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IT CAME TO NAUGHT.

THE EFFORT TO CONTROL RAILWAYS
BY A COMMISSION.

A Biepfather That Is Fowerless
Against the Infinence of an Indul-

| gent Mether—One Sure Solutiom of
the Transporiation Problem.

[Bpecial Correspondence.]

Bome 19 yearsago so much complaint
was madeof the nnjust discriminations
of the ‘“common carriers,’” the rail-
soads, that, after mnch agitation, the
{nterstate commerce commission was
appointed to help enforce the laws
which congress made for their control
When any difficulty gets beyond the
reach of legislators, leaders in pablic
affairs always advise a commimion *“‘to
take it outo! politics,”’ and bence the
publio control of rallroads was provid-
«d for after the most approved fashion.

In ite report of 1805 the commission,
being about ten years old, ined to
<ongress very fully its pecullar situa-

were very much limited rw
slons of the mct that created it bad
besn called during these years to hear
t numbers of complaints of unjust
mination against markets and
wen, it had employed many assistants
and beld its courts all over the country
<sxamining witossses and weighing the
reasons given by rallroad officiale for
discriminations which seemed to ship-
pers unjust, but which officials ex-
plaimed was justified by competition

h-rrmiou. The six commissioners
woun) decisions, carefully argu-
ing each point. If a railroad were found
at fanls and did not see fit to change
its ways, the complaining Individuals
or boards of trade might go to court i
m the money necessary to fight
_ as they might have done
fore the commission sat on the case,
and the conrt might or might not sus
tain the decision of the commissioners.

At firet the commission, considering
fiself omly an upu'lmat, modestly
forebore to undertake any litigation,
only advising as tothe justice of a case.
Later test cases were taken to the Unit-
+d Btates courts, often with the result
of » reversal of the commission's de:
and a cortailing of the little
or it was supposed to have.
Bometimes the commission seems to
bave occupied the unpleasant position
. @ steplather to somge nncontrollable,
ning childrén, while the court
‘was the umf.thniu mother jealoualy
jutlfyiu 1 the conning ways of ber

favorites.

Much of the 1805 report is given to
an exhavstive argument to congress
proving that the commission’s powers
should be defined by congress rather
than lofs for costly litigation in courts
to determine. There was also a plea for
farther power whleh would appear to
be Decessary to justify the existence of
a commission. 1808 report showed
that another year had ‘‘given added
emphasis to the importance of the
amendments recommended. "’

The latest report, that of 1807, adds
“'The situation has become intolerable,
both from the standpoint of the public
and of the carriers. Tariffs are disve-
garded, discriminations constanily oc-
cur, the price at which transportation
ean be obtained is finctuating and un-
<certaln. Railroad managers are dis-
trostful of one another and ehippers
all the while in doubt as to the rates
wobtained by their competitors. Enor-
mous sums are spent in purchasing
business and secret rates accorded far
below the standard of published
charges. The general public gets little
benefit from these reductlpnl. for con-
<essions are mainly confined to the
‘heavier shippers. All thiz augments the
advantages of large capital and tends |
to the injury and often to the rain of
small dealera. These are not only mat-
ters of gravest consequence to the busi-
ness welfsre of the country, but they
«concern in no less degree the highest
interests of public morality. Congress |
is referred to in detailed cases of dis-
criminations for illustrations of these
slatements. ‘'Nothing sald by us"
says the report, ‘‘can add to their sig-
niflicance. These are not isolated and |
exceptional cases ; their counterpart may
be found in many localities. '’

the commission bad failed to conaider.
Thia rate to foreign goods was neoes-
w081y to socure the business, and the
rate to domestic goods, higher by more
than two-thirds, was also necessary,
despite the well known protection and
patriotic ( 1) sentiments of all railroads,
in order to muke the loss on the for-
elgn goods.

A road must pay running expenses

whether its cars are loaded or mot. A
manager might start with the best of
intentions to keep to the published
rates, bot when other roads by secret
underbidding secured his business he
wounld see that his own proepects de-
pended on his ability to secure business
and dividends for stockholders rather
than to keep the laws which an unbe-
leving congress had made and which a
patient commission gently urged him
to keep so fur as practicable.
. A manager, knowing only of the ne-
oret rates of his competitors by the fact
that he gets the business or that some
other road gets it, large shippers some-
timen secure lower terms by withdraw-
ing their freight from one road to an-
other, even though the other gives mo
lower rates. As & manager values his
position, be must sirive in every way
to make such secret rates as shall make
bis road proaperons

The amall business men cannot as-
certaln what rates are obilained by
their all mighty competitors. They can-
not fix their prices so ae to obtain busi-
ness, because of the uncertainty of
their fotore profita. With a small capi-
tal, careful figuring Is necessary, A
large difference in freight rates alome
enables one to sell just emough lower
than another to divert just enough
business to canse a fallure. The suc-
cemsfnl competitor strips bis fallen foo
of his goods, paying but a small per
cent of their worth, and is able to ad-
vertise such bargains as to divert more
business to bhimuself and crueh more of
the smaller kind. Thus failore after
fullore occurs asa final result of un-
just discriminations. Were it not for
combinations the logical sequence is
soen to be that one of each of parallel
roads which bsd the most capital and
one of each of the merchants and
mapafactarers in a certain area'would
sorvive all others.

But combination saves those: who
most effectunlly combine. Groups of
rallroads combine and wreck competi-
tors, boying them to use against other
railronds, just as the merchants and
manufacturers use the goods of those
whom thoy buve wrecked. 1

A judge who has bad much railroad
experience was inquired of as to what
he thonght should be the remedy for
unjust discrimination, He replied that
the people conld do nothing, as a legal
training and a Jegal mind was neces-
sary to onderstand such affairs. He
liked the custom once existing in a
certain Italiap state. If a man suggest-
ed n new law, be was required to argne
it before legal powers, and If it were
not adopted he was put to death. This
tuade people realize the serions charac
ter of lawmaking.

The gnestioners, however, said that
law bresking was also serious and
pressed the judge for a remedy, who
finally replied that it would be for the
interest of the roads in which be bad
invested if a law were passed making
all freight rates uniform.

“Buot,"" said his questioners, with
nonlegal minds, *Yif roads can’t keep to
the rates which they themselves estab-
lish with some knowledge of local sur-

| roundings, how could they keep to rates

arbitrarily made for them '’

At this point the judge succeeded in
wrecking the inquiry apd substitoting
his favorite monologue on the impossi-
bility of ever doing anything for poor

Jpeopls, so extravagant are they, #so un-

willing to receive advice, and withal
so dishonest.

Let ue turn to one of the prophets
One of the promoters of the interstate
commerce bill, in a speech before the
Antimonopoly league at Cooper’s inati-
tute, New York, in 1881, said:

*‘History proves that the public will
not proceed to the logical and final so-
lotion of a difficult guestion until all

| compromises bave failed. The people

will not believe that a mere makeshift
policy is worthless until they bave tried
it. They will bave no tescher but ex-
perience, ‘For these reasons I am will-
ing to&id you in securing the interstate

An instance: The roads carrying
flour from Minneapolie and St. Paul to
1he east varied from their legally pub-
lished rates by making large secret re- 1
bates to cortaln sbippers. “The Inquiry
was greatly bampered,’’ saya the re-
port, by tha disappearance of material |
withesses before subpostias for their at:
tendance conld be served, the inability
of seversl who did testify to recall
transactions of then recent date and
the avident relnctance of others to dis
<lose any infurmation bearing upon the
subjects lovolved, All of the rallway
withemses denied any kpowledge of |
vielations of the statute and wost of
the accounting officers testitied that if |
rebates had been pald they would
wecosmarlly know about them and that
their secounts did wot show any sach
paymenia ' It b found that e book
sovount ls kept of sebaten only luose
wemaranda destroyed s son ws pos
sible, bul fvom wiinesses ontalde ail
way Influenes, facts pa 0 reiscus dis ‘
vriminaticna were gathered

Investigutions of eoul vaten In Vie |
giula bivaght sut the ssvnse for tu:
g fromn g bdished puten that
e cuml carry ing toads wers mm- L
ing Abeir snta blished paton '

The veport uf 1586 tulls of the Teras
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commerce bill Bus it will disappoint
you in its operation. * * * There
can be no complete solntion of the rail-
way problem but the natoral and in-
evitable one of government ownership.’
Eighteen yoars of strife since then,
years in which the strongest wen have
| Jenrned how to combine most effectnal-
ly, and the number of people who be-
lieve in the lurgest possible combine-
tion, that of government ownership of
monopolies, is risen toa possible wajor
ity Sowe of our strongest leaders,
however, still cherish the idea of tam-
ing and teaching the ferce owners of
monopolies—aof an alers, eternally vig
flant public sirletly controlling them
all o the imterosts of falr competition
and the taming and twaching will be
tried for & longer or shorter thme
An antitrost president, with an army
of luvestigating commitiees, courts of
fect poarity and an sthaney genoial
avulnerabie amd omulpresent, woukl
lnl-d worry Whe enplaies of indusiny
with guestbons of vight swl wrong
| which they bave hing age consd to 1o
gard  Sowme sdlestieenis wonkl e
| made by plaows aid temporarily B
the greal thde hat sis loward oo

MILBURN'S PRAYER.

it Waas Ofered Thirteen Years Age,
But Still Fita the Cane,

On March 27, 1886, the Rev. Dr

Milborn, chaplain of the house of rep-

resentativesn. offered the [following

prayer

‘iGive ear, O God of Jacob, and
awaken us to see the danger which
thraatena the civilized world, a revoln-
tion more tremendous than any of
which history tells, in which the scenes
of the reign of terror may be ensoted |y
in every capital of Europe and America.
For long the few have mastered the
many, because they underatood the
open wecret, the tools to them that can
use them, but now the many have
learned the secret of organization, drill
and dypamite. Rouse the rich of the
world to understand that the time has
come for grinding, selish monopoly to
ceane, that corporations may get sqnls
in them with justice, bonor, conscience
and human kindness. Teach the rich |4

men of this country that great fortunes | To th

are lent them by thee for other purposes
than to build and decorate palaces, to
found private collections of ars, to stock
wine cellars, to keep racing studs and
;nclm and find better company than
grooms and jockeys, poolsellers
and bookmakers. Teach them, O God,
that it is thee who has give them power
to gat these fortunes; that it i to prove

them to know what is In their bearts, f

whether they will keep thy command-
ments of no, and that those con-lad-
ments are, ‘Thon shalt love the Lord

thy God with all thy heart and l::
neighbor as thyself;' that if the ri
men of our land keep these command-
ments the poor will follow the example,
and we at least will he saved from the
days of tribulation that are fast com-
ing on all the world. Help uns O God,
and save nal"’

The prayer waa entered on the record
on motion of Mr. Grosvenor of Obio
The attention of all for whom the
prayer was offered {s respectfully oelled
to it once more—Jonrnal of the
Knights of Labor.

Ecomomy In Combinaties.

It is estimated that the consolida-
tion of all the Pittsburg mining coms
panies will mean-a saving of over $100,-
000 per month in salaries of clerks,
salesmen and office rents,”’ sald a Cleve-
Jand man Interested in the Plttaburg
coal trust to a reporter. 'Where there
are 20 clorks employed by the individual
companies, one will be retained by the
trust, and where bundreds of traveling
salesmen have beem employed, half a
dozen will be retained to show the
goods of the trust to its patrons. Nine-
ty-five per cent of the business hereto-
fore done by traveling men will be
transacted by mail after the trost has
been formed. Not only the salaries of
the salesmen, but the traveling expenses
will thus be saved. Where now there
are 20 offices where the individual com-
‘panies trapmact business, it Is figured
the trust will retain ome. With she
saving of transacting bousiness on this
busis. tie trust cannot belp being a
paying one. "'

Comment would be superfluous at
this point. Every intelligent reader can
s¢o for himeelf or horself the beoefits of
combinatiun. Buat how about the own-
ership of the trust!—Cleveland Citisen
(Bocialist).

The Twentieth Contury’s Task,

In an article on **The Building of an
Ewpire,”’ John Brisben Walker, pro-
prietor of The Cosmopolitan, says
“From the pulpit we have bad for 1,800
years beautiful doctrines of love and
charity, while the laws of business and
the lawas governing social requirementa
bave come down to us almoat unchanged
and in unbroken succession from the
most brutal of pagan times The stu-
dent of laws may in vain search the
gpeechea of Christian lawmakers, since
they began to be recorded, for any at-
tempt to mold a system of soclety upon

"EXPANSION."

Listen to the volco of expaasion today

That s ‘::.“'."""......."f'”""x. A lat o gaings:
na o our late war

Shouid be beld by our nstion sad d.'lnuy

Hhe apeaks of our honor aa resting hers,
OF ber envee ne just, snd to loyalty dear,
!uylu *Never can one nation neath lhllllg sup,
Htand among others and Ignore sxprusion,'’

From this as citisens we wish to u:ll

Not tecunse snmity toward m

But we bug that the polley of ducient Rome,

#hall pever be Urougnt here to claim ite "

We are all Americans and wish to be

Loysl to country nud sver ree '

dou warriag our glorions nations nes,
Ith sxpansion nlots which mesn disgrace,

Ehall wo na citisens seek to Al
The deods of great heroes, who belore

Our coming to this falr Iand

Bought the poliey whereon we stand t

Hhall wu luuplt blood no nobly split

On eoontry's alter, avd assume the gullt
Ofholding & nations colers to 0l

U'ar the noble works of Bunker's H1II?

Bhall we take the poliey of forelgn land,
Aud bow (n subjection when mammon demands
Our country's honor ':n his ?lln laln

r
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«rred Plymouth Rock Eggs, $1for13

A BIG CUT IN
BICYCLES

IOLES CYCLE CO.

"3 0y 'tt.sdaf. : $33
$30

110-11% North 13ih Strest,

LINCOLN,NEB

ATTENTION, FARMERSI

the teachings of Jesus Christ. Injus-
tices have been lessoned, the condition
of the unfortunate has been alleviated. |
But these tasks have been done at tlu1
instigation of self interest. It is even
possible to go further and say that no
Christian lawmaker or writer has ever
undertaken to work out in detail, even
by way of suggestion, a code of laws
which would closely conform to the
teachings of Jesus Christ. This task bas
remnined for the twentieth century,
and will engage, above all others, the
intellectunl conscience of ite people.

The Drummers and the Trusts,

Now that the traveling mirsmen of the Unlied
Blaten Bave taken up the Aght aguinst the Lrusts
Where would seein (o be litle prospect abead of
the satier oncepl & foroed uncondiLional sirvember
The trusts may wan Dot on Uhe Imactivity of AV
lormey uenersl Griges and may even prosper in
apite of the rendom sulla ol law brought by stale
ofolale, bul when Lhe drummers of (he souniry
carty Lhe antitrust sailment Inle svery euimer
grocery of olhes mnlqmdmh:.hu
throughout the land the power ol 3 »
antagonism o unjet monogolies shewid st be
Waw I aeserting Daedl AL all svesis, the dram-
Wt can belh Lhe monster setopus wilhis en Inch
o hin lide M o DMMWM—(P!
A hrsniiia

The trouble s that few of the draw-
mers diseuverwd the evil in Lrnsts uatil
they lost their jols, and now they don't
visit the corner grocery as of yore—as
Whey dkd in 1994, for inslance, whan
they were shouting fr MoKieley and
“honest money

G ——

Standard 0il Prafiis

A person doss 8ot bave 1o be very |

viedeni in his opposilion o lrwsls o
Pealion that such & corporation as the
Slamdard Ol company shoabl be pre
vemiad by law frows laying such & heavy
ban o bie people 80 19 Becessary o plle
up b enotusons profits that It makes
svery your L1 way be coneeded that
the Nochefelloen bave wronghl o be

PIANOS & ORCANS.

A chance

to save

some money

by dropping me a

postal card,

asking tor

Catalogue and Prices.
Good standard new Organ

$45 and up.

ARTHUR BETZ, 212 So. |1th St
lincoln, Nebrasha.

T.A.CAROTHERS

GET A SILK DRESS F'RE!I
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HOUSENOLD JOURNAL PUBLISNING CO., Lock Box 478, Philadeivhis, Ps,

Pll‘il Gmn.lbulrooolggg|a|a.uol llclalc
London Purple, Ib !

Whm Strychnine, 25¢ 3 bottle 'ﬁ'&&'\'fiii&l'.' b. ..
ov’s Pure bolled Linsce on.’,ge .giuon. Varnish:

es; all kinds of lubricntlngo 9.
GoldenMuhine.par n....,...........t;l\
Harvester, 40c

rue

Slore,
Corner 10th and PM

“THE RAOYOLE T
Gaining in populurity evech .‘ nl;ﬁo y |

The increase in sales of the
it run
bearing,

The reason is because the

other wheels m exclusive lnd
stands in a class by itself. In the
sprocket pull between the burings,
and with 27 per cent less pressure on _
doing away with side draft. Come in and let us
the greatest improvement ever made on & wheel,
guaranteed, Wheels sold on euy padymentl.

sold by us repaired free of cha rgo ng the season. Lar
est exclusive cycle house in Lincoln, Fi O
and full line of sundries. Second-hand Wheeh. to $a0.

GIRARD CYCLE " 00..

D New Lincoln Smlm

atretall  WESTERN GLASS & PAINT CO.,

324 South 12th, Lincoin, Jobbers.

THE NEW LINCOLN FLOURING MILLS

Situated at Ninth and V streets are now ready for business, 1
tor good 60-1b, wheat 82 pounds of fanoy Sour—~guarantesd, and 10 lhdh

Try a sack of “Honest Abe” Flous.
Warranted to equal the best.
All rtirst-class

kuplt.aa

=== O. SEELEY

IN. Ei. A.
Los Angeles and Return, $68.

Tickets on sale June 25th to July 8th, 18¢9. Re-
turn limit Septembeor 4, 1800,  Full information as to
side trips, drives, routes, stop-overs, ete., also booklets
descriptive of California upon application.
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