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CHAPTER XXVII |

THE FIRST LAST, AND THE LAST FIRAMT

The carriage had travelled rapidly to saint |
Dizier House. During all the way, Rodin re
mained mute, contenting himself with observing
Father d"Aigrigny, and listening to him, s he
poured forth his grief aud fury in a long mono
louge, interrupted by exclamations, lamenations,
the

and bursts of rage, directed against strokes |

of that inexorpble destiny, which lind riined in |
When the

carriage entered the eourt-yard, and stopped be- |

a wmwoment the best founded lu-|n't~.

fore the portico, the princess's fuce could be seen
through one of the windows, half hidden by the
folds of a eurtain; in hier burning anxiety, she |
came Lo see if it was really Fathor d"Aigrigny |
who arrived at the house, Still more, in detianee |
of all ordinary rules, this great lady, generally so |
serupulous as to appearsuces, hurried from her|
upartment, and descended several steps of the
Fathe

a dejected air

stadresase, Lo meet d"Adgrigny, who was
up At sight of the

Livid and agitated countenunee of the

coming with
roverend
suddenly, and prew

A look

I‘H}\I-”_\ t\-'||rl.'||_-_:u-i n.l']l h|-1 u'.nl ] Wil ‘IvH ]'tt'l' Py

father, the Princess "l"l'[""i

pale.  Bhe suspected that all was lost

doubt of the issne she so much feared Rodin
Ii'llllllll_\ I‘u“u\\l‘ni ”tr' !--'\l'|¢'|||l |';||l1|-|‘ :H}'l !u.uﬂ\_
}!I'l'l"'ill"[ Ly the princess, entered the room WY

door once closed, the princess, addressing Father
d'Algrigny, exclaimed with unspeakable anguish
“What has happened?’ "

Instead of answering this question, the reverend
futher, his eyos ,~|l;l|'klillg with rage, his ]l|\>
white, his fentures contraeted, looked fixedly at
the princess, and said to her: *Do you know
the anount of this inheritance, that we estimated
| fur?_\' milhons? "

“1 understand,”  eried the princess; " we

have been deceived, The inheritance amounts to

nothing, and all you have done has been in
vain. '

“Yes, il has indeed been in vain,” answered
the reverend father, grinding his teoth with rage:
“it was no fquestion of forty milhions, but of two
huandred and twelve mithons.”

“Two hundred and twelve millions!
the

.slvp

!"'i"'ltll‘li

princess o armdzement, as she drew back «
Yt as impossihle!
“1tell you I saw the vouchers, which were ex
amined by the notary,” |
“Two hundred and twelve millions? " resumed
the princess, with deep dejection. It is an im-I

mense and sovereipgn power—and you have re-

nounced—you have not struggled for it, by every
possible means, and till the lust moment? " J

“Madame, 1 have doue all that T could!—not
withstanding the treachery of Gabriel, who tlnis!
very morning declared that he renounced us, and
separated from the Society,”

“ Ungratefal!” said the princess, unaffectedly. |

“The deed of gift, which I had the precaution
to have prepared by the notary, was in such
good, legal form, that in spite of the objections
of that accursed soldier and his son, the notary
had put me in possession of the treasure.”

“Two hundred and twelve millions'"
the princess, clasping her hands,
like a dream!”

“Yes"
“for us, this possession is indeed & dream, for a
codicil has been discovered, which puts off for
three months

|‘|-i-v:|la'tl
e \'1‘I'i]_\‘. itis

replied Father d’Aigrigny, bitterly, !

and a half all the testamentary

provisions. Now that our very precautions have
roused the suspicion of all these heirs—now that
they know the enormous amount at stake—they
will be upon their guard; and all is lost.” ‘
“But who is the wretch that produced this|
codieil? "
“A woman."——* What woman?"
“Some wandering creature, that Gabriel Says |
he met in America, where she saved his life.”
“And how could this woman be there—how |
could she kuow the existence of this codicil?” |

“I think it was all arranged with & miscrable
Jew, the guardian of the house, whose family has
had charge of the funds for three generations: he
had no doubt some secret instruetions, in case he |
suspected the detention of any of the heirs,

Compauy would keep their eyes upon his race.”

“But can you not dispute the validity of this|
codieil 77 |

“What, go to law in these ti mes—litigate about
8 will—incur the certainty of 4 thousand clamors,
with no security for success?—It is Lad enotigh,
that even this should zel wind, ‘
ble. So near the goal! after so much care and
trouble.  An affair that had been followed up
with g0 much perseverance during a century and
# hall! -

Alas! it 18 terri-

b | T\\'u |lll!il.ll't‘lf and twelve millions | " said the

‘vlcarl_\' entitled to this property, fraudulently

land for ever, and think no more about it."”

: . for|continue to write," said Father d’Aigrigny to
this Marius de Rennepont had forseen that our Rodin, .

princess. “The Order would have had no ln'rlll
t ) look for establishme its in foreign countries
with sach resources, it would have been able to
impose itsell upon France."”

“Yes,” resumed Father d'Aigrigny, with bitter-
"|-) means of education, we might have
The

Then, stamp-
I tell you, that

it is enough to drive one wad with rage! an affai

ness,
]..-_-n.p,--.q-:] ourselves of the rising generation
power 1s :\hugl'”u-r incauleulable”

ing with his foot, he resumed

|80 wisely, ably, patiently conducted! ™

“ 15 there no ln--I-i' j dl
“Ounly that Gubriel may not revoke his dona
Tlmt

stitu—not

tion, 1n as far as concerns hiimsell, nlone

\\HHI\I l"' i "(llli‘-l'll‘iilllll' 1!"\" than

thirty
Yt s enormous—it is almost what yvou ]lnlwii, d

']

suid the princess; “then why despair?” | :"E

“ Beeause it is evident that Gabriel will dispute
this donution. However legal it may be, hie will
iind means to annul it, now that he is free, 1n-
formed as to our designs, and surrounded by his
adopted fumily. I tell you, that all is lost

is no hope left.

to write to Rome, to oltain permission o !mne-i ¥

Paris for a while. This town 1s adious to me "'J

“Oh, yes' | see that no hope is left—since you,
my friend, have decided almost to Hy.”
Father d’Aigrigny was completely discouruged

anid broken down ; this terrible blow had '1l'~ll'-‘l‘t'i

all life and energy within him, He threw hLim
self back o an arm-chair, quito overcome, LT
tng the preceding dialogue, Rodin was standing

!|IIII.!-]I\ near the door, with his old hat b lns|

hand.  Two or three Limes, ol certpin pussazes
in the conversation between Father d'Aigrign
thie the '

L1k
socins, whose wrath il|'|‘l‘il|"l| to be concentratid

and chdaverous face ol

pPrincess, |
. |
Wils :-‘“:,:illl_\ flushed, nnd his flabby t'_‘\t'hdr- Wi |t-i
tinged with red, as il the blood mounted in coi-
sequence of an interior struggle; but, nnmediate- |
Iy after, his dull countenance resumed its pallid
I
“1 must write instantly

this defeat,

|
to Rome. to :illll'lill""'1
which has

|
become an event of £l
st lmportaneds, because it overthrows imuiense
|

hopes,” said Father d’Algrigny, muecl depressed

'he reverend tather bhad romained sea ed
pointing to o table, he said to Rodin, with an
abrupt and hanghty air: “ Write '™

The socius placed his hat on the ground,

swoered with a respectful bow the command, aud
with stooping head and slanting walk, went to
send himself on a ehair, that stood belore a desk I
Then, taking pen and paper, he waited, silont and !
motionless, for the dictation of his SUperior

" quid Path-
The

latter answered by an impatient wave of the hand,

“With voun permission, princess?

er d'Agrigny to Madame de Saint-Dizier,

as if she reproached him for the formal demand
father
dictated these words in a hoarse and hollow voice:
“All defeated. The atfair of the Rennepont in-
lieritance, in spite of all the care and skill em-
ployed upon it, has completely and finally failed.
At the poiunt to which matters had been brought,
it is unfortunately worse than a failure; it is a
most disastrous event for the Society, which was

at sueh time.  The reverend bowed, and

withdrawn from & conliscation made in our favor.
My conscience at least bears witness, that, to the
last moment, I did all that was possible to defend
and secure our rights. But I repeat, we must

consider this important affair as lost absolutely

Thus dictating, Father d'Aigrigny’s back was
turned towards Rodin, At a sudden
made by the socius, in rising and throwing his
pen upon the table, instead of continuing to
write, the reverend father turned round, and,
looking at Rodin with profound ] astonishment
said to him:

movement

“ Well! what are vou doing ?”

“It is time to end this—the man is mad!" said

Rodin to himself, as he advanced slowly towards
the fire-place.
_ “What! you quit your place—you cease writ-
ing ?” said the reverend father, in amazement.
Then, addressing the princess, who shared in his
astonishment, he added, as he glanced contem ptu-
ously at the socius: *“He is losing his senses.”

“Forgive him,” replied Mme. de Saint-Dizier;
“it is, no doubt, the emotion caused by the ruin
of this affair.” '

“Thank the princess, return to your place, and

i a tone of disdainful compassion, as,
with imperious finger, he pointed to the table.
The socius, perfectly indifferent to this new
order, approached the fireplace, drew himself
up to his full height as he turned hisarched back,
planted himself firtaly on his legs, stamped on

the carpet with the heel of his clumsy, griasy
shoes, crossed his hands beneath the flaps of hi-l|
old, spotted coat, and, liftied his head, looked |
fixedly at Father d’Aigrigny. The socius had|

(TERM -1"'k~'h i \‘.'-.-I"i_. but his hideous ¢ ntenance,

now Hushed, suddenly revenled such a sense of

ns superiority, and such soveroign contempt for

millions." | B

|
Tere| B
I think it will even be pradent | #8
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BISHOFP J. U. MCNAMARR,

The Converted Priest, has brought through
Press His Now Book, entiticd

“Rev. Mother Rose.
A Bishop and . . .

Two Priests.” . . .
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Price in Paper Cover 25 cts.

W. A. SAUNDERS,
Attorney, Merchants National Bank.

HERIFF'S SALE.—By virtue of an order
of snle issued out of the district court
for Douglins county, Nebraska, and to wme di-
rected will, on the 12th duy of April, A
[h. 1808, at tén o'clock A. M, of sald day. at the
EAET tront door of the county court house,
In the city of Owmuhs, Douglus county, Ne-
braskn, seil uwt public suvetion to the highest
bidder for cash the property described Lo sald
order of sale as follows to-wit:

Lots fonur 4! in block 1M, and lot five 5) in

bloek 164 of the Origlonl Plat of the eit
of Omnhn, as surveyed, platted and record-
ed, wll situnted (o Douglns county, state of
| Nebraska

sald property to be sold W satisfy Wal-
ter B. Keeler, plaintiff hereln, the sums as
follows, to wit:

i) sticity of A On lot 4 in block 134, ahove described, the
h;‘r E'!‘-‘-*’:'W o on |, sum of $L597.00, together with nn attorney’s
- — = fe of B180.70;

Om lot 5 in block 164, above described the
| sum of 855.48, together with an attoroney's
| foe of BT M ; ;
| Which said smounts according to the Judg-

ment of the district court benr Interest at the
rate of téen per cent. per wooum from Se
teber 2Heh, 1806, and are first llen upon sl?&
property

To satisfy the further sum of three hun-

dred and nineteen and 12-100 @310.12) dollurs
costs herein, together with scerulng costs
wecording to & judgment rendered by the
| distriet court of sald Douglas county, at its
| September term. A, 1) 1808, In & oertuin ne-
| tion then wod there pending, whersln Walter
| E. Keeler I8 plulntiff and Phoebe Hebecen
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| An Essay by Chase Roys, throwing a

We have plenty of the March 4th is-| blnze of ligh A e
sue. We can fill your order. Your| PAze Of lig t on Amerlcan history—

friends should read the sworn tml_.'—hlil'-!- that the Jesgits were the ¢nuse
mony against the Roman Catholie of all the
House of the Good Shepherd at 8t | French massacres of 1hose

colonial wars

tymes und

Puul. Ten for 30 cents; fifty for §1.25; | many startling facte enora
100 for $2.00; 600 for $7.60; 1,000 for %nown

$10. Have you sent any of that pum-, |0 pamphlet form—FPrice 10 Cer
ber to your friends? You shounld! Address: CHASE ROYS
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THE NESTOR OF MAGAZINES
THE

North American Review

has been Inthevan of American thought
for more than three-guarters of a cen-
tury, ranking always with the best and
most Influential perlodical of the world.
l It s tne mouth-plece of the men who
U lopics on

|J-:n- w most ahout the gre
Amerleans require to be In-

which
month, its con-

formed from month to

telbutors ng the leaders of thought
and actlon lo every field.

Those who would take counsel of the
highest knowledge on the affalrs of the
time, &pd lesrn wl 15 W be suid re-
garding them by the recognized author-

ea on both sides, must therefore read
Fhie Nosth Amy e Hevw, the Nestor
of magezines;

“Toie magazine has for more Lhan
elghty years, within s well aefined

| Hnes, stood st thie head of moathly pub-
lications "' —Chicago flvcord

“The REVIEW may well be proud of
| Its elgrhty two years, for truly It may
be =ald of It that ‘age cannot wither
nor time stale Lvs infinite variety, * **
fortunste is one who can sit down snd
feast on the good things furnished by
the bestliterary catorers in the world.™

(frand Rawds Denoorat

“If sny one name 1o magazine litera-
ture stands for what isauthorative that
[ name isthe NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW
which for more than elghty years has
remained 4t the head of the monthly
| periodicals."— Boston Post.

“The REViEW is filled each month
with articles which should be read by
every true cltizan. " —Odd fellows Reviow,
St Paud,

“The REVIEW has don2 more for the
better class of readers than uny other
publication of this kind in the coun-
trey. ' —Clirstian Advocate, St Louis.

L -4

50 Cents a Numbor:ﬂs_!:.oo a Year.
NOW IS THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE.

THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW, N. T.

Mention The American when you writs

W. A. RBAUNDERS,
Altorney, Merchants National Bank.

HERIFF'S SBALE.—~By virtue of an order

of sule issued out of the Districy Court
| tor Douglas county, Nebraska, and to we dl-
| rocted, 1 will, on the ilst day of May. A
| T, 1805, at ten o'clock A, M. of sald day, kil the

EAST tromt door of the county court housg
[ in the city of Omahn, Douglng county. Ne-
birnski. sell at public auetion, W the highest
bidder for cush, the property described ln
snid order of sule as follows, to-wit:

The north one-half (N. ') of the northwest
qunrter of sectlon one (1), township Hfteea
ﬁ'u Kange twelve (12) east in Douglas county,
ne surveyed and recorded, all sltusted in
sald Douglns County, and stute of Nebraska

Said property to be sold to satisty Walter K,
Kesler, plaint{fts hereln, the sum of one hun-
dred nod thirty-seven and 75-100 (§147 15 col-
lars judgment. together with interest there-
on st the rate of ten (10) per cent per an-
num from September Z7th, 1897, together
with an attoroey's feo amounting Lo the sum
of thirteen und 75-100 §14 771 dollurs, which
snld amounts the court finds to be w first
vilid and existing llen upon sald reil estits,
above described.

To satisfy the further sum of thirty-four
nad 10-100 r;:!l.ltudoll.nn posts herein toge!t her
with accruing costs. according to a judg-
ment rendered by the district court of sald
Douglas county, st its September term, Bl
1897, In & certain action then wnd there pend-
ing, whereln Walter B, Keelor Is plalntiff and
Phoebe Kebecen Ellzaveth Elvina Linton
and Adolpbus Frederick Linton, her hus-
band. nre defendinnts,

Omunhu, Nebraska., Apall 29th, 1868

JOHN W, McDONALLD,
Bheril? of Douglus County, Nebraska,
W. A, Ssunders, ntiorney.
Keeler vs, Linton et al
Doc. 82; No. 231

4-39-5

W. A. SAUNDERS,
Attorney, Merchants Natlonal Bank,

INOTICE TO NON-RESIDENT DE-
| FENDANTS.

1Tu Archle T. Shaver, nop-resident defend-
not:
Y ou wre herehy notitied that on the 20t da
of April 1838 Kittle P, Shaver filed hoer peti-
| 1iom ko the District Court of Douglns County,
| Nebraska, the oblect and prayer of which are
| obiuln adlvores fron you on the ground that
,'r'u have wilfully abandoned and ¢eserted
L hor without good cause, for the term of two
yours Inst past. and have fatled to support
bor for more than three years,
| You art required to answer sald petivion
on or before the 6th duy of June, A. L. 1§

4 204 KITTIE P, SHAVER Plaint|ft
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AL QK LAHOMA, FT.SMITH
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