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CHAPTER X.

THE SUFPEERINGS OF CLARIRSE,
one long night
Interrupted on'y by the of the
door when Mother Upsula 1o
bring our food. But though | was not
shle o distinguish bwtweon day and
night, 1 could soo all thut poor Agues
did, always occupled with carlog for
me with trembling
which she employed all the arguments,
as she belloved, I also
saw her pale face,
sufforing, und her look so sweet which
would never see the light of the sun
again! Ah! how my heart bocame at-
tached to hor! I gave her my entire
confidence; I even wont so far as o
avow the possesslon of a Hible: and
whon | was sufficiently recovered, |
took upon myself the task of showing
hor the truths of the preclous volume,
which I read to her for hours sl time,
With what joy we drank together ut
the source of lving waters! 1 dld not
know then how shorta time the poor
worman had to Hve, but | wis possessed
10 tell her all that | bad fo my heurt,
And how promptly God my
offorts! Poor Agnes had never before
soen a Bible. Not one drop of the pure
water of heaven had moistoned hor
lps. But though she was so Ignorant,
her soul was like a fortile garden,
ready to recoive all the seed, and from
which the Word would brivg forth an
bundred-fold,

Y11 18 true that, carrled away by foar,
she had done somn yesrs proviously
all that her spiritunl tyrants hid
wished; but this poor crenture wis
none the less an example of the power
of grace, who had been regenernted and
sanctified, even hofore my feeblo in-
structions had come to her.  In & short
time she became able to reject again
all the false dectrines with which
Father Joschim had imbued her, and
to fix her hope upon Jesus, and upon
Jesus alone. She saw that her salva-
tlon was accomplished, and that hell
had no longer any dominion over her.
The peace of God penetrated her heart;
80, in spite of her muny sufferings,
many o time have I heard her repeat
these words: ‘Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will
to men!'

“But in proportion as the peace of
heaven entered her soul, her poor body
weakened.,  In ashork thme she was
unable to leave her couch. But these
times were not unhappy, for her suffer-
Ings were not to be compared with
the joy which posessed her soul,  Dear
old lady! Many timos | seated mysell
by her side, now to read the word w
her by the feeble light of the lamp,
then to talk intimately and pray with
bher. 1 saw denth appoachiog her with
gentle and messured steps but robbed
of all his terrors. Yes, [ shall always
give thanks to the Lord for all my suffer-
Ings[if I dare thus todesignate my light
aMiotion=]if 1 have been able to serve
to the good of that sweet and patient
oreature. Ah! in these things the ways
of God have been marvelous! In allow-
fng me to be brulsed by inlquitics, He
bad in view the deliverance of one of
His dear ohildren,

“Yet my poor heart could not sur-
mount all her frars: it was for me a
terrible thought that I should soon be
entirely alone, and at the same time to
be a witness of the agony of the poor
nun. [ feared also that 1 should bea
long time shut up with her remains,
Ah! how feeble was my faith! But God
pardoned me. He is full of compassion
and [ thank Him for enabling me to
conceal my fears from Agnes, and lead-
ing me always to be a tender daughter
to such a mother. who often blessed
God for having glven her such a friend
In ber moments of need.

“Our thmoe was ke
nolse

camaoe

hands, duving
Lo oOnvinoa me

80 emiselated by her

blessad

“And go passod—1 do not know how
many dayvs, without any Interruption
save the daily visi's of Mother Ursula, |
OQur prison was far remote from the
subterranesn chapel. and yot we could
hear the service that they held there
when the bishop mude his visit. The
ginging of the litanies nroused Agnes,
who eried:

‘iAre we siready in giory® 1s il not
the volece of argels? g the bitterness
of death already past®'

“At these questions | burst
tears, and embracing her prayed her to
be gquiet. What tenderness | feit for
her! But they came 0 conduet me to
the bishop, and all my fear returned
then lest they should not return me to
Agunes. But when the bishop ordered
them to conduct me back to my prison.
I was scarcely able to contain the joy of
my heart.

‘It seemed that they had not yet
come to any decision with respeet to
me, for they left me several days with
Agunes. Then they placed me in a cell
under the porch where many of the
sisters could see me, but without my
daring 10 speak to them. There I had
many Interviews with the priest

Joachim and the Inquisitor.

“These murderers would have been
plensed to make an end of me by viol-
ence: but they did not dare to do it
though it was impossible, said the In-

into |

having allowed me 0 know Agnes
of their desire, but It was mude the be-
ginnlng. But still
If cortain olreumsiances has not pro-
voked the people sgalost the convents

“The and It

was during s ravages that Agnes dled

plague had sppenred,

bul
I:l‘l'

formal refusal to recelve the last sacra

Lhnt she wis ap rom I4|I.|: hoer end,

her last hour was hastened by

ments that Priest Josnchim offered ber,
as also the energy with which she told
the coufessor thut she placed her faith
in the merits of Cheist alone. God sus-
lained her to the of the
ananthoma pronounced agalnst ber by

enil, o splte
Lhe priest, who, In de 1'1‘[‘“11;{ from the
dungeon, shook the dust from his feot

“What a momont was that of the de-
parture of the priest, of the
Mother Ursuln, and of Annunciata, who
sccompaniod him! The door of lron
closed, and I found mysell slone with
thedying. 1 seated mysell by hor pil
| took her in my arms, and | al-
lowed my tours to fall upon her pale
fuce. 1 hoedrd her say to me in u husky

nhilwiss, of

low,

\'n'h‘l."

“‘Happy child, fear
Httle while and all will be well,
God for thee, Clarlsse, my child!

“She but little by lttle her
head bogame heavier, and ws [ did not

nothing. A
I bless

slept;

hear her regplration [ belleved that
she had passed away.

“From that moment | am Ignorant of
what passed. 1do not know whether
the terrible that | had then
wore those of my own brain or the in-

vislons

perseculors, |
in this
that

iquitous work of my
think
houso of peace
my reason windoered

“1 cannot gay at what time they bore
poor Agnes away and placed her in the

rather, since my arrival

whoere T am now,

ooll under tho porch. The fresh air
. the abbess pressed

Encramoents,

having revived her
her ngain o recelve the
She refused them, and her death was a

falthfil sewl of her life, to she great
horror of the abbess. In splite of all
this they buried her with all the

idolatrous geromonices of the house, |
learncd all these details from Mother
Genafride, who told me of them under
the seal of secreey.,

“1 was allowed to see the funersl of
Agnes through & grated window. It
was beld In thenight with torches, and
they teold me that it was I that was
buried, and that | was dead to the
world: that Pauline and Angelique
thought that 1 was buried, snd that
they had told Mme. Veranl not to
trouble hersell any farther concorning
me (for they had learned that my two
friends had had some communications
with that lady). They said that all my
friends believed me dead: ‘yes,' gald
they, ‘your mother and your brother
believe italso.’

“1 eannot eay how | passed my time
up to the hour of deliverance. 1 was
in the shadows and nov able to compute
the time; as to the rest, | was almost
undisturbed. I slept: if | was hungry
I ate a little food aod lay down again,
But my God dld not abandon me. No
desire of revenge entered my heart. 1
thought mysell in the home and park
of my father, admiring the hills, the
brooks and the smiling landscapes,
Sometimes everything was covered
with horrible visions and clouds which
suorrounded me; at other times 1 imag-
ined that since the death of Agnes |
was In A long night whose morning
would scatter the shadows, and then |
confounded the sweet image of my
father with that which my heart
formed of my glorfous Savior, or it was
that of Agnes which was mixed with
that of my grandfather of whom 1 have
soarcely any remembrance.

STt was after asuccession of frightful
visions that all at once a great noise

1 do pot know |

whaut extremities they would have gone |

For three days It was evideot W me |

quisitor at one time, 1o lot me go after | tive to the persons who have figured in | above the summits of the hills, and he

it. Many years have rolled away sinoe |

land we have loft the amiable fuml
who had recelved us,
But 1

the alllance between M. Denumont and

must say a word concerning

| Willlwm @'Ivunhois. [t commenced at

|Geneva, where FEdward was on his
| g

| journey o 5t Silfpen 10 see his sister,
Willlam decided to sccompany him.

Siffren, they loarned
M. Voranl had en-
tered a convent. All three felt them-
solves united by the same cause;
of them had s friend bound by the same
vows under the same roof! Edward
William had wmny other

Arriving at St
that a cousin of

each

and never

design In their visit o 5t Siffeen thin
o seo thelr frlends through the grivte,
But the destruction of many convents
In the Sardinian states made them con-
celve of other hopes.  From its first In-
coption the project was crowned with a
com plote sucoess

Fmily had comforted her heart by
her recitals. Psuline aod | had re-
solved that we would leave the apo tate
church; our calmed, and
our dear was able soon aftor W
regnin a robust health, sod assume the
gontle gayety thut u sincere plety al-

spirits were
Emily

wiuys produces.

I't was in the winter,
hols was unwllling to consent to our
departure for the present, and 1 acqui-
psced all the readily gince I was

Madsmed' | vun-

more
without & home. M. Veranl had placed
the remnant of my fortune in & bank at

whenee it had
the wdvice of M.
I was then indepen-

heen
Bean-

from
passed, with

mont, 0 Eogland,
dent: but | had no dwelliog-plice,
heart of my dear Pauline.
myself, & wan-

Granoeva,

eX-
et in the
Mme. Veranl was, like
derer upon the varth,
Yet [ was not uneasy in tho sweel re-
treat Mme, d'lvanhols wished
me to pass the winter. M. and Mme,
Verani soon joined us. We formed 4
sufficiently large society for the daily
study of the Bihle, and the voenerable
pustor of the village came to explain it
to us with ne much of plety as of pro-

where

found learning.

I would like w enter upon the details
ot the arguments which were usod by
Williwm and his parents with Pauline
to lond her 1o renounce the vows that
ghe had pronounced of Willinm as her
husband, What especielly convinced
her was that she had pronounced these
vows contrary to the authority of the
Scriptures, and cspocially to  please
mun; and that in consequence those
vows, contrary to the will of the Lord,
wore no longer able to bind her.

'n fact, our Lord has nover required
his disciples to reject the primitive
order of leaving father and mother and
cleaviog to the wife, On the other
hand, the forbidding to marry is one of
the marks of & church subjected to vol-
untary worship rather than the chai-
acter of a church conducted by divine
lnw,

My dear Pauline became the wife of
William. Almost all the population of
the valley assisted at the murriage.
Were [ to live many years [ should
never forget that day. [t was the last
day of the year. The country was
covered with an abundant snow which
formed a magnificent contrast to the
rocks and pines under which the sum-
mit of the Alps reared themselves like
glittering pyramids of silver. A bright
sun embellished the scene. The happy
couple advanced toward the church to
the sounds of merry bells and in the
midst of cries of joy from the people
who, Irom time to time, sung n song
asking the benediction of God upon the
primitive institution of marriage, ter
restinl image, but blessed, of the upion
of the soul with the Lord, and notat
all of the ideal marridge of n mortal

poured out his rays upon the valley, {l-

My recantation wis not then the ohject | then; the diuys of our youth have fled, | luminating every snow-laden branch
les | and making w0 glitter like diamonds

the

good people

wzure poaks of the glaciers, The
of the valley took itasa

1fn\'q_lrnhlvum.-u. and they poured forth
Ilnmlhvr song for the

The

occasion

but still more in that Ineffable work by

wus perfectly happy. She had en spart-
ment to herself. In a little painted
cabinot she had erected & kind of altar;
8 cross was suspended from the wall, a
figure of wax represented the virgin,
und she had ornamented the cabinet
with artificial flowers. She kept the

able mother in the reading of the Bible,

which the redemption of & bellever is |and (o hear the teachings of the true
assured sslde from his own works |[faith., But, fearing that she would
Then speaking of salvation, he ex-|talk with the domestics, Emily and I

plained it, making us understand some-
thing of its profoundness, and we all
wept with feelings of joy and gratitude,
Never have | soena similar scene. We
dismissed these good people, and were
glnd to take some rest. The sun went
down while we were at the table, and
we terminnted the day in talking about
the marvelous goodness of God, par-
tieularly manifested toward us poor re-
ligieuses This muorriage onturally
separated me from Pauline and drew
me t0 Emily; and in the first days of
spring, when the melting snows Inun-
dated the roads, I decided to accom-
pany herto England,

It was in the month of April that we
separated from this dear family, In

order to avold France we passed hy
Geneva and Mayence: then we de-
geended the Rhine to Holland, and

from there emburked o Eongluad.
There was only ove incident connected

with thi- journey worthy of repeating.

W

resolved to wait upon her and ald her
in her tollet, which thing attached her
L0 us more and more.

Yot durlng her life which followed
and up to her death she neyer received
with an entire eonviction that Christ Is
all in all, and that the church of Rome
Is an upostate church, bat some years
after, having a chance to glance

and flowers

Uihlu.
fore the table.

And now how shall I terminste my
sworn the veil
and who was formerly a cloistered nun
—dare [ say that the year of my povi-
tinte was not terminated when I became
of Edward Beaumont?
my

recital? [, who have

the happy wife
Some months after my murringe,
good sister Emily muarried Theophilus,

Many veurs have passed since, and now
larger

| ami the mother of two sons,

We were stopping over Supday in &

little German village where we were than myself, and three daughters,
not & little embarrassed, for none of us | Bmily, Pauline and Agnes. In alew
spoke German. Our embarrassment weeks, if God permils it, my son will

ineratsed and the lendlord went to find
an fnterpreter, making us understind
that a few days before, a poor woman
had arrived, a strangor,
prevented her from following her jour-
ney to Mayence where she was to find
friends. Judge our when in
that unfortunate we recog-
pized Mother Genefride, clothed as a
peasant and reduced 10 most extrome
poverty.

Oh, it was o happy moment! [ fell
foll into her arms; Emily did the same,
at the risk of [rightening the poor old
religiense—lor she suspected as little
ns | the substitution of Agnes for Clar-

whose misery

surprise,
creature

isse in the funeral ceremonies. At the
same time the teibulations of that
worthy woman came to an end; she ac-

companied us to England and lived
with us until her death,

She was unable to tell us much akout
the events happening at St. Siffren
after our Night; she had escaped under
the cover of obseurity and tumult, and
had hidden in the cabin of the peasant
who had cared for the little Ella Rose,
From there, after having changed her
costume, she had begged her way, even
to the place where we encountered her.
Her destination was the home of Mme.
Barthelmy, at Mayence, She sald that
she spent the winter at Gepeva, where
had found much kindness and
benevolence.

It was a month
we left Paullne

she

from the time that
until arrived In
Epngland. From London we went with-
out loss of time to the home of M. Beau-
mont in Devon county. We found a
modest mansion agreably situsted In a
park and surrounded with charming
hills, With the view of the verdure
and the accidents of the land, a Pied-
montese hersell would scarcely miss her
native mountains,
appropriate, so fresh, so comfortable
that we exclaimed: ““We are in parn-

we

Everything was so

with a celestial outside of a
visible unlon in the world: How then
this biblieal marriage differed from the
in the besom

h'!li“l.-\!'

profession of & religicuse,

mitde me tremble, 1 ralsed myself upon
my bed; the door of the prison opened,
a ray of light penctrated and two men
appeared—they woere the priests Julian
and Josohim. The latter seized me by |
the sleeve and drew me through many
corridors whose doors were olosed and
bolted behind us. 1 do not know all
that the men spoke about during this
long passage, only I heard the
Inquisition,’ ‘awtodefe)
“Finally we oame to a narrow, wind-

face of the earth. Then | wrenched
mysell from the grasp of the priest, and
falling nt his feet [ implored his pity,
not knowing that there is no pity in the

antichristian church. He
with his foot, when 1 seized the hem of
his robe; then seiziog me again, he
mounted the stairway, followed by the
Jesuit who carried & torch,

“It is here, wy friends, that the pity
of my heavenly Father showed itself in
all His glory. May every mouth praise
and magunify His grace!"

CHAPTER XL
CONCLUSION,

Such was the recital of our dear Clar-
isse to whom 1 give her true name,
Emily. Oneisable tocomprehend that
in bearing such a history, Pauline and
I resolved to quit a church which for
g0 many centurles has maintained {2
authority by the use of such means,

In commencing this recital, I had
thought to terminate it in a few pages,
but I see that I have enlarged conslder-
ably. Iought to given few words rela-

words |

ing stalrcase whioh led up to the sur |

breast of a servant of the papal and|
repulsed me |

of the Romizh church!

It isthe entire church which ises-
poused to the Lamb, so she will not
enter into that glorious union until the
nations are assembled before Him,
Then only will she be espoused, pure
and chuaste, ns the upostle says, to Him

\'he landscapes were covered with
heather, and during the march the
crowd ivereased, so that when the
church was reached. It was filled in o

All faces shone for

happy with the

moment, with joy,
thosa poor PEOPIS Were
that Wiilism had made.

hiz (nfancy:

cholee

oidest had known him since

]?.'ut-_\' hoped that he and his wile would

treat thelr children with a& much kind-
ed them.
h-'r

ness as his parents had treat
The bepevolence of Pauline and

vifable manners encouraged this hope;
she looked upon them all and sighed,
and I can say that these sighs did not
promise more than she performed, for,
with divine aid, she was a benediction
to that little valley, a solitary, & littie

mountains,

I was struck with the simplieity of
the ceremony, and especially with the
benediction pronounced by the worthy
pastor. 1t was lmpossible o compare
the simple and spiritual service of the
Reformed church with that Romish
worship where the form is everything,
and where the most profound mysteries
are presented in vain and blasphemous
ceremonies.

We returned to the house In proces-
sion by the same route. While we
were at the church the sun had risen

| -
unlimited

The |

world in itself, lost In the midst of the |

dise!" The Eoglish people enjoy an
Iiberty of conscience.

In the same parish, behind the park,
was & charming villa, little, but ele-
gant and graclous. 1t was inhabited by
under God, M. Beau-

& mun to whom,

mo (3 - -||| i I =0 _e
mout owed his elevated views of chris-| ), the market today, I have consented to take the general agency |

Though he
had been his com-
Later M. I caumont
spiritual direction

tinnity.
than Edward,
panion In study.

wis o livtle older |
be

had given him the

united to the most
His whole manner

extreme gentleness,
ag recable muanners.

marry his cousin Agnes, In whom have
been remewed all the personal and
spiritual graces of her amiable mother.
They await the arrival of Pauline and
Willlam, who are on their way
with three of their children, The two
eldest mre boys, and the youngest a girl,
bearing my name.

| pause. God grant that the

now

In the midst of us Mother Genefiide |

fulthiully
resders concerning the
shall ill them with gratitude towards
God who has delivered thelr souls from
the yoke of the great apostasy whose

that I have

Iname s MYSTERY.
THE END.

reported to my
Romish church
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sougs did not cesse until the party on- leabinet so well closed that | had been - :

| tored the house, where we served our|in the house some weeks before T saw | ,M”'“J t.u. pmllf“' :ujd :\-:tlil'n \‘iqvlba
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wel
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