconciled to your departure’'—
TAlace's heart mank—"stlll It would be
disturbing for him to see you before
he has quite recovered from his -
ness. He har had so much anxlety
and worry that followlng so soon upon
his accident, It has made him quite
i, and he Is up for the first time to-
day. But what Ia the object of your
visit, LilacT Of course, It |a very kind
af you to eall and let me know how you
are getting on; but do you not think
that It s g little Injudiclous just at

present? After the sort of half-en.

gsavement that between you, It
g il _.\.-!' ¥
¢l & k

most |

| would surely bLe rather dncomfortabi.
fur you both to meet 5o goon, especial.
Iy now that he is enguged to his cous.
in! But tell me about youreell now
Lhat you are here, You are not mur-
ried yet 1o this Mr. Mowbray-—eh7"
She ralsed her gold pince-nez as she
spoke und surveyed the girl eritically,

Lilac's face was quite pale, and her
lips  were tightly compressed as  she
answered,

“We are 10 be married soon. I am
staying with his mother In Liver-
poal.

“And ghe Is pleaged to have you as &
daughter-in-law 7"

“Very pleased, Lady Garth™

“That s most gratifying, then,” sald
her ladyship, with a sigh of comtent-
ment,  “The whole turn of affalrs la
very satisfactory, Is it not?"

“Very satigfactory,” sald poor Lilac
through her white lips.

“Hut you have not told me the object
of yvour visit?’ Lady Garth went un;

and Lilac hesitated for a few mo-
ments. Then she suld, speaking quite
calmly:

“I slmply wighed to ascertaln before
taking any finnl step, that Sir Roydon’s
happiness would not suffer. It is un-
necessary to keep up any digsguise with
you, Lady Garth, and I think you un-
derstand slready that 1 did hot consult
my own happiness In going away.”

"1 guessed something of the truth,
dear, and admired you for It Of
course It was much nobler of you to
consider my son's and Evangeline's
happinesy before your own. 1 think
that it was sltogether for the best, and
I am glad to know thut you are still
to make & marriage which | under-

stand will be a very good one for
you."

“Although 1 am breaking my heart
uver IL" suld Lilac coldly. 1 came

here 1o ask you, Lady Garth, whether
my sacrifice has really given happiness
to the man I love. You say that he is
already engiuged to his cousin?”

She looked straight into her compan-

Iittle.  She turned her head aside to
sscnpe the girl's scrutiny, and looked
down Into the garden, where she saw
something which encouraged her
speak the truth,

] was not plght, perhaps, In say-
ing that they were actually engaged.”
she mald, turning to face Lilac againg
“Lut T have no doubt that they will be
shortly. Just before your arrival my
gon Informed meé of his Intention to
ask Evangeline to be his wife. See—
they are Iln the garden together now,
and I expect he I8 carrying his purpose
Into effeet.”

Aa she spoke, Lady Garth drew the
girl 1o the window, and there, half
hidden behind the curtaln, Lilac looked
down upon a sight that for & moment
took away all power of movement. The
baronet and his cousin were walking
slowly acrose the lawn, Roydon lonk-
ing very pale and weak after his 1=
ness, and leaning heavily on Evangel-
ine's arm, but talking to her wilh great
earnestness, Suddenly, as she looked,
FEvangeline turned, and, throwing her
arms nround the sick man’s neck, kissed
him on elther cheek.

A deep sigh of rellef from her com-
panion recalled Lilac Lo o remembrance
of where she was, and she turned away
al once,

*1s that encugh?"’ sald Lady Garth,
with a smile of =atisfaction which she
could not conceal.

Lilae bowed.

“wwill you help me to leave the house
without being ®seen by anybody,
please 2" she sald, calmly still, although
ghe wondered how she could think or
speak at all,  *'T should not ke them
tn hear from the servants that I had

been here”
aOf course not, dear,” sald her lndy-
'nmp_ whose graciousness and fripnd-

liness increased ag her fears grew less.
“1 will lake you through the drawling-
room, and nobody will be the wiser,
I am glad that you came, and I shall
alwnys feel a great admiration for you,
Lilae,”

Her Indyship advanced as though to
kigs her, but Lilac drew away, and
held out her hand,

“Thaonk you for nssisting me, Lady.
Garth,” she sald. "Everything, as you
lnay, ls very satlisfactory.™

Her volee trembled a llttle as she
| spoke, In spite of the restrnint she

was placing upon herself  to remain
L ealm: and fearing that the girl might
brenk down befure she left  the hall,
her ladyship led the way at once nolse-
legnly down the broad stalrcase, thro®
the drawing room where Evangeline
had sung so hopelessly of her “Robin
Adulr,” through one of the tall French
windows Into the garden, and 8o by &
narrow giarden-path almost to the gate
of the drive.

(To be continued.)

The accompanying little story, pub.
liahed In an eastern educational jour.
nal, Is sald to have been written by a
hoy In the west, one of & class of chil-
| dren of six or elght yeara old, who had

been requested by thelr teacher to
| write & story, they to select a subject

and thelr componltions not be changed
by thelr teacher, but to be read befare
the children's parents exactly as writ.
ten. This s one of the number sub-
| mitted, And the writer is expected to
| become & great story writer: A poor
young man fell In love with the daugh-
ter of a rich lady whn kept a candy
shop, The poor young man could not
marry the rich candy lady's daughter
becouse he had not money enough to
buy furniture. A wicked man offered Lo
glve the young man $26 if he would be.
come a drunkard, The young man
wanted the money very much, so he
could marry the rich candy lady's
daughter, but when he got to the saloon
he turned 1o the wicked man and sald;
*1 will not become a drunkard even for
great riches, et thee behind me, Ba-
tan.” On hia way home he found a
veketbook contrining a militon dollara
n gold; then the young lady consented
to marry him. They had a beautiful
wedding and the next they had

twins. Thus you see that "Virt
ftsa own mm"’d." . e

FARM  MELANGE,

Lo b SRR S R O R I S

Trade the pup for a pig.

22 | ence In varieties,

Do nat feed corn to colts,

How to make little chicks grow—feed
them.

Plant bush lima beans—poles are o
nulsance,

Glve your son & trade and
daughter, too.

your

When the cherry blooms, plant the
garden seeds,

National extravogance and debt turn
farmers into serfs,

A drinker s usually a shirker. A
thinker I8 usually a good worker.

potatves can not be retarded otherwlise,
keep them In the jce house or refrig-
crator, But In a coul, dark cellar po-
titoes should not sprout before it wiil
dn 1o plant them. There le some differ-
Some ghow little dis.
pusition to sprout.
BREEDING UP.

The various breeds of live stock that
ltiwve been Improved glong special lines
and established go they reproduce their
kind, have all been the result of sur-
rounding the anlmals with improved
conditions, giving them improved man-
aggement, favorable to the ends desired,
and then taking speclal pains to select
the best in carrying on further breed-
Ing operations., 1t 18 possible to do this
by stari ng with serubs, for that is the
way It was originally done, but | is
not practical to do it In this way be-

What does the farm cat have that
no other animal has? Kitlens.

A good fence I8 a remedy for breachy
cattle and prevents neighborhood quar-
rels.

cause men's 'ives are too short Lo
gpend them thus and wall many years
jur results, when no necessity for it
exis & Under present conditions the
way to breed up the farmers' flocks and
herds is to obtain pure bred males and
uee no other, and then only the bust

It Is swindling your wife and fumily | 1pay cun be afforded
| H

trylng to get milk from a poorly fed
cow,

The muelc of Interest-bearing notes s
pleasant only when the Interest comes
your way.

If you don't want your seed potatoes
to sproul before you are ready, spread
them out.

A girl who woulidn’t harm & mouse

wlill murder & song In a most heartless |

miknner

Wring the ncck of the dog that wor-
rivs vio Ii wiil save feed of both
cow and dog.

TELE ]

Happiness lg ke o Kitten's tall—It I=
difficult to cateh, but there Is lots of
fun chasing It,

How can you tell whether your farm
pays a loss or profit unless you keep

lon’s eyes, and her ladyship flushed & g0005018 accurately.

A good coat of paint covers a multi-
tude of sins. There 1s no deceit In put-

to | ting your best foot out first,

If your horee Is out of condition have
a quallfied person examine his teeth,
Perhaps he 1s starving because he can’t
grind his feed.

The man who Is continually changing
from cows to sheep and agnin from
gheep to cows, will complain there iz
no money In farming.

A coarse, Intemperate, brutal man
should never be tolerated on a farm
He should work In the shops and deal
with Inanimate things.

Rub a gall with stove blacking or
plumbago If you must work the horse
and can not give It time to heal. It
seeme to work wonders.

It does really no good to “blow up”
people. It hurts them but little and
does you no good. Save your wind,
You may need [t to blow yourseif up.

“Many & mickle makes a muckle” A
hundred blg ears of corn make a bush-
¢l If one Is lpst or wasted your meas-
ure 1s short, Look after the little wasle,

There are many men who would help
to hang a horse thief, who continually
work horses with torturing collars and
half ratlons.

The small pig will make the big hog,
The emall calf will make a blg steer
The small germ In the grain of corn
will make the lnrge etalk. The greatest
men are those who "‘desplise not the day
of small things."

If the work harness be not all In
order. don't start out until you have
made It 0. More than half of the run-
aways which take place are due to
worn-out and rotten pleces of harness,

it i=n't & good thing to churn the
milk before getting it out of the udder,
Better let the cowe walk to and from
pacture, and so Instruct the boy.

Pian now for quantities of  solling
erops for the cows. Do not fear of
getting too much, for If It is not used
green It can be cured and used most
profitably in that condition,

Let the man who loves helfers and I
gentle and qulet mitk the young things
for the first féw months. It 18 best to
be patient and not get the helfer ex-
cited, Many a good ¢ne Has been spoil.
ed by injudiclous treatment after the
first calf,

It you waken some cold morning and | o000 sprouting are
find your garden plants covered wlth‘“‘M

frost, get out your watering pot filled |
with cold water and sprinkle every one |
that I8 llkely to be Injured, Be sure
you do the sprinkling before the sun !
et up and melts the frost.

Don't try to make too long days At
first this spring. The horses, the men
and the bays will come In tired enough
to sleep, of you do not try Lo keep them
at It too long to begin with, See that
the chores are il done before dark. I
never like working around a barn by

lantern.

1t ia better to provide the cows with
plenty of water than to put water Into
the milk. If you should call the men
who do the latter by thelr right names
you would have but few friends amonw
milkmen

1t Is m0 eamy for us to say, “If I was
that man, I would do so different from
what he Is doing,” and yet If one
wotld put himself in the other man's
place he might not do any different,
but he might sleep better and digest
his food better, perhaps, when he came
to his real self again.

Do you want to grow a good crop of uhrutnemll«namuhut[gmum but o use it te the best o~

With the advantages that the farm.
| €18 and breeders of today have over the
orlginal improvers of breeds, It Is a
' matter of some surprise that the op-
portunity is not universally embraced,
It would seem thiat with the marked
difference in the value of Improved and
;unlmpmvt-d stock the Importance of
growing the former only would be ob-
vious, and yvel there are a vaslL num-
ber of grade mileés used in the country
from which no good results need be ex-
pected. Ewven with the advantages of
improved blood the farmers’ work in
grading up is not without diffically,
‘When pure bred stock [g used on both
sides good progeny does not always re-
gult, In every crop of calves, for ex-
ample, there are “tops” and “eulls”
and the same will be true when a pure
bred male s used for grading up., 1t
will even be true lo a greater extent,
perhaps, because the Inlluence ol the
scrub dam must be overcome, The
man who ls grading up, therefore, must
not expect too much. Not all  the
heifer calves got by a dairy breed bull
wlll make good dalry cows, alhtough
the use of such a bull renders the pro-
ductlon of good cows much more prob-
able and more frequent., The same
principle governs If beef animals are
the ohjects sought, and the breeder
who has planned for continuous im-
provement should adopt the breeders’
bethods so far as they are applicable,
and especially the principle of gelection.
On the female slde the best cows, the
bent sows, the bhest ewes, the besl
mares, ete, should be retained for fu.
ture use and the inferlor ones culled
out and marketed. A celebrated Eng-
lish breeder of dogs was asked how it
came that he gotl such gouod ones, His
reply was that he “bred a great many
and hanged a great many.” Something
of this kind must be done by every
breeder, whether he be laboring to im-
prove a pure bred herd or whether he
be a farmer who s striving to grade up
and make each year's crop of young
wtuff a little better than the last. A
prominent cause of slow progress le
that selection I8 mot close enough and
that not enough culling 1s done.—
Homestead.

SEED POTATOES.
It is encouraging to note that pro-
gressive farmers are paying greater
attention to the importance of the se-

lection of seed for crops of all kinds
that shall be more perfect In every re-
spect. In planting cereals, clover and
the llke, greater pains are taken not
only to =ee that it ls free from weed
seed, that that the seed Itself shall be
plump, heavy and vigorous, with a high
germinating percentage when tested.
Seed corn ls more carefully selected and
preserved, and at all points there Is
larger practical recognition of the truth
that, “As ye sow, 80 algo ghall ye reap."”

The time I8 at hand when those who

plant potatoes are making up their
minds as to the seed to be used, and
here, too, the necessity for careful se-
lection is as great as with other crops.
The variety being determined upon, It
is important that the seed shall be
sound and firm, and that this may be so
it 18 essential that the tubers shall not
have exhausted their vigor and sus-
tenance by sprouting. Just now when
the weather is beginning to warm up
rapidly potatoes that have been kept
In cellars will have a decided tendency
to sprout. The two conditions that
heat and
The cellar may have been cold
enough during the winter to prevent
sprouting, but as it begins to warm up
with the opening of sprng, the eyes be-
gin to sprout and the long, chlorophyll-
less sprouts begin to push out In the
direction from which the strongest light
comes. Thie makeg the polato soft,
Jacking substance and unfit either for
seed or for the table, and with seed
potatoes it I8 Important that the con-
ditions which induce sprouting be pre-
vented, It is & well known fact that
potatoes “run out’ 'rapldly as compared
with other seeds. While still remain-
ing potatoes they loke their varietal

Treatment of the seed Is Qu e simple
and quite efective. Beveral fungicides
are effective for the purpote, among
them being formaline and corrosive
sublimate. The lavier has been longest
in usee and 18 easily employed. Take
two and a quurter ounces of corrosive
sublimate and in a wooden vessel mis
It with two gallons of hot water: let it
stand over night and then in a bar-
rel with & wooden fauucet gt the bote
tom mix It with thirteen gallons of
witer. Pul the seed polatoes in 4 gube
ny sack and immerse them in thi= solus-
tion for about an hour and & half, The
corrogive sublimate solution can be
used repeiatedly. It is highly polsenous
und It must not be placed in metal
vessels. The corrosive sublimate can
be bought at any drug store for abouf
fifteen cents an ounce.

If this course be pursued the potato
planter will Have secd clean and free
from scah, and if, in addition to this,
he uees for his potato crop greund om
which potatoes have not been recently
grown the erop will be free from scab,
1t I8 not worth while, however, to treat
the seed and then plant it in ground
that was used for potatoes the pervious
! year and produced a erop showing signs
of eeab, for the gpores llve over the
winter and will fasten themselves oB
the new crop a8 soon a8 W appeamn.—
Homestead,

BELECTING OF SEED.

All farmers should carefully select the
grain that is to be used for spring
sowing. It is not ¢nough that the seed
be free from weeds, although this, of
course, I8 essential, Beyond this, how-
ever, pains ghould be taken to winnow
out all the light, ehrunken stuff, with
about ag strong & blust as the fanning
mill is capable of producing. The dif-
ference in the yield between plump and
shrunken seed is much greater than is
generally imagined. In one experiment
with epring wheat, continued for five
years, It was found that plump, selected
seed gave an increased yield of 23 per
cent by measure and an increase of 6.4
pounds in welght per measurad bushel
over shrunken seed. This is a differ-
ence worth taking & great deal of pains
In order that the farmer may have it in
his favor. In a four years' test of bar-
ley, conducted along similar lines,
plump geed gave an increased yleld of
19 per cent over shrunken grain. As
the shrunken grain is mainly caused by
weak straw, rust and the like, there I8
the further advantage attending the ses
lection of plump seed, that these faults,
weaknessces and diseases are less likely
to be propagated. On every account,
therefore, it will pay the farmer to blow
out of hig seod grain everything that s
blast will remove, Shrunken grain ls &
great deal better as a food for the poul-
1ry or for the stock than It is to put In
the ground for reproductive purposes.

CORN AS FOOD.

Prof. B, Davenport, professor of age
riculture; University of Illinois, saysi
“We are often told that corn flour s
deficient In priteln, and that the con-
sumer must increase his ration or else
suffer for nitrogen with which to re-
pair his body. As a matter of faet,
there |8 but slight difference in thi
amount of nitrogen as between whea
and corn, and from the best caleulations
that can be made it would seem that &
diet of clear corn furnished something
like twice the amount of digestible ni-
trogen that the body actually makes
use of. The difference between the
proteln of wheat and that of corn 18
more of character than of amount

“Wheat |s not the one standard food
that God made purpopely according te
a definite formula as food for Hia peo-
ple. It is one of the best food graing
and corn is another. Rice is anothem,
and though It contains less than half
the protein of corn, It has proved am
acceptable food to many races.”

QUEEN CELLS.

In the whole matter of queen rearing
there seems to be an extravagancd
strangely at variance with the usua}
thrifty economy of the busy occupants
of the hive, writes Dr. C. C. Miller in
the National Stockman, When & alnm'
young queen is desired, five, ten, og
forty, are reared, only that all but o
may be killed as soon as mature. Foo
Is glven In such abundance that & sur-
plue Is left that the young queen coul§
not consume, while tv the young workep
Is carefully measured out the exact
ration that it needs with not an iots
remaining.

Generally, It s a good mark to have a
queen cell well covered with deep Ine

dentations. Sometimes you may find &
cell gquite smooth, having none of these
Indentations, The chances are that llI
! contalns not & queen but a drone. Not.;
| that the workers will deliberately make
! the migtake of trying to rear a king in-
stead of a queen, but If they are queens
less and have nothing but drone eggs of
drone larvae, the poor things will do the
best they can by irying to rear a queen
from a larvae that can only turn out &
drone, although usually, If not always,
it dles In the cell.

These queen

cells that have been

characteristics, and this is probably | bullt up with s0 much labor and ex.

due as much to the fact that the seed
tubers have been permitied to sprout
year after year gradually producing an

pense of material will in & few days be

|l.urn down, Not entirely, The base of
j each will be left, o queen cell cup as it

Increasingly weakened crop, as to any  is called, You will find more or less of

other cause.

these cups In almost any hive. A good

One docs not have to witch seed po- | M&ny of them have never been any-

tatoes to see that they are free from
weed seeds, In the ordinary acceplance
of the term, but In the case of seed
potatoes there is an analogous evll that
s quite as bad. The wpores of several
tungous plants are too often planted
with the potato uniess it is desired to
produce an Increasingly scabby crop.

thing more than cups, for the bess
seem to delight In making just that
much of & start toward queen rearing
wheti there seems to be no Intention of
going farther. I

.

We find & good garden eultivater ene
of the most economical implements ea

nice potatoes in your garden? Then be. dificuit te clean It from seab spores so VADIAE® everyiking must be planied in

ware of aprouted ssed. If your seed that it will produce = clean o). long rows




