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HELEN'S GRASS PLOT.

It Was Quite Pretty Until Her Pet
Weorms Interfered with Her Suo-
oeus s A Gardener,

Helen loved to play on the grasa, and
18 troubled her greatly when it became
hard and dry and brown in winter,

How unpleasant it looked! In some

it wan “frost-bitten,” in others
looked as if “the moths had been at
it,” Helen said. There were great bare
plsees, sometimes as big as your hand,
sometimes a foot square, all over the
that used to be mo pretty last
une, Bomebody suggested: “Why
mot have a grass plot in the houwse?"
That was & fine idea! Auntie had
her flowers, mamma had her birds. A
little girl surely could take care of a
gmass plot!

A box was procured, about four by
three feet, and in it the earth was care-
fully prepared and grass seed planted.
After some days the tiny green spears
began to appear, until, before Ionn—-
oh, joy in the house and in Helen's
window!—there wus o lovely green
grass plot. A charming expanse of col-
ors, and Helen kept it there in good
condition all winter,

Bhe watered it regularly, kept it in
plenty of sun to “help the water to
make it grow.” She cut it at eertain
intervals all over with auntie's scis-

"Hl'..l.l:..\ B GRASS PLOT.”

mors.  And one day when the door was
#bhut she indulged a  long-cherished
wish,

Bhe planted her small feet carefully

up ind down on the soft grass, walling

on grass as tender and yielding as i

the month were May aod not Junuary
She was very careful when she did

this, because, to Ielen's delight, two
lovely brown worms had come to live
in her grass plot. Where
from nobody knew, but
there! And Helen ometime
“'ll:'l.v lil’ﬂ:.‘lu'li n lew eronmhbs for themn
nong the grass, where no doubt the
worms discovered them,

There I8 some reason to think that
the worms belicved that the gross plot
and the sun and the we

they eang
were

% considers

they

iter and lielen's

bread crumbs were all intended for
thelr sole benefit, and that to moake
them n comfortable home was Helen's
only duty. This was Helen's iden, for

the worms grew quite fat and bold;
and finwlly Helen was quite willing to
have them put oot into the garden to
hide themselves as best they could inn
eofMier. They were too conceited and
peeded punishment. But that is the
way with worms! —Drooklyn Eagle.

Full Defies a Locomotive,

While & gang of workmen were re
puiring the track on the main line of
the Pennsyivania cailroad, a large Gull
made its appearance and scattered
them in every direction. Forabout half
an hour there was o running tight be-
tween the men and the bull. He was im-
pervious to showers of rocks and ap
occaxfona! crack from n shovel, and

finally the men were foreed to reireat |

up an embunkment, Just then a heavy
freight train hove in sighi. nnd the
bull stationed himself in the middle of
the track, The engineer blew a warning
blust: the bull, acéepting this as a chal-

TOOK MEAN REWARD.

Seldier Who Wrentled with Peter the
Great, and Threw Him, Claimed
san Igmoble Privilege.

One of the stories of Peter the Great
which is current at the court of Bt. Pe-
tersburg is of the great czar's wrestling
match with a young dragoon. Once in
the imperial paluge—so the story goes
—Peter was at table with & great many
. princes and noblemen, and soldiers
were posted within the ball. The czar
was In & joyous mood, and, rising, called
out to the company: “Listen, princes
and boyars. Is there among you one
who will wrestle with me to pass the
timeand amuse theczar?" There was no
reply, and the czar repeated the chal-
lenge. No prince or nobleman dared to
wrestle with his sovereign. But all at
once & young dragoon stepped out from
the ranks of the soldiers on guard.
“Listen, orthodox czar,” he said, 1 will
wrestle with thee!” “Well, young
dragoon,” said Peter, ] will wrestle
with thee, but on these conditions; If
thou throwest me I will pardon thee;
but, if thou are thrown, thou shalt be
beheaded. Wit thou wrestle on those
conditions ?"

“1 will, great czar!" said the soldier,
They closed, and presently the soldier
with his left arm threw the ezar, and
with his right he prevented him from
fulling to the ground. The sovereign
wans clearly beaten. The czar offered
the soldier whatever rewnrd he should
claim, and he ignobly elaimed the priv-
ilege of drinking free, ng long as he

lived, in all the inns belonging to the |
crowit, What Leeame of him history |
does not say.

SOME NEW WINDMILLS. |

! They Can Be Made of Playing Cardns,
| Postnl Cards, Feathers nand
| Other Trifles,
Everyone knows liow to make tlw"
| simple windmillby cutting ihto the cor-
ners of a square piece of paper and
| bending the ends in, sticking a long pin
i through the center and the end= on a |
| piece of wood,
[ I, now, you want to make a wind-
| wheel, tnke a clrenlar piece of paper
five inches in diameter, and,
compuss, Jdr
from the outside

nsing yous

iw a cirele in it one inch

'hen draw o dozen

lines from the center to the inner cirele:
cutl wlong these lpes with koife or geis
sors and then bend the ends out, tuk-
ing care 1o hend ench alternate end in
the opposite direetion. Then you have

windwheel wh will revglve per
ectly in the slieMitest breeze.,

Anotler kind of windmill can be made
ant al a cork and o Tew hen Fosihnes,
Bore holes into the cork at eqgunl di:
tances from ench other and stick the
feathers into the bholes. Then bore the

"“i

NEW '!'U’i WINDPMILLS

cork lengthwise and put o hairpin
through, giving it a little bend so that
the vork canuot touch the
which it is stuck to serve asxa hundle;
| and now you have a feather windmill.
A windmill with five wings can be
| ensily made out of an old postal card
| First fasten a hoop of wood 1o a stick
| (& shown in the ilustration) and then
| eut out five eircles from the postal eard
as large as you can, Slit the eircles at

wood into

characteristivs.
excels ip one particular will fall short
in another, so that in determining
which breed to sclect the purpose for
which the fowl is wanted should always
be considered. |

The Langshan chickens lay best in
the winter. They lay a good number
of eggs. are of good size, mature early
and are an excellent table fowl.

The Brahmas come next to these, the
light colored variety being considered
superior to the dark.

Of the four varieties of Cochins, the
partridg‘f is considered the best for
layers, the buffs the best for table
fowls, the whites and blacks following
next. One advaniage with both the
Cochins and Brabmas is that they are
easily confined.

The Plymouth Rocks are good layers,
good table fowls, good foragers, and, |
like the Wyandottes, are good genersl
purpose fuwls, excelling in no one par- |
ticular, but hard to beat on the farm.

Leghoras, Minorcas, Spanish, Anda-
lusians and Hamburgs are the best lay-
ers, are not setters, but are very poor |
tahle fowls.

The Houdans, and, in fact, the whole |
Frenchyclass, are fair layers and "'l
cellent table fowls.

The gdmes are considered as among |
the beat, If not the best, us table
fowls, and are fair layers.

The Polish and Hamburgs are per-|
sistent layers, but are very poor table |
fowls.

The Leghorns cannot be exeelled for
laying, but they are small and not good
table fowls., The brown Leghorns lay
the most eggs, the white Leghorps,
Minoreas, Spanish and Houdans lay
the largest eggs.

The Javas are an excellent table fow!
and fatten very readily. When bred
for an especial purpose and not car-
ried any further than the first cross,
cross breeding may be made profitable.
But if carried farther, using a cross-
bred is breeding back, and it is largely
on this account that eross-breeding is
objectionable.

To produce a fine table fowl, cross a
strong, full-breasted pit game cock
with Dorking hens; this produces o
table fowl almost equal (o a turkey.

A good cross to produce good layers
of medium size ix that of the brown
| Leghorn cocks with Partridge (aehin
hens, or-a white Leghorn cock with a
light Brahma hen.

One of the best erosses for market
chickens is a Plymonth Nock cock with
Brahma or Cochin hens,

To secure good table fowls, and also
combine good laying qualities, cross a
Houdan eock with Langshan hens, One
result of this cross will be dark va:q
but the flesh will be white,

To produce a brond of good lavers, the
eres being of extra Inree
black Spanish cocks with
hens,

To produce n good market fowl, one
that fattens readily, a
fined

k‘i;‘-.-_ Cross

Langshan

nud is easily eon-

Jeross a Prahma cock with par
tridee Cochin heps
To produee ithe best settine hen, o
that will remaio in t]..- st. 1 1tch “-"
and prove o oood me |}nr carine well
for her chickens, oross a nit gnme cock
with partridee Corhin hens, This er
\\:|"- nleo produce eood table fowls, In
all breedine, eare iy seleetl e the hest
is important if the hest resulls are

wiunted.—8t, Louls Repnhlie

FOR DRESSING FOWLS

Method That Permits Al the Fenath-
ers Neing Saved Withoat Any
Solling Whatever.

The tilting table here shown is just
big evough to hold a fowl firmly be
tween the side boards, with its head or
neck down thirong h the opening, so that

TABLE

SLOVING

no blood will get vpon the table or the
feathers be kept
clean and sold i.uu at a low price
the feathers from large flocks make
pot o little addition o the profit side
of the necount. This method permits

Fhe latter ean thus

| the Teathers being saved without any
| soiling

the
Orange

whutever
highest price is
Judd Farmer,

consequently
obtained.

Eneh Breed Uns Advaninges,
I is doubiful if anyone ean correctly
select the “best breeds™ of fowls with-

lenge, sent back a deflant bellow. Then | four equi-distant points, turn the rudq' out having the same claim made just us
inward and outdverd alteru: iely, smhi carnestly for a dowen other breeds

there was a collision. The train went
on serenely, while the bull—where was
that misguided animal? Then the men
enme down the embankment and re.
sumed work.

Seoateh Whipping Machine,
_ If you were a Scoteh boy and were in-
elined 1o get into mischief you might
appreciate the valu
vented Scotch machine.

ly.

thrashing in  itself.

el

{f a recently in-
! It is a device
g m whipping young folk who have been
It is said that this ingenious
ne works like a charm and will
jurn ont more well-punished boys in an
1 the average person could at-
day, The machine is in op-
the town of Alrdrie. The
ini that the boys make who have
n bire by the machine iz that
'\b M lla'u' passes hetween the
m and ench one of them feels like
y Four
= 0 prEtty severe punishment
. The lads about the town
frie are said to either be growing
, ter bebaved or are moving o anoth-
-'-,* hﬂ of Scotland.

the ends to the ceoters by o pin and |
put them om the hoop at equal dis
tonees, and you bhuve a fine windmill
with five parts.

Take a emull cigar box and fusten the
two ends of a spool. baving a little
picce of wood fized in rach. A second
piece of wood serves ar the axle of the
mill on which a whole spool revolves,
to which little bits of wond are glued.

Four holes are bored in the spool,
Into which little sticke are fostened.
On the outer ends of these sticks
fasten playing eards or other bity of
stiff pasteboard, to serve an the wings
of the windmill, and you have the finest
boys’ vrlndml]l ever built, Hoxton
Globe.

Dolly Wan m Oheiilent.

A little four-year-old mi & was over-
heard talking to her favorite doll that
had nccidentally lost an arm, thereby
exposing the sawdust. “Oh, youn dear,
good, obedient dolly! [know I told you
to chew your food fine, but I had no idea
you wonld chew It as fine ax that”

~

Some breeds may have eertain advan.
| tages, but it will also have its disadvan.
tages. Each breed may be said (o have
only one dominant talent.
gains ip one direetion il may lose in an-
| other. After all, there world not be ten
egps differentin a year between the best|
and the most inferior (if they conld be
discovered), with all conditions alike.
The man who will elaim any ove breed
an the bexi izsues a direct challenge te
all other bhreeders.— American Garden-
ing.

The Galn of a Chieh.

The question of how much will a chiek
gain is an interesting one, says Poultry
Wesl. The following is about eorreet:
The eggs weigh two ounces; the newly
bhatehed chick weighs 13, ounces; at
one week old, two ounces; three weeks
old, 61, ounces; four weeks old, ten
ounces; five weeks old, 14 ounces; six
weeks old, 184 ounces; seven weeks
old, 2314, ounces; nine weeks old, 52
ounces; ten weeks old, 38 ounces; 1)
weelks ald, 41 onnees,

| slope of the roof should be six feet long

‘ would need three of them. The parti-

| de all of the feeding in the scratching

| the sun will shine in it and keep it dry

'E. E.

What it

FARM POULTRY HOUEE.

A Cheap and Convenlen| Structure,
=ith Seratehing Pen, Large |
Enough for Fifty Hemna.

A subscriber at Sidney, O., asks fora |
plan for a house that will accommodate
50 hens, with a scratching pen at-|
tached. He says it must be cheap as |
well as convenient. 1 present the plan
of u house that | think will be suitable.
The seratching pen is under the same
roof and is separated by only a wire or
lath partition, shown at A. 1o this pen
nll feeding should be done. The size of
the house is 16x20 feet and nine feet at
the highest point of the roof. The front

FARM POULTRY HOUSE.

(A, Beratching Pen; B, Roosts; C, Poultry
Doors; D, Inside Doors; V, Vutllltor)

to accommodate a hot-bed sash, and
tions should divide the bouse into four
equal parts, a scratching pen and a
roosting and nest room on each side,
Place the water, ground bone and
gritéin the rovosting or nest room and

room, and also keep the dust bath in
this room right under the glnss so that

and warm. For cheapness and dura-
bility I would cover the roof with Ne-
ponset roofing and paint it well; board
up the sides and ends and batten the
eracks.

This style of 8 houre s the most
roomy and convenlent of any I know
of, and almost any farmer can build
' one, To start one, draw your plans,
first, fo a seale and see how your lum-
ber will cut to advantage. Hang a cab-
bage or other vegetabler in the roost
room so that the fowls can pick it from
the roost board and the floor, and fall
off once in awhile for exercise.
plans are plain and self-explanatory.—
Page, in Ohio Farmer.

A WORD ABOUT QUEENS.

Every Colony of llees Shounld Recelve |
n New One Defore the Prin-
elipnl Flow Beglns,

The bright apiarist requeens colonies |
of bees almost every _\'t‘ur. While queens |
may live three or four yesrs, and in
sonie ease even five years, yet they out-
live their usefuiness and are not nearsn

| prolific the second yeur us they are the

first and seldom prove profitable the
third .year of their lives. [t is true
there are some exceptions, but the above
is the peneral rule, Old
quit luying eges entirely

EES

gqueens usunlly

ot the vlose ¢

the honey senson during the fore part of
the summer, and evep il the honey flow
continues well on in summer they will
check nan ege roduction. While g 1
young queens lay more eggs during the
honey secasan than old ooes. they cor
timae to lny vgos all snmmer Lo soMMeE X
tent and in suviumn months brood witl
be found in their combs, hence
enlonics nre in the Lest condin

cessfull |_|-I|!-|;-‘.1|| winl
ways come out stronger in the .L_'-'7|.;.

f)1111|lhli~l“ o u-lllrt 1 VAT,

and will deposit cogs 1r\11f-(1: on el
NpPs even \'-l,: n the colony is by bpo
means stroong enough The result i=

that the colony will cast emall swarms

b an : d
if allowed to gwarm at all, apd if pre-

vented by the nsual method of removing
the queen cells the old gqueen secms Lo
pout about it and persists in gtarting

mong queen eells nnd also seems 1o -

mike a gpecinlty of the queen cell busi-
nees, negleets laying generally, and the
result is a eolony that will store but lit-
tle if any surplus honey. Much larger
crops would be the resu't if each col-
ony of bees were to receive a newly
hatehed and fertile queen in the early
spring and before the principal flow be-
gan. This of man:
in greatl medsure prevent swarni-
ing and also add to the number of bees
in the Live, which is the two prime
requisites in the production of large
honey crops. No queen over Two years
old should Le retained in a hive and it
will be better still to requeen  every
vear, even if the queens have to be pur-
chased at one dollar ench, which is the
usunl price of them, but it is much
cheaper for everyone who keeps bees
to rear their own queens, which may
readily be dope even with o few hives of
hees,

et hod gement

would

the same race or variety.—A. H. Dufl, in
Prairie Farmer.
Comba in Cold Weather,

Every winter damages the birds more
or less by injuring the combs. When a
comb is frosted it urns black and often
the points decay snd fall off. It is very
painful, and results in & loes of eggs, a8
the birds will not lay until the comb Is
thoroughly healed. The wattles also

case with birda that drink froman open
vessel. The best remedy for frosted
eombs is to keep the birds free from
draughts and apoint the combs witha
few drops of glycerin and crude petro-
leum mixed. To prevent the difficulty,
if necessary, cut off the combs and wat-
tles with a sharp knife or shears, dip
tbe head in alum water and put the
birds in a dry, warm place, Should the
weather be warm rab the cnt surface
with erude petroleam s a protection
' against flies— American Gardening.

.

| neglect to give their ages.
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Some queens are far superior to |
others and ai the same time may be of |

freese, espeeially when wet, as is the ||
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