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REV. DR. TALMAGE TO THE
WEARY AND DISCOURAGED.

e Gives Wordgs of Comfort to All
Who Labor Under Adverse Circum-
slaccesy Both Physical and Mental -
The Uverburdeced and Uverworxed.

Our Washineztos Fulpit.

Dr. Talmage's sermwon this week is one
of good cheer, 1t will give encouragement
to many struggling souls, The subject
s “Contrary Winds," and the tex;: Mat-
thew xiv., 24, “The wind was contrary.”

As 1 well kuow by experience on Lake
Gulilee, ope hour all may be calm and the
next hour the winds apd waves will be so
baistervos that you are in doubt as fo
wherher you will land on the shore or on
the bottom of the deep. The disciples In
the text were caught in such a stress of
wenther and the sails bent aod 1he ship
plunged, for “the wind was contrary,”
There is in one of the Enropean sitaits a
place where, whichever way sou suil,
wiids are opposing. There are people wha
il their life seem suiling in the teeth of

the wind. All things seew against them. |

It muy be said of their condition as of thit
of the disciples in my text, “the wind was
coutrary."”

The Divine Physician

A great multitude of people are under
seeming disadvantage, and I will to-day,
in the swarthivst Apglo-Saxon that 1 can
manage, treat their cases; not 45 a nurse
counts out eight or ten drops of u prescrip-
tion and stirs them in a balf ginss of wat-
¢r. but as when a man has by a mistake
taken a large amount of strychnioe or
paris green or belladonna, and the paticat
in walked rapidly round the room and
shaken up uwutil he gets wide awnkes
Many of you have taken a lurge draft of
the poison of disconragement, and I come
out by the order of the divine Physician
to rouse you out of that lethary.

First, many people are under the disad-
vantage of an unfortunate name given
them by parents who thought they were
~doing a good thing, Sewetimes at the
baptism of children while I have held up
one hand in prayer I have held up the orh-
¢r hand in amazement that parents should
have weighted the babe with sueh a dis-
sonant and repulsive nomenclature. |
bave not so much wondered that some
children should cry out at the christening
font as that others with such smiling face
shonld take a title that will be the burden
of their lifetime. It ig outrageous to af-
flict children with an uudesirable name
because it happened to be possessed by a
parent or & rich unele from whom favors
are expected or some prominent man of
the day who may end his life in disgrace.
1t is no excuse, because they are Seriptire
names, to eall a child Jehoiakim or Tig-
{ath-Pileser. 1 baptized one by the name
of Bathsheba! Why, under all the circum-
amiient heaven, any pareut should want
to give to a child the pame of that loose
creature of Seripture times 1 eannot im-
agine. I have often felt at the buptismal
altur, when names were antonncesd 1o me,
like saying, as did the Rev. Dr. Richards
of Morristown, N. J., when a child was
handed bim for baptism and the name
given, “Hadn't you better call it sume-
thing else?”
~ Tmpose not upon that babe a name sog-
gestive of flippancy or meanness, There is
o excense for such assault and battery on
the eradle when our language is opulent
with names musical and suggestive in
meaning, such as John, meaning “the
graclous gift of God.” or Henry, meaning
#the chief of a household,” or Alfred,
meaning “good counselor,” or Joshua,
meaning “God, our salvation,” or Am-
brose, meaning “immortal” or Andrew,
meaning “manly.” or Esther, meaning
Sgtar,”” or Abigail, meaning “grace” or
Yictoria. meaning *victors,” or Rosalie,
meaning “beautiful as a rose.” or Mar-
garet, meaning “& pearl,” or lda, mean-
ing “godlike,” or Clara, meaning “illus-
trious,” or Amelia, meaning “busy,” or
Bertha, meaning “beautiful,’ and hon-
dreds of other names just as good that are
s help rather than a hindrance.

The Faomily Name.

Bat sometimes the great hindrance in
life is not in the given nmme, but in the
family name. While legislutures are will-
ing to lift such incubuses, there are fumi-
lies that keep a name which mortgases all
the generations with a great disadvant-
age. You say, “1 wonder if he is any re-
lation to So-and-80," mesning some fum-
ily celebrated for crime or deception. Tt
is & wonder to me that in all such families
some spirited young man does not rise,
saying to his brothers and sisters, “If you
want to keep this puisance or seandalizn-
tion of & name, | will keep it no longer
than until by gqunickest course of law I can
alongh off this gungrene.” The oity (i
rectory has hundreds of npames the mere
pronunciation of which has been a life-
long obstacle If ron have started life
poder & name which, either through ridie-
ulons orthography or viclons suggestion.
hae been an lucombicauce, resolve thar the
nes. generntion shnll not be s0 weighiel
It is Dot demenning 10 change a nnme,
Baul of Tarsus became Paul the Apostie,
Hudassah, “the myrtle,” beenme Esther,
Hiiie star.” We lave in Amerien, and |
suppose 1t is %0 in all countries, names
wliich ought to be abolished, and can be
and will be abolished for the reason that
they are a libgl and a slander. But if four
gny reason you are submerged either by a

:-'»‘*."“ name on by a family name thar you

must bear, God will heip you 10 overcome
the ountrage by a life consecrated to the
good and useful. You may ¢rase the curse

- Again, many people labor under the
_misfortune of incomplete pliFsical equip-
ment. We are by our Creator so tconom-
t that we canaot.afford the ob-
of any physical faculty. We

nds, our two feet, our elght fingers and
two thumbs. Yet what multitudes of peo-

" ple bave but oue eye, or but ove foot! The

casualties of life bLave been
quintupled, sextupled, ayp,
in our time by the civil war,
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| when the poor man s pwd from th ta il
ahd hobbled to the door. and snl, “Lion.
tlemen, | am sorry to disasge m, by
by the belp of God 1 will die with my leg
un,” What a terrific loss is the liss of onr
‘ physical faculties!
The way the hnttle of Crecy was decld
|m| aguinst the Feooch was b
men killing the Fra 1
' brought their riders 10 ¢ 1 ud
| when you eripple this body, whivh is men
the animal on wl rides, |
Jou may svmetilmnes defeat the soul,

Phyalcal Ills,
Yet how many suffer from this physical
! Good cheer, my brother! God
ke it op to
Eface, tie sympatny
to you thun anything yon have |
God allows pirt of your res s 10 Do
cut off in one place, he will add it on some-
where else, As Augustus. the emperor,
took-off a day from February, making it
the shortest month jo the year, and added
e Aug 1 fgen] 4 fter bim-
self, 2o e rom one part of
to Another,
iw mneh of the worlil's
1% beenu done by mon of subtracted
orgunization, =, X, 'reston
r of the sonthwest, went Lm;
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ing all his life, butl there was o foot put

down npon any platfe of his
resoulided so far as his olab fout
thoven was so deaf that he could net he

the erush of the orchestra render
oratorios. Thomas Carlyle, the dys;
martyr, witk given the commisgion to drive
eant out of the warld's fiteruture. The
Iew, Thomas Steckton of Philadelphia
with one lung raised his aadienee nearer
than ministers can  raise
them with two lungs, In the banks, the
insurance compunies, the commercial o
tablishments, the reformatory associn-
tions, the churches, there are tens of thou-
sand= of men and women to-day doubled
up with rheumatism, or subject to the
nenralgins, or with only fragmente of
linths, the rest of which they left at Chat-
tancogn, or South Mountain, or the Wil
derness, and they are worth more 1o the
world and more to the church and more tu
Gioel than those of us who have never so
much as bad a finger joint stifened by a
felon.

P'ut to full use all the faenlties that re-
main and charge on all opposing circum-
stanees with the determination of John of
Bohemin, who was totally blind and yet
nt n battle erisd out, =1 pray and besesch
rou to lead me so far into the fight that 1
may strike one good Bow with this sword
of mine.” Do not think s mgch of what
faculties sou have lost as of what facul-
ties remain.  You have enough left 10
make yourself feit in three worlds, while
you help the earth and balk hell and win
heaven, Arise from sonr discournge
ments, O men ad women of depleted or
erippled physical faculties, and see what,
by the special help of God, yon can ac-
complish!

heaven most

A New Outfil,

And then remember that all physical
disadvantages will after awhile vanish,
Let those who have been rhenmatismed
out of a foot, or catarncted out of 41 exe;
or by the perpetanl roar of our cities thun-
dered out of an ear, look forward to the
day when this old tenement house of flesh
will pome down and a better one shall be
builded, The resurrection morning will
provide you with a better outfit. Either
the unstrung, wornout, blunted and crip
pled orgnns will be so reconstruocted that
sou will not know them, or an entire new
ket of eyes and enrs and feer will be given
you. Just what it means by corruption
puatting oo incorruption we do not know,
save that it will be glory ineffable. Nao
limping in heaven, no straining of the eye-
sight 1o ses things a little way off, no pot-
ting of the hand behind the ear to double
the eapacity of the tympanym, but facul
ties perfect, all the keys of the instrument
attuned for the sweep of the fingers of
ecstasy. But unlil that day of resumption
romes et us bear each other’s burdens and
so fulfill the law of Christ.

Another form of disadvantage under
which many labor in lack of early educa-
tion. There will be no excuse for igno-
rance in the next generation. Free schools
and illirmmitable opportunity of education
will make ignorance & crime. [ helleve m
compulsory education, and those parents
who neglect 10 put their children under
educational advantages have but one right
Jeft, and that is the penitentiary. Bat
there are multitndes of men and women
in midlife who have had no opport 2aity.
Free schools had not Pet been established,
and vast multitudes had little or no sehool
at all. They feel it when as Christinn
men they come to spesk or pray in reli-
gious assemblies or public gecasions, pa-
triatie, or political, or edueational. They
are silent because they do not foel com
petent.  They owe nothing to Fnglish
grammar, or geography, or belles lettres,
They would vot Know a participle from a
proncun if they met it many times a day.
Muany of the most gnevessfu] werchapts of
America and men in high politichl places
rannot write an aceturate ietter on BNy
theme. Theyr are completely dependent
npon clerks and deputies aml stenogra-
phiers to make things right. 1 knew a
lirernry mnn who in other yeurs in this
rity pmde his fortupe by writing spescehes
for Congressmen or fixing them up for
the Congressioni] Record after they were
deliversd, The millionaire Wiiteraey of
thig country is heyond measurement,

Now, suppos. o man finds himself in
mig!ide without edueation, what is he to
dot Do the best he ean, The most effect-
ive .asman in a former pustorad charge
that 1 ever heard speak  on religions
theenen could within five minutes of ex-
‘hogtation brenk all the laws of Englivh
grasospnr, and if he left any law unfrac-
tuped he wonld complete the work of lin-

devastation in the praver with which
he fallowed it. But | wonld rather have
him pray for mie if 1 were sick or o tron-
ble than any Christinn man [ know of,
and in that charch all the people preferred
him in exhortation and prayer to all pth-
ers. Why? Becaiise he was so thorough.
ly pions nod had soeh power with God
he was irresistible, and as be west on In
his prayer sinners repented and snints
shouted for joy. and the bereaved weetned
to get back their dead in celestial com-
punionship. And when he had stopped
praying and as soon as [ eonld wipe out
of my eyes enough tears to see the closing
bymu I ended the meeting, fearful that
some long-winded prayer meeting bore
would pull us down from the seventh

{ heaven m your
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f H o Yale or Oxfonl,
Vi - in the schoal of
(Chris W £ to the gate of
bessen, no oo k o whether you
TUn s or of Genesis,
Lgt wi 5 arned the fear of
the Lo . 3 i ng of wis-
u, r whe her oow how to siluare
Lhe rede hgr whet i have Lived &

bguare e lgon roosd worbl, Mount Zioa

Is highivr than M t Pirnassus.
] w it r riudes there are an.
ther dissdvantingsys! Here ls g Chris-
W whose husband thinks reli-
mm, anid while the wife prays
ehildren one way the husbinnd swearn
vy muother. Or here is 4 Christisan
man Wi is rying to oo his best for God
nunil t itd his wife holds him
back aed sayvs on the way home from
praser meeting, where he gave testimony
for Christ: “What a 1 vou mmde of
wrself T bogwe Lereafter yon will keep
still."”  Asnd when be wou'd be benevolent

antd give £ she ses i for not giv.

N o s I must do | « and |.1:],.
Hiddy thank God that T never proposed it
home (o gl ig for 3 nise of
| humnnity or reli wit the other part-
avr o the domestie hrm apyroved It And
wh t seemed b v ability, and
{n -9 . she hnd three §
fut now men who

when they to charitable abjects
are afruid wife shall fnd it ont.
What a withering eurse such a woman |
must be to a good man!

Then there are of
dissdvantage of poy
get things cheapest? Yun say those whao
hove Qittle moans. But they pay more,
You buy coal by the ton: they buy it by
the bucket. You bus flour by the burrel;
they buy it by the pound. You get ap-
pairedl cheap, becguse yon pay cnxl; thes
pay detr, beenuse they have to get trust.
wl. And the Bible was right when it HHI'I.
*The destruction of the poor is their pov-
orty.”

Then there are those who made o mis
tike in early life, and that oversbhadows
all thedr days, Do you not khow that
that man was once In prisca?” is whis-
peresl.  Or, “Dw you know that that man
once attempted spicide?’  Or, "I you |
knew thar that mnn onee absconded 7 |
Or, “Dv you kpow that that man was
onee discharged for dishonesty ™ Per-
haps there was only one wrong desed in the
mun's life, saod that gue act hannts the
suhsequent half centory of his existeoce,

Other Hindrances. |

(khers have 8 mighty obstacle in their |
persanal appearnnee, for which they are
st They furget that God
fashioned their features snd their com- |
plexion aud their stature, the gize of their
pose, and wouth, and bands, and feet,
nrdd guve them thedr pait and their gen-
eral appearsnce;, and they forget that
mueh of the world’s best work and the
choreh’s best work has heen done by
homely people, and that Pau! the apostle
is sald to have been humphaecked and his |
eyesight wenkened by ophthalmin, while |
wany of the finest in appearance bave
|-1|a!-l-t| their 1ime ln-fl-rl- !iul!l’-l‘iuu l‘mk:nz
glazses, or in studying killiog attitades,
and in displaying the richness of wanl-
robs—not ane ribbon, or vest, or sack, or
glove, or button, or ihn!qﬂ!‘ili}: of which
they have had bruins to earn for them-
aelvies,

Others had wrong proclivities from the

= nuder the great
¥. Who ought to |

responsibile,

start. They were born wrong, and that
sticks to one even after e is born agnin,
Oh, this waorld is an overburdensd world,
nn overworked world! Ir §s an awfuly
tired world. It is a dreadfully wufortu-
nate worlil, Scientists are trving to find
out the cause of these earthquakes in all
lands, ecisatlantic and transatlantic. But
what gbout the moral woes of the world |
that have racked all nations, and for 6,000
years science proposes nothing but knowl-
edge, and many prople who know the |
most are the most ancomforied?
A Cheering Voice,

In the way of practical relief for all dis-
advantages and all woes, the ondy voice
that is worth listening to on this subject
is the voice of Christinoity, which is the
volce of Almighty God, Whether 1 have
mentivoed the partcnlar disadvantage
under which you labor or not, I distinetly '
declare, in the name of my God, that
there is n way out and o way up for all of
vou. Yom cannat be any worse off than
that Christimn young woman who was in |
the Pembeerton mills when they fell some
years ago, and from under the fallen tim- |
bwrs she was heard singing, “I am going
hote to de no more.”

Take good courage from that Bible, all
of whose promises are for those in bad
predicament.  There are better duys for
you, either on earth or in heaven, [ put
my hand under your chin and lift your |
face into the light of the coming dawn.
Have God on your side, and then you |
have for reserve troops all the armiea of
heaven, the smallest compuny of which
in 20,000 ¢harjots and the smallest hrigade
144,000, the lightuings of heaven their
drnwn swonl. The voices of your adver-
saries, haman and satunle, shall be cov-
eredl with confusion, while you shall he
uot ouly ecougueror, but more than con-
queror, through that grace which has ko
often wade the fallen helmet of an over-
thrown antagonist  the footstos! of g
Christian vietory,

Short Seriaons,

Consclence. —Earth’y preatest trage. |
dy I8 the tragody of (Lose who have
fallen from Integrity and virtue, as
stars fall out of the sky. A ship may
lose its sabls and rudder, but if it retals |
s compass it yet mgry resich the har- |
bor. Bot in life all & lost when man |
loses his consclence, —~Rey. Dr, Hillls, |
Independent, Chieago, T1L !

Government, —1f tee Suate should as-
sume paternal relations towand its elti- |
7on4 the resglt wonld be that /t would
#0001 e Jooked npon as a glgantic nurse,
who would have the management nod |
direction of everything. All energy, by |
which wealth s acquired and art and |

ed, and soclety would soon lapse Into a |
state of barbarism.—Rev, B, M. Malmer,
Preshyterian, New Orleans, La.
Unskilled Labor.—New machinery ia
more and more enabling unskilled labor
to replace skilled labor, In a Califor-
nla city last winter 1 was told that

o Wi of good in

Industries advaneed, would be denden- |

Sometimes be learns it at his mother's
knee. =ometlimes on Wis father's—foee
Oherwise he recoives physical
demensitation from a  bigger  bay.
From whileh it would appear that the
3 fiesters azetted to the il'r-'-pr---s-:
Bles were not well broaglit up. At all
events, they hid the l‘v;-':h:liun of L
Ing the most rowily crew in the army
Hst Now, In Indin, 8 reputation s only
anins] Ly belng deservid, Sl It owas
in o hillstation that the == talterns of
the lrrepressibles reached the lnftiesi
pintgede of their folly. The affair was
hnshed up afterward, for the honor of |
the regiment, ns suelr things shouald he.

The Lrrepressibles were polucky In
their quarters that year., They were
fixed on the plains at a thme when there
wis nothing to do, no game, no soclety,
no auything. In a case ke that they
were thrown back on themselves, and
the result wos nnfortunate. Men's tem-
pers began to give way uoder the strain, |
and, from the commanding officer
down to the smallest boy capable of
beating a drum, there was not one who
did not curse the hour he was born at |
o day.

The trouble came. 1t all arose out of
the Junior Subaltern going out fishing
one day, or out of the fact that he
caught nothing. Coming back, how-
ever, he must needs run across a cobra,
which, with his usual foolbardiness,
he duly forked and transferred alive
and wriggling into his ereel. Thence,
on arrival at quarters, It was removed
to & perforated box and tenderly fed.

Two of the subalterns begnn to de-
velop a most astonishing degree of ha-
tred the one for the other. They were
two men sufficiently allke In character
and capabilities to be eithier the firmest
of friends or the bitterest of enemles,
As a matter of cholee they were the
lntter. Jealousy was at the bottom of
the trouble, no doubt. In the natural
order of things, this little feeling didn't |
make 1ife any the pleasanter for the |
rest. At first it was treated as a wu-l-l
come diversion, and for n thne the oth-
er youngsters used to take an artistie
pleasure In fanning the gquarrel, fore-
maost belng the Junior Subaltern.

What was originally a variation of
the monotony of life, however, soon
caie to he a nolsance, and the Irrepres
githles bepan (o feel very sick., Then
they got to wishing that one or hoth of
the mwen wonld dle. This s pot 4 nice
sentiment to entertain toward any
man, especially If he 8 a brother-of-
ficer. But, most of all, each of the men
wished that the other would go out, and
this wins even worse,

At last matters came to a head, The
two subalterns bad a regular row one
night after mess. They would have
come to blows If It hadn't been for the
Interference of the older men, There
were wix men present, all subalterns
except one, and it would have been bet-
ter If they had let the two fight It out
then and there. Probably the difficulty
might bave been settled finally. Bat
pence wis patched np for about three
days, and then they broke out worse
thau ever, and sald thiogs that half a
century ago would have led to pistols
next worning. In the meantime, the
Jutilor Subaltern and four other lmps
of mischief had matured a plan by
which they hioped to fis up the matter
opnce for all. And in this plan, natural-
1y enpugh, the snake took some part,
It was a grim enough practical joke at
the best, and they ought to have pos-
gensed more gense between the five of
them than to think of such a thing.

The Idea was nothing more or less
than to propose to the (wo men to
epend a night together, and with the
cobri, In a disused room In quarters.
They were to e locked In and left to
gettle the matter among themselves
during the night, and In the morning
the rest of the party would release the
survivors, If any. Of course there was
no thought, even for o moment, of let-
ting loose the corba In that way, but,
as the Junior Subaltern sald: “It won't
do them auy harm to think 1t out, and
perhaps with reflection will come an
lnerease of wisdom,"

While the two men were still In the
beat of anger, the Junior Bubaltern pro-
poutided to them his ides of wettling
their dithenlty by means of the snake.

The affalr being thos decided, a dis-
used rooin was chosen ax the scene of
the ordeal, and was hastlly cleared of
what forniture was in it. This being
done, the two men, who had not
changed color durlng the mcene, wers
stationed at opposite corners of the
roow, propped up In sitting positions,
with a clenr space between them of
something like fifteen foet.

All preliminaries having been  ar-
ranged, the bhoy brought in the fatal
box and deposited It In the center of the
roots, In &uch a manner that the lid
should open sideways, Here ngaln his
Ingenulty vame into play. It was ob-
vious that the box must be opened
when all except the principals were
outside the door, Luckily, the box had
a gliding 1id, and the Junior Bubaltern
waa able to arrange It 5o that, by at-
taching a plece of string, any one
standing outside the door would be able
1o slide buck the lid'and so rejease the

down

lonst seven tines

well hronght-up hoy learns at a!
A very early age that  practical |
fokes gire dangerous  things.

amd it is probabie that the two been
who weren't beldod the scenes, who
each “donbited whether he might he
alive o the worning, were less nervons,
But then they were still very angry,
amd hadn'y had thme yet to think out
all the derslls.

At st all arvangements  hind
et settledd with doe exactiiess. The
Junior Subaltern had beéen an uneon-
sclonable thme at work, It Is probable
that he was getting very sk
onx, and would haye been glad enough
to show it up If anyone had given him
the kel After all, he koew that thire
wans an ugly side to the farce, and as
Lis first boyish enthusiasm disd awny
e wanted to throw the thing up. Bt
no one helped Blim o out of §t, and for
very slinme he could searevly give hime-
self awny. Besides, the two princlpals
wonldn't have thanked him.

Nothing more remained to he done.
There was solemn enough leave-taking
on all sides as the five youngsters filed
ont of the room and locked the dove,
leavipg the two men [p their covpers
and the box In the center of the room.
For a moment or two the five stood In
silence out In the passage, the Junior
Sabaltern holding the end of the string

the

of his

[ nmd shaklng like an aspen leaf with

suppressed excitement. Then he gave

| it a gharp tug, and they could hear the

box-lid sliding back until It dropped to
the Hoor with a #light smack,

It was a hushed and rather con-
sclence-gtricken band that dispersed to
the various rooms in quarters, and the
hours of that pight hung heavily. It is
a fact that the five youngsters dld not
average an hour of sleep between them,
This was proved by the alaerity with
which they all turned out at the first
break of dawn, and assembled, shiver-
Ing and drawn-looking and haggard,
ready to go and release thelr voluntary
prisoners.

They were, In fact, so disturbed that
they took no notice of the Senlor Cap-
taln, who, for some reason begt Known
to himself, had turned out, too, and fol-
lowed them as they trod goftly slong 1o
the door of the disused room, He was
still upnoticed as they reachid It and
there made 8 marked balt; and his
curioslty to see thelr Hitle game pre
vented bim from announcing himeelf.
They stood for a moment n breathless
sllence, showing a strange, sudden dis-
foclination to stir,

Then, as was the case the tight be
fore, the Junlor Subaltern fook the
lead. There was a falnt mormur as he
turned the key in the lock and steppesd
boldly Into the room the rest following
in a crowd. The Senlor Captain stood
for a moement outslde, wondering and
trying to make out what it all meant.
But a sudden, stifled cry caused him to
step quickly after them,

He was a mun who had been In sev-
eral actlons, He had seen men killed
under all sorts of ghastly clreum-
stances, He had commanded burial
parties sent out ofter the Afghan wo-
men had been at their devillsh work,
and had seen sighta that, handensad rs
he was, had made him feel slck and
full of horror. But those scenes were
In no way comparable with what met
his eyes as he entered the room behind
his junlors.

The two men were no longer propped
up in the positlon n which they had
been left.  Thelr swollen, (distorted
bodies were huddied on the floor in at-
titudes that showed the awful manner
In which they bad met their doom. But
the figures, almost grotesque In the
contortions which had attended the
Inst death agony, were as nothing. In
efich cnse the face was upturned,
Hyid, with distended cheeks and crack-
ed skin, with flecks of blood oozing
from mouth and nose, and with eyes
widely open and a fear and horror In
them past all description. It was not
#0 much the physical agony as the ex-
pression of terror In the fixed faces that
rendered these corpses so dreadful to
contemplate,
allve, were as brave, with all
faults, as any men should be,

As he looked In, the Captain was
glued to the ground by the nameless
horror of that death-stare. He seemed
forgetful of his companions, of where
he was, all his faculties coneentrated
on the two huddled masses on the floor,

A ghastly Incldent aronsed him. The
Junior Subaltern burst Into a langh,
faint at first, and then gwelllng into
pral after pes! of uproarious mirth.

“Ha! ha!” he shouted, recling from
foot to foot, and holding bls shaking

thelr

wides, “look nt them! Don't they
sham well? Aren't they first-rate ac-
tors 7"

The Benlor Captaln stepped up to
him, and Iald o haod roughly on his
shoulder.

Then the boy turned, and they could
all see In hin eyes that he wag mad.
But the wouch had quleted him.

“They act beautifully, don't they?"
he whispersd conlidentinlly to  his
senlor officer. "1 wonder when they
firmt found out the Joke."

“What do yon menn?' asked the
other, soothingly.
“Mean " the manlac replied. *“Why,

don’t yon see? I had two boxes just
alike, and I put the empty box In here,
The snake In stlll in my own room,

It seemed something like o grim con-
tradiction that, almost at the same mo-
ment, a flat, spectacled head reared
Itaelf under one of the bodlies, and two
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hesituting sort of manner as 1 ap
proaehesd, she finally spread them and
flew heavily away, a couple of pistol
shiots from the wagon having only the
effect of Inereasing ber gpeed. The eae-
tuz on whieh she hnd been resting was
a1 very fair sample of the largest varik
ety i the world of that interesting
plant.  Of the thickpess of a man's
bily. 1t rose stralght from the ground,
& beantiful futed colimn of vivid ap
plegreen, to a helzht of twenty-five
feet, where o cluster of hranches near-
Iy as thick as the parent stem Zrew
ont from It and turned apward, while
the mnin trunk, without a hemd, rose
several feet higher.

Between two of these branches and
the trunk there was built o nest of
goodislzed stleks, ahont twice as large
a8 n bushel basket; and on this my eyes
Lappened to be resting when the nolse
of the shots brought above s edge a
Httle hend covered with grayish-yellow
fuzz, out of which peered two bhig round
eyes with an nlr of anxions nquiry.

In thut degert conntry, far from rall-
ways and towns, we Jed rather duoll
lves: 80 the severnl pets we possessed
in the big permanent camp miles away
servidd In no small measure (o amuse
us; and to these we wished to add our
young friend of the cactus. But how
to get him down was a problem.

Somebody  suggestad that a volun-
teer climb the cactus, but no one thrust
himself forward to do so, The Spanish
name by which It is known s Sujuarro,
which, put nto English, means “that
which seratehes:” and as the spines
which thickly cover the onter edges of
the Adges are from one to four Inches
long, and as sgharp as needles, it will
e seen that the name gives n good idea
of that plant.

We did not llke to eut It down, for
fear the fall might injure the fledgling
but after some debite oo better method
presented frself, so the town axnien set
o work. As the first hlows made the
green shnft treqable, the head appeared
once more, trying, with an expression
of concern, to see what was going on
below: but this the thick sldes of the
nest prevented, Then It looked at e
and sald, “Jark!" This was the first
remark “Moses” ever mnde to us, and
there was no thme for more then; for
the nxes had esten throngh the pulpy
mass, which now began to bend to its
faull.

A# the nest tilted we could see the
thick hady belongling to the hend, with
two bl cluws clutching wildly, while
the wenk, featherless wings flapped
miadly in an Instinetive effort to support
thiedr owner.

The enctus came down with a crash,
and running up we looked for our bird;
but only a little gray down was visible,
with one leg helplessly extended from
under o big branch whieh, broken Ly
the shock, had fallen neross and almost
hid him. We fenred he wus killed: but
when, by means of an ax-head hooked
around the prickly staff, It was pulled
uslde, he gathered himself together,
quite unhurt, aod then, surveying the
strange beings who surrounded him,
made up his mind to them with that
philosophy we later learned to e one
of his tralts, and opening his great
mouth to Its fullest extent, hinted that
he was hungry and wanted something
to eat,

He Wanted Little,

Representative Ellls, of Oregon; had
an amusing visitor at the Capltol the
other day. A young man from Kastern
Oblo calldd to see the Representative,
and after sending In a pietresque 1it-
the card managed to cortner Mr. Ellis In
the lobhy, says the Wakhingion Star.

“What ¢an | do for you to-day ?” satd

Mr, Ellls, smillngly.

Mr, Eills” sadd he, “I've cothie 'n
goend distance to see yon and afk a
small faver: my fwnlly s well cou-
nected In Ohle; we are friends of Mal.
MeKinley and personally  nequainted
with Mr. Hunon," procecded the young
man, with a serous alr abour him,
which aronsed Mr. Elll  curiosity,
“Now, 1 thought that as | am anxljous
to go to Oregon to hegin building up
my own fortunes 1 would ask for a
helplog hand.”

“I will help you all T ean,” sald Mr,
Ellin

"Well," sald the Oblosn, “I thought
perhinps yon would recommend me for
the postmastership at elther Portland
or Astorla, which are I your :ﬂn‘ﬂﬂ.,

as A starter. I think 1 conld make out

with sueh n wtart.”

Mr. ElllW mouth apened st least two
Inclies, hix cyes watersl, he put lils
hands neross bis head In a bridge fash-
fon and looked at the young man for
fully five minuies without utiering a
syllahle, 8o great wne his nmnzewment,
and the young man wilked off won-
derfug nt Mr. Ells" silence.

Mr. Ellls' district contalne but two
postmasterships of great prominence
In the Bute, and they are Portland and
Astorla, and the seramble of hig con-
stitoents after the places Is something
terrific. when there 18 n vaeancy at
elther; In faet, conpled with the Ohlo-
an's request, was more than he could
::;M. and he wan too dumfounded to

Truth way be wtranger than fetiou,
but & lle sells betier, ’
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