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THE AMERICAN.

THE NAVY4IS IN FIGHTING TRIM

Ships, Men and Money Uncle Sam’s

Strength.

Congress Authorizes Vast Ad-
ditions for New Battleships
—The Maine to Be Re-
placed—Marines Also Being
Inlisted Under Special Or-
ders—State of War Exists
AN Along Our South At-
lantic Coast — Movements

2 Of Our Warships,

‘ -—

The pavy department has now reason to
belleve that It has secured the two war-
whips, Amazonus and her sister ship, now
bullding In England for Brazil. It vas
Fiated &t the cabinet mesting by Secres
tary Long that the naval atlache at looe
dan, Lisutenant Colwell, had almost com=
rld the negotiations for the purchase.

far, however, thie final notification from
bim that his offer has been accepted hus
ot yet reached the navy department.

Authorizes Three New Bhips.

Three new battleships of the stanchest
type afloat were authorized by the house
eommittes on naval afalrs Saturday, end
& provision for their construction wus in-
serted In the naval approprintion bill, At
the same time, the commities agreed on
& maximum price of #00 per ton for ar-
mor plate for our vessels, Increased the
ferce of naval marines by 473 men and put
matters In fair shape for a declsion to-
morrow on the location of dry docks,
probably four in number, capable of ace
sommodating the largest sized war ves-
sals. The commitiee wae in session prac-
tioally all day and before the declsion on
the increase of ships was reached thera
was a long and iInteresting dJdiscussion,
Rapresentative Tate, while favoring an
increase, bLelleved two vessels wouldl be
ample, and that further esxpenditure be-
yond the point of necessity ahould be
avolded. Representative Loudenslager of
New Jersay protested that If the strength
of the navy was to be Increased at all
it should be to the extent of three new
vessels, bullt and armed to mout any ves-
wel afloat.

Hawley Wants One Crulser.

Representative Hawley of Texas moved
that a crulser be substituted for cne of
the battleahips, but subsequently with-
drew the motion. When the votes was tak-
on thers was but one Jdissenting volee, Mr,
Tate Insisted that two bLattleships would

-

n

ant of the marine corps. and to sach of
the bureau chiefs of ihe navy department ;

"Bir—Under the emergency appropria-
tlon of K000 00 mades Wednesday you
will Incur no expense or lability except
after written statements and estimate
made by you and approved by lhe presi-
dent and secretary, sl in writing A
speclal record must be kept of every such
requisition, If any such Nability or ex-
prnse has been lncurred by you by eral
direction make such written statement
and estimate and submit It at ence for
such approval.

“By arder of the president, ._‘" sie
“Very respectifully, "

“JOUN D. LONG, Sec'y.

Big ltem for Carnegle.
Licutenant Stone, representutive of the
Curnegle Steel Company, was &t the navy
department in conference with the offi-
clals respeciling the naval work in prog-
Iews,
The torpedo flotilla at Key West will

LBy

soon be re-enforced hy two fine Loaltn,
which bave Leen under repalrs. The
Winsiow sailed this morning from

Charleston for Key West and the Foole
from Norfelk for the mame.

The commandant of the Mare faland
navy yard reported that the cruiser Mo-
hican had sajled with her cargo of am-
munition, which she will tranship at Hon
olulu 10 the Baltimore for the Aslatic
squadron. The naval oMicers who are en-
deavoring te effect the purchass of ghips
sbroad have encountered un obstacle that
promises to give some trouble. This s
found in the Aifference Letween the call-
bers of the guns mounted on foreign bullt
ships and the 'nited States navy stand-
ards, Not only do these guns differ in call-
ber frem eur own in most cases, but as
they are almost all designed for the use of
smokeless powder thelr combustion cham-
bhers are too small to use the ordinary
brown powder with which the American
navy is still supplisd.

Must Buy Fowder Abroad.

This obstacle is serious, but not Insir-
mountable, It wili require the procure-
ment in Europe of a large quantity of am-
munition in special sizes for these ahips,
a8 it would require a good deal of time
for our domestlec ammunition makers to
change thelr plants and make the special
sizes, Commander William H, Emery has
volunteered to command the auxilary
crulser BL. Louls In the event of that ves-
gel's impressment inte the naval service,
and he will be ordered %o join her be.
fors her departure from New York next
Wednesday. In & capacity similar to that
which caused Commander Hrownson to
pall on the St P'aul. Commander Emery
has selected as his immediate staff Lisu-
tenant Nathan Sargent as sxecutive offi-
cer, at present recorder of the board of
Inapection and siurvey of the navy depart-
ment, and Lieutenant Frank F, Fletcher
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THE ORDER NOW OFTEN HEARD ON OUR WARSHIPS.
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“SPONGE AND LOAD"—A CHARGE OF THIS KIND WHEN PROPERLY

DIRECTED WILL BLOW UP ANY WARSHIP.

be sufficient to mect present needs. The
pow warships provided for will be of 1the
Boeat pattern. It will be two years,
Swoubtlass, before they can be placed In
sommission,

One Will Be Named the Malne.

Ons of them, the committee decided,
phould bear the name of the ill-fated
Maine. The appropriation for their con-
struction was not fixed, being referred to
the subcommittee on appropriations, which
will report to the full committes to-mor-
row. The cost, It la expected, will be
about 35,000,000 ¢ach, though for the fisoal
year covered in the bill the smount of ex-
penditure may not exceed $2,000,0000 each.
An important guesiion was ralsed as to
whether the expenditures for ths new
ships should be defrayed out of the 350,-
880,000 emergency bill, but this subject was
passed over,

The committes also agreed on A provis-
jon authoriging the secretary of the navy
fo purchase armor plate, by contract or
otherwise, at a cost of not exceeding 5460
par ton. This was agreed 1o, however,
only on the express proviss that this ilem
mclude the nicke! used in the armor, for
which a large outside percentage hereto-
fore has been pald by the government,
This limit of armor contract price has
been generally expected and, with the ex-
ception of the Insertion of the proviso
an to nlckel, met with little opposition in
the discussion.

Increase Number of Marines.

Ons of the most important features of
the work on the bill was An agresinent on
an appropriation of $135000 for outfitting,
rationing and uniforming 473 additional
marines. This Increase In the naval forca
was made the subject of & speclal and ur-
pent reguest sent to the housa after the
submission of the regular ricommenda-
thons. The question of establisnment of
new dry docks went over for actlon te-
morruw,. It was thoroughly discussed to-
day, and the outlook = that four new dry
docks would be wuthorized, two on the
Atlantie coast, one on the Pacifie coast
and another on the gulf. If tha present
expectations are materialized to-morrow
thess docks will be suthorized to be con-
structed at Bostc Muass , Alglers, New

@rleans, Mare island, Cal, and League
sland, Philadelphla.
Carries an Enormons Total.

With the amounts to Ye pald for dry
docks and for armor plate in the aggre-
gate not yel delermined that bl as It
stands carries in all something like $38.-

000,000, which, however, will be largely
augmented by the other Iems. Rapid
progress has been made with the bill,
and It is likely (lewill be in shape to re-

port to the house Monday or Tuesday.
Teils All to Pructice Economy.

Becretary Long has determined that
thers shall be no wasteful extravagance
I his department in the expenalture of
the funds so generously provided by eon-
88, and 12 this end he has addressed
following letter to the assistant sec-
‘Wary af the navy, the colonel command-

as navigator, now on duty atl the torpedo
station at Newport.

Mgy Arm Whalebacks,

Captain Alexander MoDougall of the
American Bteel Barge Company at Du-
luth has roecelved a telegram from Assist-
ant Secretary Roosevelt of the navy de-
partment, asking hisx opinlon as to the
feasibility of converting whaleback steam-
ers Into vessels of war,

The capiain rays, however, that there 15
not much probability of the government
taking any, as it would require some time
to get many of the larger type through
the Welland canal

Captain MeDougall says he has a plan
now whereby he thinks he can  attain
greater specd with the whaleback typo,
which might make thess vessels of use,
asids from defending a harbor. He sug-
gests a steel ram and two turrets as requl-
sile changes for war purposes,

Forelgn Warships Needed.

Speaking of the possibility of the United
Btates obtaining naval vessels abroad,
Jahn Platt of Thorpe. Platt & Co., of New
York, American representatives of John
1. Thornycraft & Co. of Chiswick, Eng-
land, one of the largest constructors of
torpedo boats and torpedo boat destroyers
In Great Britain, sald: *1 have just re-
turned from Washington and I was assur-
ed that this government desires now more
than any other cluss of vesszel a fleet of
torpedo boat destrovers, and, had It -been
congidered practical by the navy fAepart-
ment to have the hoatz built in England,
the Thornycraft company would have by

this time begun work on several vessels
of the Thornycraft tvps for use here Act-
Ing upon suggestions recelved In Waah-
Ington, however, | have consulted mem
bors of thres or four shipbullding concerns
in this country relative to the quick oon-
struction of veasels of the Thernyoraf]
type. 1 have been assured by them that,
with the detailled working plans of the
vessels In their possession and under an
ordinary commercial contrac!—that s, a
contract fres frem all unnecessary red
tape—they could collectively complete, by
working night and day, a flest of teh such
vessels within seiven mentha.  The Tepre-
sentative of ene firm assured me that It
could send outl the fNrst vessel within o's
monthe. 1 am authorized by cable by the

Thoernyeraft company lo sffer to dlapose
of complete plans eof the Thornycraft ves-
sel te this government at practically =
moment’'s notice, The vesssls are I Loe!

’
. THE Y PERANGA.

(One of the New Warships Blated for
Purchase by the United States.)
long and 236 tons displacement, mounting
four six-pounders and ene thirteen-peund-
er, and equal to thirty knots. They are
vonsidered ths moat successful trpe of
torpedo boat destroyers sver construoted,
Eugland has siready about sixty of them
and others bullding and Thornycraft & Co.
are constructing a number of them for
Germany and Japan. The plans of this
type of vessel can be oblained from the
Chigwick yards within three days, and 1
have every reason (o belleve that this

government will order them."

e A Magoetie Island. ‘ﬂ

A most phenowmenal Island |s that o
Bornhohn, in the Baltic, belonging to
the kingdom of Denmark. It iz fa-
mous for its geological peculiarities,
consisting as It does almost entirely of
magnetite, and (ts magnetic influence
I8 not only very well known to the
navigators of those waters, but also
miuch feared by them, on account of
Ity influence on the magnetic needles,
which make the steering of a ship
correctly a matter of much difficulty.
In fact, this influence is felt even at a
distance of miles, and so palpably
that, on the island being sighted by
mariners on the Baltic, they at once
discontinue steering thelr course by
the needle, and turn, instead, to the
well-known  lighthouses and other
holds to direct their craft. Between
Bornhohn and the mainland there is
also a bank of rock under water, which
Is very dangerous to navigation, and
becanse of its being constantly sub-

THE CRUISER PHILADELPHIA.
{Ordered to Joln the Bouth Atlantie

Squadron—The Swiftest Armored
Vessel in the World.)

merged, vessels have been  fre-
quently wrecked at that point. The
pecullar fact In this case is that
the magnetie (nfluence of this
ore bank iz so powerful that a

magnetic needla suspended freely In
a boat ovr the bank will point down,
and, {f not disturbed, will remain in &
perfectly perpendicular line,

WHAT MAY HAPPEN.

LOWERING A WOUNDED MAN TO THE SICK BAY ON A MAN-OF-WAR

Freatier Curreany,

A Western paper tells a story of
an epoch in the history of the Montana
mining camps when there was no mon-
*y or lawful currency of any kind in
the camps, nor any credit to base =
privite circulation on, bui when the
extremely high price of estables sug-
gested and at the same time supplied
the want of a clreulating medium. One
man who continues to live in that re-
glon tells of the time when he bought
4 box of matches with a watermelon,
and received as change two muskinel-
Ons.  Another pald for a palr of sus-
penders with turnips, and got a couple
of carrots back with his purchase. At
one time the first man accepted an in-
Vitatlon to visit a friend and go to a
party with him. After seeing his friend
go through the unusual preparation of
blacking bis boots and pulting on &
collar—for it was to be a very "high-
toned” affair—he was surprised to see
him go to a potato-bin and carefully
select a dozen miloo potatoes and put
them Into his pocket. No sooner had
the two men arrived at the hall where
the party was to take place than his
host handed over his potatoes for an
entrance tleket; and what was still
more surprising. the doorkeeper, after
the close of the party, gave him two
onions as “change,” to take home!

His Wardrobe Carefully Selectesd.

American and English swells have
long vied with each other ns to the
variely and number of their sults of
clotbes. We have never heard that
Parislan swells entered (nto the compe-
titton, Light la theown on the sub-
Ject through Le Figaro, A well-known
member of the Jockey club was sum-
moned as a witness In a4 case In court,
He was ordered to appear at 10 o'clock
in the morning. Ag he dld nol come,
an officer was semt to look him up.
The truth Is that the poor fellow had
no clothes in which he could appear
before the court. Hls entire wardrobe
consigted of sixteen sets of pajamas
and a dozen dress suits, It seems the
man never got up until 4 o'cloek In
the afternoon, retiring fourteen hours
later. He had no use for clothing be-
yond evening dress and the pajamas,

Knlght and Hotelkeeper.

The king of Wurtemberg may per-
haps be sald to be the only Knight of
the Garter who I8 a hotelkeeper as well
as a monarch, This bas long been a
tradition In his family, but not till
lately was it discovered by Lhe rulers
of the beautiful lttle German king-
dom how profitable innkeeping can be-
come. When Peler the Great was
traveling incognito through Burope he
refuged to stop anywhere bhut at an
inn. To circumvent this whim the
king of Wurtemberg put a tavern
sign outglde one of the royal valaces,
and, dressed as an Innkeeper, Limself
welcomed the ezar.  This royal per-
sonage's descendant now owns two
large hotels, from which he ls zald to
derive a4 revenue of $60,000 & yvear.—
Boston Transceript.

Proportion of Fplseopallans

Throughout the United States there
ls one communicant of the Eplscopal
ochurch for each 94 of the population,
The church population |s densest in the
diocese of Washington, where every
twenty-second person I8 a churchman;
it is sparsest in the jurisdiction of Ok-
lahoma, where each churchman s sur-
rounded by 674 persons Richmond
heads the list of cities of 60,000 popu-
lation and over with one churchman
for each 20 of its Inhabitants,  Alle-
gheny brings up the rear with one to
187. Of the great cities Philadelphla
has one to 27, New York one to 32,
Baltimore one to 33, Brooklyn one to
34, Buffalo one to 44, Boston one to 52,
Pittaburg one to 62, Chicago one to 86,
St. Louis one to ¥4

Fish Tabooed by Indians.

The Navajo, Apache and other In-
dian tribes of the far southwest will
not eat fish, nor have anything to do
with articles made in the shape of fish.
The “taboo’” with the Navajo extends
to all things connected with water. A
probable reason why no more chll-
dren of these tribes are sent east to
be educated Is a fear that they might
be required to overcome this cherished
“taboo’ superstition, which is az firm-
Iy rooted as any religlon,

The Bride's
May—What!

Perplexity.
Frowning omn your
wedding day? Fay—I'm In & quan-
dary. If1 go to the altar smiling peo-
ple will say I'm simply crazy to get
Charlle, and if 1 look solemn they'll
say I already regret the siep. What
shall T do?—Phlladelphin Record.

Too Bad
Leading Tragic Man—"Did you see
how I paralyzed the aundlence in the
death scene? By George, they were
crying all over the house!” Stage Man-
ager—"Yes, They knew vou weren't
really dead.”—Tit-Bits. !

Something Unnsual,

Biggs—1 wonder what's wrong with
Knox. Diggs—Nothing that [ know
of; why? Biggs—I told him 1 was guf-
fering from a terrible cold the other
day and he never suggested a remedy
for it.

Valuable Walnut Thiee,

Col. Tom Middleton of Shelbyville,
Ky., has sold a single walnut tree for
$600. It is of the birds-eye variety and
will be shipped to Germany to be used
in making furniture for royalty

Bhe Nover Tried It
Mr. Wabash—Are you fond of repar-
tes, Miss Olive? Miss Olive (of BL
Louls)—1 don't belleve 1 sver drank
any of it. We always use "Oolong "

ABSOLUTELY GUARANTERD {7 e f ot cuscarts s the

aripe. bl rause
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Is Marriage
a Failure?

A NO!’G' M.D. This is one of the latest publica-
tions, being somewhat of a romantie order, and is enter-
taining from beginning to end. For sale by booksellers
generally.

Cloth, $1.00. Paper, 50c¢.

If your bookseller does net have it in stock have him
order it for you, or send price to the publisher's agent,
the

CUT PRICE BOOK STORE,

1615 Howard Street, - =
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HAVE YOU READ—

It Ghrist Came
To Congress

BY . W. HOWARD,

The Most Sensationa (Book Ever Written!

-

£ IT ECLIPSES ALL OTHER EROTIC EFFORTS.

The wickedness of the Ospital Clty expried and Its disorderly’ houses
mapped out, Has boen read by Prasldent Clevolan] and his Cablinet,wand by
Senators, Congressmen and thelr familles, [t Is the boldest exposurs of vice
and corruption in high places ever written. Rosad It and learn about yowe
high officials, your Senators and Congressman and their mistresses, and the
desecration of our National Capital. STARTLING DI SCLOSURES mads
gnown for the first time! Road snd learn. Over 15,000 coples sold in Wash-
Ington in three weeks. The best seller cut. Now In its third edition

PRICE 50 GEBNTS.
64 Pazas, Ilustrated. Sent Postage Prepaid on Receipt of Prics.

AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO.

AN UDP-TO-DATE, . . . .
ABSOLUTELY CORRECT,
BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED

Atlas of the World

Especially prepared to meet the wants 0f Farmers, Mer-
chants, Mechanies, Clerks, Students, Women, and all whe
desire a complete work at the minimum cost.

Nearly 70 Comprehensive Maps,

140 New and Superb Illustrations.

A Whole Library of Itself, of vital and absorb-
ing interest to every member of the household.

Population of each State and Territory, of al
Counties of the United States, and of American
Cities with over 5,000 Inhabitants.

T CONTAINS much special information regarding any Natlon, Province

State, City, Town or Viliage desired. The knowledge is rarely obtainable

from a school geography, which necessarlly has only & few general faols aod
the location of important cities.

Rallroad maps are netoriously Incorrect and misleading, hence the puazied
iruth-seeker, where large librarics are inscoessible, le without relief unless he
(s the happy owner of a knowledge-satislying, plessure-giving People’s Atkas.

All Countries on the face of the earth are shown

Rivers and Lakes are accurately located.

All the large Cities of the World, the important Towns and most of the
Villages of the United States are given on the Mag.

It gives a classified List of all Nations, with Forms of Government, Geo-
graphlcal Locstlon, Size snd Population.

This beautiful Atias 1s bound o heavy paper cover, and will be sent o
any address upon recelpt of - - - - = - - - - - - 50 uE.Ts‘

AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO



