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SECEDE FROM RONE\

Fifty Thousand Poles Tired of Being
Slaves, Revolt From the
Chureh of Reme

Father A, ¥, Kelaseewshl, Thelr Leader,
Faplains Thelr Reasons for Sa Do.
Ing - Nays the Movement Was
Bewun Twelve Years Aee,

——

Rev. Fr, A. F. Kolasrowskl, the
lender of the seceding Catholle Poles
In the Unfted States, and who, with
three other priests, has signed tosti
monials mecepllag  the Woroestor
priest, Rev. Dr. E. R. Knowles, us their
bishop-deslg aate, arrived here from
Cleveland at 3 o'clock yesterday altors
noon, and was met at the Unlon station
by Dr. Knowles, golug to the Iatter's
rosldence, after a drive about the city.
Fr. Kolazwewskl, who will undoubtediy,
If this secession movement progrosses,
become the first Polish bishop for the
Poles in America, s a portly, sctive
and determined-looking priest of middle
age; clear and intelligent in his state-
ments, He claims for himself and the
Polish clergy, who, like himself, have
become Old Catholies and left Roman
rule, an aggregation altogether of
about 50,000 followers, chiefly in the
following cities and towns, named ne-
cording to the importance of thelr
Polish independent Catholic represen-
tation: Buffalo, Cleveland, Baltimore,
Nanticoke, Pa., Freeland and Ply-
mouth, Pa., Bremond, Tex., Meriden,
Ct., Omahn, Neh.,, Winona, Minn., and
South Chicago,

Fr. Kolaszewski sald to a Thlegram
reporter:

HBy & fow clear facts I will endeavor
to explain to the American people the
cause of our so-called revolt against
the Roman Catholic ¢hurch authori-
tles, as well as its importance, Itls
generally understood that we have
about two millions of Poles in this coun-
{ry. They are mostly a hard-working
people who came to this country in the
bopes of finding some better means of
living than they could procure in the
old world. Our European govern-
ments, especially those hy which Po-
land I8 dlvided, do not provide for the
edueation of the people. 1 will say
more, they do not care to have the
working people hecome Intelligent,
and when they can, they suppress every
gpark of intelligence among that class
which Is generally known in Borope
under the name of peassnts. So the
fact is that the bulk of our Molish im-
migration constitutes the lgnorant
people who can searcely read and write,
The only thing which they bring to
this country, and which is common to
all of them, no matter If they are poor,
rleh, eduecated or ignorant, 18 the love
every Pole feels for his dear oppressed
fatherland, This love is Intensified
with «generations, and I think that
some day 1t will reach such a strength
that no force or army will be able to
koep it down, and beating away all
obstacles [t will at least suceeed In free-
ing our country.

“Hut to the point, The poor, lgnor
ant Pollsh Immigrant coming to this
country, when he finds work and settles
down, has noiomoral or intellectonl
necessitios to satlsfy, He feels only
one higher ceraving, which le must
gatlsfy, namely, homeslckness, He
loves his far-off country more thun he
did before, and fecls that he must do
somothing to satisfy this patriotic crav-
fng. So he bullde the church: the
game church which he attended every
Sunday In his native village. He finds
u priest, a Polish priest, who will cele.
hrate masses, preach sormons, and per-
form all thes religlous ceremonies In
tho same way exaotly a8 in the old
country. It ls not only the raligious
foeling which prompts the Pole to con:
tritiite 80 heavily for the benefit of the
church, He Is very religious and even
fanatical, but he cannot pray as well in
German or in Irish{Catholle churches,
The Polish cchurch and the Polish
priest are for him the embodiment noy
only of God on earth but s well of his
beloved country., It is my opinion that
the latter, the patriotie feeling, 1s even
gtrongor than the former. And so we
see that poor and hard working us the
Poles in ¢thie country are, thelr
churches mre samong the finest and
most costly In Amerlea. A Polish la-
borer who makes 89 a week and who ls
trying almost every Jevice to save
money, 1s always willing and ready to
gontributer’ as much ss #1,000 for the
building oféthe church, They are self-
gacriticing and devoted—they think, us
well as feel, by heart. They are lm-
pulsive and prompted by the love for
their country,mfor which they would
give all they have in the world and
gladly shed thelr life blood. Iam sure
that with the_help of this religious and
patriotic  enthusiasm, many things
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WHAT I'HE PEOPLE DEMAND.

alavation of the people eonld be secom-
plished.

“T must explain who are the leaders
of the Poles in Ameriea. They are, as
every one versed in Pollsh affalrs
knows, the Polish pricsts. The Pollsh
priests are not only spiritual, but moral
and Intellectus! as well, and business
mansgers of the Poles in this country,
Thelr word Is law,

“YThelr power, founded upon the two
above specified foundations, patriotism
und rellgion, 1s a8 strong ns the power
of any other absolute government. A
Pollsh priest has simply to say a word
ngainst some pewspaper and all the
members of his flock will cense 1o read
It. He has but to recommend a politl
cal party or candldate, and they vote
accordingly. He has but to condemn
some business house and the people
shun it. The prlests use the devotion
of our people and the power they have
to accomplish their own ungenerous
ends, They want first to fill their
pookets, which they very easily do,
and then rule the parighes in the name
of God as despoticnlly as does the ezar,
Alexander 111,

““‘In Chleago, whleh contalns the
largest Polish settlement in this coun-
try, there fs one priest who Is worth
nhout 83,000,000 He waw credited by
n Polish paper ten years ago, with a
yenrly Income of #180,000, and he fs
enlled an unerowned Polish king. He
does nothing to promote the Intelli
gence of the people, and In polities ho
is everything, Once he even dlstri-
buted tickets In his church, Ina elty
past of WClaveland 18 o priest worth
#1,000,000, and with an income of over
100,000 per year. He publishes s paper
for the support of which the democrats
pay 85,000 per year. In Buffalo we
have ahout as many Poles as Germans.
The Germans occupy prominent sooinl
and politieal positions, but the Poles
have none at all, They are treated
with contempt as in Cleveland and
elsowhere,

YTt is due to the priest that, although
living for about a quarter of a century
inthis free and glorlous country, we
don't understand [ts Institutions, it
laws, Its necessities, and the spirit of
liberallsm end progress which ani-
mates all that i truly Ameriean. They
are to blame, 1 say, that while living
amid culture and education, we remain
just as lgnorant amid freedom of con-
sclence nnd yet we wre even more fanat-
ical than when we eame. While the
pricsts are growing enormously rich,
the people are becoming destitute of all
individual feellngs, They cense 10 have
thoughts or alms except what the
priest dictates and are thus centuries

tending. to the moral and Intellectual

should fall, not upon the Pollsh priests
wlone, but to an even greater extent
upon the Amerlean bishops. In the
Roman Catholle chureh of this country
the contributions of the roles are the
Inrgest and thelr churches the finest
Yet no power on earth s 80 absolute,
none more repressive or unrestrained,
than that which is exercised on the
Poles by these blshops. Their tears
and petitions are allke treated with
contempt, The bishop holds the title
o the church property, Priests who
veally do good for the people like Hev,
Mr, Kolaslnekl, of Detrolt, and mysolf
have been expelled from the ehurch.
This so:called Independent movement
wits begun twelve years ago and now,
for the first time, we are galnlng the
asoendency. We are not changlog our
falth, but we want the right to control
our worldly affalrs, We want to elect
our priests, own our church property,
nod control our sohools,

“The Amerlean prople ave, as o rule,
generous and free minded., At the
sume time It 18 surprising to see how
lttle Interest the same Amerleans who
took so much interest In the famine
stricken Russlun peasants, and who
send misslonaries to other lands, take
in thelr own fellow eitizens, This is
the more surprising because Amerl-
cans are always consldered very prac-
tienl amd sensible even In the display of
thelr genorosity.

“Ten years ago there was dissension
in the Polish Roman Catholie church
ut Nunticoke, ’a. The priest induced
employers W discharge the leaders,
and the others became frightened and
surrendersd. Not long ago we had a
slmilar case In Cleveland, The trens
urer of the new church was a clty em-
ploye, and was discharged by Director
Farley. No good roason was glven for
his dismissal. The demoorstic party
hus wlways sided with the priests and
agiuinst the people. It has supported
with Its funds the papers published nnd
edited by tho priests,

“Our movement has In view the broad
and liberal education of our luture gen-
eration by giving the control of our pa-
rochinl sehools to the community, This
is the only way In which to bring our
countrymen up to the standard of
Ameorican citlzenship. Set them think-
ing for themselves and teach them how
to appreciste Amoricean institutions
and how to exerclse the right of suf-
frage, Every true and noble-minded
American citizen ought to take part in
this movement. We need encourage-
ment, we need help, moral as well as
material.  All the Roman Catholic
church In this country, with Satolll at
the head, is arrayed against us, All

@xception of a few, are against v, We
Fave twonty-threa Pollsh phpers. Thoey
are directly published or edited by the
priests or else Influenced by them so
they all condemn our movement, Only
ong advoeates this movement, [t was
excommuniented by  wll the Polish
clergy.  The fTorces are terribly uns
equinl, We want to elevate the Polish
people, toset them thinking, to bring
them up to 'the standard of true Amerl-
canism.— Weorcester Daily Telegram.

WICKLIFF AND THE BIBLE.

His Translatlon of I the Cause of
Rome’s Enmity,

Among the many things which
Wicklr taught aod did which expased
hilm to papal hatred was his teanslation
of the Bible Into English. This ralsed
the enmity and rage of his popish op-
ponents to u very high pitch. A work
in which God would bless him and
plous  hearts thank him, filled the
paplets  with rage. How like ant
Christ! What n contrust between the
spleit of popery and that of the truly
plous! The Bible, the word of sulvi-
thon, so preclous to bellevers in all ngos,

the fumily as If a dangerous wild beast,

The Bible ls one of God's grostest
glfts to men, and wis glven to be road
Henve, Josus suys:

Sonrol the Seriptures: for in (e yo (hilnk
yo hivye wternnl e —Jahn, by

Feor whatsoovar things wore weitten for our
lenrnipg, thnt we thiroulh pationce and cow e
fart of the Seripturos might have hope
Wt 104

Hlossod In he thut rendeth, and they thst
hemre the words of this prophocy, nnd kv
;:l'lﬂl'lilllnl" which wre written thereln

ov, 10

Yet Rome pronounces her aurthema
on the man who teaches these things
in the Serlptures quoted and who would
put the Bible into the hands of all moen
without exception,

What does Poter say, whom Rome
olalms wus the first Pope, how would
he ngroe with Leo X111 and his prode-
consors for a thousand years? Peter
sy s, “We have nlso o more sure word
of prophecy; whercunto ye do well that
yo take heed, as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place untll the day
dawne.”" If Peter were back hore now
Rome would try him for heresy, and he
would be In danger of the [ngulsition.
Better not go o Home, Peter, your
eplstlos would have to go through the
“Index expurgatarius,

Why keop from the people a book so

preclous?
Bays the psalmlst: “"How sweet are
Thy words unto my taste, Yea, sweeter
than honey o my mouth.” ‘I have
more understanding than all my
teachers; for Thy testimonles are my
meditation."

behind our clvillzation. The blame

the Polish priests In Amerlea, with the

-

Rome, because 1t s ke u light shiniog
in wdark plico, and Tome cannot bewy
the light, She tekes the Dible from
the people and offers In 1ts plice & cup
“ull of abominstions snd Nlthloess of
her fornleation, " —HRev, 174,

I loaned the Douny Bilile, the Romish
verslon, tow lady ralsed o paplst, and
wis 40 yowrs old, but had never seen a
copy of the Douny Blble,

Wall, Wiekliff was & good man and
has been onlled the “Morning Star of
the Reformation,” and no doubt an
apen Bible did mueh In brioglog the
dawn of a better duy,

But, notwithstanding the malles of
the pope and priosts ngainst Wiclkll ¥
for opening the Bible to common peos
ple, n which they might learn for
themselves the corruption and Idolutry
of the Romlsh chureh, the graclous
eare of w covenant, God protected hlm
ngalnst the machinations of Rome, and
he was pormitted to die & poerceful
donth on Decomber 41, 1984

The Bible 1s & damoeging book to

The poplsn clergy In Englund were
#0 onraged at tho Ineresslng elreuli
tion of the English Bikle that In 1900,

I wrested from the people by the |a fow years after WicklI's death, the
“mother of harlots,” und drelven from |

preintes presented a bill In the house
of lords <for  suppressing  Wiek1iff's
transluntions, but the bill was thrown
out, If these poplsh haters of the Bible

[ could have looked forward to the nine

teenth century and sean our Bible so-
oloties lssulng milllons of Bibles anny-
nlly, and selling & whole Bible lor two
shilliogs and & New Tostament for a
nickel, thoy would have had a spasm.
Poplsh spiasm

Alter Wickllm was  doad  poplsh
hutred was not willlng 10 Jet his nshes
rest, but the counell of Constance slt In
Judgment over his dust, condemn all
his published works, and ns the counell

declded that he dled an “obstinato
horotie” they “condemn his memory
and order his bones to b Jdug up * ¢

and cast upon a dung hill," This sav
nge sentence was oot enforeed till the
yoar 1425, at the command of Pope
Martin V, but then the poplsh execu
toners of the dead reformoer's bones, In
thelr willlng trurscended the
sontence of the council, They dug up
hls remalos from the grave whero they
had peacelully reposed for over forty
yeurs, burnt them tw ushos, and then
onst them into o npeighborlog  brook,
called the Swift. They burned his
bones but could not burn the truth he
preached, it lives und he lives In pro-
clous memory. Fuller, in speaking of
this, says, "“The brook Swift dld convey
his ashos Into Avon, the Avon [nto
Severn, the Severn into the narrow
seas, they Into the maln ocenn. And

zonl,

'rn\hlo g of his detrine, which s now
dinprerersl wll the workd oves

I Ml_‘ wany Wiokiif: arim W grabiish
the traih.  The BN 1 the chartor of
e liberiles.  Jowus sy e Yo shall
know the trath amd ihe truill sl
makn you fron™ Lot the A 1Y A
sl by this truth as far as 14 18 oon
||w¢lul with her misslon,  Rellgloun
Hherty, it no popary; free sehools,
froo press, froe Mible, Treo  dlsegesion

CALVIN
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AN 1T SHOULD B,

The A 1% AL Cawses o Boman Catholle
Oeer Haldir to Reslin,

INDIANAPOLIS, Juna 16, <The Influs
onoe of the Amerviean 'roteciive Asso-
clntion in the sdmioisiration of the
affales of this olty wis clonely demon-
stented today whon De, Golss, suporine
tondentof the ety disponsary, tendorsd
his resignation and De, Tambort was
nppointed his suooossor Fvuer slnee
tha appalntment of Golss, Mayor Denoy
huws been besloged by the A 1' A to
remove hilm on account of his religlon
und todaey [t was Hoally scoompllshed
by his reslgnation, Tho exouse ls made
that CGelss helonged o o medlonl ool
loge that alvemdy had oo msny ap-
polntments under the ¢lty and that the
reason of the chunge wus to place n
doctor inchargo of the disnonsaes wha
reproscuted anothor collegoe, It In
konown, however, thut a bitter fight
wis bolog made ngalost him becauso he
Is n Catholle.

————————

“HAT"™ SHEA ON TRIAL,

Two Weoks Consumed In Securing o Jury
In the Troy Murder Case.

Trov, N, Y., Jupe 15,<The twalfth
Juror In the ""Bat" Shen murder case
wis found today,  His nnme Is Matthow
ook and he Is tne only Roman Oatho-
He on the Jury, This fnet ls slgnlleant
in view of the fact that, secording to
the claim of the defonsa, the religlous
question will entor largely Into the
telal. It took just two weeks Lo socure
the jury, Asslstant Distriet Attorney
Pagan opened the cnse for the people
this afternoon, In his address he
seored the defense for secking to wrap
about the murderer the muntle of the
Roman  Oatholiec  chureh, rnest
Porry, lnspector of elections at the
olection distriet where Ross wis shot,
awore that three repeaters had voted
In his distelet under the protection of
Oat? Shea and his  conlederates,
Uarry" Closey and John MeGough,
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SOI Glory® Again Tusulted,

A lovol stelking miners at Trinldad
recently paraded the strecls currylng
the American fag upslde down with
forelgn Nag 8onting abhove it.  This
shows the sentiment, the anlmus, the
backing of the rovolt In this sate,
Domagogues In offles In Colr rado have
found willing instruments in the ignor-
wot Romanlst forelgnors who ostensibly
delve in the mines when they ean orowd
out honest Amorlean labor, but who In
reality plot anarchy, trenson and' roe
bellion, Only acoward or nn anarchist
at the hend of affuirs would have pers
mitted sueh o demonstration W go uns
robulke 4= Denver Ameriean
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That is the Enemy,”

A writor In the Catholic Heview has

thistoway: “Inalettor written very

{ National

recently; oo his return from Rome,
Mons, Valleau, blshop of Quimper,
gave an account of bis Interview with
his holiness, Pope Loo X1, and In &
passigge of thst commupleation he thus
explaing his conclusions: "The most
importunt question that now cognges
the attentlion of the soverclgn pontifl Is
Frovmasonry, Frequently he ropeated
to me o the strongest and most ome-
phatie tone—"That Is tho cnemy,'"
P~

P 0.8, 0f A Unlon Mesting.
Friday evoning last, June 15, Natloonl
Presldent Klton, of Denver, Colo,, and
Fhila-
delphla, met with the Councll Blufs
and Omahs lodges Putrlotle Opder

Secrotary  Steos, of

IUH' rosldend

thus the ashes of Wickliff are the

Sons of Awerien at the hall of the
order In Councll Blufls. After the
extrcisos of the evoning an adjourns
ment wins Lad to the socinl given by
the Patriotic Daughters of Amorieon at
e of G, H. Brown, Mynster
stroot, where s most enjoyable time was
spent.
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An Unpatriotic Weed,

specimen of a patrlotie

The

plant wo have seon In theso latter days

linest

of degeneracy s Governor Flower, of
New York. His rebuke to the men
who want to haul down all but the
Amerlcan lag was timely and relresh-
Ing. It showed that the heart of a
scholar and patriot beats beneath the
breast of the emplre state’s chief e xecus

tve,=Coanectiout Catholic.
e— — -,

Omaha Gels it,

The next Nationsl Convention of the
Junior Order United American Me-
chanles will be held In Omaeha the
third Tuesday in June, 15935




