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#uch as mother seldom used,
for she was gentle in disposition, |

“No, Freddy, don't think any wmore |
whout 11" |

“Can't you make an exception just
this opee? hegged Pred, my brother,
lnoklng lke a perseented sinner, |

“No! You might lose 1t; somebmly |
might fAnd It; we might be exposed 1o
#il sorts of calamnities; someone might |
g0t into the house—"'

“Stop, mother, you are pleturing e |
probabllities to yourself."

“Secondly,” continued our mother, |
"¥ou are too young to Ccarry a qu-h—i
key, I ddn't wish you to be out late a1 |
night; you are the only male protector |
withave, nnd“l, waut you to be at hone |
with ua”

I'nder any other elrenmstances Fred |
mizht have been proud to be ealled tmr'
“only male prétector,” bhut shiz  (Me.
tHucetion made no lmpression apon him
When mother had "taken the
lntehkey from the keyboard and con-
signed It to her pocket, Frod wasu't o
the kindliest framwe of mind. p i

Two months ago we hivd moved from
the dittle town wlhere we were-horn 1o |
mother, Fred®and 1.

sudden  ridieal ehhnge from country |
metropolis,
Mother vertainly came much ngainst
her inelinmion,

an odusunl musical talend, and 1, too,

was modestly gifted with o prope nsity |

for deawing, and we felt the needs of
Istroctive advantages wlhileh we could |
not obtain o our native town, Our
maternal parent was unwllling that we
should go forth !nto the world alone,
Aandd g0 the Httle home was sacrificed,
il we set np an ahode dlsew bere,

Or mother, who had been the most
contlding soul (n the world, was sus-
picious of everything and everybody in
hor new surroundings and  Insisted
that the house shonld be lorked and
bolted At 10 o'clock every night, Al
that time we bolted the door to our.
nparuments. A hnlf past 10 the front
iloor, was locked by the janitor, and
eyarybody was supposed to be safely
mu-ln,l away in bed,

“Ridlcnlous,” growled Fred, after
‘muther had left thé room with the key |
I hier pockel, “to expect A grown man
to be at home every night at 10."

Fred was lnvited to a little supper

teacher was to render the star num-
hers.

"Rhe wiil let you stay out till 11 10 1
ank hor, amd I will &It up for you."

“You know maother goes to bed at 10,
w0 If 1 should be a little behind tme,
don't mind, Milly, don’t mind; that's a
good girl”

“Very well, brother mine!"

*Or half an hour, or an hour! She'll
be aslecp, anywny, and 11l Just cough
gently under you window, and then
you'll come down and let me In."”

“Hee that yon watch I8 not too far
behind time, Freddy,” 1 langhed, “and
I'll see what can be dope.”

“I'll go down now and try it on! If
you hear me congh, let 1 know,"

Freddy went oul, A moment after-
ward | beard him cough lumediately
under my window, T looked out and
nodded to him. “A! right, old fellow,
I ean hear the aignal,”

Mother finally was prevalled upon to
give her permission for Fred to stay out
until 11, and after supper made herself
c¢omfortable In the big arm chalr with
Ahe evident Intention to walt for the
L Male protector” of the family.

At 10 o'elock she lvoked pretty slespy,
and the strike of the pext half hour
awoke her from her first nap, She
gathered up her knitting.

“He will soon be here now, Milly;
iI's really not worth while for hoth of
ng toslt up. ['m golng to bed but not
1o alesp until he 18 safely at home.”

I bsde mother good-nlght. Ino lexs
than fivea minutes, 1 knew, she would
be soupd asleep. An Interewilng book
would belp me over the nexi hour. Be-
fore 1 knew [ was deeply Involved in
the love affalr of a young couple, and
whan I turned the lnst page of the book
It was twerty minutes past midnight.

A sudden thonght struck terror to my
lisrt. Fred may have been here and,
ahworbed as 1 was In my story, I might
il have heard the signal. 1 rushed to
the window, but nobody was to be seen,
Toe miputes dragged with leaden slow-
news. A quatter of 11 Where conld
he he?: At 1 o'clock | began to divest
myself of my dress and slipped Into
my gown. Then | arranged my hair
for the night and had Just finished put-
tng oge side of wy head mto curl
papers, when the Mxnal CcAame.

I '.lh the wlmlun opened H Just |
a bit fily
“In that you, Preddy * o
“y

8"
“fHere In the h;l" I threw 1t down
’nln the lh'!ﬂ

t h"ﬁhﬂ.mbﬂo bring

It np th you!™

“Quite fight!”

“Aod take off your bnh dop't let
father bénr you.”
“Yory good!™
1 2.. the lamp aod hmn&d
on ﬂnwn t llm nwy belmlilﬂl-

The key m‘m}'ll O

Wik |«

bur Freddy exhiblted L

dintier ‘the bell rang.

panse,  Freddy was evidently taking
off hls shoes before comiug up the
stalrs.

“You are a —" 1 was on the poiot
of whispering, when I heard the boot-
less step quite near me, bt 1 suddenly
checked myself. From out of {he shad-
oW of the chairs l'lll.l.'l‘j.'.l'll a4 shining
hehmet with waving plumes. and  be-
neath It the strange faee of o young
man, with a dark brown mustache and
black eyes, the whole figure arrayed In
knightly armor- evidently in 8-
quernde solr,

I had Just presence of mind enoogh
left not to cry vut alowl. A few staps
sutlices] to bring”me within the shelter
of oup hall, and as | elosed the door 1
sawiahe tall stranger bow profoundly,
lIwn all was dark. 1 was terrdbly
| frightened at first, but when soon after

riGURE

WHOLE
KN[GHTLY ARMOR.

I came tos hy aenses Treatized that

THE ARRAYED IN

the stennger had wy key, ptrhiaps be
had left it In the lock. I rekindled the
lamp, arrangéd wy tollet and descend-
od to the front ooy, 1)

Noi Jt was not there. In my excite-
ment 1 had furgutu-u to note whether
the kolght hmd gone down or up the
ﬁmlrﬂ afer uihlilu;m himsglf with my
key. Theré was‘nothing left for me to

tlo but to go from one floor to the other

nnd find the culprit. - [ rang the bell of
the  lower fat rimidly enough. It
bronght to the door an old man.

“Have you a young man lodger who
has just come home? He has wmy—"

“Not growled a volee, and (he door
was slammed [0 my face.

I went to the next floor and repeated
the experiment, A young servaot mald
eame to 1lu-§mr

“No,” she ghld, when 1 lﬂt‘lllh'l"d nfter
A young man in a masquernde sult; no
young mun lived:on thelr premises,

Past our own door 1 now stumbled
and went to the floor above, My wnock
brought to the door a rolly-polly little
old woman In dressiog sack amd night
cAp.

“What Is It, child?” she asked, anx-
lously, for she koew me. “Is  your
mother 1117 Can we pelp you®”

“No,7 1 whispered, “but 1T have Just
by milstake glven our latchkey 1o a
strange young man In o masqierade
suit beenuse 1 took him for my brother.
Does e live with you?” -

“No, my dear young lady.”

Tears came to my cyes. 1 wis
wit's ends.

“But n young artist has just moved
into the garret room, Pechapa he (s the
man you seek."

Yes, it must be he! But how could I,
A young woman, go to a young man's
quarters In the middle of the night to
demand the return of my lateh key?

My old friend came to my rescue,
called her husband, and sent him up-
stalra to ask for my key, We could
bear thelr wolees, first uninteliglble,
and then the volee of the siranger rang
out in the tone of injured lnnocence.

“What; not returned the key? 1 lald
it at the feet of the young lady ¥

And so it wius. When we three came
down to our door and beld the Inmp
close to the floor, we found If lying
where he had sald. 1 thanked wy
nelghbors for thelr Kindly asslstnpes
wnd hastened to the window o look out
for Fred.

There he stood, shivering In i eold,
anxiously walting for admittance, He

At my

had not much to say, but grabbed the
Inmp and disappeared in bis toom. |

MOTREK HANDRD ME Nin ("llh

r!hl-mu Blame him, though he wu woe-
tuily late lp coplog bome

Next moriing wa. fonnd our
mother was unaware of the mnn
of the night. , Bhe had slept the sleep
of thie Jus, for whieh | was profoundly
thanktol. “
. duat as we: mmﬁ, fb -ﬁqlon to

dllnlom'lu

| low T,000,000 In 1850, below 8,000,000

disturbance 1 caused last night,” lr
heard the voles u{ A FOUNZ Mo say.

“Disturbsinee! |1 Kiswew nothing of It, |
Ailly ™

I came fn, red as n peony, and l'ﬂltl,'
to wink into the door, Swother hunded
me his gard, “Mr. Charles Bowmaa, |
Arting,” 1 sk, i .

“You must rell me all abount it, Mr. |
Bowintan,” continuesd my mother, “for |
I lon't Kunow whiat Sull mean, really.”

Aud e toid her fust what had bap
pened. Mother's face grew longer amd
longer as b procesded with his nar-
rative, g

“Stupld men!” I thonght, Just at the
end e shiowed a graln of sense,

"When did all this happen?’ asked
my mother, exeltedly. “1 went to bed
at 10 o'vlock. 1 hope that Fred came
“Bome at the proper time, Milly.”

The young man's dark eyes turned
o e,

“1 dun't know fust to the minute, out
It must have been about 11 o'clock or
thereabout ™

I Dlessedd ibm for that u!l*m ¥

Mr. Bowman's first unfortunate visit |
was followed hy many more. He be ‘
came my brother's friend, then my
sweetheart, and now he 't my be
trothed. Late In the spring we are to
b marrisd.

POPULATION OF IRELAND,

Emigratioh Decressing — Report of
the Regisntar General

The report of the register general of
Ireland for the year 18 has been [s-
#ued as o blue hook, - It states that the
marringe rute for that part of the Unit- l
ed Kingdom, although not high, in 1866
wis conslderably 1n excess of the de-
cenniul avernage, and was the highest
for any year sinee 1871, says a. London
dispateh to the Paris Measenger. The
birth rate was somewhat above the av-
erage and was the highest for any year
sihee 1884, wirile on the other hand the
denth rate was muech below the aver- |
uge, belag only 16.6 per 1,000, and was
the lowest for nny year sinee 1871, The
‘exeeds of births over deaths was 81,-
011,

Ad the loss by emigration amounted
to 38005, there was an apparent de-
crense of 7054 In the population durlng
the yewr. it ngalnst this decrease
thete I8 o =et-off In lmmigration, of
which no otficlal record has been ob-
tidned,  The esthmated population in
the mlddle of the year was 4,560,378,
The rate of emigration last year per
1,000 of tlie sstiniated populstion was
K.ti, the average rate for the previous
ten years Iwlong 12.7. In 1804 the rate
wis a8 low as TR, wherens In 1887 it
reached 17.1. The population of lre
land, Including the military, naval and
merchant service, amounted In 1822 to
6,802,708, From that period the num-
ber eontinued to Increase until 1845,
when It imounted to 8,200,061,

It then began to go through a con:
tinnous process of decline, falllng bhe

In 1856 and helow 5,000,000 In 1884, the
lowest polnt belng reached last year.
The emigration .which took place in
159 comprised 3,842 from the provines
of Lelnster, 16,485 from Munster, 7,484
from (llster and 12234 from Con-
nnught. Of the total emlgrants from
Irelund Inst year 6.0 per cent were un-
der 15 years of age, 83.7 per cent be
tween 15 and 35 years old, 8.4 per cent
were 55 or upwird, and {n ten Inslances
the ages were not speclfied. Tho great
bulk, therefore, were ln the prime of
life,

YOUNG PHIL SHERIDAN.

Not Hrillinnt, but Studlous and In-
dustrious at West Point.

Up at West Point there {8 a slender,
Smooth-faced young wman who |8 work-
fng day and night e cmulate the glo
rlous record of his father,

It 1s “young P’hll Sheridan.” He ls
already a soldier by instinet. lp a few
years e will 1w a soldler In reality,

So far he has tnken but little inter-
est in the athletle sports of his elass-
miates, He Is not a foot-ball player.
He 1s a bad hand at base-ball. He
plays tenuls and enjoys It. Most of all,
however, he is a thorough student,

Wihile not exnctly u brilllant youth,
young Bherldan 14 persistent and In-
dustrious, and 1t would not be surpris-
Ang If at the end of four years' study
he should be grnduate at the head of
his clnss,

It was not only his own but his moth-
er's desire that he should become a sol-
dler, and by the tlime he recelves his
liputenancy It is possible that we may
indulge In n wat with a forelgn power
that will enuble him to show his mettle,

Like poets, however, great oldlers]
seem 1o be a question of birth und In-
stinct. In this connection a prominent
West Polut officer recently suld:

“It 1s almost u certalnty that 1 we
wens 1o go to war now the successes
that we might achieve would act de-
pend upon the sons of our dead milf-
tary heroes. I do not know of one who
has been graduated at this college who
has shown any especial brilliancy.

“Sheridan 1s ax hrilllant as any of
them. Military genlus does not shine
In thmes of peace, however, It takes
war to bring ont a soldler's qualities,
and it Is llkely that In case of an arm-
ad confllct new generals would spring
ip from humble lloutenants who have
bui iy managed to wscratel through
thelr examination.”—New York Jour
nnl. s

. When It Happened,
“What {lme was It." auked the Judge
of the rarnl witness, “when (his affalr
oecurred .
“Well, sir,” replied the witness, “ef 1
dont disremember It wuy lofg or "bout
fodder-pﬂllll time." i

“1 mean,” lllnul the judge, "what
umouuur' -~k
It warn't ne
m it was

“I came 1o g your pasdon for the |

| deeper layers of the epldenmis.

lﬁ:. mureh-ofpswhinlhemr
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Por Cleaning and Pnllshlug Stoves
wix finely-powdered black-lead to a
pu=te with water in which a small
tmount of glue has been dissol ved,

The bull of an elsetric lamp should
Rever be inelosed In any fabrie, If
wrapped in tissue paper so that no air
ciinl puss between it and the glass, the
piper will soon be on fire,

Paper tiles are sald to have numerousy
mmmmg« # over the ordinary ones, he-

oz lighter, harder, and also iImpervious
Iu damp. Furthermore, they are non-
conduetors of heat and sound, and look
better than the old kind.

Glass lbrary shelves have recently
been Introdnced (n France, The cdges
are rounded. The glass & nearly ino-
flexible, which gives It great advant-
Bge over wood, Its strangth bas been
proved. 1t 1« more easily kept clean
than other shelving., The appearance
of the lbrary s greatly enhanced, The
book people who have used it are en-
thusiastic,

Sudden and great fluetuations in the
level of water-ln wells 1n stormy weath-
er, closely corresponding to the fuctua-
tions In wind veloetty recorded by Prof.
Langley, have been observed by Dr.
Romel Marting. This explalns the pop-
ular tradition that bad weather may be
predicted from the sudden rise and fall
of wells. Cuoriously, however, small
and rapid changes of barometers are
more certaln to affect wells than :i.l.l'l;l,'
chunges,

Recont olwervations on the differ-
ences of color in different races of men
dre described In a4 French fournal of
anthropology by Mousienr Breml. It
appears that the color of the skin de-
pends upon a plgment contained in the
This
plgment, [0 the form of winwtle graias,
Is distrilnted in the same manner in all
races, the only differerce belog o the
color of the grains, whicll yvaries from
black, through many lghter shades, up
to lHght yellow.

In Spaln, where the telephone s large-
ly usil [n place of the telegraph, says
Monsleur Plerard, as reported in the
Bleetrical World, an Ingenlous appll-
cation of the phonograph to record the
telephonle messages has been made.
The recelving operator repeats the mes-
sage Into a phonegraph, from which It
can afterward be trunscribed at lels-
ure, This saves the delay caused by
writing the message during its recep-
tion, and insures greater accuracy be-
ciuse the repetitlon of the message for
the phonograph la heard, simultaneous-
1¥, by the original sender at the other
end of the line,

Many of the violent changes which
occur under the surface of the sea, as
Prof. Johu Milne has recently shown,
produce effects that are distinetly and
sometimes disastrously felt on the land.
Wherever a profound cavity exists in
the bed of the ocenn near tue land, and
wherever the border of a continent
slopes off Into a deep sea, great slides
are apt to occur, and these often cause
enrtiiquakes, In Jupan, Mr. Milne says,
a large number of earthquakes came
from the deep sea off the mouth of the
Tonegnwa, the largest of the Japanese
rlvers. The river brings down alluvial
detritus which 18 deposited on the brink
of a deep hollow In the ocean, and from
time to thne the accumulated deposit
#lldes Into the depths, shaking not only
the gaa-bottom, but the adjacent laud,

Axcording to Nikola Tesln, as report-
ed In Industries and lron, “of all con-
celvable methods of generating electri-
eil energy, nothing in the present nor
In the future ls llkely to compare In
facility and economy with the water-
fall.” Of all methods of generating
power, the utilization of waterfall, he
siays, 18 the slmplest and least waste-
ful. Acconding to him, even If It were
possible, by combining carbon In & bat-
tery, to convert the work of the chem-
leal combination Inte electrlon] energy

‘with very Ligh econemy, such mode of
‘obtaining pewer, he thinks, would be

no more than & mere makesmift, bound

~to' be replaced sooner or Iater by # more

perfect methed which requires no con-
sumption of any material whatever,

*With a vlew to rendering his opera-
tions really asaeptic,” says the Rerlin
ecorrespondent of the Lancet, “Prof.
Mlkulicz of Breslau has taken to ope-
rating In gloves, and has published an
acconnt of the favorable results obtain
od after three monthy’ exper.ence. e
uses fine thread gloves, which are madde
Aseptic In steam In the same way as
surgical bandages. Of course the hinnds
are washed and disinfected lu the nsn
al mannuer befere the gloves am put on.
The glovea have to be changid several
times during long operations; they are
worn by the assistants as well. Prof.
Mikullez declares that none of {he mnn-
ipulations are rendered awkward or
diMicolt by the gloves, and that, on 1he
gontrary, it In easler to take and keep
hold of tisanes In gloves than with the
bare hand. He further recommends
the tise of & respirator of sterilized mus-
{In, in order #o avold danger From
monutl bacteria,

————— ——— ——————

Authore Enjoying Machanica) Heips
The up-to-date stories about authors

--'WW that the brotherhood of the

are as keenly allve 1o the advan-
ages of & high state of civilization s

pity. 'I'he wllh Mlllln

pen which hoids Ink enough for ebout
10,000 words has made his appearnnce.
His dally stint is the amount of Ink in
his pen, and when that {8 exhausted
he stops; the author who has lost three
months' work by the breaking of a
phonograph, Into which he had dietated
a novel, has also come Into publicity,
and people feel as sorry for bim as did |
the gay Frenchmen of a bundred and
| fifty years ugo for the poet who lost a
collection of blank rhymes., The au-
thor who keeps a phonograph by his
hedside, in order not to lose the bnl-
llant (deas that come to him In the s8l-
lent watehes of the night, and the mag-
azine editor who, from his residence,
Metates g lengthy and learned article
through the telephone to & shorthand
writer at hls office are all with us, for
the authors are evidently not the kind
of people to lag behind the age in which
they llve.

A PECULIAR EXPLOIT.

Towed a Large Turtle Twelve Miles
Through the Water,

Jim Westover, & youngster of 21, and
a rider of the “Like,” Is the hero In the
region uhout Mayport, Fla., just at
present over the capture of a huge tur-
tle the other night on the beach., West-
over had been down on the beach tak-
Ing & spin and also to see about some
cows In 4 pasture at Six-Mile Polnt.
He had a rope about fifty feet long that
he ook with him to do some measuring
o1 some camp meeting lots. Knowing
that this was the time for turtles to be
laying thelr eggs, they affecting moon-
light nights for such exercise, he kept
A sharp lookont for them. Just after
passing Pablo he saw the big outlines
of something black up the beach,

“By Jimminy,” sald Jim under his
breath, “that's a dog-goned big un, too."”

Riding v» slowly, he soon came near
the big turtle, which was too busy lay-
Ing eggs to notlee Jim's nofseless ap-
proach. Jim cogitased over the matter
for a few minutes and then, taking his
rope, carefully fastened it to the tur
tle's front flipper and drew the rope
tight. No sooner did the turtle feel
this than |t started up and wiggled to-
ward the water. Jim mounted hls
wheel and tried to ride off the other
way. Jim pedaled amd pedaled, but
could not move the old fellow., The
turtle seemed to have the best of the
bargain  und pulled the unwilllng
wheelman to the water's edge. Jim was
gettiog anxlous, As the turtle entered
the water he started up the beach
nlongslde the water's edge, trying to
Kot o new pull on his capture,

To his great surprise and dellght he
found that he had the turtle foul. The
oid fellow was at home in the water,
but having his right fipper caught by
the tow rope he was powerless to run
away, and fight a8 hard as he could he
could not escape. Jim started up the
beach as near the water's edge as he
could ride, and began to tow the turtle
to Mayport. The turtle naturally ob-
Jected and sheered out to sea. But the
rope belng attached to his landeide
flipper i kept hdm at just the right dis-
tance from the shore and he towed as
edsy as & log, as Jlm sald afterward,
OUnce in a while he got obstreperous
and twice Jim fell into the water, but
by midnlght he and his prize arrived
off Commanche Point. His wild whoops
aroused the nelghbors, who came out to
see what was up. They would not be-
lleve that Jim had towed the turtle for
twelve miles (n this way, until he show-
#] them the rope and then to show off
towed the blg fellow up and in front
of the town for 4 few turns. And the
turtle had gotten used <o it now and
kept Just far out enough to make tow-
Ing easy. When he saw Jim turn to
come back, after golug up the bank a
little ways. the turtle torned around
and shifted the rope to his landside
fiipper again, as he knew that he could
not be towed If the rope waa on the out-
side. Jim has the turtle In & crawl
nedr his house and every evening he
takes him Por a tow along the banks.—
Chicago Ohronicle,

Seals Love Musio.

The well-known love of seals for mu-
sleal sounds often leads to their de
struction, When the Eskimo hunter
sees none ol his prey about he begine
whistling, and sooner or later ls sure te
attract an appreclative seal within
reach of his harpoom. Lylng, at full
length at the edge of the ice he contin-
ues whistling low, plaintive, calling
notew, and presently a few of the anl-
mils will draw near to the spot, lifung
themselves as high as théy can out of !
the water, and slowly moving thelr
hends to and fro, as if keeping time to
the miusle., By and by one seal, mom™
daring than its fellows, will come very
vlose to the hunter, who then jumps to
his feet and slays the creature, while
iis mates make off as quickly as possl-
ble.—Pearson's Weekly.

Japanesc Industry.

The Japancse think the best mission-
ary they can send to Formosa s the
locomotive, and they propose to civilize
15 500,000 flerce Inhabitants by bulld-
ing railroads, which will furnish trans-
portation for the sugar, tobacco, rice,
varn, lea, eamphor, cinnamon, pepper
atd tropleal frults which flourish lux-
firlonsly in nearly the safue latitode as
the Sandwich Islands,

The Japanear Government {ron foua-
dry now in course of construction at

Yedamitsn In the Oga distriet will turn
otit 8,000 tons of ateel yearly.

France's Consumption of Alcalwl,

A learned professor at Geneva, Swit-
zerlinil, siates that  France rinks
more sleohol annually than any o ler
nation jn Burope, His calculation s
byl on the pereentage of wleoholle
Hynne« consumed. According to thia
standurd cach person In France drinks
thirleen yuarts of alcohel In many
more quarts of wines, beers, etc., In
the course of & year,
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" A GREAT GAME PARK:

Twenty-six Thousand Acrea for g
Preserve.

G. T. Ferrls contributes an artiele
on “WIld Animals In a New England
Game Park™ to the October Century,
Mr. Ferrls says, in describing the late
Austin Corbin's New Hampshire pre-
| gerve:

Blue Mountain Forest Park, as the
preserve Is called, includes parts of
four townships, and les near the en-
terprising borough of Newport on the
Concord and Claremont branch of the
Boston and Maine Rallroad. It is sald
1o be the higgest game park in the
world, except one owned by the Duke
of Butherland in Scotland, and one or
two royal demesnes on the continent.
() course, In making romparisons, one
mwust exclude those Immense public pre-
serves, a8 blg as provinees, where the
British Government of India seeks to
save the vlephant from extinetion, amd
our own natlfonal parks in the West,

The name of Blue Monntain attaches
to the entire spur of hills which bisects
the park, while Croydon designates its
lilgliest shoulder rising to the height of
nenrly three thousand feet. The steep
and densely wooded helghts of Croy-
don, curving like a hump, break the
sky-line in the shape of a camel's back;
uear by o sKirting canyon opens a car-
risge route across the mountaln, In
characteristios it Lelongs rather to the
Green  Mountain than to the White
Mountaln range. though It seems dis-
conected from both., The verdure of
an immense forest of spruce, fir, hem-
lock, pine, blreh, beech and maple in-
folds it to the very crest, with here and
there & brown patch of clearing. The
greater part of the Corbln  inelosure
consists of abandoned farms, many of
them already  begluning to  bristle
with saplings; for the wools are on the
march.,  Dismantled honses with win-
dows and doors gaping llke holes In a
gkull, ramshackle barns rotten and
wenather-stained, the wreck of stone
fences thickset with brambles—these
meet the eye at avery turn.

The general outline of the park I8
that of an ellipse with respective diam-
eters  of about four and a half and
eleven  mlles, and the surface I8 cut
diagonally by a backbone of mountain
running northeast.  The lower slopes
and the meadow levels are diversified
with hrooks and swamp land, while ax-
tensive groves of second growth pro-
fusely dot the surface. It is In theése
that the wild swine, the progenitors of
which clashed thelr tusks against the
boar-spears of mediaeval kinge and
barons, root and propagate their kind
with a fecundity which 1§ a marvel to
the keepers.

One can searcely grasp the bigness of
the park by figures. But let the reader
fancy a demense conskderably more
than double the size of Boston and all
Its suburbs; thirty times the area of
Central Park, New York; almost ten
times bigger than Falrmount Park,
Philadelplila; or fourteen times the
acreage of the whole park system of
Chicago. Roads, many of them thor-
oughfares of days gone by, varfously
Intersect the inclosure, and an excel-
lent carriage track crosses the park
from east to west through the pletur-
esque notch. On the western side the
decllvity Is more sloping and open, but
bag the same agrecable diversity of
scene, L]

A wire fence, partly mesh, partly
barbed, nearly eight feet in helght and
twenty-seven miles In eirenit, conflnes
the four-footed tenants withiu its steel
barrier. The same posts which support
the fence untll the trees which have
been set shall have grown to take their
place, string a telephone connecting the
nine sub-stations at the differont gatea
with the central statlon, the home of
the superintendeni, the Corbin villa,
and the town of Newport, The keepers
and other employes of the park vary
from twenty-five to tifty, according to
the seazon of the year. 1t nead scarce-
ly be sald that the needs of attendance
compel a vigllance which never rests,
Merely to wateh the fence, lest It
should have parted somewhere by acel-
dant or wianton mallce, requires an in-
spection twice a week,

Rare Packs of' Cards.

The oldest pack of carde found (n the
United States I8 a deck which was dis-
coverad In perfect condition In n closet
In an anedent house In New Jersey, The
date of ' the pack is of the time of
Charles L, and the cards are of English
make. Some very old playing cards
have Iwen found In the boand bindings
of early books. It looks as If llustra-
tive art was used In the making of
cnrds even before the pletures In books
of religlon. which shows that man
thought more of his amusement than of
the suving of hig soul, At a recent
anle In London some old playing eards
wern disposed of. A geographieal pack,
16756, with the rare explanatory card
deacribing other packs of the period,
brought £8; a pack of old proverb cards,
not In the Hritish museum catalogue,
£4 118; Duatch sativienl enrds, first quar-
ter of the vighteenth century, with the
two supplemental eards, £3 18¢; o pack
of grotesgue curds, the sults cleverly
ileslgned and colorwd, £2 108; o pack
Nusteating the Amerimn tdvil war,
with portralts of the generals eugaged
thereln, £2 24: and the rare poplsh plot
pnck, published In 1670, one enrd 1ming-
Ing, £2 18s.—Collector.

Littie Chin 'I'oa in la-iln.

There seemu to be no doubt that as
far ax the British market I8 concerned
Chinn teas nre grndually becoming ex-
tnet.

Germany's Many Sunloides.
Giermany's proportion of sulcides o
larger than that of any other Europeas
conntry,
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