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MY FRIEND SPARLING.

A Troubled ( nusclencs and o llaunt
ing Presence.

[am & munufecturer nad dealer in
gravestones and monuments Thers
are throe men who bhabitually associate
death with Luvineas—ibe doector, the
undertaker and the tombstone maker.
I have the fimer feeliogs and senil-
ments of the average man, yet my oo-
cupation has led me to regard the
the great and solemn change chiefly
from s business point of view. That
men should die has seemod to me s 8
matter of course. and as a neccssary
meaans for the suppors of mysell aad
family. B8till, death may produce a
great shock In me, as was the case
w.th that of my friend Sparling.

We had been frionds from boyhood.
He lived near me; my way to and from
business led past his house [ met him
almost daily. Mutusl assistance over
some of the hard places in life, asimi-
larity of tastes, and frequent inter-
change of thought and opinion had
endeared each of us to the other.

For n weck I bad been busy with
preparations for a long busiuess tour.
Tt was o last three months, The day
beforo my departure I had met Spar-
ling and hnd snid to bhim: 1 am go-
ing on another tour. Lest we should
not mest to-morrow, let us say good-
bye now."  Wae separated with a hear-
ty bnnd-shnke aond the friendliest of
farewella

I was to take the evening train of
the next day. My ticket for New
Orlenns was in my pockel, my trunk
packed, the parting w.th those i
home was over, and the hatk was tak-
ing me to the station. Tho afternoon
paper was in my hand; I opened it
snd the following paragraph caught
my aye:

“Soonex Dearii— As we go to presa the
painful news roaclies us of the death of our
cateemed eltizan, Ezea Spariing, which oe
curred ab his resldeace 'bout three o'clock
thia aliernoon. The occurrenece will be an
startling as palnful to bis host of frisnds and
acyuaintaoces. as the decensed has apparest-
Iy teen In the bestof bealth. The ciuse was
protably heart disesse.  Parilculars sre
pecesaarily deferred till our vext lssue '

The paper dropped from wy hand;
the shock made me faint for a momont

Sparling dead! I could not eowmpre-
hendd it

The hack had just turned into the
stroet on which wna his house. i
looked wt mv wateh; there was not one
woment to spure.

Shail 1 tell the truth, that
certninly gave me great relisl,
then? L of oll men, shiooll ba with
the sfilicted family in tuat dark hour;
and liere was an excellent wxcuse for
the non-performance of the sad duty.
I shravk, as oll do, from the dissgree-
nblo task.

The back went swiltly to the house;
the driver know he bad no time to
lose. I saw in the twilight thal the
blinds were closed; two or three neigh-
bors were on the front steps. I had a
glimpse of a woman doing something
at the door. *Putting crape on tne
knob," 1 said to mysell and the scens
disnppeared like some fleeting picture
conjured up by the memory.

So my journey was commenced with
s heavy heart I looked abont
anxiously fur somebody al tha station
who could tell me mora about my
friend's death. Nobody conll. The
| two or three with whom I was uble to
| exchiange a few words about it before

the express camo and went knew what

(I did and no more. They had seen
the brief newspuaper announcement,
and that was all.

[ Ilsy awake two Lonrs that
after my  berth in
made up. thinking of poor Sputling, of
bis bereaved tnmly, and whiuy I ought

!lo doin the premises. It wns an un-

iununl occasion with me; nobiody, left

! the gap in my lifs that this man would
leuve. Naturally, I began tocondemn
myself for hrstening away asl had

| done, after learning of Fzru's death, To
be sure my pluns were all previously

(made, and the three days' delay that
would be necessary in offering mv con-

| solations to dhe family und attending

| the funeral would be Inconyenicent,
| That was all, merely a liitle dersnge-
| mont of my plans, no: even involviag
| my business loss. I became angry and
| dissatistied with myself as Lueso reflac-
tions procesded. and tried to excuse

this

night
the sleeper was

by conduct by the plea that the news |
| bad come upon me so suddenly that I |
' hiad po time for caln reflsction neces- |

|nry to a chunge of plan. My con-
| solence wams & stern monitor, and
| would not excuss me so ensily. *He
[ would never have sacled thus toward
|y0n." was [ts comeut upon my apol-
ogles.

I tossed about uneasiy; proposed In
my mind that I would get off at Claves
|l|nd aud relurn home; resolved the

| next moment thut 1 would do nothing |

| of the kind, but would send « long tel-
[ gram to the widow, explaining the

nucessity of my nbsence nud tendering
| ray sympathy; decided next that this

| woutd be an mbsurd thing to do—and |

st last fell to sleep wilh nothing
getiloll. When I awoko [ was three
{ bundrad mlos from home, nod Cheva-
[ Innd was un hour bohind me. I tried
[ to pat away my thoughts of Spurling,
" and fix my mind on business,

1t would not do.  The man who at-
| tlempts to fight s hattln with lils con-
sefenon 8 wiys in tho wrong, nlways
sure of dofent.  Morsover, that kind
of # coute - will exelmde overy thing
olike from bis mind vl i settled.
C Whon the treain roacied Clueinnati |
Lowting my buggago

just !

l,-_'n on [ lefi the car, anid in & fever of

impatience walked the station until I

] could take a return train.
!  From the probabilities of sush oc-
~asions 1 had settled it in my mind
| that Sparling would be buried oa the
afternoon of the third day from that
ol his desth. Time-tables were stud-
ied, conductors interrogated, and it
was made oertain that [ ought in due
eourse to reach home at three o'dock
in the afterncon of that day.

That would be s very close thing, 1
reflsotsd There would be, probably,
only ime for me to take » carriage
and join the procession to the ceme-
tery. Mueh distressed in mind, I re-
selved to do this, if circumstances ad-
mitted of mothing more

But even this poor privilege was
dsnied me. There wers maddening
delays und detontions; it was not until
midnight of the third day that I left
the train at the home station.

My state of mind admits of no de-
seription. I feared to learn the truth;
1 would not inquire if the funeral had
taken place. ‘I'here were no carriages
there at that hour and I walked slooe
throogh that desertwd streets,

There was a full moon and the gas
lamps were not lighted  But the time
was July, and the folinge often vailed
the muonbeams.

The foreo of hab't Jed me through
the strect where Sparling had lived. 1
would not think of ealling at that un-
timely hour. 1 must learn the partiou-
lars of the funeral st liome, but in my
remorsefal eondition of mind it seemed
to e the correct thing to do to walk
slowly past the house of Lthe mourning,
and abase my soul befors it

As I neared tho gate I saw a tall
figure leaning on it The form and the
attitude were so familiar to me as to
strika me through with terror. 1 halted
abruptly,

Tho face was slowly turned toward
me. It looked white im the wague
moonlight: pale and very sorrowful. It
waa Sparling's,

I grow coid from head to foot. With
what little strength was left me I tried
{0 cross the sireel.

A timorous glance back over my
shoulder showed me that it was follow-
ing. Swiftly, struight jt came sfter
me.

I could have prayed for wings to fly
with ms away from the terrors of that
pl e

It--whut wvame could I give that
thingt—overtook we.  The pale coun-
tennnee stidl looked reproachful, re-
bukeful

“For Gol's sake,
“Don't cotne back

Fzra."
and

+ eried,
haunt me! [
| was wrong, but you know 1 Lave tried

A smile broke over the sad face; so
like his amile.  In the suddec revulsion
of my feelings T fainted.

Somebody fanned me with a nat, 1
opened my eyes; it was leaning over
me

*Now what's the matter, Joe?” a
familiar voice cheerfully inguired. *I
thought you were off for the South
three duys ago.  And what d'ye mean
by dodging away from me in this fash-
ion?" =

I sav up.

“Fzra," I said, grasping his hands
in solemn joy, **you have come back
to nh asg ono from the grave"

“Ho! Yoo heard the false alnrm.
did You? Nothing but a ridiculous
newspaper titistuke, founded on the
death of poor old Bunting. next door,
who's  been dying for two or there
years. 1 couldn’t sleep this hot night,
so leame out hers lo gel some air
Now your back and find me nhve,
hadn't you better put off your trip till
the wonther cools?"'—James Franklin
Futs, in Inter Ucean.

A Two-ton Gem.

An interesting acction of petrified
wood, which stands a short distance
beliind the main ¢ntrance door of Tifl-
any's will not fail to attract the atten-
tion of scientists as well as those fond
of looking mt curious things. The
block ™ mn immonse one, welghing
4,200 pounds and measuring 40§ by
83 inches snd 34 inches high. It is of
agatized wood and came from tha pet-
rified forests at Chaleedonia Park, Ari-
zona, near Corriza, and 20 miles from
the nearest railroad station. It wus
brought on to this city through the
efforts of Mr. Guorge F. Kunz of Tiff-
any's and is the largest block of the
kind ever Urought east and polished.
| Mr. Kunz bad no idea that he could
socure so large a section for (e in-
spoction of New York people. Other
| pioces of the psirilied wood have been
brought on from these forests, but
none which approach this specimen in
size. The wood 14 nsed to make upinto
table tops and handsomoe wood orna-
| mention. The polshed surface shows
a boautiful blending of yellow and
black, mnd in soma respects ressmbles
tha ved wood of the big California trees.
Some idea of the hardness of the wood
oan be guined when itis known Lhat
200 pieces of marhle can be sawed up
whils one pivce of the ngatized wood Is
buing cul,

The plece of wooil is very valuable,
and for n thino was pluced oulside the
door on the steeot
gem that bas ever boen placed ontside
of Titinny's vnguardod. It is neadloss
to say that noone trivd to wilk off with

| thio igrear blovk —New Yors Tomes

-
A oornet player who cannot attend the band
muetinge shonld send o subs-to toot. —Life

It ia the biggest

Semeral Ayres] Homamnes.

Of General R. B. Ayrea, of the axtil-
lery, it is related that he was in com-
mand of » detachment of Union troops
who during the ecivil war burned the
hiouse of & Virginisn Confederate. The
wife of the Virginisn fled from the
Louse with Lier baby in Ler arms, and,
secking refuge in the negro quariers,
was foreed to fly sgain when the torch
was applied to them in turn. Beventeen
years afterward the Union officer, Gen.
Ayres, married the baby, who had
ml into » charming young woman-

A Black Friday.—That day, whes s per-
son is firet erriously attacked with rhbeuma
tism, may well be termed & black one; bot
it be uses Balvation Oil in time, he will
soon be able to speak of & “Good Friday."
It is the greatest cure on earth fer pain.

The butcher does have seme funny ex-
pressions; be told his assistant the other
day to break the bones im Mr. Williams'
chops, and put Mr. Bmith's ribs in the
baaket for him, and tell Mra. Black to take
Dr. Bull's Cough Byrup for ber cold.

Russell Bage will leave $60,000,000
when be dies,

TRE NYSTERY SOLVED.

Jailer Jamea M. Joukins Heolda the

Lucky Ticket and Geta His $5,000.
Fowe (Ga) Tribune of Bome. July 24
_ Mr. James M. Jenkins is the popular
juiler of Floyd county, Georgia.

He was 85,000 better off last Saturday
than the day previons.

Hearing that Mr. Jenkina held one-
tonth of ticket No. 47,543 which drew
the third ecapital prize of 50,000 in the
Louisiana State Lottery, a Tribune re-
porter called at tlie county jail yester-
dav to sscertain if the report was true,

Mr. Jenkins was found sick in bed,
but nevertheless o happy man.

Mr. Jenkins preferred that the Tri-
bune eay nothing of it, but as a maiter
of news the public must have it.

He presented his ticket at the Sonth-
ern Express office on the 16th inst for
colleetion, and on Saturduy last he got
$5,000in New York excliange, which
was deposited to his credit in one of the
city banks.

en Mr. Jenkins presented his tick-
ot at the express office lLe looked asif
he conuld hardly realize that it was ticket
No. 47,848, and when the $5000 was
banded him by Manager Lowry on Sat-
nrdnﬁl lnst, his heart leaped for joy. He
was the happiest man in Georgia

Mr. Jenkins is an honest, hard-work-
ing man, who enjoys the confidence of
the people, and this little fortune conld
not have fallen into more deserving
bhands than into his.

Two years ago 156,000 was drawn by
Rome parties at one drawing.

Rome is not only plucky, but lucky,

The firnt advertising agency wan eatals-
lished by Orlando Bourne, 1n 1828,

The Lomgest Word In the Dictionary
in incompatent to communicate the loex-
presaible satisfaction and incomprehensi-
ble conrequences reanlting from a juilicions
administration of Dr. Pierce's Fayvorite
Preacription, & prepuration designed eapec-
ially Tor the apecdy veliel und permunent
cure of wll Female Weaknessos, Nervous-
nega, and disenscs peculinr 1o the femnle
sex.  Tke only remedy for woman's pecis
linr ills, sold by drugsints, under o positive
guarantee, to give satisfnetion. See gunr-
antea oo wrapper ol boltie. Thisguarnotes
hna been Inithlully enrried out for many
years by the propriotors,

trust at New Orlenns lust week.
Wiy ut il bt
A Large Estate.

A broad land, is this in which we live,

and villages! Amid them nll, with ever-
incrensing popularity and helplulness, is
Dr. Pierce's Golden Medien]l Discovery,
giving hope and cheer where there in diseass
and despuir, Wherever there in hnmunity
there in sullering; wherever there is sulfer

American remedy. Consumption (which
in lung-serofula), yields to it, i employed
in the early atages of the disease; Chronie
Nosal Caturrh, vields to it; Kidoey and
Liver discawes, yiwld to itl 11 you want
the best known remedy lTor sl dwesnes ol
the blood, aek for Dr. Plerce's Golden Med-
fcal Discovery, nnd take no other.

The economical girl—The one with emall
wail,

Popular Preparation!

Pure, Potent, Pallid People
Priine, Progressive People Purchnss! Pos-
| |f||r|-|y Plerce's Pleasunt Purgntive Pellots,
Properly Partaken, Troserve  hysionl
Puwers, P'roduece Permunent Physical Per-
lection. I'urehnee, Provel

Powerful!

At 260 varda the Lebel rifle would go
through two men,

When Beby wae sick, we gave her Castoria,
When she was s Chilil, abe ¢ried for Castorls,
When she became Mins, she dlung to Costoris,

‘When ahe had Children, sbe gove them Contoris

Men may be the lords of crention, bud
pome women beit wll créntion.

The BUYERBS'GUIDKE is
fssusd March and Sept.,
sach year. Ii is an sncy-
elopedis of useful infor.
mation for all who pure
ohsse the luzuries or the
necessitios of life. We

Can olothe you and furnish you with
all ths mnegessary and unnecemary
sypliances to ride, walk, danoce, sleep,
eat, fish, hunt, work, go to church,
or stay st home, and in various sises,
styles and quantities. Just figure oul
what Is required to do all these things
COMFORTABLY, and you can make & fair
sstimate of the value of the BUYERS'
GUIDE, which will be sent upon
receipt of 10 cents o pay postage,

ONTGOMERY WARD & CO,

-114 Michigan Avenus, Chicago, IlL
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The tropica! Iruit dealers organized a

dotied so thickly with thrifty cities, towna

Ing there in the beat Held for this greatest

Lou (Camys, lacking ele-
gnnee, were vetcomfortable
homes, Heslth and bappi-
ness reere found in thems
The best of the sample rem-
eilies 1sed are given to the
world in Warser's Leog

e ¥ (sbiu Remedies made by
Warner of Safe Cure fume. Hegulsle
the regulator with Warner's Log Celbia
Sarssparills. 00

The treal fruit crop of Califorsia this
season has an cotimate 1 valueo! §10,000,-
o0u

Menepely Broke Up
Western Improved Binger Bewing Mo
chines just out of the Factory for §16. H
will pay every lady in this country to write
for large lliustrated Circulars to the Mase-
facturers, M. K Scullia & Co., 779 West
Lake 8t., Chicugo, 1L

Bt. Louis is tn have a new railroad dopet
to coat §500,000.

17 s@icted with Bore Exes, vss Dr. Issas
son's Eye Water. Druggiste sell It Be

Mme. Patti-Nicolin in said to be writing
her autobiograpby.

W. L. Douglas, the best knows shoe
manulascturer in the world, was born at
Plymouth, Mass, August 22, 1845. When
he wan aeven years old he was bound out
to learn the shormaking trade, His early
lite wias n hard nne, but he did not com-
plain. He had ap ambition to be master
of his trude. He worked hard wnd learned
all be could. Huving suved a little money
by burd work at the beneh he begun to
manulncture shoes nt Brockton, Mass.,
July 8, 1876, His knowledge of the busi-
ness gave iim n grest advantage over his
competitors. He worked hurd und saved
him money, His business began to increase
and in Muy, 1853, his advertisoment first
appearsd in the papers. wdvertising W. L
Dougins' §3 whioe.  Hp has sinee added sev-
ernl other kinds, which be describes in his
advertisement that appesrs in this paper
from time to time. It isa fuct known by
those who wear bin shoes that he gryes
more value for the money than any other
phoe manulactorer in this country. Ww. L
Douglas’ Inetory is 426 feet long, 30 feet
wide, and 3 storiea high. He empioys 300
workinen with n pay roll of $4,000 per
week, Iia snles are 1,800 pairs per day.
His business is incrensing very rapidly sad
will rench over $1,000,000 this yenr. He
pays the hLighest wages prid io the city,
und in highly regurded by those who work
for him. If you urein want of u pair of
ahoea it will pay you to go to your dealer
wnd examioe u pair belore you buy suy
other mnake. There is one thing certain,
you will find his shoes the beat value for
the price, and free from shodidy. WA_L.
Douglas built up bis reputation by making
honest shioes,

Toooo

i R
Cutechinmes ara said to have been com-
piled in the eighth or ninth century.
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THE CHAULES A. VOCELER CO.. Baltimars, Md.

_Diamond Vera=Cura

FOR DYSPEPSIA.
0% FOR IMDIGEATION AND ALR
A N”:!.‘:antiﬁ'lrnh:n Arising Therefrom.
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I was aurprieed
after using Ely
Cream Balm tw
months to tind th
right nonteil, whicl
wus closed Tor 20
years WKs  opol
and free as tlo
other. [ fen] very EBLERS
thanklul.—H:
Cressengham,
275-18th 8t.,
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CONSUMPTION,
LIVER COMPLAINT
am DYSPEPSIA

which will be mailed FREE te alv
who want it If you are, or know
of any ons who is, afflicted with, oo
lishble to sny of thess diseases, sends
name and sddress (plainly writien)te
Dr.J. . (OEENCK & BON, .
(Name this psper) Fhiladelphis, Pa
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ITS enlargel. AGESTS ONLY. We furn,
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wolili be. Send at

wbi i
Chicagu. 11
e . on A MONTH ran bs
15-22 ‘0 325 — poade working for us,
gents preferred who can furnish a horse aod give
Spare momenis

W for full Desceiptive
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their whole 11me 1o (e hnainess, B
may be profitably employra wipa. A few \'l.“!II! 8
In towns and citlen. . F. JOUNSON & Co, 108
kln Strest Jtenmond, Va
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Hing Bone, bBplints, Curbs, Srains, Hlmn?_
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Al;sgﬁéﬁ_wnw:nhrmm—
Intgest and  best known
Wurseries in the West. Permanent positiana; geod
piy. Ouils fres, BTanx Numsesies, Loulsiasa,

. §1 an hour_ % new articles
Loﬁgé.’,ﬂﬂ'f'm" ||1- frea. U E Marshall, Losk-
port, N. Y.

u'llllililuﬂ“il-'l-lthﬂt
 awything siss i the warid. Fliher sex. Contly vu
1S ;—:un. Addreea, Tuvs & Uu..&qu-.'h-hs

CANCER Bt bt S oo

Bonk sm treatment sen fres Addrem
W. N. U,, Omaha,

ash
Emows uad seil r than othem dos
mmnm evods CLARK & WIAR OO

B9 Elver Breat, (hivuge, [llineds

The Celebrated Red Oak Cart,

No borss metlon. Rreskings
specinity, Price SZLUG smee
Bamd fur Cuts, -
CHAS. F. MILLIGAN,
~desder In all kinds of—
Carrlages and Harness.
1%2th and Harmey streets, Omakhn, Nelbe

INAURE IX H

THE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANE
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TO MAKE

A DELICIOUS BISCUIT

v ASK YOUR GROCER FOR
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