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CSRWhAL 1s thin that osught nol o be,
that cannot be? demnnded Pauline

Dot efore Clarlsse wie dble 10 re
spond, wo perocived Annunelata ape
proaching.  The nun was coming in
#uch o way that the rags of the lamp
fell upon her fligure. A cold, enlin
sovorily was lmpressod upon her bonn-
tiful features, and ralsiug her hand she
wild:

YGo, Clarisse, leave those holy sls
tors; do not be ||kt'1l socond satan oe-
oupled In tempting the dhlldren of
Paradiso. Return to your chamber; do
not pretend s fosbleness that does not
nlfoot you, That which fortities you in
your robollion ngainst the All-Powarful
will not abandon you in the hour of
need. "

Hor uppor lip curved with scormn
while horoyes followed the trombling
Clarisse, who passed slowly under the
arch of the corridor, and thus oheyed
the commandment of her who had beon,
ntone time, dewrer than the denrest
friend. But Pauline was not able 1o
ondure this eold and oruel contempt,
und Clavlsse had searcely dismpponred
when she erled out In noble hndllgna-
tlon:

YAnnunciatig s 18 becoming In you,
who were formoerly her dearest friend,
to sharpen the sword destined to plerce
the hert of hor who s slrendy wounded
to denth? 1 grant that she mny bhave
fallon, she who wis at ope Ume the
Hght, the glory and the ornament of
the comuwunity, But who knows I yoo
iy not be, sooper or Inter; an object
of contempt?  Iave you recelved the
powaor of Infullibility?  Your peide, the
santiment of your dignity, your netusl
sanotity are they nor able to fuenish
to the evll one the mouns to disgulot
you? We have seun, wo have compre-
hended to what lengths your Influence
groos, and 1 witl bo feark with you, An-
nunclnte, wo think that the sovere
mensures that you have counselod hnve
rlveted the ohalns which bold the une
fortunnte Clariswe '

It wan fmpossible to stop Pauline,
The politie Annuselatn was de'ighted
o discover ull that she found In the
bottom of our hearts. But when my
fricnd had sald all that she had In
her mind, Annuncinta coldly responded:

“This afflair must be referred o
Madame; for the present, our dutles
onll us to the close of the wsorvice,
Madame sent me to nsk Slstors Paullne
aud Angolique to return lmmediately
to the cholr”  And saylng these words
she walked majestieally before us, and
we followed her teembling with emo-
tlon and espocially with fear,

We were sure that the remarks of
Pauline would not be passed over In
sllonce, but one of the characteristle
tealts of n religlous establlslimont fs
that the displonsure of the superlors
does not show Htaelf at onco; It i ke a
voleano, 1t bursts forth whoen one least
expects It

The following morning, Madame Had
a8 soreno an ale and Sistor Anounciste
wis ws impenotrablo #s though nothing
had bappened. Dut we notleed that
poor Clariws did not appoar, and |
nover saw her egaln In the cholr,

I was obllged to go to confessional
this morning. As I prosented myself,
Father Jonchim asked many quostions
about Clarlwe, 1 confossod my por
sonul oplnlons, bul | tovk care to say
nothing of the oplnlons of othors. |
sald, howoever, thatthe genernl sentl
ment was that Clarisse underwent too
harsh ordenls, and that some of the
strange symptoms which were mani
fosted in hor could have orlglonted In
fright. 1 was equally free to say that |
would chango convents and finlsh my
novitlate In the house of the order of
Bt Francls de Bales. Ispoke with
view to this event—though I had
socretly rosolved never to lenve Pay-
line, but to remain with ber always.

The father did not make any remark
upon this project; but he told wme In
confidenco that there wore many things
in Ciarise which rendered hor soclety
dangerous, and that be thought It best
that I should not appronch her.

"We desire,” sald he, ‘to restore
her by gentleness, If 1t Is powsible, and
if the most sincere prayors are able to
have aoy influence, mine and those of
the superior for the poor child will
restora her 10 the bosom of her spiri-
tunl mother, But for the present, my
daughter, permit me to assure you that
we employ the gentlest measures to-
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“Iut T hope,” sald she, “that weo
miay boable o e gulet at St Siffren
and that we have nothing to fear,”

They talked of the suppression of
many convents; the abboss expressed
the hope that no such horeors would e
ropeated In her country,  As Sister
Fostuslo was to assiime the black vell n
fow doys later, Mme. Vornnl asked the
nhbess to rveserve for hor some places
for the eceremony. 1 notleed that my
friond  (nsisted  strongly upon  this
polnt, and as | had lenrned to read the
looke slnce 1 eotered the convent, |
mude my remarks accordingly. She
ssleod mon moment lntor, If 1 hnd made
uny acqualntance In the family, and If
the young ludies composing It were
Italinns or torelgners,

“Waohave," replled, “many French
slsters, one Twnling, and ons English.”

YAnd who Is this last?' demanded
the abbess,

I was nbout to say, “'Sister Clarisse, "
but I recollected that this nnme always
vacited her woger, and I hesitatingly
responded:  “She, Madame, whose
father wis Eoglish,"

“You," she replled,
heretie,*

These words were pronounced In
low voloe and with much bittornoss,
but they were nov lost upon Mme,
Verdanl; but she mude no remerk and
soon alter tobk hor lopve,

I hinve abvendy sald that the ceromony
of profession of n sister gave o day of
vieation 1o the family, That of wking
the blpck vell differed so Hitle from
the ceremony of vestures thut 1 will
nob dwell longoer upon detalls; only this
solomnity Is more moving than the
other bocause It Is lrrvocable, But
wils # apectstor in this seene and 1 was
nble o make my observations at my
e,

[ was situgted In o way to be able w
l‘xvhlmul-. from time to time, glaoces
with Mme, Veranl through the grute,
und | was happy, for this friend had
become denrer than ever to me. Mme,
Voranl sat at her vight, nnd at her left
wis o young man who, Incking s sent,
stood all the time leaning  gainst &
aolumn, My attention was not entirely
euptivated by this stranger,

[ hnd oot you msslsted ut a taking of
the black vell; this seone moved me
profoundly; but there were In the cholr
some pordons who lLad already seen
this coremony, and were less Interested
thu I} so they were able to frequontly
turn thelr ey es to the other slde of the
grates.  Nuns have cyes us well as
other women, and they talk of trifles
and prattle about the things of the
world us much as other young glrls of
thelr nge. B0 when we were in the
refectory, the superlors being absent
with the blshop, they talked about the
handsome stranger who was standing
during the service, and they asked me
If I know him,

"How did he look¥" sald I, for I had
searcely notleed him,

At once they gave n large number of
descrlptions which describod him ns an
extremely handsome man, But | was
unable to foenish any additlonal in-
formution to tholr scoounts, We purs
sued this tople which was able to lead
us further than we belleved, when one
of the mowt nged slsters having made
the remark that such a subject of con-
versatlon was not sultable lor ololstered
nuns, the remarksconcerning the young
man terminated with a deseription of
the emotion he botrayed when the veil
wias placed upon the head of Slster
Fustasie

Tought, In Justice to our soclety, W
suy that I do not remember of having
heard o single frivolous conversation
among the sisters. There wore, with-
out doubt, among us some very differ
ont characters, but the house was not
injured by frivolity as certain convents
in other countrios. If any vice of that
nnture existed among us—that which,
after many circumstunces coming to my
knowledge since I had left the convent,
I have the strongest reasons for sus-
plelon was covered with a vell black
with hypooriay, and as my well beloved
Paullne was, even then, an object of
divine grace—I escaped the company
of persons whose conversation would
hive beon pernicious to me.

After the repast we all went to walk
in the garden. Pauline and I, as usual,
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was olfended
and 1 demnundod
e as n prool of his affeotion
that he profossed for me, that he should
ahandon his religion. He refused and
I was onraged with him; in my nngoer |
threw mysel! Into the pet whore 1 am
now entangled, Ol that the thoughts
which possess me had come sooner!™

And Paullne wept bitterly, but ve-
covering horselfl she sald

"Rlater Angellgoe, you rocall vhe ve-
sponse 1o the prayoer, whioh s found In
the oatechism of the bishop of Mont-
pellee? We ought o pray to God as
the souree of all grace, and Josus Christ
as our only medintor, We can ndaress
oursell to the viegin and the salnts ps
toour intercessors with Joesus Clplst,'

"I rocnll the passage," 1 respondod,
“but what do you wish to suy?"

“I'do not know how to expross it,"
salid Paulloe, “but you mnost not be
vixed, If ask how these suints are
abla to hear our prayers? How wre
created beings able to be overywhore?
And holiness ~how oan it Inhere in
Images built by human hauds?  For
examply, did I not brenk yesterday, by
aceldent, a little waxen image of Jesus
into a thousund peces? Have 1 then
become gullty of a horrible snorilege?
Help me to clear my thoughts, for they
are in frightful confuslon. 1 have
heard toll of holy men who disapproved
of the worship of images. Do you be-
Hove that poor Clarlsse bad some jdea
of thls sort?"

"Paullne,

on my

you distract me!" I .

sponded,  “In the name of Notre Dame
de Mlsarloorde, do not sy anothop
word.  Tave [ not heard you say that
u rellglouse ought nelther to think nor
renson?  We have pluced our eon
selonces and our oternal Interests In
the hands of our divectors, and we oughi
to lenve them thore."”

“It s true" repllod Pauline, ‘it ls
only oo true!  But this poor Clarisse!
I have tried to dlscover where she
sleeps and eats; snd I think that T have
succoedod.  Last night I thought I
hoard some steps In the corvidor, a
lttle before midolght, Fearlng that |
might be late for the service 1 dressed
inall haste wnd went Into the lower
gallory. I waw the lowor door open
and a slster who erossed the chamber
with & candle in her hand. | was
curlous o know where she went and |
quietly followed her. [ saw hor ontor
into the gallery which leads to the
Madume's apartments, then open a
door to the left and entor. She had
something In her hand which she car-
ried into the chamber. | heard her
#poak to some one In the Interlor and |
henrd an answer,
wis the voleo of Clarisse. O Angellque!
what would I not glve for an half hour's
conversation with that dear orenture!
I am convinoed that there Is under
neath all s mighty mystery that we
have not been able to penetrate, "

"That may be," I respondod, “‘but
could you return o your cell without
belng discovered?"

“Yeos," she replled, “It was Mother

Ursuls that 1 had followed, and she did

not discover me,"

Some days after this conversation,
my friend, Mme. Veranl, presented
herself at the grate, dosiring to speak
with the superfor. Whem Muadame
uppenred, my friend gave an excellent
oxouso for hor visit. She sald that she
desired to communleste w0 Muadame
some news thut she had vecelved from
Turln; st the sume time she nsked per
mission 10 se6 me a moment, My
friend,” sald she, “"hud at one time s
strong deslre to enter a convent In
Tarin; 1 wish to tell her something
that | have heard which Is not to the
sdvantage of that convent; I hope to
be wble thus to lead her to declde to
live In the happy position whore she
now finds hersell, But | must take
caution. This Is the reason; If you will
permit mé to see her and talk with her
In your presence, I will introduce the
subjoctas by chanee, and thus Influence
her to remain here,"

All this was recounted W me soon
after by my friend. She told me the
Joy with which the superior seut to find
mo. I had scarcely arrived behind the
grate when Mme, Veranl found u new
letter for the superior, contalning nu-
merous detalls of an attack directed by
the French against the convent of St
Clara at Nice: the suered bullding had
already been transformed Into s stable
for the republican armies and all the
sisters had fled. This recital gave the
abboss so lively an interost that she
forgot us, She turned towurds the
door to call Mother Ursula In order to
read the recital of all these horrors,

and she remained at the entrance suf-
ficlently long to permit my friend to
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[ITR} Wk abe o examine the
contenis of the packags

Then, shut in with :
vall, and our work spread belore us o
deovive Mother Genelride In case shie
came, wo opened the envelopo. 11 con-
talned wany finely weitten shoots. The
Hrst was a lettor from Mme. Veranl
She eautioned me W be diserest unnl|
not betray elther hor or the friond who
by my aid conld send a lettor 10 & well |
baloved sister whom he had trled for a
long time to swe,

“AL sald Paullog, “doubtluss It s
the young mun who was at the chureh
the day of Sister Eustasie's profession.

Mme. Verani's lettor contalned 1tle
of Importance; we lald it aside for the
thine to examine the other papers,
One of these sheots contained u potition
to the awminble and plous Sister A nge-
lique, beseccling her w ussista brother
and o ald him (o brivging & souvenir
to a cherlshed sister who would, doubt-
less, nover be seon by him upon eurth.
The arguments he employed were such
that I could not resist, and Puulloe
entered Into them with all her natural
ardor,
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Letter of Pope Pius 1X. to Jeff Davis
in 1863.

Porfect copy and perfect translation
of this famour letter-Latin and Eng-
lish; In parallel columns--sent on re- |
celpt of 10 cents.  Photograph copy of
the pope's handwreiting, A full ex-
planation of letter and Ity effects on
desertions In the federnl army accom-
panios each copy,  Excellent documont
for gereral elrealation, 10 ooples for |
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write the artlcle on suggesting
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ell drawing; and don't forget to
send

Stamps

for roturn answer, Write
names und addresses plainly.

AMERICAN PUBLISHING €O.,

161y Howard Street,

OMAHA, NEN,
..' '.“. lll:vwrlna or ecollecting,
—— pETIONCE BOL  BACEN-
sury. Btewdyomployment, Best terms, Write
Ut once and secure choloe of torritory,

ALLEN NURSERY C0., Rochrater, N. V.

To take Orders, No de-

'Seecrets of Romish

LAV

L}
L L

VLVLVBLL- VRN
You o buy this

Piano for $145

IF YOU BUY IT NOW,

1 has 10 oeiaven- it B jnehes high=ih

indihen boaig- nith Topn me-r!‘w
“-ﬁ‘w-“' " st Lvory Ress I

o bwaygtatel l‘umh!ﬂ-l A (hrough.

Il v wa unrant ¥ AN yeare

W il it el pennd VL o esde Ve

oo and m"-«u wnnlitul and esvellent #

I v ahe B e B e ‘hnh{ r Mer.

hatit 10 heodd and s wil] send 1ie plane ta

i 1 e el tor alver 18 e’ teial in youn

hestwe

w

#how ing olber prianos (o B o §1,5%0,

v wll] send veun FRER A M"llfuli'l\lllahlﬂw
L1

DON'T WALT TO CORRENPOND,
Pt vour moner e vour Merehant e o Rankor's bands and send 3our order at oo

This prrvee can ot Pommlon Tor o ver mpd & dnd

wdelny may e ah opportunity los,

BRSD YOUM ORDBER TO
§ MARCHAL & SMITH PIANO CO., 235 E. 215t St,, New York,
29 2999990999900

I & Book that eontalos the whole argument wgnlnst Romanlsm

pwtpald for S8C, by the Author
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AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO,,
16 6 Hownrd Steeet, Cinnhin, Nob
or, M7 Maln St Kansus Oy, Mo
of, Cor, Ulnrek nod Randolph, Ohlengo, TH, ‘

HOME-SEERERS EXCURSIONS
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TEXAS.

The Missouri Pacific Rallway will
sell round-trip tlekets to all points in
TEXAS ut one fare for the round trip,
on Mareh 18th, April 10th and May
8th, Tickets ure good for 50 days
mike the trip. Btop-overs sllowed,

Also on March 20th and gpril 24th
will sell round telp tlekets at one fare
to polots In southwest Missourl, to all
polnts In Lrkansas on the 8t. Louls
Iron Mountaln and Southern Rullway,
and quite & number of points In Mis
sisslppl and Alabama. For further In-
formution, address company's offlces,
northenst corner Thirteenth and Far-
nam streets, Omaha, Noh,
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MARIA MONK.

Paper Cover 50 Cents.
This Httle voltume telutes the terrible px-
perlency of w nun who was cooflned (o the
“Black Nunnery" of Motntrosl. 1L his probe
uwbly the lntgest sale of oy work of the kingd
over published, snd several

Attempts to Suppress It
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AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO.,
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Deeds of Darkness Exposed,

By REV. J. G, WHITE.

This excollent work dosly wit i he politiesl

tthods of the Homan CUstholie Chareh, [

contalns mueh food for thought nnd lukes

wisrin Amerionns will find 1t intorouting ronds
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