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THE AMEHICAN

OUR PUBLIC SOHOOLS.

Every Sohool Must be a Nursery of|

Amerioan Citizonship

The American Language Must be Taunght
Everywhere  and the  American
Spirit Must Rale Them Eviry-

where,
romarkable lecture,
which we from The
Bulletin, was delivered by Charles R
Skinver, st Chautauqua, Joly 12, 1944
It is worthy of a careful perusal by
overy American
the weltare of our public school system

We meet In this plage, devoled o
law, hallowed to learning, conseornled
to religion, contronted by the mightiest
problems of our age. The fssfsslna-
tion of the prosident of the Fronoh re-
publio; thousands upon thousands of
§dle and discontentod men in America,
with po sympathy for American insti-
tutions, rendy 1o dostroy property, en
dangur Hfe, defy muthority, obstruct
commerce, mock at prosperity, Lrample
upon law and overthrow the govern-
ment—have these no meaning to us?

We cannol us citlzons, as patriols, us
christlans, overlook the Imperative
questions of today, We cannot rofuse
to be concerned for the welfare of the
republie. We cannol pegiect o coun
sel logethoer for the common good, We
cannot cewse to pray God to glve us
peace in our time, and merelful to save
the state,

The need of the education of the
musses in our publicschools, the offorts
made to supply that nesd, the obstacles
met, the encouragemoents  recelved,
prove the fitness of the topic for the
land and the hour in which we live,
There I8 a growlng conformity in all
educational Interests

Whatever good thing s brought w
light by the activity and genius of edu-
eators in one place, has vialue ln evory
other.

All education is for the future—the
present s the opportunity, the work-
ghop, and Inspiration must come alike
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howe— s 0 make the children feal that
their country Is worthy the best thelr
hands can do, thelr bralns devise, thelr

hearts doslre I'ils does not imply
parrowncss, nor sellishness, not bigotry.
1t ell'l:pi_\ declnres that America Is for
Amerieans. 1t assorts unequivocally
the Munroe doctrine us applled o the
eduoation of our children and youth, It
sets wloft the trath that this country
has & mission o theworld that it needs
mon aod womoen tealned sfter the Amer-
fean model, honest, falthful ,courageous,
pure, high-minded, christian,
soorning, and rejocting dishonesty,
troachory, cowardice, demagogism,
hypoorlsy, lmpurity, mean-
ness, infldelity, as unworthy a man or
woman, boy or girl, whoe belongs to the
land in which wo live.

Our publie schiools can never become
what thoy ought to be untll this doml-
pant Amerlean spirlt rules them every-
where; languages,
toms, snd obligntions, our duties o our
own country, and to the
made paramount In every school In the
Innd.
I the
ernmoent of the people, by the people,
and for the |i-'|l|11r. shall not ]!l'r'i..-!li
from the earth, It will be because our
publle schools shall become the pur-
serles of our highest nand purest nn-
tional life: because they shall conserve
the best interests of I.]h republie, not
only for those whose homes are now and
here, but for she unnumbered millions
English-spenklng people whose
to awaken the mind of the

noble,

baseness,

until our laws, ous-

world, are

experiment here tried of gov

homes are

A friend, nearing the English const [ ¢hild.

by stewmer ln the night, could see the
danger signals, the dazzling brilllancy
of the llighthouses, the warning lights
of reef and shoal, till the whole seemed
& very galaxy of llumination,
stood transfixed drinking in the view.
He montioned to the captain the besuty
and wonder of the seene. The captaln
seeing another reason for the lights
thar mere beauty sald: *‘Doyou realize
that each one of those lights marks the
spot where many & soul has gone down
to death through lgnorance of the dan-
gors there? Those lights are o warn
me not 1o make the same mistakes, und
in my obedience o these warnings lles
your safety.”

J& it strange, then, that the wrecks
of the centurles should become the
most potent teachers? The skilful
teacher, llke the skilful mariner, knows,
or should kuow what shoals to avold,
what reefs to shun, and by what rovks
t steer. The educational whirlpools
of the centuries ure inid down on the
teacher's sailing chart, the sigoal fives
hang out, the flash lights are adjusted,
the billowy shallows and rugged shores
and treacherous sand bars are traced
and outlined.

It must never be forgotten that
foundutions are now being lald on
which the structure of our homes and
government, our social und national
life, must be veared for the future. A
broad, noble, generous, high-minded
spirit must animate the workers of to-
day, or they can vever bulld worthily
for the present, or for the centurles to
come.

The “manifest destiny,” as Mr. Fiske
terms (4, of our language 1o become the
mother Yanguage of the world, empha-
sizes the first great need of our public
schools, that they may be wade thor
oughly and altogether American, What
is noeded north, south, east and west (s
the impress of American natlonality
upon our publie schools. We are the
American people. We live in Amerlea
Our customs, hablts, manner of life,
principles, politics, ethics, mora's, are
or ought to be Amerloan. That does
not mean a lowering of the standard.
Far from it. 'What our public schools
are 1o be, what they are to teach, what
foree they shall exert upon our own and
other people, depends upon the spirit
infused into them.

What other than the American spirit
can it be? It will never do to make
them Puritan or Virginian, Texan or
QCalifornian, in their tendency and alm.
Our national flag floats over all our
people. That flag is the amblem of our
national supremacy. Our great com-
monwealth reaches from ocean to
«ocean, from the glaciers of Alaska to
the palms of Florida, embracing forty-
five sovereign status. Those coming
here from England, France, Germany,
Ruseis, Italy, Africa and Asia, W0 bea
part of this republic, must be Ameri-
can. They must be for us and with us
as well a8 of us. They cease to owe al-
legiance to foreign powers, and take
on the privileges, obligations, dutles
sod responsibilities of Amerlcan citi-
spens. Unless this s done the country
is & conglomeration of accldental ele-

The true Amerlean spleit can never
be properly cultivated in our publle
schools until the truth of toe broaden-
ing and deepening the foundations of

He | our educational system be thoroughly

belleved and unhesitatingly carrled in-
w practiosl efleot,

As Amorleans, us cltlzons, as patriots,
no duty Is more [mperative upon us
than to provide the great mass of
pupils throughout the United States
with earnest, competent, patriotic
teachers, who shall infuse by precepl
and example 4 high, pure, and noble
American spirit upon all entrusted 1o
their teaching and influeace.

Another great need ol our publie
schools 1s a right educational spirit;
that Inspiring love born in men and
women to help others by lmparting
knowledge, Dr. Harrls delines educa-
tion s “‘the elevation of the indlvidual
into the life of the species.” Every
true teacher’s work, therefore, s up-
lifting. It ralses, or ought to raise the
teacher upon & higher plane, It ralses,
or seeks to raise the pupil upon the
plane the wacher occupies. It 15 noed-
less w0 #ay that no one can do this who
does not love teaching, does not love
the work of giving instruction to others,
It is the same as the teacher giving
himself or hersell for the sake of the
pupil. The maxim is accepted that “'a
poet is born, not made." There must
be the poetle spirit, This is true to
some extent of twachers. There must
ba the teaching spirit. Certalinly, o0
far as this loveof teacking s concerned,
it Is bornin the true teacher, It grows
with the years, Iiisdeveloped by the
teacher's own training for the work. It
ie strengthened by exercise in trying
to tedch. It comes to Its {ull frultion
when men and women reslizing the no
bility of their eailing, give themselves
to the grand aim of lifting up others
and helping them to manhood and wo-
manhood.

Those tenching spirit
lucking can best serve the teaching pro-
fession by leaving it  Ability 1o puss
certaln  examinstions before school
aunthorities [s one thing—abllity to lm-
part knowledge to others ls far differ-
ent. A person may be learned, may be
able to prove his learning by undoubted
avidence: but the teacher's duty is Grst
1 impart knowledge 1o others; second,
to train others to think and to acquire
knowledge for Lthemselves. So it is
often seen that men and women of great
learning and unquestioned alents do
not succeed as teachers simply because
they do not know either how o tell
what they have learned in the right
way or how to help others to think for
themselves and get what they need [rom
study and books, It is no imputation

who find the

teach.

slon.

ments without symmetry, without

upon any man’'s or woman's worth or
learning to say they have no ability to
IV 15 a reflection upon thelr
honesty, il, knowing their inability to
teach, they still continue in the profes-

It is not the province of this address
to point out how this essential qualifi-
callon of & teacher may be secured. 11
{8 slmply to emphasize the fuct that our
public schools have certain great noeds,
that one of these Is the educational

wpiriy, and that a prime factor lo the |
edocational spirit demanded today Is
the abillty 1w toach: 1o help puplls find
the best there is In them; %W help lift

them up o higher and nobler lives; to

most possible for others
Pestalozz! st Stans [ Ed

| Edn. vil. 677

centuries what love for puplls means.

Cye. 9th r\l
shows toeachaers for all the

| A sumber of children were left without

| parents, home, food or shelter.  Pesta-
lozzl gathered them all together and
sought to recialm them. He says:

‘| was from morping till evening ai-
in thelr midst.
for thelr body or soul

Evory as

most alone Everything

which was done
procesded from my hand
sistunce, help in

every teachlog which they

time of need,
rece ] ved
came lmmediately from me. My hsnd
lay in thelr hand, my eye rested on
thelir eye, my tears flowed with theirs,
and my laughter accompanied theirs
They were out of the world, they were
out of Stanz., They were with me and
I was with them. Thelr soup was mine
—their drink was mine. | bad pothing,
| had no housekeeping, no friend, no
servants around me, [ had them alone.

Were they well, | stood in thelr midst;
were they 1, I was ut thelr gide. 1
was the Inst who went to bad at night,
the first who in the morning,
Even In bed I prayed snd taught with
them until they were asleep. They
wished it o be so,"

When those who are teachers of our
children and youth can lay claim to &
tithe of .this self-sacrificing love for
puplls whicn Pestalozzl showed [or
those poor waifs at Stunz, the millen-
plum will have come for our publle
Ivis through such love thut
the characters of our herovs and mar-
tyrs are mouldea with llkeness of the
Great Teacher “who went about doing
good," and gave his life for the world
to tench men and women how God loves
A love llke Pestulozzl's takes
no account of beauty or goodness, riches
or rank. It lays hold of the poorest,
the lowest, the worst, as most neediog
sympathy and help, and olings to them
till it can do no more. It gives Infinlte
putience, gentleness and goodoess to
the teacher, and makes volee, look and
touch tell always and everywhere of
the tenuer affection ruling the life.

overy

rose

schools.

them,

Blessed the teachers possessing such
u love—thrico blessed the pupils who
lve in its atmosphere. Long years of
roughest toll In the world can never
efface such 4 tescher from memory,any
wore than & mother's love can be blot-
ted from the heart of the son she cher

ished. A love like that sees possibili-
tles of good in the most unpromising

puplls; makes putient walting for lt=
development'the greatest privilege, its
realization the highest reward Th*k
Guod today for the teachers, llving sfd
dena, who have taught us that such
love for vuplls 1s no empty deeam, no
“bascless fabric of a vislon,” but one of
the sweetest and most blessed realties
to cheor and ennoble. the lves of men
and women on earth. to unconsciously
draw them upward to communion with
Him who calls Himself our Father in
Heaven, and of whom It Is written
“God I8 love.”

Raise the standard of those who
tesch and you must certainly liftup
the ideals of those taught. Improve
the quality of the teachers if you want
finer pupils. Demand loftier tenching
if you hope for higher learning. The
fact that this call comes from every di-
rection  shows a common necessity,
What the country wants, what the
15,000,000 children in our public schools
need, isa corps of professionally trained
tenchers, competent, satisfled and
happy. able to cause others to know,
fiitted to cause others to learn. Tench
Ing s a high and noble profession. It
demands much of those embracing it.
[t wields immense power over its sub-
jucts, It can never, therefore, be out-
side a citizen’s duty, foreign to a pa-
triot's heart, or allen to & christian’s
obligations, to ask how the teachers of
our publiec schools can be o trained as
best to meet the responsibiiities resting
upon them.

}"1-1\.

Says Oscar Chrisman (Forum

1804:)

.|days of toll have ceased,

steamer o her city durk bas had many
yoars of hard practice beflore, .ul.g

miles beyond Sandy Hook, the captaln
resigns the ship tw his orders
and property are Wwo precious o be
hands of
pru"lad pilot.  Yet how constantly
are our publle schools committed to Lhe
care of tenchers who spend their first
months and yours In & serles of experi-

ments on the hearts and lives of our

ohildren before they can be sald to have |

uny practical knowledge of eaching

| Who can téll how many a life has been |

spolled as a result of these experiments
in the
that those
nead of our publle sohools cry o

school room? It s no wonder

most conversant with this

necord ‘Cive us
triined teschers, with a basls of broad
scholarship: men and
themselves have been thoroughly dis

o

women who

ciplined in the divine art of teaching |

and know how to Inspire others to
learn.” "'

Inseparably connected with love of
study, knowledge of child-nature, and
pesctical methods of teaching, there
must be in the complete equipment of
the teacher's professional spirit that
essontial qualification most aptly called
culture., Culture Is that Instinctive
feeling ol refinement and delloscy
which leads every true teacher to treat
each child courteously, kindiy, In a
genuine manly and womanly way. This
Is made up of two parts, morals and
manners. It ought not to be necessary
to sny that school commissioners, school
superintendents, school teachers, school
officers, generally, should always be
men and women of exceptional morals,
They may
churches, but it should be domunded
that they be persons of unimpeachable
morality, honesty and uprightoess of
Ile. What tesachers lmpresses
pupils al ways as truly as what teachers
say and do. Children are intuitive
resders of character,
to put 4 bad man ora bud woman in
churge of a school without imparting
to [ts pupils life-long impressions of
evil.

Professors and teachers arc some-
tmes gullty of lack of good manners in
their school rooms toward thelr puplls,
who would be heartily ashamed if
oharged with the same offense ins3-
ciety. Soclety suffers far more from
lack of good manners In the school
room than in the drawing room, The
long hours passed in contact with
teachers by pupils in the earliest and
most impressible years fill their mem
orles with the manners, good, bad or
indifferent, which subscquent tralning
finds It dificult or impossible wholly to
eruse; the fine courtesy, gentle learn-
ing, kindly look, volee and manner of
teachers are never lost on the tender
wblets of a ehlld’s consclousness, asthe
coarse, heedless, careless waysof others
are reproduced long years afterwards
in pupils who aré the unfortunate sub-
jeots of such influences.

The p'ace in which the
works may beobscure, the labor severe,
the gains in money or in fame meagre,
but no tencher who faithfully fills an
appointed sphere will fall at last to see
certaln evidence of his work In the
lives of good men and women whose
characters he hds moulded—will fail to
feel the satisfaction which comes of &
duty conscientiously done—will fall to
hear the volce of Him who was the
Teacher sent from God, saying in tones
of infinite love and tenderness, “Well
done, good and faithful servant.”

The profession of a true teacher can
never be an easy one, It demands much
labor to properly prepare for it. It in-
sists upon hard work every day itis
followed. It provides no pension when
and smooths
no path down to the last resting place
with promise of support from others
It gives no certainty that place and
wages shall be recelved, and leaves the
spectre of inactivity and want ever
standing at the door.

Such a profession as the teachers'
should not only
eration, it should also be socured In
mere tenure of position. It is bad
enough that political wire-pulling, cau-
ecnses of school bourds, direct gifts of

not be communleants of

arg,

it is Ifl];'ll:\:"jil!ﬂ‘

teacher

have adequate remun-

“The life, the growth, the ideas, the
quired into and swudied. The child is |
the moet important object upon earth |
for our consideration. His health, his
nurture, his development, are far more
worthy our réegard than anything else,
Yot less iz known about the child, and
uitention given to his care than any-
thing else., I'aidology must take up
this very necessary work. Perhaps the
greatest application of this knowledge
of the child will be in the school room,
becsuse the school room is the work-
shop, the business house, the office of
the child, and hence more muy be done
for him there than anywhere else.

“Independent of this special study of
the child-nature there ought to be in
the true teacher the earnest, constant
endesvor to help the child to know the
subjects taught; to train him not merely
to learn lessons assigned, but to teach
him to think: 10 help Lhe child make
what he learns his own.

“In these two respects—the love of
study for the sake of knowledge; the
study of the child to learn how to teach
& child—a vast improvement can be
made by the 220,000 leachers lu our
primary, grammar, and high schools In
the United Statos.

A plloy entrusted o bring an ocean

very being of the child should be in-:plf‘m” at first.

money or infuential friends secure
It Iz far worse when
competent  teachers dismissed
through such means to make room for
those unfitted to do the work required.
It has been well said: ‘*“The public
would ory out against the danger of
having an ocean steamship line oficered
by untried men, but greater danger far
to the republic lies in having untried
teschers folsted uvpon our schools by
political capalling and chicanery.”
When in our country, {aithful, honest,
thoroughly trained teachers sball be
adequately pald, and their positions
made secure against political intrigue
and personal favoritism of school of-
ficersand boards of education,a brighwr
day will dawn upon our public schools,

are

Pupils will learn far more from
teachers they respect and love, and in
whom they cherish confidence alter
vears of work together, than they pos-
sibly can from those who sty onlya
little time with them; and are dis-
placed to make room for others, who
are removed as quickly. Parents con-
fide far more in teachers whose term of
sarvice |s extended, whom they have
testad in various ways: asd toschers
find this confidence between parents
and themselves of great assistance In

the management and teaching of the

an un- |

it with
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