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IKE had boep gitting on the
plle of tes pesr the water tank
ever wince the fast mall shot

M

by lo the early morning. Twiee he had

tried to sllp under a car of one of the |

many passenger tralng wlileh pulled up
at the tank. He was an adept st riding
en the trucks, and In his two years as
A tramp had traveled thonsands of
miles, curled up over the splnning
wheels or stretehed out on the platform
between the engine tender aud the mall
car. Mike was only 10 years old, but
he had seen nearly every Swuate In the
country, and knew all of the large
citles lotlmately,

This morning Mike felt that he had
enconptered a4 strenk of bad lock, Ev-
ery Ume he slipped under a ecar the
brakeman or condoctor csught him
and hauled Wm out with rough hands
and rougher language. DBut Mike was
used to thig sort of treatment, and ook
It A% & matter of course,

The afternoon was well along toward
evening when the west-bound Dmited
express came around the curve, and the
eugine stopped under the huge gooss
neck pipe which served to pass the
water from the reservolr to the tauk
of the tender. Mike's keen, bright eyes
watched every movement of the traln
crew, although he appearsd to have po

Interest in the train, s crew or pas- |

sengers,  Luck was with him this time.
An soon ss the hisslug cylinders sent
the first Jets of white steum over the
ditehies Mike gprang from the tles, and
in & second was flattened out on the
platform between the mall car and the
engine.  There he was gafe untdl the
next stop, unless the fireman saw him,
for there wis o door 1o the plutform
fromi the car.

For sy hour the traln sped over the
stmooth ralls, through farm lnods and
prst towns and  villages, rounding
curves anud consting down griades, Mike
st Al cage on the steps, carlng npothing
for the hot clnders which rained down
when the fireman fed his hungry chargs
with coal. Just as the train passed
through & deep cnt the englne whistle
guve two shinrp blusts, aud the grind-
ing of the bruke shoes on the whieels
told Mike that the englneer had applied
the alr bhrukoes,

“Something's wrong,” sald Mike o
hilmself, felt the ear shiver
and Jump soder the pressure of the
powerfil brakes. “He's givin' her all
the alr she'll stand.”

He did not dare to gwing out and
look nhiewd, for he kuew that the con
ductor and every hrakeman on the tealn
were dolug that, and he would e seen.

when he

He was well pegualnted with the eann- |

try. and Kuew that there wak no town,
elde track, water tank or stopping place
within ten milles of the cnt. ‘I'he train
slowed up with Jerks, and, Just as It
came 1o f standstill, MiKke Jumpsed from
the steps and dove lnte a clomp of
bushes,

He glanced toward the englne and
saw on the track, not fifty feer from
the pllot, a plle of ties on the ralls. At

the same instant he heard a pistol ghot, |

and then from the bushes on hoth sldes

of the track a score of men rushed to |

ward the train. Two of them, with re
volvers In thelr hands, spratig Into the
engine cab,

The engineer selzed a long-handled
mopkey wrench and the lremnn grasg:
e an lron bar, but before they could
use them they were shot down and
thrown from rthe eab. Hounrse shouts
apd pixtol shots  mingled  with the
sorefinn of women and the yells of
wen. Half a doren of the train rohbers
attacked the heevy slde doors of the
express oar, and others entered (he
pagsenger cars and alecpers with re
volvers in thelr hands.

The men who were trylug to break
Aown the door of the express car with o
slidge hammer called 1o the inessenger
inslde to open the door, but they re
celved A shot from a rifle which sgent o
bullet through the heavy onk. 1t struck
one of the rolbers, and he fell 1o the
ground,

“Hring that dynumite,
uf the men,

Mike's heart seemed to rige in his
thiront, but he &l not dare leave the
Loshes, In o few minutes there was
a loud report, and Mike snw that the
lbor wus shatterl.  The messenger
was struck down, and In o short time
the tralo robbers lnd rolled the ¢xpross
sl out of the car and currled 1t into
e winddn,

Al of this thue the two men who shot
the engloeer and remnn remalned !'n
the englne enli. The engineer hind fall-
et enr MIKEs Liding plnee. He wis
gronning with pain, and Mike erept to
lilm,

“Are you Kiled” asked Mike., 1
w't no robber. 1 nm & tramp and was
riding on the platform.”

“No.” sald the engineer. “l am not
Killesd, T am shot through the arm, and
1 goess my leg Is broken'

seemed to be the leader, erlsd out:

“Here, some of you fellows. Throw
those tios off 1he track.*
“Get 4 good look st that fellow,™

whispers the engineer to Mike “Look
at him good, so you will know hlm
agaln.  lLook at all of them. They
flugged me In the cul, and | liad to
stop.™ '

Mike singled ont the leader and men-
tally photographed every featiire of lis
face, his clothing and hat

“I'll know him agaln,” he sald,

By this tlme the tles were thrown lnto
the ditch, and the leader, giving s shrill
whistle, yelled to the two meo in the
| cab:

“Cilve her steam and Jump™

The englueer’s pale face grew chglky
white. He struggled o rise 10 his
Feet, but Nls leg bent under him. Fall
IIn‘. with a groan, he whispered to

Mike:

“Iwo son Know anything about an en-
glne ™

Mike nodded, 1 know how to fire
and T know how to ose the alr,)” sald
he,

et on that traln, Get on the front
platform.  Hurry, the tealn I8 moving
Climb abonrd nod over the tender, shnt
off wteam. and glve her every bit of
alr."

Mike darted from the bushes, and,
ecatching hold of the ralling, #wnng
Iimself to the lower step of the front
| platfarm. Ax be did this the two men
sprang to the ground. One of them
saw Mike
I "Come out of thnt,” he erled, and
with n qulck mation he leveled his re-
volver and fired.

Mike felt something hot acives hiw
cheek, aud then his face felt as though
some one had drawn A red hot lron
acrons his gkin.  He put hls hand to
the place, and when he drew It awny
It was coversd with blood. The en-
glne puffs were coming faster and
faster, amndd the traln wax gathering
speed  rapldly,  Mike gwung blmself

TARKEN TOTHE GENERAL MANAGEN,

ot from the steps and looked back
anl =W Il‘\\n ey disappenring o

the wols hen b clumliered over
e tendder, snd tnoa few wilnites was
Lo the cnty

The traln was rushing along nt Maa
Speed, and the Tocomotive rocked abid
swayed ke a bont Inoa storm,  Mike
had spent the Afteen years of his |ife
around rallrond yards. Al of the roll
romd men ut the Junctlon had come to
his father's funeral, for Mike's father
Hadd Deeti one of the best kpown section
bosses on the e, That was two yenrs
hack, nnd Mike had been gnthering rall-
rond knowledge ever sloee, 8o he look-
e omt the =tenin ERUEe w8 sooli as he
renclicd the enhy T showed 125 pounds
of stean, Next he looked at the water
gloas und snw that there wag plenty
of water In the boller.

He petitedd hlmself on the green coshy
o which spread over the etglneer'=
beneh,  The throttle valve was wiile
open, and he pushed In the lever yntll
the locomotive sensibly lost gpeed, Then
e pulled the reversing lever back a
few notelies and the hoge machine was
under control,

He mnde up Lis mind to run to the
next town, sl after 4 twenty-minute

shouted one | pide he conld Just see the smoke of a

factory n the place. A shout behiind
Ll enused Wim to look back. He ln-
volnninrlly lowered Lis hend, for on the
roof of the mall car were two mall
clerks, A brakeman and the conduetor
of the traln, each poloting a revolver
toward his head.

“Don't shoat!™ he erled. 1 am no
traln robber. I am only dolng what
the englueer told me ta do,” and he
reached for the whistle cord hnid sound-
ed the station whintle,

In a few minutes all of *he men wore
in the cab, nnd Mike hegan setting the
alr brukes, He did 1t so well that the
lonig traln came to m full stop at the
platform, and the . passengers focked
out of the cars nod surrounded the
engine. The mall clerks told them
about Mike, and a passenger ook up
# contribution for him.

In the meantime the conductor had

Just then one of the robbers, who | telegraphed the story of the held-up to

the train dispatcher, apd o ten mizates
after a frelght locomotlve, which stood
on the sliling, steamed toward the pluce
where the robbers had stopped the
traln,

The englueer amdl fireman were
brought back to the town, where the
doctor suld pelther was hadly injured,
and the next day Mike was taken to
the office of the general maonger of the
road by the conductor of the train.

Most of the trulu robbers were arrest-
ed, and when thiey were brought lute
court Mike was able to ldentify the
leader gnd the two men who had cap-
tured the engiue. Soon after he was
sent to school, and the rallrond com-
pany pald all bllle-—8an Fraoclsco
Fost.

Driver Was Literal,

express compauies talls 8 good story.

“We have n blg, strong Irishman driy-
ing one of our tenms, Yesterday he was
went with n harrel of flour to the home
of x womnan on the South Blde. Arrived
there, the driver took the barrel on his
back and started up the stalrs, his ex-
press book in bis coat pocket,

“Half way up the second fllght of
staims the Irishman came upon 4 wom-
wn, serubhilng,

UWIL ye b after tellin’ me where
Mrs. MirGowan lives? he asked,

1w Mres, MeGowan,”  said the
serubber-a statement which was |r-
relevintand T llve npstairs.’

CUWhers will T lave this bmr-rel of
fNlour? asked the driver,

“Take Itoup #s fAr as youse can,
and thin put it down. 'l attind to iy
replied M, MoGiowsn,

So be went onoup, and when there
Were no imote siRirways to conguer he
Ionkid] about anil saw & lndder leading
througlh an open scuttle to the roof, Up
this ladder he ellmbed, oot on the roof
L stisepesd ined then, inding he could go
no Wgher without a balloon, he deposit-
ed the barvel aod come down,

“On the stalrway—-though nearly at
the foot - he found the womnn agaln,
and ehe glgned the delivery book, but
hesfore he got to the office Mrs. Me-
Gowan waks there demunding an expia-
uation.  The driver was callid in aw
BOON 0K Tie relarmesd,

“Whert did you put that barrel of
flour? demanded the official,

"Where ghe tould me”

“OWhere did you tell blm to pat it
mifda oY

“T told him to tnke 1t ap ax f4r s he
comld. an’

AN O (KL Interrupted the honeat
driver. CIf #he'll look on the roof she'l]
YT

Do Horsos Weep?

I horses ween? [0 gquestion dis-
cussad by the Admiralty and Horse
Giuards Gazette. It tells nus that it s
nowellauthentionte] cnse of 0 horse's
weeping during the Crlmean war. On
the ndvanee to the heights of Alma n
bittery of artillery becsme  exposis
ton thie fire of o concenled Hussinn bat-
fery, mnd in the eonrge of a4 few min-
' utes it was nearly destroyed, men anid
horsed Ried aml wounded, guns s
tonnted and Hmbers hroken,

A =ollary Borse, which had appar-
ently nnhurt, was observed,
standing with fixed gage upon an ob-
Tt close Tas<tdde Wim! this turned oot
fo e lds Bate inster, quite dend,

LR TR B sl

The poor auimal. when n trooper wis |

disptehed to recover him. was found
iu.-.|| teurs flowlng from hls
eves: amd It owas only by naln foree
that Ne could e dengred nway frot
the spot, angd bis ynearthly cries to get
back to Lls master were heartrending.

.\[afﬂ],lll- of I-hv Intense love i]m.; onv
niry horses have for musle, a corre
spondent of the Guzette writes
when  the Bixth  Dragoonus  recently
changed thelr quarters a mare belong
Ing to oue of the troopers was tnken
so A1l as to be nnable t procesd on the
Jouraey the following morning. Two
daye Iater another detachment of the

S paans

sime reghiient,  aceompanied by the
bansd, arrived.  'The slek mare was in oo
loose box, but learing the martial

strains, kicked a hole through the stde
of ler box, amd  wnking her wuy
through the hop of 8 teadesman, took
hor place W the troop before she wis
secired o and browght back 1o the sta
ble. Bt the exeltement had proved
toce gregt, widd the subsegoent exlinns
tlon proved fatal — Phlladelphiin Times
Muj, Shirts, of Course.

Frumous olil oy, Henrey A, Wise of
Vieginlg was divectly or indirecidy the
souree of many o good story.  Here is
one that T do not think lak found s
way luto priot: One day ot a politieal
gathering le war sppronchied by a well-
dressed  Individunl who shook hands
warmly with him, The Governor wis
a blt bothered and confessed e could
not reeall the handkhnker's name.

“Why. you muast remembor me, Gov-
ernor. wild the latter, “I'm from Rich-
mond. [ made your shiris

“Why, of conrse,” sild the CGavernor,
with nll a politielan’s wmet. “Gentles
men, this |8 my very excellent nelgl-
bor, Maj, Shirta," Washington Most.

Trout Over Two Feet lmlng.

A teout of the Lochleven wpecion
welghlng 11% pounds and meanuring
2 feel T Inches In Jength and 1614 inchoee
in girth, was recently taken In King-
hom Loch.

AR §oOn AR Any one commences taking
n prominent part In anything, people

commoence pleking at him,

|
The mangsger of one of the Chicago

that |

Honest, Would You?

Were you about 1o settle down
And build yourself a coxs nest,
You would not have it in & town

Whose strects mud-dis-

Lressed.

nre wlways

Fconomy in Good Roads.

| The ndvuntages of good roads are
pretty genernlly conesdad now, but the
pracienl work of making them I8 not
| progrissing a= it should. ‘I'he fear of

tremendous expense and bonded In-

debteduess still abldes with the rural

popuiation, with which the responsibil-

ity for the ronds rests, This fear has
| Il to the defear of road legislation ln

the past, and will continue to oppose
| such legislation in the future, until it
hins besen allayed, as It may bhe when the
furmers are educated to understand
that a really good road s o chieap and
not & dear highway,

French Roads,

The excellenee of French roads s
well known. The materinls are brought
from the nearst quarries and placed at
the slde of the route surveyed In order
that the full amount contracted for
may be dellvered, the stone must be
heaped lo angular plies of prismatic
shape and fAxed dimensions. These
heaps, placed at a glven distunee from
one anothier, are afterward visited by
an official inspector, anid must, in all o
stances, il exactly beneath a skeleton
frame earrlied by Llm,. The materinl s
usually warble, flint stone or gravel,
and whatever s ussd most be the best
quallty and cleanse] from all forelgn
substances. The stone wust be broken
o that each plece may puss through a
ring 2% inches fo dlameter.

It s then spread evenly over the
road, the Instertices being carefully
filled in with small pleces, so that the
whole I8 smooth and free from abiriupt
cminences and depressions, A stenm
roller then erushes and further cvens
the whole, after which a superfieial
layer of clivy and earth completes the
work, Ronds are classod as natlona!
roads which are the mnin arterles ol
the system conpecting most  distaut
parts of the country and are canstruct
el il metintalned by the department;
hlghway nnd pablie rogds which are
the property of the commune throngh
which they run. but are In practice
mide and ropaleed by the department
from taxes levied on the commune, sup
Memented by o deprrbnent subsidy;
cross tomds which are malotalued by
sums derlved from the ordiniry reven-
e of the commune, ocenslonally supple
meated by additional taxation:  and
conntry romds whileh are Kept {n order
by the commune, exeept they are in-
Jured Ly unnsual teaffe, when an o
dempity may be clatmed by the com
munal administmtion,  Fog the pur
pose of malntalnlog the common roads
the inhabitants living In the districis
are obliged (o work three days bn each
Year or puy an amount equivalent o
the compensation of the for
Pl tliys

The United States Consul ot Iavee
vk that Frenoh pasements ineredase
moexeellenee with sge.  In Freance, L
suys, ull roads hove perpetunl atten
tlone  1f from weight. raln or other
cini=es o hollow ot or slnk 18 fortued,
It is repaieed at once. Where the space
to b popuileed ds of Mot area the
volling of the new conting s left to the
widde tlres of the heavy carts, but In
e case of eXtendsd arens o steam roll-
er is brought into nse,  Every carrying
i market cart In Freanee s 8 rond
Lmnker fustend of a mitaoaker, for ©
| s tlves usunlly from four Inches to six
[ Inehes in widel, It W customary to nse

tires for heavy teaming 8lx Inelies
|u-i|l--_ il the forward anxles of four-

wheeled wagons are mgde shortor than
the higd sxles, =0 that the fonr wlhioels

ol portion of the road 1wo fest wide
At egel prssage. Such wagons [mprove
| rther than todure the conditlon of the

roaned, nid mree esslor For te horses, the

nenal load for each homse I Franes
being two to three tons on hard ronds,

Inlwirer

Most Important

An ingtanee of the rullng passlon
strong  even ooder the prospect of
denth, comes from H. L. Cloton's legal
reminiscences, entitled “Hxtraordinary
Clasen,” In 18440 Mrs, Bodine was triel
in the State of Now York, on the ehnrge
of murder, She wns about thirtyslx
years old, o hinudgome woman, atirne-
tive in mnnner and sparkling I con-
versatlon, Mr. Barnum had placed In
his New York museum a figure which
he declared to be a correet llkeness of
Ler, but it represented her as old—sev-
enty or over—bent with age, shriveled
nnd hageand.

Mrs. Bodine did not appear to be In
the least disturbed as to the result of
ier trinl, hut the existonce of the wax
figure gave her the most harrowing
anxiety. 8he could ecalmly face the
prospect of an Ignominious death on the
reaffold, but ahe conld not lmper!l her
reputation for beauty by suffering the
existence of that wax figure,

8he naked her lawyer If there were

no |Wwsihle redress, If she eould ner
prosecute Barpuw for bel; and as he
did pot wish to say anything 1o dis
appoint her, and thus shake her self-
ccutrol on the eve of the trial, he told
ber that it would he unwise then to
proseciate the gshowman, bat that after
the verdiet In ber case had been given,
tier counsel would consider the matter

The lnst day of the trial was an ln
prissive ohe The court roon: was
pucked, and the Interest of the spects-
turs seemed to grow every ininnte more
lntense.  The court solemnly cliarged

of those who were present. Mrs. Bo
dine, whose nerves had for o fortulght
bwen strung to thelr utmost tension, and
who had yet preservid] her calmnpess
throughout, broke down and wept,

At the close of the charge the jury re-
tired, and It was announced that, when
they agreed, the court would again con
vene, om the Anglng of the court holss
bell.

This was about the middle of the af.

ternoon, and o the evening the hell
rang. In an Instant almost, the court
room was filled, The prisoner was

brought In, ghastly pale and trembling
with excltement. She was told o
stand up,

“Gentlemen of the jory.” said the
clerk, “hnve you agreed upon yout ver-
diet

“We have" snld the foremin,

“Frisoner, look upou the jury. The
Jury will look upon the prisouer. What
say you, gentlemen? Do you find the
prisaner guilty or not guiliy

“Not gullny.”

Mrs. Bodine dropped into her seat
and burst into a tlood of tears, In
stantly she lenned over and said 1o ber
lawyer:

“Can't 1 sue Barnum now 7

Fore the Wrong Coat,

Royalty dearly loves its fun, and no
where are practieal Jokes more In vogu
than i the palnees of Old World mon-
nrehs, say<the New York Journal, No
one, it is said. Is fonder of proctical
joking than the Prince of Wales. His
private secretary, Sir Franels Knoollys,
has, in thimes gone by, been called upon
to emdnre with good humor and seren-
bty many o teying experienoe, Onge digy
not Tong peo, Sip Francis got the Inuagh
on the would-be Joker and gave Him o
raste of Dis own miadicine.

Amnng the prince’s friends was n
famous sportsman, Capt. “Hay™ Mid
Aleton, whose favorite
betoapproach from behind some unsus-
pectitg man and selze Lin coat falls.
which he would wrench apart in stich

thie back.

At Saudringham Bir Francle
palns to offer himself as the vietim anl
batr for the gallant “Bay.” When the
men retired to the smoking room after
the prineess and ladles wers gone, he
took up Lis pluce I front of the tire

lost 1 thought,

His attitude wag too lnviting not to
appenr o the focular nstipers of Capt.
A e, ufter  aeking  the
prines’s permission to leave the eard
e for oomoment, crept up softly (o
sir Vrancis, suddenly selzed hold of the
talls of Lig dress cont, and with a jerk
tare It wpart from wadst o collar

[nlike Pauy's vietins,
Franels took the matter o exceeding
Tuleed, he lavghed, and
appenred greatly 1o enjoy  the Nl
Somewhnt nstonistied  the pringe )
thie ey present gnived How 1t was
that Sir Franeis had trented the matter
with sucl fndifferenes

“That 8 very ensy to explain, sir,”
wWus the reply. “The coat s not mine, 1
lindl herd of Mididleton's fondness for
this  particalar forin of amuasenient,
and, secordingly, when 1 came down
stalrs Just now w the smoking room, 1
took the precantion of going into his
room and puting on one of bls dress
coats, whienh was [ving on lhils bed.”

There was & hurrlcat o of irrepreasible
Inughter an he uttersd tivse words, and
the merrlment was el 2lfled by the
diseomeertsd appearance of CGapi. Mid

w i,

st of Sir

good spirits.

liave thus destroyed one of hig Dhest
evening coats,
How Mauy Ponnds?

A correspondent sends to (e Yourh's
compunion 4 “troe story," wliteh conla
anly be true, perhaps, In this age of
college athletics,

A gronp of people were discussing o
recont novel, Rome Hked I, some
thought It trashy or worse.

“For my part,'” said o lady, “1 found
it Wlghly interesting. 1 especinlly ked
Julin, the brother of the heroine, yon
remember.  Not a very amialle chare
neter: a Httle eoarse, no donbt, bt well
gketched [n, anid decldedly strong.”

At thls point a young colloglan, wh
and taken no part In the conversation,
suddenty found hik voloe,

“prow much ean e HECY he asked, in
ull soberneas,
Ilinols as a Coal Producing State,

IMinols 18 the next State to Penn-
sylvanin In the production of conl. The
mines are In the southern part of the
State and employ 35000 men, New
lahor-anving methods are constantly
belng Introduted, one of the latent he-
ing the cutting machine, with which
one man ean do the work of fiftecn,

It Is n matter of regret that so many
people who mnake fools of themselves.
are of age.

the Jury, amid the broathless attention |

trick used o
4 winnner as o split the garment L

foal |

bent hils head, and appeared entively |

dleton, who was bitterly annoyed o

EGYPTIAN SNAKE-CHARMER.

Fascinating and Possibly True Story
uf Eastern Conning.

The following story of s “snake
chiarmer” 8 borrowed from the New
York Suon, whieh lo turn borrows It
| froan & Parls paper. The reader is ex-
pevted o use Llg own diseretion as to
belleving or explatuing 1. The inel-
dent Is sald to have taken place In
Calro, where the narrator, Monsifeur
Vigouroux, while walking the streets
with o friend, fell in wita o mild-look-
Ing young man"” who professed to be a
suake charmer. The two visitors en-
guged Wi to come 1o their hotel the
next day, sund give tuem an exhibition
of his powers.

Guards were stationed arcund the
rhuiltilu;: to prevent the charmer from
kettlng imto it before the appointed
[time. When he arrived hie was led into
[ the first courtyard. He wos asked If
there were uny suakes there,

“Yes,” he replied, “a great many,”

As 4 precautionary messure e was
condueted lnto an interor court in the
center of the palace. There he was
asked If lie could euteh a snake. The
charmer whistled for a few seconds,
and then Iistened attentively,

“Yes," wafd he, “there |s a4 snake on
this side.” polnting 1o the wall, A bar-
galn was then made wihth him, the rate
being i shilling a smake. He lmmedl-
ately went to work with the air of a
man who understood lls business and
was perfectly sure of the result.

Standing iu the center of the ceurt,
gazing st the wall where he sald the
reptile wis concealed, he began to re-
cite 4 prayer or conjuration in Arabhe,
in whieh lie addressed the serpent, say-
ing In substunce that everything and
every ereature musi yleld to the power

of God. He also Invoked Solomon and
some celebrated Mussulman person-
HEON.

While he was reciting this formula
he sometimes stond perfectly straight,
sometimes he logned forward, and last-
Iy he fell on his knees. When he had
finlshied he plcked up a little rod that
luy beslde hlin, and seratched the wall
with it, advaucing toward the door of
the bullding leading to the court, At
| the door he stopped and sald:

‘ “Here he b8 come and ook at Lim."”

The party advanced, and on a line
with hls srm at the place where he
had directed the rod, they distinetly
saw the head of a snake protruding
froom & hole in the wall, The snake
charmer grabbed the head and pulled
out 4 long, thin and wriggling reptile.
He made It fasten its fangs in his ger-
tnent. Then hLe pulled violently and
{showed the snnke's reeth in the stuff,
At lagt he threw the reptlle on the
ground, excited {1, and tossed it into his
leather hug, 1

“How did you know.” he was asked,
“rhat there was a snake ln that wall?”
[ 1 smelt him,” was the answer,

. And certainly there seemed to be no
[I'nnm to suspect a trick. Ope of the
L;m riy remarked that the charmer might
jhesibly have snakes concenled in his
plothes. The fellow immedintely threw
off hix blue blonse, which was bis only
‘.-.m-ﬂn:. el shook It ln the presence
af the assemblage, He was asked If
there were any more snakes In that
court.  After & moment's inspection hn;.
replled: p:

“In this wall there is a big one and
# Uttle one.”

He was told to eatch the little goe
first, He reclted his prayer, and added
1o 1t @ command to the big snake to le
gtill while he gaptured the little one,
!"Imu hg_ proceeded with hig wand alons
the wall, ks before. When he reachesd
the door he called us, saying, “Here he
is!"

The head was sticking out of the hole,
He grabbed it, pulles out the snake, and
(broke its fangs in the manuer described
labove, But the reptle bit him in the
arm and drew bloml, The bite dldn't
bother him. He threw the spake on
the ground among the spectators, who
stood In utter nmazement, Then he
went at work again.
|[ It was the blg snake's turn pow.

He
rwas yanked out l1ke the other two, Not-
iwhhulﬂ.ndlng the apparent impossibil-
Aty of fraud, the thing was so surpris-
ing that doubts were stlll expressed,
[ *l.et him come into the garden,” said
nne of the spectators, “and eatoh ennkes
there; then we will be convineed,”
T'he eharmer was led out Into the gar-
den, Near n heap of rubbinh and weeds
[he hegan to whistle: then e nnnounesd
n snnke.
| “Yes, there are two,” sald he. Then
Iumnplnx down he pulled one out, and,
us he had left his leather bag In the
rourtyand, he put the bead of the rep-
(e Into his month and held it ther:
while he secured the second.

The Date Harvenst.
Egypt Is the favored country of the
date, and It is sald that more than two

| millfons and & half of palms are there

registered as frult-bearing trees, and
as A alngle tree will sometimes bear as
much as four hundred welght of dates
~quoted last year at $12.60 In London.
but this year, from over-abundant sup-
pliea, not worth half—it may be seen
what an important matter to the Egyp-
tnn fellah In hia date harvest.

Safe Love Letter Ink.
“Ink sultable for love lettern” In ad-
vertised by a Parisian stationer, It Is
made of & solution of lodide of starch,

nnd clinracters written with It entires
Iy fade In four weeks,
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