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BENELA BEN.
il it 45 3

BY SIEPHEN D ROSS _—3—

Oneevening, while walking down one
of the streets of Denela, in company
with my young friend, Sam Parker, |
saddenly fnquired:

“Who isthat slender, dark-eyed vonth,
erossing the street on our left =

“What! Dum't know Benela Ben " ex
clamed my companion, inevident as-
Lonishment.

I cinfessed tnat such wis the case,
and expressed my willingness to learn
somsthing of the handsome young fel
low who had just passed.

“Well, here we are at the office. Walk
i, and 171 tell you how the youth who
<5 quickly attracted
came by his name.”

“It was in March, 1550, that the mer
chants of this place, and all the furmers
for miles around resolved to sell their
eotion,

*They had held it all wintar for better
prices, and, now that the rize had come,
i generul feeling of gomd cheer prevaded
tewn ind country.

“There were many who hiad lived very
Close for months, depriving themselves
ol every luxury that they might hold
their crops; and then, just as the knowl-
tulge that they must sell was foreed up-
un them by pressing need, prices went
up like & flasl.

Your attention

| covered the bookkeeper's heart.

. the safe in silenve, and then,
denly springing to Lis
young Gilmaore senseless.

Ben

death
rible suffering the poor people of the
neighborhood
their hardearned money be taken from

“Tlrow upyonrband's'™ commanded come convineed by I
the taller of them, who was evidently
the leader.

“stowily Ben's hands went up

then the tall man spoke again:
“Rube, you can hold the youngster
covered while | manipulate the com

ne”
“For a few monents the man worked
suil-

feet, Kuockad

“When Ben recoversd consiiousiess

he was lving on his bed, and the robbers
were seated by his side with their pistols
ance more shining iy his eyes

“You have changed the combination

Now open that safe, or die!”

“The words eame low and sharp, and
realizdd that to refuse meant
Yet, as he chought of the ter

wonld undergo shonld

them, e resolved to give up his life

rather than aid these men o opening
the safe
“Will you wark that combine®

grated the robber chief,
revolver's
et

pressing the

mnzele against the youth's

“tillmore elosed his eves, anticipating

instant death, as he answered in tones
that left no doubt of his determination.

, dnl

“No, I will never open thiat sa

"“r"-'k'-'r"- W jlij tlll'ir sh ;‘l“h":“"" ikt | “ 18 useless tor _\ulI Lo sk me to do '

up the river, and for three days all was
bard work and confusion,

revolver down

ght his

Ben's head, and for

“With an oath, the man br
Ol

“Then, on the evening of the third | the second time  that night the vouth
day, asthe last boat, heavily loaded | rolled to the floor unconsetous.

with the tleeey staple, was preparing to
leave, the committee  of merchants ap-
pointed to conduet the sale were called
into the cabin and paid S1K0,000,

“The money was to e g

o Lo Lhose

t belonged the following day,
from miles around were
expected in Benela, with their Liborers,
ardy in the morning, a8 it was well
Enown the latter elass had been clamor-
ing for a sett=ment (or the past seyveral
months.

“Although the amount paid into their
pands was enormons  and the salvation
of the entire county depended upon its
safe keeping, the thonght thist a
very might be attempted that night
never oreurred to the committee;
after some liseussion, it was ilw':rlt‘d'l
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roly

and

“When be again recovered his senses,

the burglars had removed the mattress
and covering from the bed and were
placing it around the safe

i the door which fed tothe ware room, |

andin an instant realized that they | BT%¢

“He could see an open Keg of powder

were going to blow open the safe,

then, as his  eyes
brand on the
tiew light of desperate determination [lammation and softening of the brai
sleamed in his eves,

said one of the
ceeded i arriging the mattress,

“He groaned at the thought, and
fell upon a blazing

hearth newre his hand,

and

| the room, and (hree deadly revolvers |

The Overbead ('de‘k_. :
i Bostiey, who jiad be

“1 guess that'll desden  the report,” |21 the horse,

after e Il sue-

T 2 aa i o thit e 1
“Then, stepping towprd the Keg of short time imouse; thii 1

powder, he coutinued:

“'ome, |H"\:\_ I'il ¢

deposit it in his great safe until the | der in the warercotn out of danger.

tour for distribution arrived.

“The three

Were bending

ahe what powder Dect
bat Major Gurvin, the chairmn, should | s needed, snd you ean set the remain- |

“Deu Gilmore, Major Garvin's book- keg, when sudden!y en leaped to lis gatd appearance the owners attempt

keeper, Invariably slept in the small | feet and horled the b

luing stick direet

room bick of the store where the safe| iy at them.

stood, nod after the money had been de-
posited, Major Gurvin turned to him
and said:

“Ben 53 a matter of pecantion, we
nave chnrged the combination to *. en-
ela” and 48 you will have to open the
safe at closing time, you will please re-
wmember the new combination.”

“Yes, sir!” auswered the youth.

“And as he glanced up from his
books, he observed & tall well built
man, apparently about 40 years of age,
standing immediately in front of the
door directly behind his employer.

“A half concealed expression of tri-
umphshone in the fellow's eyes, but
quickly noting the inquiring ook of
the young Lookkeeper he walked away.

“Who can that be? asked the Major
Garvin, turning just in time to catch o
glimps of the retreating ligure.

“His name is Rose, so Le informed
me, answered Mr. Ford, & member of
the corzmittee.

“And glad of an opportunity to sat-
isfy the curiosity of his companions, he
cantinued:
- “This Mr. Rose and his two friends
came in yesterday, and have spent the
time sinoce their arrival in looking at
wme of their timber lands in this
locality. They coutemplate purchasing
several' thousend ‘acres and intend
erecting a monster sawmill on the
tiver 8 few miles below.’

Aftern few eomments on the new
enterprise, the committee of merchants
sdjourned to their homes, and Gilmore
was left alone with his ledgers,

“The offiee stood some 12 feet back
from the store, with a narrow hallway
connecting the two, and when the ¢'erks
had handed in their note books, and re-
turned to their own sleeping rooms in

the rear of the larger building, Beu
knew he would see no more of them
until morning.

“After depositing the receipts for the
day in the safe, he closed it, and, draw-
ing his chair near the fire, attempted
to read,

“It was useless, liowever, as the oun-
Ring face of the man who had ‘glanced
in while the committee wers present
&ept passing through his mind.

“He evidently heard Major Garvin
wiention the combination,” mused Ben,
s the man’s face once more appeared
o stare at him from the paper he was
reading.

“Then, after & fow moment's silence,
be muttered.

“Starvation and untold misery would
be the portion of these people were
that money stolen. I am going to
change the combination again.”

“With that he Jeft his seat, and walk-
ing to the huge safe, knelt befors it.

*Just as he oo his task, and
was about torise, & cold draught of
'wind fanned his echoeks, and be turned

Shat it was open.

saved the building,
the Lre was soon extineuished

name;” came the low amswer.
said:

and thesafe wik be opened in g few
doments.”

for the young bookkeeper—for Benela
Ben—and only those who can eompre-
hend what the safety of the money
meant to these people can understand
the energy and enthusiasm with which
they were given.”

day Umie? At night they are roogters.

a spout of thnue shoot
4 the last Ben cn
Lonrs.

had recovered
Garvin came forward and s:iid -

and seeing that his mind was perfectiy
clear, Major Gurvin asked: :

boy ¥ ;

Bees sometimes select queer abodes,
but one of the queerest yet is the home
of a newly swarmed colony in Augusta.
They have taken possession of a ventil-
ator flue of the chimney leading from
the clerk of court’s office at the court
house and &s many as fifty are at times
buzzing around Clerk of Court's Choate's
desk. As yet they have
but the cecupants of
feel quite at ease—Lewiston Journal

*Alery of horro v the men, and
WUl

“Lhe people of Bone

and l;)’ mn

“Hard work and

plenty of

howaver, and

e skvwvard, was | Senseless {ashion.

A wiere awakenel I“"'"“‘." today.”
by the tremendons report,
time they hud rea
entire rear end of Major Garviu's store (horses  wearing. the

was 1n a bright Lloaze,

heard for mauy !staid of the blinders, %5

+ . ; " Wi Y T andmati
“The torn and mingléd remains of | vroelty to animals.

the three masked men were diseovered |
and carried in the open air.

“Two was dead and the other was | Gonbt. Horses upon whicl it is phued

dying, but Lefore bremthing his last, Ia_llnu'nt :u\\'_;t_\'u acouire & habit of i
the suffering burglar recovered suli- (10K or tossing the head in vrder 15 e
ciently to tell what had oceurred.

“AL that inoment the body of youug It‘unljluu‘-il application profuces  waell

When the explosion occurrad,

Gilmore was found under the mattress, | estabiished disenses.
and quickly carried 10 the pearesy | 10W
house.
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the bed-clothing and matiress had
struck him first, thus saviug his life,

“When Ben opencd his eyes aty

o’clock the next worning, the committes |
of merchants and a physician were in
liis room, while > great throng of farm-
ers and laborers weése gathe
of the house,

L

= -
“On observing that lis bookkeeper

consciousness, Major

“They are dead, DLen; but one lived

iong enough to tell us what you did to
save the money. The people are here
and appreciate your action more than
words can express.”

“A pleased smile lit up the pale face,

“What is the new combination, my
“I simply signed the old Wil].! my first
“Stepping to the door, Major Garvin

“The combimation is “Benela Ben,"

“Then some ona proposed three cheers
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