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MORTGAGE
chattels. This law went into effect
June 1st, 1891, although in a number of
counties the keeping of the record was
not begun till later. In Gage county,
the third in the state in population, no
record of chattel mortgages has been

released in each county during tfto

year, also the total amount filed and
released in the state as a whole. The

right hand column shows the net in-

crease or decrease of all mortgages in
each county, also the total increase.
Where the record has been kept for
less than a year, the number of months
Is put just after tho name of the
county.

Before entering into a discussion of

the figures shown in tho record let us

Of Nebraska For the Tear Ending June

1st, '92, Taken From the

Official Reports.
kept. In Lancaster county, tho second

county in the state, this record has
only beeu kept for one month.

The deputy state commissioner of
labor has collected these reports from
time to time, and ente'red them in a

The Records Analyzed What They
Indicate An Appalling In.

crease of Chattel THE OFFICIAL MORTGAGE RECORD OF NEBRASKA FOR THE YEAR ENDING
JULY 1ST 1892.

A Complete Review of the Subject.

unknown. Persons of tho class usually
set down as "shiftless" arc exceedingly
fcarce.

Nebraska, with tho exception of a
few thinly settled counties, has a very
fertile soil. The climate is also very
favorable to agriculture, except that in
the western part of the state there is an
occasional droulh. Nowhere in tho
United States is there a climate more
favorable for outdoor work. Certainly
nowhere do tho farmers put in more

days' works in the year.
Nebraska has good roads at almost

no expense. Sho is well supplied with
good railroads that were cheaply built
and aro cheaply operated. In fact kind
nature and human effort have united to
create all the conditions necessary to a
prosperous, free and happy people.

It should also bo remembered that
LAST YEAR,

the period covered by this report, was a
season of good rains in all parts of the
state and good crops; also that prices
ranged higher than usual on account of
tho shortage of the previous year and
the great foreign demand. On tho
whole the year ending June 1st, '92,
has been the most favorable period tho
farmers of Nebraska have enjoyed for a
number of years,

THE GENERAL RESULTS.

shown by the record may bo summar-
ized af follows:
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183,453
2,696

This article is not a "calamity howl."
It'is a presentation of cold, stubborn,
indesputable facts. It deals with mat-

ters of official record. In it are pre-
sented facts which patriotic men can-

not afford to ignore; facts that cannot
ba b'own away with the blasts of ridi-

cule; facts that cannot be answered
with empty boasts of alleged pros-

perity.
The writer appeals to all intelligent,

patriotic citizens of Nebraska to read
carefully and consider seriously the
matters herein set forth without politi
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cal prejudice; and having done this, to

FARM MORTGAGES.

answer for themselves the question:
"What are we going to do about it?"

And he further challenges any man
to dispute the figures or overthrow
the conclusions contained in this
article.

THE MAIN QUESTION

NUMBER.

Piled, - - 24,538.
Released - 24,505

AMOUNT.

$22,401,741
17,094,905

5,300,770Increase 33
is not "How did the people get into rd kept.
debt?" but "What is the prospect of

106,619
1,685their getting out of debt?" The peo

100,341
ple of Nebraska do not want to repud 637,129

iate their debts, but to pay them. He
who asserts the countary is a slanderer
and a stranger to the truth.

No one will dispute the fact that the
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Adams
Antelope
Arthur
Banner
Blaine, lOmo's-Boon- e,

Urn's
Box Butte, lira's
Boyd
Brown
Buffalo
Burt --

Butler --

Cass --

Cedar, 10 ms
Chase
Cherry --

Cheyenne, 11ms-Cla- y

- -

Colfax --

Cumlng
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Saline --

Sarpy, 9ms --

Saunders
Scotts Bluff
Seward, 10ms
Sheridan --
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people have b3en getting deeper and
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deeper into debt for many years. At
the beginning of 1890 the people of this
state were carrying a mortgage burden
of $630. per family, saying nothing
about chattel mortgages. Such a sit
uation as this ought to startle and
arouse to action every man whose in
terest and sympathies are with the
people of Nebraska. There is but one

25.301
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thing that could possibly relieve the
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1(8.560
163,943
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, 88,135
375,960
257,129
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319.081
132.926
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523,870
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566.873

33,741
332,413
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5.664
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27,704
110.231
394.004
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179.413

appalling nature of such a situaHon,
and that is a turn in the tide. But in
vain have the people worked and wait
ed for that change. They have seen no
tarn for the better, and they havo only
heard of it in the pratings of

CITY MORTGAGES.

Filed - - 10,423 12,310,758
Released - 8,788 9,049,951
Increase - 1,035 ,3,200,807

CHATTEL MORTGAGES.

Filed - 115,373 22,915,155
Released -- 72,313 14,505,317

Increase - 43,000 8,349,837

Number of foreclosures on
farms 1,266

Number of foreclosures on town
or city lots 579

FARM MORTGAGES.

The total increase in farm mortgage
debts within the year is considerably
over four millions. This shows that
the farm mortgagee are not increasing
more rap'dly than in previous years.
In fact there may be a little falling off.
But this is exactly what might be 'ex-

pected. It results from the fact that
in many counties the farm mortgage
burden is already so heavy as to admit
of little or no increase.

The farm mortgages have increased
in seventy-tw- o counties and decreased
in only eighteen counties. The de-

creases are as a rule very small, but
the increases are generally large. It
is a very significant fact that the de-

creases occur in those counties which
are carrying the greatest burden of
debt.

This indicates, not an increase
OP prospebity, but an exhaustion
OF SECURITY.

This view of the fact is emphasized
by the fact that in the counties in the
southeastern part of the state the
oldest settled and most prosperous sec-

tion of the state the increases in farm
mortgages are large. But the most
significant fact, and that which abso--1

tablisb.es this position, is that
" teen of the eighteen counties showing

The mortgage record of the past year
is the last straw that will break the
back of hope for the reiiei without a
change of conditions. There is not in
tbis record a single encouraging fea
ture. There is not a peg on which to
hang a single hope. Every hgure is a

prophet of calamity.
19.957

637.5031
The mortgage like a hugh serpent is

slowly yet inevitably swallowing the
9.049,951 i 22,915.155 16.983.42014,565,31712.316,75822,461.741' 17,094,965Totals"homes and property of Nebraska. Un

NOTE: The minus sign ( ) in the last column indicates a decrease.
The chattel mortgage record was only kept in Lancaster county during May, 1892.less relief comes through changes in

our laws, it is only a question of time
when the home owners of Nebraska
will become tenants.

These may seem like strong state
ments, but let him who doubts them
examine the facts herein submitted.

THE NEBRASKA LAW.

take a glance at
NEBRASKA,

her soil, climate, and people, and see if
we can find thereto any adequate cause
for tho conditions shown by this
report.

Nebraska is one of the great states
of the Mississippi Valley. She has a

population of over one million. The
people are intelligent and industrious.

state mortgage record kept for that
purpose.

The table published in connection
with this article has been made up
from these records. It has been very
carefully prepared and verified.

WHAT THE TABLE SHOWS.

The mortgages are divided into
three classes, farm, city a ad chattel.
The table shows the amount .of

the mortgages of each class filed and

The legislature of Nebraska at its
last session passed a law requiring the

register of deeds in each county to keep
a tabulated record of the mortgages
filed and released, both real estate and urst chse in farm mnriannp thtr htutIlliteracy and pauperism are almost

Ichesfrfr


