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. sonferred full power upon their respec-

+ - wreaty will be ratified, with several
* _Yyotes more than 'he necessary two-
:'_-! positien Is put at tw iy votes.

- Avvestod for Sellin~ Werthiess Siack,
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HARRIBON, — NEBRASEA,
R R
i Favor of Anmscatien,

Wasminaroy, Feb, 18 —The presi-
dent's message accompanying the
draft of a treaty for the annexation of
the Hawaiian islands, transmitted tothe
senate, says the provisional treaty does
not attempt to deal in detail with the
questions growing out of annexation.
The Hawaiian commissioners have
consented to lsave the future and to
the just and benevolent purposes of
the nited States the adjustment of
all surh questions. The president says
it hiax been the policy of the adminis-
trution not only to respect but encour-
age thie continnance of the idependent
goverument of the Hawaiian islands so
long as it afforded & suitable guarantee
for the protection of life and property
and maintsined a stability and
strength anl gave the adequate
securily agaiust the denomination of
any other power. The overthrow of
the monarchy was not in any way
prompted by this government, but had
its origin in what seams to have been 4
reactionary and revolutionary poliey
un the part of (ueen Liliuokslani,
which put in serious peril not only the
large and prepondering interests of
Uniiedd States in the lelands, but all
foreign interests and indeed the decent
sdministration of the civil affairs and
peace of thé islands.

QUEEN CANNOT BE RESORED.

It is quite evident the monurchy
effects the government so weak and
inndequate as to be n prey to design-
ing and ouserupulous persons. The
restoration of thie queen to the throne
is undesirable, If not possible, and un-
less actively supported by the United
Htates would be accompanied by serious
disaster and ihe disorgination of all
business interests. The influence and
interasts of the United Statesin the
islands must be increaseed, and not
diminished. Only two courses are
now open—one the establishment of &
protectorate by (11 United States, and
the other annexation full and complete.
The president thinks the latter course,
which has been adopted in the treaty,
will be highly promotive of the best
interests of the llawaiian people, and
the only one that will sdequately secure
the intereats of ths United States,
These interests are not wholly selfish.
UNITED STATES MUST SECTRE CONTROL

It is essential that none of ths
other great powers secure these islands.
Such possession would not consist with
onr safety and the peace of ths world.
This view of the sitnation is so appar
ent and conclusive that no protest has
been heard from any government
agaiost the proceedinga looking tc
annexation. Every foreign represen.
tative at Honolnlu promptly acknowl
edged the provisional government,
“and T think,” says the president.
“there is general occurrence in the
opinion that the depossd gueen ought
not to be restored. Prompt action
upon the trealy is very desirable, if it
meets the approval of the senate peace
and good order will be secured in the
falands under the existing laws, until
such time as congress can provide by
legislation a permanent form of
government for the islands, Thie
legislation should be snd [ donot doubt,
will be, not only just to to the natives
and all other s2sidents and citizens of
the islands, but should be charaterized
by great liberality and a high regard
to the right of all the people and
all fore gners domiciled there.”

OBJIECTS OF THE TREATY,

A preamble to the trealy declares
that the government of the United
BStates and the provisional government
of Hawaii, in view ot the natural de-
pendence of those islands upon the
United State:, their geographical
proximity, and the intimate part taken
by citizens of the ['nited States in im-
planting the seed of Christian eiviliza-
tion; of the long coniinuance of ex-
clusive reciproeal commercial relations,
whereby mutual iuterests have been
daveloped; of the preponderant and
paramount share thius acquired by the
Uhited 5tates In the productions, in-
dustries and trade of said island, and
especially in view of the denire ex-
pressed by sald government of Hawail
that thoss islands slall be incorpurated
into the United States as an integral
part thereof, and urder their sovereign-
4y, ia order (o provide for and mssure
the Becurity and nrosperity of said
lnlands, ‘the high coniracting parties
have delermined 'o accomplish, by
treaty; the object s+ important to their

t wellure. and to this end

tive plenipotentiaries, who sgreed upon
strealy.
LIKELY TO BE DATIFIED,
A careful oanvass of the semate ap-
poars 1o ind'cate that the Hawalisn

thirds to spare. The limit of the op-

As Crry, Mo, Feb. 18, —Elmer

NESRASKA LEGISLATUEE,

Bince the election of United States
sapator the number of visitors in the
Capital city has greatly diminishad.

Duriug the sessions of the legislature
the hotels seem almast deserted. There
are a few anxious gentlemen from
varions parts of the stats, who are
waiting the governor's somewhat tardy
aetion, in regard tv appointments, and
there is quite an apparent feeling of dis-
content among them and their friends
st the long delay. They point to the
celerity with which Gov, Boyd bounced
out the republicans, and say it was just
the thing 1o do, and that Gov. Crounse
ought to follow his example. Nearly
a month and a half has elapsed since
Jan, 1, and yet only o-e appointment
has been made outside of the gover-
wor's own office, to any position of
emolument. Allen D). Beemer, of Cum-
ming county, has been appointed war-
den of the penitentiary. There was
some talk that the independents and
democrats in the senate would refuse
to confirm the appointment, but their
aciion Friday morning, in voting
unanimously for his confirmation,
guieted zll uneasiness on thal score.
The Governor has also appointed 15, E.
B. Kennedy, Church Howe and T'. J.
Majors, members of the state Board of
Education

A Bill has been introduced to repeal
capital puishment in the state of Ne-
braska.

There ia very strong opposition in all
quarters to the bill repealing state oil
inspection. Itis urged that it is a
measure of the Standard 0il Company
which desires to make Nebraska a
dumping ground for its poor and dan-
gerous oil, that cannot be sold in ad-
jacent states whers they have a reason-
able test and inspeclors to ses lo it
that the oll sold in the state is up to the
test, The state oil inspector's office,
during the last term, has pald allof its
own expenses, including all salaries
and in addition had a balance left to
go into the state treasury, so that the
inspection costs the state nothing, pro-
tects the people from the great dan-
ger of bad oil, and pays a revenue to
the state,

Considerable interest is telt in
House roll No, 281, by Dimmick, which
providea that it shal Le unlawful
for any individual, or member of any
firm, or an agent, oflicer or employe of
any company or corporation to prevent
employes from furmiog, joining and
belonging to any lubor organization,
and any such individual, wember, agent,
ofticers or smployer that ecoerces or at-
tempts Lo coerce employes by discharg-
iag or threateiiing to discharge any
person from their employ or the em-
ploy of any lirm, company or corpor-
ation because of their connection with
suchlawful Iabor organization, shall
be lined in any sum rot exceeding $300
or imprisonment for not more than
six months or both, in the discretioa of
the court. Tlhe report of the com-
mittee recommending the passage of
Lthe bill wus adopted.

House Ioll No. 112, by Mr. Jensen is
a bill for an act to recount the ballots
cast forand against the amendment to
the constitution relating to executive
officers, and the amendment to thecon-
slitution relative to the permanent
school fund, on Lhe 8th day of Novem-
ber, 1892, and to declare the result.
Bill passed with emergency clause and
title agreed to,

This bill, house roll No, 112, is the
first bill to pa-s both houses with the
single exception of the bill for an ap-
propriation of money for the payment
of members and employes of this ses-
sion of the legislature. Gov. Crounse has
signed the bill and {tisnow a settled
fact that the votescust on the consti:
tutional amendmnents will be recoun'ed.
Following ‘s a portion of the bill; 2

Section |I. The county clerks of
each coun'y within this state are here-
by required to forward to the secretary
of state, ou or before this 15th day of
February, 1893, all the baliots and poll
books returned to said clerks by the
Jjudge and clerks of the election held on
the Bth day of November, 1802,

Sec. 2. The receetary and auditor of
state, together with two senators, to be
appointed be the senate, and three
members of the house of represena-
tives, to be appointed by the house,
shall constilute a board to inspeet,
count and compare, and they shall
open, coent and compare said ballots
aod poll books so returned by the
¢lerks of the several counties, so far as

relating to the permanent school fand,
and transmit to the governor their
find thereon, and deciare the result on
or before the Ist day of March, 1803,
House roll, No. 230, by Fuiton, pro-
vides that the jndielal power of this

DOINGS OF CONG RESS.

MEASURES CONSIDERED AND
ACTED UPON.

The periods of the Fensio Mooday were
of & character at once interestiug sod im-
nt. The jumlor representative from
aw York, feocator HUll, wade the motion
of which be bhad given notice list Friday—
to proceed %o the consideration of the bill
to repoal the Eherman sliver-purchuse acs
—and in support of the motion delivered a
carefully prepared speech. In which be de-
clared himself unconditionally a friend of
fres bimetalllc colaage The mction was
defeated by vewrly & Lwo-thirds majority,
the vote balng yesi 23, pays 42 After-
ward the quarantine bill was taken up
sod without & division, also w bill
for payment out of ihe 'reasury of lo-
cal taxes on lands held by ladisns In sev-
eraity. Floally tbe automatical-coupler
bill was taken up and discussed for a time.
when it went over. Senator Hill presented
s petition of the busines men of Roohes-
ter. N. Y., Irrespective of party, In favor
of the repeal of the Fherman act Feaate
bill to mothorize a bridge over the Monon-
gabels River from Pitisburgh to Home-
stead was passed This was suspeasion
day In the House. mnd Mr. Kligors, of
Texas soon began filibustering motlons. His
spparent object was 1o preven! ths consla-
eration of the anti-option bill, but deeper
than this was his sntagonism to the bank-
ruptcy bill, which public rumsr had pus
down on the slate for the day. It was af-
ter | o'clock when the various Allbustiering
motions of Mr. Kilgora were disposed of
and the Journal approved. The: Mr. Bunn
movel tisuspend the rales and pass a blil
appropriating #32.000 for the rellef of the
belrs of Adelicia Cho sau, Mr. Burrows
demanded & wocond. and. as no goorum
voted, on motlon of Mr. Kligora a call of
the House was ordered. The cull showed
the presence of a gnorum snd tellsrs were
again ordered. Agsln no gquorom voted
aod agaln a call of the Honse was ordered
After several other roll calls the House ad-
journed without having reached the anti-
ootlon or the bankruptey bill

The House Tussday made fair progress
with one of the great appropriation bilis
That leglsiative blll npproprintes upward
of $21,500,000. Aslde from = review of the
condition of the treasury hy Messra Ding-
loy and Dockery—divergent views—and an
sttack on 1he civll-service law by Mr
Dearmond the proceedings were uninter-
esting. Fenator Chandler managed togive
s political twist to the debaie in the Esnate
on the automatic-coupler bill. He brought
up & resolution In the Nationsl Demo-
ceatic platform which denounces the
Bepoblican party and the Republlican
Banate for pot having provided les-
islatlon for the protection of rall-
road employes, and he Insisted that the
position of so many Democratic Eenstfors
agalnat tha blll was ‘neonsistent with thelr
party fealty. Ile twiited them with the
fact that only saven of them hnd votad to
take up the bill for the repeal of the Bher-
man act, knowing the declaration of the
Natlonal DemocraticConvention on the sub-
joct of ailver. and krowing the entreaties
of the Prealdent-alect to have the Eharman
act repealed befors March 4 Mr. Wolcolt,
while mrguing azainst the automatic-
coupler bill, sald that no otker Eenator
than Mr. Chandler could have found a po-
litleal ndvantaze In I Alter & great deal
of talk back and forth no aciion wastsken
on the blL

Oo Wednesday tho Eenats resumed con-
sldsration of the raliway car-coupler bilL
Mr. Peffar took excej tion to some remarks
made by Mr Woloott, reflecting, as Mr
Paffer thought, o1 the formers and work-
fogmen of the country, and he boped that
tho bill would pass, uo matter how mach it
might oo3st the rallway companies He had
po qualms of conaclence on that polat
Mr. Gorman argued that tho orgwnization
of rallway employes could sccomplish
more in the way of Improvement than
all the lezislation vhat could te plledon the
stasute book Mr Cullom declured It had
got to ba a question whether Oongres
would pot uonsy ugalnst the blood of rall-
road employes, and whether money was
more valuahle than the liv. s of theao men.
Yarlous smendmeants wers offared, but
without actlon the Kenstn, sfter an execu-
tive session, ndjonrand. The Epeaker lald
befora the Housa the Housa quarantine
Bill, with Bennte amendment, and Mr, Ray-
por moved & concurrence. A few mo-
ments before 1 o'clock Doorkesper
Turner announced the presencs of the Vice
President and Senate ef the Unltad States,
and the vast assen binga roswe with one ac-
gord to do them hunaor. The Vice President
took the chalr asalzned to him st the right
of the Epeakes, and the Fonators Mcu? od
the first four rows of the seats to the right
of the presiding officer. The counting of
the electora! vole was then proceeded
with, and st its completlon the Fenate re-
turoed to its own hall. When the Banate
retired the Houss 10 umed In commitbee
the consideration of the logislative appro-
priation bllL. Without disposinz of the bill
the commities and the House adjourned.

Thursday was sliver day !n the Houss,
end the friends of allver were victorions in
the fght by & majorliy of & They sustalned
tho demand for the provious question on
the resolution setiine apart Thursduy and
Friday for the considoration of the bill
repesling the Sherman ack The whole of
tho day's sesalon of ths Fenute after the
maorning hour was devoled 1o & discumlon
of the rallway automatic caf-coupler bill
At noon the Fennte woni lnto executive
sossion. snd the doord remnined closed for
more then half an hour. When they wore
reopened the unfinished business, the auto-
matlc car-coupler bill, was taken up, but,
witbout concluding the conslderation of
the bill the Eonate adjourned.

The time of the House Friday was takes
up by the pension delimta  The bill pro-
poses an expenditurs of #100,000,000, & cat
of $8,000,000 from what was ssked. Mr.
Muatchler argued In support of the changes
in the pension laws recommendsd by the
commliitea There wera. he aaid, thousands
and meny thoussnls of mea who were on
ue'xeuba rolls to-dny who had never
beard the whisile of 1he builat or yet the
roar of artillery. Mr. Giroat admitted that
the amount of money reqaired for the pay-
ment of penslons was ¢ large ons. Butlt
must be remembarad that thoe bulk of It
waa for Invalld velermns or for
the widows of men “ho had lain down
thalr lives for thelr enuniry, He was op=-
posed to the transfer of rhe Penvion Bu-
rean a8 proposed by the UL W't ous
cloalng the general debate the commities
ross and 1ha lloure to 'k n recrss,  The de-
bata In the Benats on The sutomatic car-
coupler bill was not of un enlivening or
even An intere<ilong chinracter. The Vies
President presen tin momorial ol the
Ohloago Cbhambar of Commerco favoriox
the ansxation of tha Hawallan Islands, and
i% was referred to Lthe Committee on For-
elga Relatioas Tha bill to vide for
sundry lighthouss and othor alds to-navie

ation was pamed »= It came from the
Em The calendur wan taken np and
saveral minor bills Th
fersuce report om t'a Wil to restors to the

blfe domaln = pirtion of
nuhln Apache Indian Eessrvation was
mﬂ and axreed 1o, and (he Bonate ad-

T dames G. Biatns,

A XYaTERIOUS man.—Toronto Mall,
‘Wias not borm lo dio.—Minneapolls
m = .

| Tus most Llustrions American. —Bos-
ton Reoonl.
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CHAPTER XI.

IN OXE ACT.

Rav Webstar!

A visible menace, a weird, haunting
iread, as the full truth burst upon the
mind of the sstounded, overwhelmed
Arnold Dacre, for the first time in his
bold, evil experience of wrong-doing, he
juailed and weakened like the veriest
raven.

To disposs of & loe effectually, to
mapout & straight course of progress for
s new career, and to have that foe ap-
Jear, silently, secreily, and score the
first point In the game, was enough to
fismay & more resolute soul than that of
.he over-confident plotter.

In & flash he discerned the truth. The
tell-tale ticket had revealed all. A good-
:onducl badge, entitling an inmate of
she state penitentiary to certain privi-
wges a0 a reward for meritorious beha-
vior, who could have possessed it but
the owner of that number, 2 324, who
:ould bave dropped it In the carriage
wat, but the driver of the vehlicle?

And convict No. 2,324, as Arnold Da-
:re well knew, was no other than the ex-
flerk of the bank, the alleged embeziler,
‘ho disgraced lover of Flora Merwyn—
Ray Webster!

He had escaped, that was certaln. He
had returned to Ridgefield. He had ar-
rived at an opportune moment, ata critl-
cal elimax In the affairs ol the bank—
and he had acted! >
Struck dumb with a full realization of
what that meant, the villain' chilled
with vagne sugury and dresd. He had
been mistaken when he bad said that
but two persons In the world possessed a
kunowledge o! the vault combination, the
dead banker and himsell. There was
yet another, but so securely had bLe

wound a net of seaming gullt about that
third person, so strongly had he shut
rim in to a loathsome prison cell, that
he had never rememberod that Ray
Wabster also knew the secret key to the
massive vaultdoor. That knowledge had
probably saved Flora Merwyn's life, and
had robbed the schemer of his victim.
He had appeared mysteriously, he must
have witnessed the Interview betwenn the
schemer and his confederata, John Whar-
ton. The ladder, the carriage! Reoscu-
Ing the Imperlled girl, conveying her o
tha vehicle. he had removed her from
the power ot her enemies

Then—

Then! The strong man shivered as he
recalied the awful debt of blight and
wrong the innocent Ray Webster owed
bim—as he recalled, too, tke firm, reso-
lute nature of the escaped conviet. A
worthler champion Flora Merwyn conld
no! have found, for what vengeance and
doty might fall to acecomplish love would
certanly atialn.

“Batlod—beaten!” he found voice to
hiss forth at last, and ho stageered into
the open air with & wild fmpulse to fly
the scone precipitately, ere tlie avenger
appeared to betray, to nnmask, to pun-
Ish him.

*The money, the fortune—the package
I entrusted to John Wharton, that first!"
ho gasped. “It is fnlly to remain hore
now. The story of Ray Webstar would
raise a storm of suspicion that the cor-
oberative evidence of Flora Merwyn
would augment to certsinty. No, every
hour’s delsy Is fraughu with danger. It
is flight now—flizht only. [ must see
Wharton, and at once.™

A bitter scowl darkened the sinistor
face, Fortuue was much; luxury the
key-note of this man's nature, but the
fair face of Flors Merwyn had been a
lode-star In the pask Ilo was suscep-
tive of at least one genulne emotlon—he
valued her love, he had craved It, ho had
sworn to possest (i, and now, with a
muttered malediction he hurried for-
ward. All that must be abandoned. ,

Hearrlved at John Wharton's lodginga.
At the foot of the stalfs swod a llittle
group. They were discussing the old
clerk’s quesr behavior. Dacre glided
into the shadow and listened to them
unsgen.

*He's gone clear dalt” spoke one.
“Why! when T asked him if the bank
would pay s dividend of ten cents on the
dollar, he lsughed In = slily way and
sald be expectad two millions from the
government in new gold coln to-morrow.”

*“Yes," spoke up & second, “und he's
been cutting pasteboard Into bits, and
pretending they were drafts on New
York. Oh! his troubles have cartalnly
driven him witlesa. Poor, honest fellow!
Hitle ho dreamed of the villainy of
others, that was to drive him out in the
world 8 pauper In his old ags.”

A covert smile crossed Dacre's face

as ho stolo noiselessly up the stalrs,

The court would scarcely stlempt to
question & lunatic as to the affairs of the
tank. Oh!it was » royal game, ad-
mirably played. Pitty lor it, that, after
all this shrewd, careful plotting, flighs
should ba necessary, with but hall the
preclous prey at stake attained!

The sounds of an excited voice ralsed
in frantie, incoherent sumnlt quickened
Dacra's stepe.  He pressed the knob of
the door that led into the old clerk's
sleeping spartment A vivid pleturs
tilled his vision as he did so.

Thers stocd the Sheriff;, a clond of
concern snd distress on his brow, re-
garding & wild, uncouth figure, crouch-
ing sgainst the bed, John Wharton's
ashon face glowered forth strangoly.
Even Dacro, belleving it all & farce, all
pretence, lost sight of the superb acting
of his sutordinate, In the awful frenzy
the miserable wretch portrayed.

“Checks—dralta—bills of exchange.
Btep up gentiemen, take your chuoles,
millions In Tresh, crisp bank-notes, bill-
fons In government bonds snd torelgn
securitien, and in the vaulis—gold!"

Thus prated the old clerk, quletly
enough. Of & sudden, however, he fixed
his eyes on vacaney. With a terrible
scream, ho sprang to the other side of

the room.

“0old? No! no!" he shrisked wildly,
“it {a not mold. Tt (s Flors Merwyn's
goldon tressas, Get her out—met her
out! Mercyl do not cross thea checks
with red fnk—It fs iho life-blood of
Danker Merwyn—murderedl murdered!
Gold! guld! gold! my hesrt Is Slied with
i

4 ?"- sinking, sinking, sinking to | the

line of reality, and drifted a hopeless
wreek upon the blank sea of insanity?

“What shall we do with him?" asked
the Sheriff, o an awed whisper.

“Lesve me alone with him,” returned
Dscre, sasuming 3 confidence he searcely ]
ex perienced,

The Sherl! bowed asssentingly, and
with s sigh o! reliefl lelt the apartmanL
Dacre closed and locked the door after

him. Then he approached |1 crouchicg,
muttering hireling. |
“Wharton!”
Something In the stern domineering
tone of the tyrant, potent as of nld ln|

sway him for the wmomeni, fixed the
mind of the man addressed.

“Well, faithful old partaer * cried Da- |
cre, slapping the trempling wrewh fa-|
miliarly on the shoolder,  “You've |
pulled the wocl over ineir eyes all |

Why, man! you would I1Ii|\t':
And

of them.
your fortune on the mimic stage
now, Lo business!”

“Business? Yes ! yes! Rothschild ca- |
bied me yesterday —"

“Shut up that Jargon! Your part ol
the farceis over pow,” interrapted Da
ere.” We're 1o leave, Wharton, we're |
to divide, depart, and enjoy our fortune |
in loreign land<  Worh the plotling
and the walting, eh! wld friend? Quiok, :
John! the package.”

“The packsge.” repeated Wharton.
like an automaton. “I'here was one
of dralts—from the Bank of England.™

Arnold Dacre started. He regarded |
his companion sharply. Nomothing in
the dazed, upceriain eyes chillod him
with a sudden, sickening sense of dis

aster.  Heo shook him rotughly.

“Come, Whartan! collect your scal-
tered wits,” he ordered Impatieutly,”
“The package! 1 want it  Where have

you hidden 12"

“Ipsunk!  With a shriek that filled |
his auditor, John Wharton scresmed |
forth the word, and sprang to the fNoor |
with eyes of terror once mare.  “There |
was Webster starving todeath in a prison |
cull, there was Merwyn murderad by us, |
there was pretly, golden-haired Flors |
choked to death In the vault. They tobk
it, and sunk.dancing, dancing, danclng!” |

The wild outburst torminated in a
yell of agony. Frothing at the mouth.
torn in a terrible convulsion, tho old
bank clerk sank helpless st the fent of
the appulled plotter,

White to the lips, that plotter recled
where ho stood. With & heart of lead,
and a brain whirling, be realized that ho
had sald his soul for a gllttering bribe
that had eluded bis eager grasp st last.

For this was no acting—this was no
feirned lunacy.

He had given his hireling a part to
play, and full-well had old John Whar-
ton enacted the role,

He would never be called on to testity
in court—no fear of that now! No dan-
ger of complications arising from what
those witless lips might utter!

For Wharton was stark, raving mad.

CHAPTER XI1.
DISGUISEI

With empty hands and empty heart,
Arnold Dacre stood regarding the wreck
of his last hope. Sin had brought its lit
raward.

His sounl sank as ha realized that those
babbling lips might nover betray the
secret of the missing packsge,or, {f ever,
too late to avall him, for light was now
wore Imperative than ever. With an
abundance of money, he could pick his
path tosafety, penniless, he was as for-
Jorn a fugktive as the escaped ex-convict
himself.

‘“The money—the moncy!—where was
ft—would it eseape him after sll bis
careful plotting? The thought burned
Into his reeling brain, and coupled with
It was the bitter knowledge that he had
lost Flora Merwyn, that every waning
hour might te bringing the resolute
avenger, Ray Wabster, closer and closer
upon his track.,

For Ray Wabster was alive—he knew
it. circumstances proved it, and the [&ir,
crushed girl who had seen har lover seom-
Ingly dashed to his doom, wnd had fran-
tically rushed away to share the fate ot
a beloved father, had mwourned lum
vainly.

Btunped, benumbed, helpless, Ray
Wabstar had been flung by the treach-
erons waters of the river upon s broad
rock., There, panting, nerveless, he had
Isin for an houror tmore.

What the scheming scoundral Arnold
Dacre had theorized as to _his !atter
movements, was practically correct, He
hud finally gained sufficient strength to
swim ashore to find Flora gone, and top
lats to overtake and warn her imperiled
father, but not too lzte tn resolve to de-
feat the schemes of the man whose false
lestimony had placed upon him the
brand of the convick

He knew—ah! how surely he knew!
that carsfal plotting had robued him of
his good name. He knew that the fall-
ure of the bank munst be the work of his
enemy, Arnold Dacre. By secluded
lanes, stealing from shelter to shelter,
fearing recognition, pursuit, arrest, ho
finally gained the stables of the Merwyn
homestead, and thence the court Lhat
terminatad directly under the windows
of the private oftice of the bank.

His had been the hand that had placed
the Isdder sgainst the window slil, his
the faco thst had peered In on & acens
that fully evidenced the villalny of the
[sls)-berrted cashler. He heard his in-
Juncilon to Wharton, he realized tho
peril of Flora, he dscerned his own
weakness as & champlon—bhe, & hunted
fugitivel He saw Flors shut into the
dark yaalt, Then, his pulses throbbing,
he sprang Into the room. onco It was
vacated. Memory wupplied the old
combinstion to the lock. Still sonssloss,
he bore Flora from the spartment, down
tha Isdder, ncross the court, aod, plac-
ing her tanderly among the soft cushions
o!’thoemhr, tried to think out the
difficuls problem of ths hour.

Confinesnent and suffering had sharp
ened his ressoning [aculties. As bo re-
flected on the noss and power of his
unscrqpulous anamy, he decided that his
first movo must be to convey Florato s
pisca of safety. He dared noteven trust

peered in.

Seated {0 an old-fashioned rocker,
bhumming & bomely tune and sewing, sat
an old womsn whose sad, patieat smile
and silvered bair formed an surecle of
angelle besuty to that careworn face

She looked up with & nervous start 84
he stopped scross the threshold. Thea
the slight token of fear disappesred
from her face asd she arose with ex-
tended srms and | esming eyet

“Oh! Mr. Webster, my friend, It Is
you? Waelcome! welcome.™
Ray Webstor looked earnestly lnto the
tear-stalned, friendly face.

“Mri Alden,” he said gravely, “Ises
you are surprised, you wouder Howl, »
vonvict—"

“A conviet? A martyr! Ob, Mr.
Webster! do you think that 1 for s mo-
ment Lelleved you guilty? I have writ-
ten you, | tried to see you—"

“You, yes, | hnow, We will talk of that
jutar,” interrupted Ray seriously. ‘Do
yoi: remeniber telling me once, that if
ever | was in trouble you wonld belp me®"

] would die for you!" cried the old
woman, her wan face flushing with the
earnestness of love and devotion.” Whan
my poor crippled busband and l,."
were tursed from our litdle bhome In
Ridgefield. you notly saved us from the
poor house.  Your mesns purchased us
this qulet paradise, you crowned our uld
ave with peace and plenty, my husband
died blesslug you, and 1—command! my
life is yours.'

Briefly, rapidly but coherantly, Ray
Webster told his story to the old woman.
She listened with & shudder a3 bhe
depicted the bla~‘tnass of Arnold Dacra's
heart, the misery  ho had wrought, her
eyes were one great zlow ol sympathy
and love, a8 he asked her 0 care for
Flora Merwyn for a few days.

sshe must nol return 1o Ridgefield,”
luer said,

It when she wakens tho (hought of
her father will smpel her to hasten
thither."

“1t must not be—you will tell Lor that
& fricud—a trae Iriend rescued ber from
the bank vault, She thinks me dead.
You must not enlighten her yet Keep
her here until | return,™

“You are golug away?
recognized!”

*1 will be carclul,” reullad Ray. #ol-
emnly., I have a great work to do, and
and tor the sake ol this beloved, be-
reaved, creaturs, 1 will not court dan-
ger.  Pou L need money w prosccote my
plans against Arnold Daere, | need adis-
Riise—"

I'he wonian started,

“Stay!” she spoke qnite exeitedly. “A
disgulse? The gypsies tauzhl me & cu-
rious art oncn. Mr. Webswer, will yon
consent to remeln hers until to-morrow
morning, {f 1 agree to furnish you witha
disgulse that your own' friends would
never plerce?”

“Can yvou do this?” queried Webster,
skeptlcly.

“Yag "

He gave a dubfous consent. Flora,
still white and belpless, was brought In-
to the hut, and Mrs Alden placed her
on her own snowy bod,

**She has suffered a sover k. Wt
Is sl sht sald tomfor®ngly to the
anxious Ray. *Do not fear. I shall re-
vive and control her. Come with me
now."

She led the way to a shed and to Its
attic.

“You will be safe here if traced,” she
sald. *There is & cot upon which you
can rest.”

“But I can not sleep,
demurred Webster.
precipns.™

“Trust me,” swmlled his hostess en-
couragingly. *“*You will not regret It
Drink this,” and she tendered & cup,Into
which she poured s mixtura trom » bostle.

Drug or sedative, it sent Ray Web-
ster's weoarled senses Into dense but re-
treshing slumber alinost Immediately. It
was daylight agaln when he awoke.

“A nlght—a whole precious night
gone!" he cried, springing In dismay to
Iy feet.

“*Do not excite yoursell." spoke & re-
assuring volce, and ba looked up to see
ks falthful hostess putting awsy & cloth
mask, shesrs, plements and some saucers
contalning stalns of various hues

“Flora!" ojaculated Ray lo a palpits-
ting breath.

“She 1. sleeping quistly. She revived
during the night, but I gave her & com-
posing draught, Do not fear. I will
carry out your wishes regardiog her.
And now you can go It you like, snd
hieaven gulde you in the battle of right
agalnst wrong!"

“‘Yes, [ must go,” repeated Ray slowly!
“I must socure s disguise, I must get
some money."”

Tke old woman pointed to a sult of
neat, home-spun clothes lylne scross s
n;hllr. and to a little bag hesvy with
Colin.

“Both are wrovided for you," she
smlled, I am thanktul my little savings
come In 8o appropristely, and, believe
me, 1 eanspare thom,"

*How sball I thank you?" murmured
Webster gratelully. “'bit the disgulse—
thesa clothes will ald it, but my face—"

The old woman extended s palr of
dark blue spaciscles with s curious *mile,

“*Put them on," she directed,

Ray Wobster obayed mechanically snd
wonderingly.

“‘Now, loog,'" p

You may be

Mrs. Alden,"”
“Every moment [s

i

As she spoke; she hield & small mirror

before his face,

"1 told you the gypsies had taught
somo curlous ll:lncalz: the rulul:ﬂ!:d‘f
*“They showed the play attor's art—how,
with pecullar pigments and stalng, &
face could bo masked. [ could disgulse
any one. Look, Mr. Wabster. Youn
wanled & disgulse. Is it aafe?”’

Ray Weobstar did look. For & mo-
mant, ulter consternasion filled his soul,
He could searcely vredit the evidencs of
h:llhiiem;rl. The face that reflected back
at him from the Jlitls il a8 utterly
unin;lllar sad Mn.l: o

nd Lhen, a Bores, wild » -
vened. Ha had sought s I"lljl ng.
deft hand of & falthtul friend had
pll;:i It marvalously,
Wai more than disguise, It
um‘lﬂehlnl;] of hin previous mm;
aven Flors would not k
Ho was safe to o A

bousskeeper. Plaaning swiltly, ha| Likn a young k  com-
m the borses to the vohinle. | bat, mc'un'ﬁm':.‘a'f: ’
Ihmﬁ'mnu tha BN to man st oven odds, the raoe fo




