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THE CONSTITUTION IN THE PUB.
LIC SCHOOLS

The San Franviseo Argonaut prinis
the following article relative to the
constitmtion  in the publio sohools,
which oannot fall 1o be of Inlerest to
onr renders

Wide difference of sentiment exists
throughout the United States on the
subject of the Hible in the puble
sehools, and even Protestant clergymen
are divided upon it although the lnrger
number advoonte it, ax they contend
agninst the “Godless* schools. Ro-
man Catholies oppose the Bible in the
sohools, becanse it is the Protestant
Bible and not the Catholic Bible which
is ountemplated. Bot the great mass
of the people—Jows and Gontiles, de-
iuts, nthoists, non-believers, agnostios,
and others—are of the opinion that it
{& not the provinee of the publie schools
to tench religion, and that, therefore,
the Bible should not have a place
among the text-books, This is in ne-
cordance with the letter and the spirit
of the federal constitution, which de-
clares agninst *an establishment of re-
ligion," and forbids * prohibiting the
free exercise thereof."! Those who ery
out that “God is not in the constitu-
tion,” and ndvoente an amendment in
the groat charter exprossly recognizing
delty, in similar spirit demand the Bible
in the publie schools, which would in
effect lendd to the tenching of religion
more ot less of denominational or sec-
tarian form. The general and seoulnr
sontimoent Is that the teaching of re-
ligion in schools should be committed
to the Sabbath schools and the private
sohools especially intendad for the pur-
pose, In which the chililren are taught
in conformity to the religious belief and
desire of their parents,

There 18 n plane upon which all ean
stand and be in harmony, in connection
with Instruetion in the publie sehools,
free from sectarian influence and with
porfect equality, in keeping with the
duties of oitizensbip and without com-
plaint of taxation to support n public
institution with rules against their con-
solence on the part of any. Make the
constitution of the United States onn of
the olass-books for the publie schools,
and with 1t might well be taught sound
history of the republie.  John Van
Buren many years ago humorously and
wisely romnrkod that “ common sense
WAR 0L §0 common ns wis commonly
suppored.”  The remark will serve in
rolation to the knowledge of the nver-
nge oitizen In respect to the constitu-
tion and to Ameriean history.  Silas
Wright, nn eminent statesman, wfter
many yenrs in publie life, n sonator
from New York and governor of that
state, onee sald:  “No one familiar
with the affuirs of our government can
have fuilod to notice how large a pro-
portion of our statesmen appoar nevor
to have rend the conatitution of the
United States with a enreful reference
to ita precise langunge and exact pro-
vigions," and he continued, “it has
long been a favorite wish of mine that,
in our publie schools, the constitution
should be a elass-book, that it may be

THE AMERICAN.

Ilutvll\ and thoroughly understood by
those whin are o be the volers and
| ralers of the state,”  This ignoranee
of the constitvtion, as of Ameriean his
tory also, on the part of the people, is
more common than s gonerally sujps
posel. A consplonons instance of thia

own state in the econvention of 187K,
whioh framed the new consthtution
Of the one hundred and fifty-two deles
gates who composed that eonvention,
it is within the bounds of truth to say
that not one-fourth had definite or
practieal knwledge of the federal con-
stitution, and, in fact, one-ball of
them had never, apparently, read it—a
few of them sonld not.  Yet the votes
of these were equal to the votes ot the
very small number of those who had
rend, studied, nnd understood the con-
atitution. Moreover, these delegates,
densely ignorant of the constitntion,
had been chosen to re-feame the con-
stitution of California, to make and de-
elare the organic law of the state,

It is now the demand of eitizens gen-
erally that no slien shall be admitted
to citizenship unless he shall have rewd
and fairly understands the goneral
tenor of the federal constitution. This
should be the invariable rale, but it is
with indifferent grace that It can be
oxactod of aliens while so many adult
native and naturalized citizens, if sub-
jected to the same rule, would forfeit
the voting franchise. Make the con-
stitution a class-book of the publie
schools, anda every pupil attending
them would be Instructed in this first
regquirement of intelligent eitizenship.
It should be made obligatory by law
the duty of sehool boards nnd of teach-
ors to tesch the constitution from the
text of the instrument, and to impross
it upon their charges in the sehools,
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Men Wanted

The great want of the age I8 men;
men whe are not for sale; men whao
are honest, sound from centire 1o
ciroumference, true to the heart's core;
men who will condem wrong in friend
or foe, in thomsolves ns waell as others:
men whose consciences are a8 steady
s the needle Lo the pole: men who
will stand for the right If the henvens
totter and the earth recls;men whe onn
tell the truth and look the devl right In
the eye; men who neither flag nor
flineh; men who have sournge wite out
shouting,men in whom the currents of
everylasting life run stll, deep and
strongi men who do not ory nor enuse
their votees to bo honrd on  the streeis,
but who will not fail nor be diseaurnged
till judgement be sot in the enrth; mon
whe know fhoir messnge and tell it
men whe who know their place and il
them; men who will not le: men who
are not 1o lazy to work nor too prowd
to be poor; men thet are willing 1o ent
what they have enrned and wear what
thoy have pud for.—Exchange.
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Read the display lines of ‘Tue Amen-
CAN sdvertisemont In another column
a8 one paragraph,
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£50,000 to loan on Omaha Real K-
inte. IIME BAvVINGS DBANK,
1504 Farnam st.

-8 e

Through Pallman Palnes  Sleopers
between Denver and Now Orleans via

the Union Pacifie only.

general ignorance was shown in our \'

‘want and make a small payment on it

GET THE CREAM

O O Stoek ol ”"]1""." Cionds by making ot Seleetions
NH\\. ‘ll".i"'l' !lll' Illn- Is Illi'Li L]
Mot ?\llllwudnu-, and Bewilderingly Gorgeons Line of Plush
“ulnlh. 'I.H\-. I'H”-. Novelties amd “Hil-l:l_\ Gloods of l‘:\i'l'.\
. Pick ont what you
W Tuy at aside till
you call for it You thus get fiest chowee of onr l-i_s_:‘ stowk
without investing mnch money.

Speaking of Holiday Goods: what would make a more appro

Come i and Took over the

:Il‘it'!\ over ||'I'-|||=i.\m‘ west of "}lii’:lunl

|ll'iﬂh‘ _'_':ifI than a nice Plush Rockert We have them in endless
variety, and at prices which make them almost o gift 1o the
purchaser,

Nee our Christmas Shippers.,

W. R. BENNETT COQ.

1508 to 1514 Capital Ave,
RHODES & SIEVERS,
‘coaAL.

A WORD TO BUSINESS MEN. |—

We have just added a new, complete
job ofice to our plant and are preparod
to print office stationery, such as Bill
Heads, Lotter Hoads, Note Hemds, Cir-
culers, Statements, Business Cuards,
Blank Notes, Priee Lists anu Order
Blanks, on ono day's notice, No lock-
out in this oflice, Telephone 011,

wWOOD

[emoved to

ROOM 3
X1 Board of Trade Bldg.

I-':'gls( gESTE[]a

- . -
If you want to borrow money, apply :
to Motual Investment Co., 1504 Far-
nam street.,
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Cheap Rates to Denvar

JOHN RUDD,
Those desiving to visit Denver will

snon have a splendid opportunity, !\J =E W E L E R .

The Mining Congress will be held in |
the “Queen Qity"" Nov, 18th and 19th, |
and it s oxpected o great many win |
visit Denver and other Coloradu citjes
about this time, THY

For the especial necommodation of | IW 'Hm

these visitors the Umon Pacille hos

made o rate of one and one-third fare 34th St. and Ames Ave.,

for the round trip, QM AT A, ITEB.
Tiekets will be oo sale Nov. 16ih,

and will be good for return passugoe BO&]'[‘ a.[}‘.l Nl”‘ﬁiﬂg $5 wcﬂk

until and Including Dee. 6th, ' g

For further nformation regarding

time of trains, ete., npply to |

HARRY I DEUEL, |

'lfilr\' Pass, and Tieket Agent Unlon Pa-
olfie System, 1202 Farnam St
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A05 North sisteenth Stroet,

Watch Repn :'mrem'u!tgo.

TIATMENT FREE.

DR, W H, LANYON,

\PHYBICIAN AND SURGEON
|
N, W. Cor, 16th and Chieago,

Take the Burhington Route for ulI|

points Northwest, South, Edast and
\OFFICE HOURS, 310 5 and 7 to 9 p.m,

Waoat.  First-olnss service,
[ Telephone 747; Residencs 2711 Charlos

-a -

Subseribe tor 1ng AMERICAN

- 8 -

'Phone T AMenion, No. 011, and |
we will call and take your order for
anything you may want in printing nnd
stationery rupplios
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Protestantism has no prin-
ciples or consistency. It was
the creation of a drunken,

o to Denver on the Fast Vestibaled | LRI€UING and lustful mob, and
Expross of the Union Pacitie and par- | consequently must always act
tak of the elegunt meals servod In the o 4p0 oty diotates.~Omaha

Pallman Dining Car running on this :
train, Roman Catholic Organ.

A. M, CLARK,

PRACTICAL  PAINTER

Paperhanger
& Sign Writer

Paints, Oils, Brushes, Wallpaper, Curtains, Window Shades
Cornices, Poles and Fixtures,

107 South Fourteenth Street Owuha, Nob

Y




