
A BIT OF NEBRASKA POLITICAL HISTORY
Printingmittee did not dare to approach the judge

openly, so it arranged through a relative of

the judge to meet him. This relative made
the date, and on the evening in question
piloted the party to Judge Cobb's house.

Judge Cobb met the committee at the
door, ignorant of what it had to present to
him. After the usual greetings of the day
the spokesman of the committee brought
up the matter in hand, using diplomatic
language and avoiding as far as possible
all intimation to influence the judge's de-

cision. But it did not take Judge Cobb

long to see what was meant. He listened
just long enough to grasp the meaning of
the visit, then he arose, walked to the door,
opened it, and waving his hand towards the
street he said:

"Gentlemen, here is the door, and there
is the street. I bid you goodnight."

And without a word the committee filed
out, nor did Judge Cobb ask to remain the
relative who had arranged the

One of the most fruitful sources of news-

paper gossip in the history of Nebraska was
the famous Boyd-Thay- er contest in 1890.

But one of the most interesting bits of his-

tory about that famous case has never been

given publicity, and Will Maupin's Weekly
now tells the story for the first time.

Judge Amasa Cobb, a member of the su-

preme court, was the chief actor in the little
drama. After the contest was filed before

r

a decision in Thayer's interests. Be it said
here and now that Governor Thayer was
ignorant of the whole transaction. He may
have been the pliant tool of that little
coterie of political manipulators, but not
even Governor Thayer's bitterest enemy
ever charged him with being dishonest. This
little coterie finally decided that Judge Cobb
could be approached, not with a bribe but
with the plea that he ought to do something
for the party that had done so much for
him. At last a committee was selected to
broach the matter to the judge. The com
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JUST PONDER OVER THESE FACTS A BIT
The United States Steel corporation wrote

the iron and steel schedules of both the

Dingley tariff law and the Payne-Aldric- h

tariff law. . The corporation has recently
issued its annual financial statement in

pamphlet form. The customers of iron
and steel should study it well. The report
shows that wages in 1910 were slightly high-
er than in 1909, and that the volume of
business in 1910 was larger than the year
before. It also shows that while the price
of steel products, as a whole were somewhat,
less in 1910 than in 1909, the corporation's
profits were larger. This was due, in part,
to increased business. Where did the busi-
ness increase most? Its exports increased
21 per cent. Why? Because concessions
were made to the foreigner below the price
charged to the domestic consumer. By
selling at a lower price to the foreigner the
steel corporation increased its foreign busi-
ness 21 per cent and increased its profits.

What would have been the increase of
profits if the " same concessions had been
made on the lower price to the domestic con-

sumer? And if a fair profit is made on the
lower price to the foreigner, what is the
margin of profit on the vastly higher price
charged the domestic consumer? And if
the steel corporation can compete with the
foreigner in his own market, why grant it
tarriff protection in order that it may mulct
the domestic consumer? And, again, if in-

creased sales in free trade markets mean
additional profits, why not increased profits
in increased sales at a reduced price in a,
domestic market unhampered by artificial
restraints ? The Saturday Evening Post well
says :

"Sometime this side the millenium, we
expect, the chairman of the steel corpora-
tion will refer pityingly to the far, dark-ag- e

past, when the corporation was restricted
and crippled by the mistaken institution of
high protection."

A Wise Decision
The "Committee of Fifty," which has in

charge the "dry" campaign in Lincoln, has

very wisely decided not to run a petition
candidate for mayor. This leaves the ex-

cise question to be decided on its merits,
while the voters may decide as between
candidates with due regard to their fitness,
for the respective ffices. Whoever is

elected to the excise board its members dare
not. go counter to the expressed will of the
people. Any man who would do so would
be ostracized, and rightly. If a business
man he might as well lock up his place of
business and throw the key in the well.

The excise question is an issue by itself.
Let it be settled by itself. Let us select for
mayor and excisemen the men we be-

lieve are best fitted for the work we have
for them to perform. On the one side is
Alvin II. Armstrong, , a successful merchant.
On the other side is Robert Malone, a suc-

cessful contractor. Against the character
of either not one word can truthfully be
said. Which one do you believe best fitted
for the high office of mayor ? Wnile
pondering this do not let any question of
excise bias your judgment,

A Chance to Veto
Governor Aldrich ought to put his veto on

the garnishee law passed by the legislature.
Not because that law seeks to enforce the
collection of honest debts, but because it is
a species of rank injustice in that it excepts
wages from the list of exemptions. The
only effect of the law will be to fatten a lot
of shyster lawyers, annoy honest but unfor-
tunate men and drive many a worker out
of the state. It is class legislation run to
the extreme. Wage earners will not oppose
a law that removes all exemptions. Bat it
has, a right to oppose, a law that exempts
men not working for-wag- es but puts the-wag- e

earner at the mercy of greedy col-

lectors. If we must have a garnishee law
let us have one that puts all men on the
same basis.

DOINGS WHEN BRYAN AND HARMON MET
two came close together Governor Harmon
would lead off with a left hook to the jaw,
while Mr. Bryan countered with his left and

swung heavily to the stomach with his

right? Neither could they expect, by rea-

son of past actions, that Mr. 'Bryan would
kick Governor Harmon on the shins, while
the governor was pulling out a few of-th- e

hairs remaining upon the Bryan dome of

thought. Having met both of these esti-

mable gentlemen we are not at all sur-

prised that they smilingly shook hands.
Not since we have known them has either
one of them acted either like a barroom
bully or a spoiled boy. Both of them arer.
big, liberal, brainy men, and they acted just
like the gentlemen they always are under
any and all circumstances.

William J. Bryan and Governor Harmon
of Ohio were in Washington when the extra
session of congress convened. Both were
admitted to the floor of the house, one be-

cause he was an the other be-

cause he is the governor of a sovereign state.
Both were cheered to the echo by the demo-

cratic side. The cheering was redoubled
when the two met and smilingly shook hands.

Some have expressed surprise that Gov-

ernor Harmon should have taken the hand
of the man who has been rather free in his
criticisms of him. Others have expressed
surprise that Mr. Bryan should have taken
the hand of the man he has so severely
criticised.

But . what did these people expect ?

Surely they did not expect that when the


