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> . orably  €an papers in Nebraska of the awful
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e fnsion 1ore sneeeed in electing a
e for it Majority of the board of regents of
Y Om ! star: university. It is useless to
4| reprint tho awiul prophecies, they
et ell known to all the citizens of
easiyl Uie state. The people. notwithstand-
6n O I tiaose warnings, did elect a fusion
Lall | majority of Lhe board and the result
- ' hoen »university has taken
v houmd forward in Very i-fr' partment.
Iy The number of studants has increased
Y g ] bren added and
f fgor and enthusiasin
ne | A% imiversity never before
. What mav he expected of it
I e fut) 1 § athered from the
yI1} ¢ navcutral address by Chancellor Ab-
. ~ . \ 4 W selected 1o preside
~ . 1) ) ? ! f 1 5 il ol recents,
- . : In his inanevrn Wlress delivered in
{ O aritim on Saturday
orning. September 22 Dr lisha
nn A | sny 3 W b
[r. Pres 1. Regonts of the ['ni-
i 11 Sthdent and
i - idd Ghentiemen In
{ G ! H the naweanmers pres-
r t i fetars o pupils, T
thosc of voir whio have bheen here
| ¢ welcoime voun extend to
" . S 011 war for the first time.
\ do efl  2mong  yoru, we
bz ) i b aturalized in the com-
, i and i vote,. May the
now openinge be richer than any
I TIE ' n all the university's
It I “houll hbe, 1
i L ) all join n ‘B ovowing, it
1]
SR B Mo 0 permitted to address you to-
o o dav affords me wmre pleasure For
surs | have cherished an ambition to
} me 4 Nelbraskan, laving plans to
$ 1 1 long bLefore | had any expec-
( i 1 1 i membership in this univer-
y What seemed to me a peenliar
N\ i ~olidity of character in the people
’ ' the commonwezalth powertfully at-
) B ! I if the proverbial enchant-
: meail of distance possibly helpad orig-

tur- | inate this liking, the liking has been
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ought not to be done and things left
undone that ought to be done, said de-
tects being connected in a rather re-
mote way, if at all. with any class-

room work: and another part of it-to |
| alleged malfeasances in or concerning |
Let |

the university's teaching office.
1.5 consider first the statements affect-
ing our general wzlk and conversation.

Regarding the charge that American

university life is weak in influences of |

tlie moral order. the case is far from
being so bad as it is often represented.
Irreligion in institutions of learning is
rarer than formerly. and is decreasing
rather than increasing. It is certainly
less prevalent in university circles
than in other large aggregations of
vouth, and not more prevalent in state
than in denominational
colleges. To read the relizious statis-
ties of this university for last yvear vou
would think we were the collegium d=
propaganda fide for the entire western
hemisphere. Explain it how yvou will,
the fact is that the relizious element
in a community is the part which fur-
most of the nniversity and col-
students. Moreover, owing to a
happy change in the spirit of science

nishes

1 -
jexve

aund in. the spirit of religion. the
s¢aisay betweeon these two vital in-
{erests at universities as in the gen-
eral world of thought is less and less

angry as the vears pass, sCiencd
ing devout and religion comprehensive
and sweet,

What has been said in regard to re-
ligion is nearly as true of morality. It
must bhe admitted that forms of im-
morality flonrish in certain universi-
ties. This is due, however, not to any
cause intrinsically connected with uni-
versity life. but to dangerous infiuence

of our time in society at large. The
vast fortunes possessed by many fam-
ilies foster aristocratic feeling and
other viclous sentiments, When

scions of such families enter the uni-
versity tiley not only bring with them
whatever vieces they may already have,
but often use the freedom of their new
life to nurse those vices into greater
vigor. But such manifestations of evil

are local. With all due allowance for
them where thev exist, it will still

have to be admitted that the main ten-
dencies at 'work in the university do-
main make for morality.

A well known fact shows this, Very
few college graduates permanently o
Find a graduate of an Ameri-

’mn university anywhere and vou are

| follow.
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No doubt these (ritics greatly exag-
corate the evils which they allaege, and,

1 ] ] ) I and women 4 [ th
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rearly sure to find a pillar of society,
A man or a woman who is upright,
trustworthy, publie-spirited, philan-
thropic, a good example for youth to
This fact is explained in part
by the large proportion of vice proof
young people
who enter upon advanced study, but
the generalization could not be so
sweeping as it is did not university in-
fluences themselves reinforce morality
rather than break it down. Were uni-
versities hot-beds of vice, as they are
represented.’ did they in
any degree approach this character,
their graduates, however exemplary on
entering, would not turn out so well
as they actually do in thelr mature
Veurs.
After all

% e S R
spntative

while a vouth in a
\merican university
ject to no moral stiain which he
likkely escape elsewhere aud is

repre-
is sub-
would

likely

to be by his university experience
moraily strengthensd in many vital
points, it cannot be denied that most
of our educational institutions come
short of utilizing fully the advantages
which they naturally pesses for the
creation of moble character in then
sindents. Considering plasti¢ age
du hich they » voung peopls
n ree th much whicl they
chieve f{or tlem morally is far less
than they might achieve. 1 intensely
reprobate the view, said to have been
expressed by the bead of one univer-
sitv. that we are not responsible for
the moeral welfare of onr pupils. our

work for them being purely intellect-
ual. This university president
have had main reference to graduate

students engaged in technical and pro- !

fessional study Even so, 1 think him

wrong. With undergraduates, ot any
rate, we fail in doty unless to the ut-
termost of onr power we aid them to
form richt and strong characters. The

public expects this service of us and

has a right to =xpect it How quickly
rnd fatally our patronsige would faill
off should we renounce this part of our
1ask! University authorities do not
renounce it: they dare notl: they try
to fulfill it. 1 do not underestimate

the efforts they are making here. hut
[ feel that they onght to accomplish a
great deal more,

The university must be as free from
narrowness and partisanship in
moiral attitude as in ite presentation
of secientific truth No one wishes it
tunrned into a Sunday school or into a
Salvation army But there are
rertain moral resources not ohjection-
alle to any., on which
might draw far more copiousl)
most have vet drawn,

Instruetion in ethics could he

COrps.

universities

than

made

more inspiring, practical and conerete. |

f! T
a pure-
way, in

Professorships could be created
siving instruetion. of course in
ly scientific and non-sectarian

0ld and New Testament literature—
that series of atcient tractates
rammed with moral life far bevond |
most else which men have written.

I have often reflected, moreover, on
the valuable moral lessons latent in
many piresent courses of university in-
struction and waiting only to be
lated and made patent. | wish that ev-
student were obligzed to
on the chepter ent:
“*Habit™” in William James® Psych
ogy. Political economy likewise has
many deep moral bearing. particularly

col-

ery

examinanor

b

on the s=uhbject of temperance. The
science abuts upon ethics at various
points. The question whether an op-

eration is economically productive or
the reverse often turns wholly on the
answer vou give the other guestion,
whether or not the operation conduces
to man’'s moral weal.

ZrowW- |

may

its |

: Certain physi-
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| from vital statistics speak eloquentiy
| for morality in weighty personal and
social partienlars. Every now and
{ then occur within the university or
aear enough to arrest the attention of
all students events furnishing impres-
sive texts for momentous lessons in
| conduct. Such ocecasions should be
utilized. it seems to me. hy earnest
worrds from the university rostrum.

[.et each member of the teaching
force interest himself
thie pupils whom he instructs or knows
and encourage them to resort to him
fo~ advice in afTairs of conduct. When
they come, as most of them will, do
not fear to counsel them in detail
[ about right living, sound habits and
|.20]id character—those conditions on
which so infinitely more depends than
on mere scholarship.

If I dwell on this subject it
, cause of its general, not hecause of its
local importance. Far from regarding
the means of moral grace unusually
necessary here. 1 consider them much
less needed here than at most unlver-
sities. The earnest character of
students draws me to this university

its

as hardly any other consideration
could. ©Our students have throngh-

out the country a high reputation for

personally in |

is be- |

their zeal and sincerity in pursuit of |

university aims,
“effete’” parts of our land, if T may so
speak. many pupils in institutions of
this grade have to be coaxed and urged
to their tasks, the students of the uni-
versity of Nebraska are it possible al-
most too serious in their determina-
tion to profit by their residence here.

Nhereas in the more |

| County Supplement.

They use the university for genuinely |

intellectual and moral aims. not for
any of those more or less reprehensible
side purposes which s¢ attract young
people to college in some localities.
All have heard of *salt water col-
leres' and “fresh water colleges.”
fortunately thera are also “cologne
water colleges,” which many patron-
ize: institutions of learning where de-
votion to mental growth has far less
to do with giving tone to student life
than sociality, even conventional so-
ciality and conventional sociality of

douhbtful character The social side
of life is certainly important, and I
cshould be the last to disparage the

proper furtherance of it; srill a uni-
versity career ought not to be pri-
marily dedicated to social development
however good, but to interests which
are directly mental or moral, or both.

The evil sociality complained of is
not to be put aside by deerying social-
ity. but by proper attention to social-
ity of the right sort. Co-education is
fulfilling a great funetion in produc-
ing thig. Our studies in sociology are
helping to the same result hy another
path. Cultivate the democratic, by
which I mean the republican, tenden-
cies in every student body so that no
sharp separation of social classes shall
ever appear therein. We do not want
levelling, bunt we do want the most
ferfect possible sympathy among hu-
man beings, however variously born
into life or circumstanced in life. At-
tention to music and the fine arts, hap-
pily encouraged now in and abount all
our progressive universities, is valua-
ble both socially and morally. One

in the fine arts to feel the influence of
their neighborhooed in elevating and
enriching his nature.

Crities of university life not seldom

sneer ot the zeal. now so ardeat in
most American instisutiong of learn-
ing. for physical education. This en-

thusiasm for physical training 1 rezard
as almost wholly gocod.

Nothing of course ¢an be more ridie
nlous than folly of such students
their main busi

e

mnastics

d4S Inane £7
1

ness at university. If anyv have
¢come among us with sueh a purpose
let them this very dayv change it or
else buy tickets for home. College

sport is good within limits and in its
place as a means of physical and men-
tal hiealth and to large life. In this it
is like eating: we eat to live, we do
not live to eat.

It is a great mistake to suppose the

henefits of physical exercise by stu-
health and mental alertness for
the time being. These benefits reach
incalculably far and are of the most
varfed value. Systematic bodily ex-
ercise in college often cures grave and
even congenital ailments. [t relieves
many complaints which c¢annot be
cured. It wards off physical and men-
tal ills to which persons of a sedentary
life are especially prone. It lengthens
the active vears and the total vears of
men and women who are free from
specific diseases. It lessens in vio-
lence. in frequeney and in duration
| sueh attacks of illness as befall quite
strong people. It puts ease and cheer
into hard work and good temper into
all the relations of human beings. It
| tends to impart permanent strength,
| sanity and order to the mind and to
develop that firmness of will without
which, particularly in the great erisis
of life, the most gifted of mortals be-
| come the sport of fate.

in schools whose pupils are mainly

from cities careful physical training
is certainly necessaryv. City youth are
very api to be ill-developed in their
vital parts. Even if they romp and
play much, which many of them will
not do, they rarely engage in the
strenuons  exercises needed to steel
the muscles of heart, lungs and dia-
phram. For most farmers' sons and
Jdaughters this result is produced by
the hard work they do. making that
work a blessing for which they ought
to be devoutly grataful. Mest city
| voung peopie coming to the university
still have time to perfect their physi-
cal condition, but not one in a hun-
| dred of them will take the proper
means to this end save under some
sort of university impulse either from
a faculty rule or from a student cus-
tom.

Let not country youth imagine that
they neesd no prompting of such a na-
ture. The yvoung man or woman from
the farm requires to continue arnd to
systematize bodily exercise; else bane-
ful if not fatal weaknesses will occur
in special parts, or a general break-

their
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down, recovery proving impossible. 1
have known many cases of early death
on the part of Titans who came to
college from rural homes. Strong,
they fancied that they must continue
Sad illusion; they had heen ac-
customed to taxing exertion and the
sudden and total remission of this
proved fatal,

Regular drill in the gymnasium is of
course to be highly prized. All stu-
should utilize the gymbpasium
long enough to he tanght where they
are wealk and to obtain the idea of
system fn schooling the body. But
outdoor exercises should aiways be in-
dulged in as often as possible for the
henefit of fresh air and partly to se-
cure the invaluable zest of play. Ta
perfect this zest of play 2 certain num-
ber of match games, duly regulated,
are not only admissibkble, hut desirabile.
I therefore approve under reasonahle
regulations all the usual forms of col-
lege sport—track athletics, tennis,
baseball, basket ball, football and row-

mg—though rowing is mnot to be spe- |

cially commended, partly because few
can engage in it and partly because
it it not a safe sport for matches.

At the risk of being thoughkt queer,
I am going to commend, particularly
to such as do not play ball or tenuis,
certain outdoor exercises which per-
haps cannot be made very popular, but
can be made exceedingly useful. It is
not golf or cycling that I have in
mind. Both these I dare say are praise-
worthy. but each requires an outfit of

some cost. and also, most seem to
think, its own uniform. The exer-
cises whiech I should like to “boom’™

are slow running, walking, especially
with some object in view aside from
mere excrcise, and the accurate throw-
ing, either of balls or of pebbles. 1
wish these exercises might become
fashionable like golf. They call for
no outfit, no speecial uniform, no ele-

| voice to proelaim it.

| and
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’rorth here. KEven the most arbitrary

governments have sought to gfuard It
in their schools, The argument has
been ably gone over point by point
hundreds of times. But there are two
remarks which I beg to emphasize.
One is that the entire community
needs to have university teaching un-
biased and cannot but suffer from a
gag policy. When shall we learn whut
all history so clearly teaches, that the
real foe of progress is never the in-
novator--the man wishing to force
into bellef and practice his mistaken
ved idea. The quack, the har@-brained,
gab-gifted fellow Thas little power.
LLike the wind, he bloweth where he
listeth: ye hear the sound thereof,
but cannot tell his point of departure
or where he will bring up. Why should
such a man be tormented before his
time? The real foe of progress is the
well-meaning, stolid, insightless, lead-
en-minded conservative, who aeems
each new idea a crime—the creature
against whom Shakespeare warns us
in the passage:
“What custom wills, in
should we do't,

all things

The dust of antique time would lie
unswept

And mountainons error he too highly
heaped

For truth to o'erpeer.”

The professor’s privilege of declar-
ing in a proper manner what he bhe-
lieves to be the teachings of science—
this# personal prerogative is therefore
not the main thing. The regrant, the
towering consideration is the public
welfare. The world cannot afford that
any truth or any representation which
an intelligent and honest teacher be-
lieves to be the truth should be fore-
ibly kept under cover. Part of what
professorg teach may Dbe false of
course. All the more let it be aired
that it may he refuted and we know
its untruth. If the teaching is tha
truth, all agree that it ought to bha
published, though the whole world at
first deride the prophe: who lifts his
The more any
theory snubs our preconceptsnsg tha
more ought we to wish it opened tn
the world and put to proof.

My other remark isg that stute uni-
versitiee are more than any other
bound to stand for academic liberty
against whatever influences threaten
to lessen this. Says Henry C Adams
in his recent work on the “IFunctions
and Revenues of Government)':

“It. is essential for the modern stats
to support public instruction, bhecauss
there is no other way to guard against
the fading of its ideals through tha
rise of an aristocracy of learning. It
is matural that institutions that look
to the Wealthy for further endowments
shuould be influenced in their admin-
istration by the intcrests of the
wealthy class; and it requires no great
insight to perceive tha* the final re-
sult of exclusive realiance npon private
Lenefactions for any phase or grada
of education will be that the instruc-
tion provided will not only reflect the
interests of a class, but will be con-
Gned to a class. * * * A state
which aims to perpetuate democracy
cannot decline to make ample provi-
sion at public expense for all phases
forms of education In no gther

way can a system of public instrune-

| tion. which is by far the most potent

gantly graded and kept grounds, and |
they are suitable for well people of

either sex, whether older or yvounger.
As already hinted. the benefit of
sound physical education reaches be-
yond the body. Many sports prevalent
in universities are of extraordinary
intellectual value. Football
this respect. Good play proceeds much
more from than from muscle.
The same is truc to a considerable ex-
tent of baseball and tennis. Nearly all
earnest sport properly ~arried on also
has immense moral value for all par-
ticipants. It develops independence of
action. the sense of individual respon-
silvility and at the same time fits for

DYE1T

Jjaint activities co-operation and
obedience to authority It cultivates
the will, particularly the power of

instantaneous decision. It
sense of fairness, It imparts moral
poise, the abhility to be fair when un-
ider powerful provoecation to take ad-
vantage.

On the whole,
mtelecinal

trains the

then, while the non-

excels in |

| mounstrons &in,

| common school teaching,

features of hnigher educa- |

tion are to some extent out of order in |

nniversities, the shortcoming is less
serious than many suppose, while the
best institutions are rapidly remedy-
ing and removing it. Meantime a good
part of what is blamed is not blame-
worthy, but deserving of praise,
Theive are some criticisme of
other stripe which perhaps we cannot
quite so successfuliv  meet, those,

namely, alleging faults in the mentzl |

work done at universities: teachers'
halting and wry modes of presenting
truth. errors into which pupils are
suffered to fall in connection with
their choice of studies; and various
distempers mental and moral of which
it is said pupils are permitted to be-
come the vietims through their intel-
lectual pursuits.

There is a widespread beliaf that

| - s . . -
{ university teaching on certain subjects

is here and there biased, perverted,
dishonest, not reflecting the best re-
sults of scientific investigation. but
shading, ignoring of suppressing these
at the belhest or powerful interests,
social, monetary or political. That a
university mayv get pus in its blood in
this way professors need not be thrust
out of their chairs or formally muzzled
iherein. Pressure so silent that the
vietim is unconscions of it will suf-
fice, and it is in this guiet way that
freedom in teaching is most otten de-
stroyedu. This evil has not pone far
an] there is no danger of its becom-
ing general in the Unitcd States; but
the malady is in its nature so terrible
{hat 2 single case of it or even the
threat of such may weall prompt pre-
caution. like the rumor that a chol-

era ship has cleared for America from
a foreign port.

How ineffably important, how vital
dberty of teaching is 1 need not set

A
!

an- |

agency in  shaping civilization, be
brought to the support of democracy.”

Another indictment relative to uni-
versity teaching touches the manner
tather than the matter of it, and it
has, I must say, » good deal of justi:
fication. If college and university
reachers could be brought to honest
confession nearly all would in sack-
cloth and ashes plead guilty to one
that »of inattention to
principles. The recent
interest which
whole field of
has appar-
ently left the sand-wastes of higher
instruction-giving as arid as ever. |
do not mean that we have not re-
formen the curriculum. for we have,
We have also improved our scholar-
ship, our acquaintance with our sev-
eral departments. But a capital short-
coming continues in the fact that we
resolutely spurn the ar. of imparting
knowledege. The ew wlo teach thor-
oughly well éo so. I fear, more by

pedagogical
flood of pedagogical
has so refreshed the

nnate knack than by rationally ac-
quired method, while those of us
gifted with no sueh k:ack, however,
well we do, fall far =hort of ideal
SUUCeSE, '

How few incstructors cultivate goorl
voice or expressive gestures; how
many enunciate poorly and use the
nose &8 a voeal organ There is in
imost university ieaching litule effors

duly to intersperse serious wich light-
€1" malter in order to arouse and con
serve interest, little planning to util-
ize Lo the utmost every class-room per-
10d, not wasting 2 second.

Suppose o of us selecta] by lot
were to be wed questions like the
following? W\hat is the psychological

crder of presenting yvour several topics
in such or such a course taught hy
von? Waich among these topics do
von most emphasize and why? How
and how freguently de you have the
class revi-w? What is the true end
or a4im to be ! 2d in view in an examin-
ation, and. what =ort of an examina-
tion ought to be set ‘n order to com-
pass that end? 1 am afraid that many
a professor thus catechised would be
found rather badly at sea.

Again, at what stage in the average
pupil’s advancement does the general
use of inductive teaching become safe?”
1 have a feeling that in work for the
bachelorship inductive teaching, that
is, the investigator's melhod as con-
trasted with the expositor's method, is
too common, and that this accounts
for muech of students’ inab’lity to
grasp large or complex subjects firm-
ly. I should be only ton glad to have
+he suspicion confirmed or refuted, but
can find few who have glven the
problem thought. We are, to be sure
devoting much time—possibly toe
much—to graphic methods, projection
and the like, but the general subject

(Continued on page 10.)




