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The following speech was delivered
by Ex-Gov. Altgeld on Labor day at
Cooper Union, New York City:

A RETROSPECT.

he History of the Fature Written by
the Fmut.

A little over two centurles ago the
world began its great struggle for re-
ligious liberty, tor freedom of thought,
for the right to worship God accord-
ing to the dictates of the individual
consclence. The established interests
time, the government, the'

and the powerful influences in
! were opposed to this, and the
_ earth was made red with the blood of
| il men and women and even of children
! —al} slaugh by the established

interests in er to prevent the
mmuawm; in order, it

i ) poesible, to human progress.
L b e But their efforts were valh, The hu-
i man race moved forward and stood in

the powerful influences in soclety were
opposed to the mew movement, and
: again the earth was reddened with
. ~ the blood of men and of women, gullty
it T ‘of no oftense except that of aspiring
i} to freedom. But in spite of all op-
position: the cause of liberty triumph-
ed, humanity made another stride for-
i took another step upward.
. It camped on higher ground and stood
& still broader light. In spite of
sneers of the privileged ciasses, the
of human equality Wil
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an
cal development that eclipsed all
ages and that changed the world's
clvilizations. Now, another century
¥ has elapsed and the world is facing
the morning of a new epoch. Today
the world i» making its fight for finan-
clal and industrial freedom, and again
we see the government, the commer-
clal interests and the powerful Influ-
ences of soclety in opposition and
striving to defeat the new movement.
But the hand of Omnipotence has
ngver been stayed. Evolution has
never been arrested, and human prog-
ress has never been stopped by the
forces of organized selfishness. This
Ml movement for industrial freedom is
the new and next unfolding of the
great flower of man’s progress, and
- the new century upon which we are
41 entering will see it blossom and glad-
‘ den the souls of men with its beauty
and its fragrance. Just how it will
come, just who must fight and who
must dle, we know not. The religious
i martyr could not tell who would be
| burnt at the stake, nor when their
A cause should triumph; but with deep
' convictions they stood firm, and, al-
though the earth trembled, the race

4

T et By E] PR TS

e Yorktown; but with high resolve they

1 went forth to battle, and man, en-
nobled by freedom, embarked on 2
,mission. So0, today, we know
hat must yet be borne, nor how
yet be suffered, but we do
this cause must triumph,
generation of men cannot
heroes who will fight the
justice and push forward
progress, the Almighty will
a generation of men that will
And, with industrial and finan-
al freedom, with the establishment
a broador and higher justice, will
& nobler consclence; and hand in
with these will come happiness
humanity. Industry must be freed
the burdens and restrictions due
viclous laws and still more vicious
the Liand of toll must
equitable share of.the
Justice and the
require new
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a tremendous stride, and in taking
this ctride he has come up through a
greal variety of conditions, each of
which for the time seemed best adapt-
ed to his protection in his struggle
agaln superior brute force. It took
the world a long time to acquire even
a perception of right and wrong in the
gimplest cases. Might was the sole
standard of right for ages; ever alter
it waa recognized that one man has
no right to rob another, it was con-
sidered permissible and even honor-
able for a band of men, under pretense
of war, to despoll a peaceable people.
After the famlly relationship, the
tribal relationship and a variety of
other conditions, what is known as
the competitive system acquired sway
throughout most of the clvilized world.
This system marks a certain stage In
man's development, and it has been
claimed for it that it had a tendency
to make him self-rellant, and there-
fore to make him capable of the high-
est achievement. In this system, what
Darwin called the “fittest” (he should
have sald the “toughest”) survive, and
the weaker of necessity go to the
ground, And by and by it was dis-
covered that while this system did
tend to make man self-rellant and to
develop his individuality, yet under it
the nobler elements of man's nature,
kindness, generosity, pity, were appar-
ently a hindrance to his struggle;
that inasmuch as the struggle was con-
stantly in an environment of brute
force the man who had the greatest
cunning and controlled the greatest
brute force must win; In short, that
If this system Is left to g2 on to work
ont its ultimate results it will tend to
produce a race of hyenas, sharp, keen
and flerce, but destitute of those ele-

out this reform without the ald of the
moneyed classes,

Enthroned Doflar, Eoslaved Mem.

Agaln, "the flerce commercialism of
‘he age, which has tended to enthrone
the dollar and enslave the man, has
lowered the standards and has cov-
sered the land with corruption until
sorrupt concentrations of money,wield-
ed by unscrupulous men, have acquired
such a complete control of the gov-
srnments, national, state and munlci-
pal, that the people are almost helpless,
Laws destructive to their Interests are
pasped through bribery, and laws nec-
esgary for their protection are kept off
the statute book by bribery. To meet
this new and unfortunate condition it
I8 necessary that the people be given
the power, In certain emergencies, to
legislate direct, elther by a popular
vote to put specific acts upon the stat-
ute book or to declare certain specific
acta already on ths statute book to be
null and void. This would destroy the
business of bribery, because it would
render the frults of bribery worthless.
No corporation would buy a legislature
or & clty councll If the acts of that leg-
islature or council could be nullified by
the people,

Initiative and KHeferendum.

In some countries of the world they
have lpng had a system of thi§ kind.
They call it initiative and referendum,
meaning that the peopls shall In cer-
taln emergencies have the power to in-
Itiate legislation and shall have the
power to have legislation that already
exlsts referred to a vote of the people,
This system has worked marvelously
well where it has been tried, and we
must have a politlcal party in our
country with sufficlent devotion to free
Institutions and republican governmernt
to establish it here. It is not a ques-
tlon to speculate about. It Is not a
chimerical idea; it ls simply a ques-
tion of self-preservation,

Trial by Jury.

Again, the Anglo-Saxon race has
shed morfe blood to maintain the right
of trial by jury and the right of free
speech than for any other purposes,
And the establishing of the right of
trial by jury and of free speech s re-
garded by the world as the greatest
achievement in the history of govern-
ment. Both our federal constitution
and our varlous state constitutions
guarantee those rights to every Amer-
fcan citlzen. Yet within the last few
years federal judges, appointed through
corporation Influence, and sitting on
the bench with a corporation bias,
have stricken down trial by jury and
brushed it aside with a mere wave of
the hand. And they have established
what is now known as government by
injunction in its stead—a system under
which the liberties of the American

ments that ennoble human life. See-
ing this, some great men whose hurtrl
went out to humanity have long cast

Varlous remedies and systems have
been suggested, a few of which have
been partially and imperfectly tried.
They “looked through a glass dark-
ly.” They saw here and there a ray
of light amid general gloom and en-
deavored to follow, They were like
the infant crying in the night, an in-
fant erying for the light, with no lan-

guage but a ery.
A\

N
The Financial Question.

people become subject to the whim, the
caprice and prejudice “of a federal
judge. It is,a complete subversion of

about for some way of deliverance. | the most sacred rights of man. Tt'ls

the assassination of free institutions.

] Even in monarchical Europe no such a

system would be tolerated for a day.
If it 18 to continue here, then the re-
public Is at an end, Then the high-
est hopes of man must be broken, and
we will be governed by a money oli-
garchy, governing through the erea-
tures whom it puts on the bench. Need
I say to you, my friends, that to put an
end to this systein and to re-establish
in all its sacredness and all its purity

There I3 the great financial question,
the effort on the part of the tollers
and producers of America to restore
one of the great money metals of the
world to the function and pesition
which it had held for ages. By stealth
and by fraud one of the money metals
of the world was demonetized by gov-
ernmental action; not by commerce,
not by the industries and enterprises
of the world, but by the strong arm ol
the government, wielded by chlecane
and the greed of the world., As the re-
gult of this act the world’s volume ol
actual money was gradually reduced
by nearly one-hall; and, as the world’s
volume of money tends to determine
the selling price of property, it follows

particularly farms and farm products,
fell in the selling price by nearly one-
half, while the debts and fixed charges
remained the same. And even today,
when we are told that the farmer {y
prosperous, he is selling his products
at just about one-half what he former.
ly got. This determines his purchas-
ing power and of nsceaslly delermines
his social status, By reducing his pur-
chaslng power to about one-half what
it formerly was, by depriving him ol
hias abllity to buy at the factory and
at the store as he formerly did, the
great American market has been de-
stroyed to & large extent, and we ar¢
looking abroad In forelgn lands for
markets for our goods, when we would
find a greater market than we could
possibly supply right at home if we
wounld again restore the farmer's pur-
chasing power 40 what it would be il
the world’s prices of products were
fixed by .a volume of money conslsting
of both metals, Instead of being fixed
by a volume of money consisting of
only one metal,

Farmer and Trosts

At present the farmer has to pay
trust prices—that Is, prices arbitrarily
made high by monopolies—for every-
thing that he buys; but he has to sell
his products not only In the open mar-
ket of the world, but he has to sell
them on a single gold standard value,
which Is only about one-half as high

\

be. This great wrong baving been
done to all propertysowners and to all
debtors, by government, must be un-
done by government; and, inasmucth
as the powerful moneyed classes of thi
country are opposed to having the gov.
ernment right thls great wrong, wi
must have a politieal party with snffi
clent moral courage and sufficlent de
‘yotion to cause of justice to earry

that the property of the world, and |

as a bimetallle standard of value would)

trial by jury, the bulwark of the lib-
erties of the English-speaking people,
we need a political party that stands
for something higher than spolls? We
need a party that has high ideals, and
that is capable of lofty devotlon and
great self-sacrifice,

The Democratic Party.

What about the other great party?
For the first forty years of our history
it was the party of progress, that gave
to the world the highest ideals apd
shaped the destiny of our country.
For thirty vears after the war it stood
for practically the same things that
the republican party stopd for. That
is, it had become a mere convenience
of political and commercial manipula-
tors who used it to further their own
ends and amass fortunes, During
these thirty dark years it held out no
insplration, it pointed to no great prin-
ciple, It espoused no great cause, It
made no herole fight for anything; but
the Almighty has wisely provided that
every lane shall have a turn, ind that
there shall be an end to all things
And there came an end to the lane of
trimming, trading and trickery Im
which we had marched; three years
ago the party came out of the lowlands
and took & position on the hill top of
progress, It repudiated the men who
had degraded and betrayed it; it flung
new banners to the breeze; it espoused
the cause of humanity, and it adopted
a new declaration of American inde-
pendence. Standing for the noblest
and highest thought of the time it has
drawn to its standards the patriotie (n-
telligence of America. A new set of
men have come to the front; men who,
Instead of seeking only selfish ends on
the low plane of brutality, stand out in
the sun, ready to make every sacrifice
for the welfare of the race. These
men have high Ideals, and the party
gulded by these men is capable of
dealing with the great problems that
confront us; is capable of leading the
American people onto the great plane
of industrial freedom, just as thelr
predecessors 2 century ago led this re-
public unto the plane of political free-

:

Neuring the Promised Land.
My friends, we are not yet in the
promised land! We have yet & mighty
before us. In fact. the great
only begun. Mighty bat-

-

sclous of being in harmony with the
evolution of the uge, conscious of
moving along the line marked out by
the Almighty for the guldance of His
people. And we know that the cause
we rcpresent will triumph, but until
the hour of final victory we must be
on our guard, and we must be con-
stantly ready for every conflict.

Watoh the Trimumers.

First, we must be on our guard in
our own party, for those interests
which have dominated the party so
long have not yet surrendered, but are
seeking in every way possible to get
control. Should they success it would
defer the hopes of mankind and In-
tensify the struggles of the tollers of
this land; it would postpone the day
of deliverance. Ever since '96 these
interests have been scheming, organ-
fzing and systematically working to
again get control of the machinery of
the party and dominate its councils.
They have talked about harmony,
talked about getting the offices, talk-
ed about everything except a high ldea
and noble purpose, or a great end.
They succeeded in getting control of
most of the mayors of the large Amer-
lean citles; they got into friendly com-
munication with what are known as
county seat politiclans all over the
country, who simply want office and
do not care whether it is Christ or
Beelzebub who |s mentioned in the plat-
form, The idea was industriously cir-
culated that if we wodld take down the
banners we hoisted in ‘98, If we would
abandon the principles we declared for,
If we would again straddle every vital
issue and fool as many people as pos-
gible, then we could win and get the
offices, then we could again elevate
small men to high positions. But they
forget that we have passed the turn
in the lane; they forget that the six
and one-half million men who fought
with us in '96 had been tanght for sev-
eral years to hold their heads up and
to work for a principle; that these men
had been taught to be independent
and to assert their manhood, and that,
consequently, while they might be be-
trayed they could not be deliversd, and
that, therefore, any scheme which con-
templated the control of eonventiona
by fraud or bribery or trickery, any
scheme which contemplated changing
the great platform 'of '96 would lose
to the democratic party fifty men Where
it would possibly bring it one. It
would lose the men of high purpose
and strong convictions who are do-
ing the world's work, and gain a few
men who represent the corrupt com-
merclalism of the age, and who would
render the party Incapable of any high
mission in case we should succeed and
they were to dominate its councils.
The machinations and systematic plans
to which I have referred were car-
ried so far, the schemers were be-
coming so bold and the trimmers were
becoming so active that about seven
or elght months ago it was felt that
something should ,be done to check
their activity; felt that something
should be done to serve notice on that
class of politiclans throughout the
country that the Chicago platform
democrats, who constituted the great
bulwark of the party, would stand no
trifiing, that while they might be be-
trayed they Id not be delivered.
For If syndicates, chicanery, bribery
and corrupt commercial interests must
dominate the government we want the
republican party to do it. It is today
the especial mission of that party to
represent those interests and the dem-
ocratic party must not embark on that
line of business. This country doesn’t
need two syndicate parties. The dem-
ocratie party has an entirely different
mission.

Why Altgeld Run for Mayor of Chleage

Moved by these considerations, and
feeling that it was necessary to pre-
vent the banners of our great party
from being lowered, we entered the
municipal contest last spring in Chi-
cago, making a fight for the Chicago
platform and municipal ownership. We
made the fight for the purpose ol
maintaining great principles, and for
the purpose of serving notice on the
politicians of the country that if the
party were betrayed It could not be
delivered, and that If they wanted to
win, then good politics, to say nothing
ot principle, would require them to
stand faithfully by the Chicago plat-
form and help the party carry out ity
great mission.

Saving the Platform of 1886

Here In this great state of New
York you have formed an organiza-
tion for the same purpose. And let
me say that no man ever embarked
in a nobler work. Recent events have
indicated that the people are standing
firm throughout the land, and very
recent events indicate that some of the
politicians have noticed this fact and
are preparing to accept the situation.
Whether the conspiracy to overthrow
the Chicago platform will be aban-
doned, or whether it will go on, I do
not know; but, my friends, we must
take no chances, The people of
America are with us and they are in
earnest, and we must see to it that
they are not betrayed. We welcome
all men to our ranks who believe in
the great mission of the democratie
party and who are ready to help it
earry out that mission. And, on the
other hand, we say to all men who do
not belleve In the mission of the
party, who are not willing to help ea-
tablish the mighty reforms for which
Providence has chosen it: Your place
{g not in the democratic party, and the
manly thing for you to do is to seek

{n harmony with your idea. We look

to the past. We harbor no malice

{s toward the sun, we are

our hands. If you love
your country, then come with us.

ow say in conclusion that

re brightening. We have

a single devotee, while all

jand men are rallying to our

‘gross receipts up to $1,000,000, 10 per

those councils and that party that are| the

the iniquity they helped to create.
They are weary of duplicity In the
White House, they see that the re-
public is being destroyed, and they
look with hope to the Jefferson of Ne-
braska, We live in momentous times;
the age I8 pre, t with mighty issues.
Let us stand firm, let us rise to the
occasion and great will be the joy
of an emancipated people.

THE PERCENTAGE PLAN.

How It Has Worked as Applied to
Toronto's Street Rallways.

According to the Toronto Mail and
Empire of Anag. 10 last, the earnings of
the street railways of that city for ten
months of the present fiscal year have
already passed the million dollar mark.
By the terms of the franchise under
which the Toronto street railway plant
is operated the company was required
to pay into the city treasury 10 per
cent of these earninga The city treas-
urer has therefore received a check for
$12,721, which is the municipal share
of the earnings for July.

The increase of the earnings and per-
centages for four years is ghown by the
following figures for July:

Percentage.
§12,721 8
8,20 60
8,540 00
7,020 90
Toronto bought her street railroads
in 1801 and operated them six months
at & profit of #25,000 per month and
then sold them for what they cost on
the following conditions: Eight hun-
dred dollars per mile per year to be paid
into the city treasury, 8 per cent of the

cent up to $1,500,000 of the gross re-
ceipts, 12 per cent from $1,500,000 to
$2,000,030 of the gross receipts, 15 per
cent on the receipts up to $8.000,000
and 20 per cent on all receipts over $3,-
000,000. After 20 years the city can
take back the plant at ita actual value.

In 1894 the city received $58,000
mileaga rental and $76,000 in percent-
lg%ct earnings. In 1895 the city re-
ceived $60.000 for mileage rental and
£78,000 in percentages on its earnings.
Up to 1899 the street railroads had paid
into the city treasury of Toronto a lit-
tle over $1,000,000,

The experience of Toronto in dealing
with .her traction companies furnishes
incontrovertible proof of the wisdom of
the policy which secures to a munici-
pality a fair compensation for the nse
of the streets based upon & fixed per-
centage of gross earnings.—Chicago
Times-Herald

MUNICIPAL REFORM.

Saa Francisco’s Mayor Tells of the

Two Vital Needs of the Day.
“What do yon think are the most
urgent needs today in the line of mu-
nicipal reform?’ 1 asked of Mayor
Phelan.
“Direct legislation and municipal
ownership of public utilities, ' replied
the mayor, lighting a fresh cigar.
“The advanced thonght of the coun-
try not only considers public ownership
and operation of public utilities as de-
sirable and practicable, but that it is
necessary to save our free government
By corrupt control, quasi public cor-
porations are able to give expreesion to
their demands through the very forms
of law itself They fix éxcéssive rates
and evade their burdens of government.
They have become snperior to the law
They usurp the power of taxation
Now. by public ownership and direct
legislation we propose to restore the
power to the people

“'This work is a great patriotic serv-
ice, and npon its success depends the
perpetnity of American institutions
The people are realizing that they have
merely the form of power, whereas the
substance has been taken from them,
and if there be no means proposed with-
in the constitution affording them re-
lief, revolution cannot be averted, and
to avert revolution by inangurating
those reforms in time is a duty which
shall appeal to the thoughtful and the
patriotic.
““We are sending forth our young
men to fight in foreign lands for their
country. Let us see to it that they have
a country of which they can be prond
Let's think and see things as they are.
Do not let ns be led astray into making
the mistakes of Fourth of July orators
who believe that everything is for the
best in this best of all possible worlds
Let us not be led into error by closing
our eyes to these facts It is a noble
thing to dic for one's conntry, but it ia
a dobler thing to help make one's coun-
try worth dying for."'—Charles 8.
Aiken in September Ainslee’s

A Progressive Mayor.

Mayor Snow of Oakland. Cal, in &
recent message said on the question of
municipal ownership of waterworks:

The piping of the city and the own-
ership of a water supply are only possible
through an issueof bonds. These bonds,
however, will never be a burden if in-
telligently disposed of. as the funds are
required for the plant The income
from water rates will be sufficient to
redeem the water bonds as they mature,
and also to pay the interest thereon.
though these rates be reduced 75 per
cent from the present schedule of
charges That is td'eay. if a supply of
water for the city be so provided to the
users a8 to insure the sale of it when
piped to the property of the household-
er, then the ratepayer who

determined to overthrow

who fought us in "86 and| county
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or man, who will take orders for ewr
Leghorn Hen Food, in their own town,

A SOLID GOLD WATCH, FREE

We make this offer for a short time, in
order to get our Food into more i
use. It increases of eggs, and keeps
fowl in th., Send us 50c. for &
regular $1.00 size box, and begin to take
orders at once.

Pamphlet, with mwnh-h-ohm:

receipt of seli-addressed, stamped eovelope.

Leghorn Food Co.( 183 B. )Boston, Mass.
e ———————

== RIGES, The
B DENTIST,

141 So,"12th St. Lincoln, Neb.
Gold Alloy Filling......$1.00
Gold Filling....$1.00 and up
Gold Crowns....$5.00 and up
Set Teeth......c.e0....$5.00
Best Teeth...covsveanss $goo

RIGGS, The Dentist, -
141 8o.12th Bt., Liucoln, Neb

—

LOOK AT THIS

EPECIALS,
B0c Ryrop of Fis. .ccocee covmminnsnnnnssnes
250 Thicom Powder ...
81 Hoouw' Sarsaparilia.
91 Wine of Curdul sopeciesnns sanas
#1 Pinkhum's Vegetable Compound.,
ubo Curter's Littie Liver Pillg.. ... .
81 Averis Hole VIOT coiserrmmmisses sensas 108
The Howchea's Gern o BYTT...ouue.aoones Bl
h Elfﬂl’----::

60c DeWitt's One Mizute Con
B1 Malrod MUK ..o vsvmenomman
$1 Kemp's Balaam.......ooienne
e ~hilob's Consnmption Cu
81 Peruna. .. -.....
BI1B B N cairrinssaneny
#1 Emulsion Cod Liver (0i,,..,
#1 Besl Iron and Wine Tonie.
2ig Gringe’ Giyoerine Balve
5o Gray'™s Tes,....ooveeins
1 Miloa® Nerwine...ousseim
| Palne's Celery Componnd.
#1 Kilmer's Swamp Root.......
BB Can OPlB. cov covrnsnarsssngen.
$! Vieres's Favorite Prescriptio
e Boat TOBIC. .osnessr sasasinimiss .
All Other 81 Patent Mrdicined.oovesiunees
All Other 60e Patent Medicines, .. .uius
All other 25¢ Putout Medicines,, ...
Fine Machine Castor Oil, per gallon.. .
Five Machioe | abrienting Oll, per galY...
Fine Maehine BIBek Db ornn s sonns e S0
Anti-Fly-Ii py to kesp off files on' cattle
and horsen, per gallon........

Lowest Prien Drug Store in_Linealn, Neb,
20 years ¢xperience o the Drug Husiness,
That meavs aomething.

RIGGS’ PHARMACY,

PUNK L OPERA HUOUSE, 1%th snd O BTH,

T ¥ipTsbEbEas

e

‘
o+
P

DR. M. B. KETCHUM.

SPECIALIST.

EYE, EAR, NOSE, THROAT,
CATARRH.
Spectacles Fitted Accurately.
: All Fees Reasonable.
ffice 226 S, 10th St.. Lincoln, Nebr

T. A. CAROTHERS

PRS- 4
| CE

Delivered to any part of
the Olty.

THLEPIHONE 47S

DR. 0.C. REYNOLDS,

SURGEON.

Roomes 17, 18, 19, Bu
e Poases §55 4 65e: Lincoln,;Neb |

{eadauarters for Good l.llllllll_l
it low prices.

e IMBER . |

JROWN

&8 b b 08

'th & O St,, LIOCOLN, NEB.
The

{

YMNES € OREANS

A chance

to save

some money

by dropping me a
postal card,

asking for

Catalogye and Prices.
Jood standard new Organ

$45 and up.

\RTHUR BETZ 212 So. 11th St
Lincoln, Nebraska.

Mo Mowt M-l;n-u:; the a.:
JULIUS OTTEN'S
SALOON.

“Tae Oasis.”

B:I.lﬁ.l.!l..

oy maraing Dom 16 10 11 & urday evengns



