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SAXONY SANTA CLAUS

HANS RUPPERT WALKS ALL THE WAY
FROM RUBSIA.

A Great, Gallant FVigure, With Tep
Bootis and Mighty Fack=Uhristmas
Customs of the Fatherland = Fro-
cession on Christmas Kve,

Haos Ruoppert in the name of the
Banta Clans of Baxony given by the
simple, plous pesssntry, *‘Hune Rup-
port will arrive tonight!'’ the children
of Baxony ory all along the dear, dark-
ening twilight of Christmas eve, as they
flatton their little Bsxon noses againet
the oottage window panes, peering out
slong the winter ronda for "‘our Hans
Ruppert.” ''Hans Ruppert is coming
tonight !’ sy the rimple hearted grown
up folk to one anothor, s people who
havo one evening in the wintor twilight
of their bard, stern lives when it will
be all glow and glamour and froth of
fon,

Hans Ruppert comes from Russis,
from its wilent mysterios of wsteppe
sud of snows But be I8 not s
Blay. Hans Ruppert is not the tra-
ditionn! Santa Olaus of the Touton
land—a jolly old man with ourly beard
and winking smile. '‘Hans Ruppert i
o tall, brawny, pessant lJooking fel-
low,'' my the good Haxony folk with a
sublimo enrnostooss ne i Lhey had goon
bim, Hans Ruppert hns muscles minted
from their own brave lifo of gray toll,
Hans Ruppert walks all the way from
afar, from the Asiatio Russlnnd and, at
every step ho tukes toward the Onvoasus
chain, nt every stride vp and up, still
up the lndges of it rock and bluff and
brise, ncross Jte brawling streams, now
down on the other side of its stern
shonlder shadowed in tho star onln, st
evory paov past the Rosslan villagos
twinkling throogh the night mists 1ike
sparklets struck off from the ozar orown
way off there above the Novu, as he
foots it grandly—this groat, grand, gal-
lant Hous Roppert—his top boots that
at the beginning of the long Ohristmas
march renched only below the kneo,
grow taller and taller, still bigher—un-
til when ho bears the Rbhein-strom mur-
mur sod the golden volce sbove the
Lorelol roock, und at last ot the gates of
Berlin scon the mighty gleam of the
army of the vaterland, the Hans Rup-
pertish boots nre up to the loins, ouires-
slor fashion, wooordion wrinkled and
mirror in their mighty polish the very
“Bword of My lllustrious CGrandfa-
ther!" And Hsox Ruppert stunds n
grenndier, oun of the sacred bodyguard
nround sn emperor, stauds with star on
broast and double bended eagle on bel-
met, stands » mighty ghost to denl
desth to the foes of wateriand—unti)
pext Christmus,

On his back, through sll his long
trudge tonight, Haus Ruppert carries
hin pack. It 1n & puck of good things.
Thon hast oo Christmas tree within
that mighty bundle, Hane! The ponsnnt
children have made the tree nllp'rmdy
for Hauw in the diligent purchase from
their little Baxon plennige on the mar-
ket duy. Hauns Ruppert brings the gar-
ments for the Chirlstions treo. Here in
bis pack is the Christ cbild's hair, the
gold and silver filigroe which Hana
will twist noross the Lranches with his
own brawny hands. Here are the can-
dles, the Christ child's eyes, und the
toys and tho gifts, “the blossings that
drop from the hands of Baby Jesus, '

And now the procession forms at 8
o'clock on Christmas eve to go to ses
what Hans Ruppert hus  bronght to the
little family. The procession begine
with genodfulber and grandmother, on
whose seamed and yollowed cheokns
glistens the guntle tear of age. Then
follow the falber and the wother and
the unwedded uncles and wunts, and
now the children, acoording to ago and
#izo, who are awed in anticipation of
“our Hans Ruppert' on the other side
of that door toward which the proces.
sion is now moving. They stand up on
tiptoe and peer behind fathor's stalwart
frame, rebuked by das mutterchen, with
a solid Bazon oull on the unwilling ear.
“* Ach, mutterchen, it's hoilige Naoht 1"
pleads the father, and mother moder-
atos, Horeurs the servants of the house-
hold, wearing thelr good Christmas
starch of cheok upron stiffness, How it
stands out in Its buokram boauty ! If it
were possible—=which the dear Herr
Gardener of us nll forfend—the apple
oheeksof the good house girl glow with
a more fruity glisten as sho guses down
upon the spheric  olreumiberence of
starch. The hovsemaid's smile is lann-
dered, too, and it never leaves hor lips
until that mysterions door off there is
opened by grandiather's trembling old
hand, and now sowe one i the Chriss-
mas procession bas struck the sweet,
resonant, prolongiug chords of the aith.
or, and the bhymu vises as one *'puare
concert’' along the whole of 1he house-
halid's heart

CHRISTMAS CHEER.

At Christmas play and muke good oheer,
Vor Christmas comes but onee 4 your,
~Tunsaer,

Be merry sll, be maorry nlli
With holly dress the fentive hall;
Prepare the song, the feast, the ball
To wuleome merry Christmans,

~W. R. Bpenocer,

It In the Christmas time:
And up and down ‘twixt heaven and
warth,
In the glorfous grief and solemn mirth,
The shining angels climb,
~D, M, Mulock.

The Lime draws near the birth of Christ:
The moon I hid, the night Is still;
The Christmas bells from hill to Wil

Answer cach othar In the mist,

~Tennynon

Heap on more wood! the wind s dull,

Pt 1ot 1t whinthe an it will

We'll keep one Chreisimas merry silll
Hir Wultor Beoit

Thin In the tima when the very old man
Lanpe ook to the days of youth;

When brows anid eyes wear no disgilse,
Put Mush and glowm with trath

Oh, then s the thne when the soul exults
And seams right hopvenwurd tiurning,

When we love and bless the hand we
Prons,
When the Chrelstmas log Is burning!

ook

We wpenk of o morry Chelnimnn
And mony n happy New Your,
But ench o libs hoart is thinking
Of thowe that pre pot hero
Lamgtallow.

They who do thelr soils no wrong,
But koop ut eve the faith of morn,
Bhall duily henr the wngel song,
“Loday the Prince of Peacs |8 born!"'
Jumes Ttusssll Lowall

CHRISTMAS IN THE ARMY.

How the Koldier Boys Celebraied
During the Siatles,

The Army of the Potomne, under
Gopernl George B MoClellun, was
onmped sbout Washington from August,
1861, to Murch, 1862, and most of it in
Vieginin aw for down the Potomno ne
Alexandrin, as far up nx Chain bridge
und us fur oot toward Coenorsl Bonure-
gard and his tpnelons Amorichne s
Monson's hill. Early in Decomber word
came to the soldives thot railrond and
expresn ocompnnles wounld oarey frov
puckages intendod for Christmns pres
onts and dinners for tha soldiers,

That yenr there was n Christmas din-
ner for evory mess, From the rich
homes of the lurge cities bad come the
bout in the market, From tens of thou-
snds of furms bad come the daintiest
dishon that mothers, wives, sistors,
daughters and sweothenrts could pro.

re.

On Christmay, 18638, the army was
shivering nlong the rivers Rappahun.
nook and Rapidan, nod ux far oot as Oal-
poper Court House, [t was too ¢old, and
the men were too poorly boused to en-
Joy the day. It wan not s holidny to
mony~a duy of misery, ipstend. That
wias the poldest Christmas the south
had seen lor H0 yours, und 1t has not
seon ono ko it sinoe,

Obristmus dinnors wera the order of
the day in 1864, The nrmy was sirong
along behind fortifiontions from Rich-
mond to below Yellow Houss, on the
Weldon railroad, u distange of npearly
40 miles. The snnitary and Christinn
oommissions hiad arrauged to supply the
army with a Christmias dinner. Few
men wore overlooked, Escopt that in
1861, it was the happiest Qhristmas for
the Union army since the touble began.
Thore were muny wigns that the next
Christmas wonld be enjoyed ot home,
and so it was by all who escaped the
hot times from Muoreh 29 to the svening
of April B, wlter Grant nnd Leo mot nt
Appomnttox, — Milwaukes Bentinel.

Christminan Tahle Devorntion,

A vory prevty decorntion for the table
at the Christmus dinnor 1s atiny Christ-
mas tree, Capdied froits and gilded
snd wilversd walnuts make it bright
and sensonuble, while o Hitle frosting
with the powder that oomes for the pur
pose mnkes 1t w bosutitul object under
the glitter of the lights.  The tree will
be trimmwed and propared for you by
any flovist aod should be planted in »
fanoy low vise or dish, The pictaresque
dwarl overgreens that come from Japan
are most effective when used in this
way, aud yet they are such costly treas-
ures that few  who own thom are will
ing to make tuble decorstions of thew.
wPhiludolplin Ledgor

Adurning the thristmas Tree,

The follage of & Christimas troo may
be brushod bero wnd thers with muot
Ingo and then sprinkled with common
st and a very ploasing result is ob
talped. A pretty deapery for the teee is
made by cotting long strips, abous four
Inchos wide, of tissue papor, then ont-
ting it elosely, partly, bul not sutirely,
ncross the widihs, waking fringes, If
the strips be dampened and hold over &
hotr stove, the tringed edges will ourl
anid look  guite ormsmentnl = Omale
e
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FATHER CHRISTMAS.

A Puggestion to the Boys For Christ-
mas Celebrations,

Why couldn't our boys get up some
holiday plays similag to the immemo-
rial ' Father Christmas'' play, in which
the Inds of Merrie England bave so
much fun? The origin of this play is
lost in antiquity, but i¢ deals with
knights sud tholr sdventures, certain
of which challenge and fight the fol-
lowers of Father Obristmas, and are in
turn routed, till Father Christmas and
the Black Knight cope in mortal com-
bat, the lattor, of coures, being worsted.

The hoys are dremsed in fantastlo
stylo, with tall paper caps on and pa-
per fringe uround their kotw, wenr-
ing masks to concenl their identity,
Thoy are onlled the "“mummers,” and
Ko from house to house of their frionds,
Invariably rocelving a kind weloome
and u little treat st the end of the per
formanco. They nilso take up & penny
oollection, und everybody has s penny
for the mummers who afford so much
Bmusormont.

In our early history there i nbun-
dunt seope for the youthful playwrights,
und the object of their performances in
holidey weok might be some charity in
which boye ure the bencficiaries, such
u o treut of 'goodies’ to s dogen news:
boys or bootbluoks, 1o got supplies for
a sk boy or the Jike,

The Indiun in our esrly history is an
good uw the kulght cloment for » stir-
ring play for muommers-—Masusolt
snd bis tribe, in war puint, festhors and
blankets, on the one side, and on the
othur the prim Puritans, in  broud
brimmed haty wod short breesches,

Or tho Pocshontes and Powhatan
deamn, with John Bmith, the horo, and
® band of cnvaliers to make it lively,
The boys of Boston Common and the
red costed  Britinhors was an of Ikode to
inspire their fratornity of todey, wnd it
would be grest fun for our laddios in
Obristmns wook to dross up and §llus
trmto the valor of thelr sucostors, as
thelr English cousing sannuslly com-
memorute  some  otherwive forgotien
achievemoent of foudsl duys,—Phila-
delphin Record.

A Turkey's Lament,

Ah, distinetly | oremarn e -
It was only last November

Thut they chused mo through the back

yurd

And noronn the old barn floor!
Vulluntly and well 1 fought me
T ot duwt the villwine cought me
And procovdod then te trot me
To the us bewide the door;

But, anhamed, they let mo go, for
I wus bonos and nothing more-
Skin snd bones and nothing more

Now, | see It I8 Decomber

And no doubit they will dismember
Me, for o)t iny fatter friends

Huve gone to that other shore,
I've grown pile from apprehension,
For of lute wome marked sttention
Makoes mo think 1w thelr intention
To cut off iny legn and serve me

An u resdbird from the store—
Just & resdbird, nothing more!
~{‘hicngo Inter Ocean.
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CHRISTMAS AT KENO.

How Mard Luck Hankina' Tree Was
Decorated,

““Bpeankin of Christman treea, '’ said
Oyolone Murphy s he snuffed a candle
on the topmost twig of the Keno Guloh
Sunday school tree with his trosty six
shooter and then nipped remonstrance
in the bud by getting the drop on the
Bunday school superintendent, *'re-
minds me of s galoot named Hard Luck
Hankins, who lived up on Tenderfoot
ridgo and who was the biggest kicker
thut ever kicked. This yere Hard Luck
Hankins lived in s eabin on top of the
ridgo and p'tended oz bow he was
miner, but he didn't never seem to mine
apything and was ginorally regarded es
a foller without vikible meaus of wup-
port. Bomo folks wsid he was s rosd
sgent snd others opined ez bow hows
stenlin might be the mine be waw
workin,

“Thoe only thing Keno Gulch ever
ronlly knowed bim to be doin was put-
tin up # powerfu) kiok about one thing
er another, He allers had some bard
luck story to tell, and 'that was why
folke cnlled him Hurd Luck Hankins,

“Thore woasn't s decent lookin tree
on top of the hull ridge except one, and
that tree was o mighty handsome pine
that stood right io front of Hard Luok
Hunking' shanty. '‘She's my old Obrist-
mun tree, ' Hankins wonld growl every
time Chrixtmas come wround, *bat, dern
heor olo hide, Banty Cluws don’t never
bang nothin on her fer me.'

“Thut was jou' Hoard Luck's pesky
and onery way-—allers kickin about
somethin=uud thut bundsome troo nev.
or huvin snything hungin on it fer him
seomed torile him 'specially every year,
‘What's the wee havin u blame Christ-
s troe thut pover don't have nothin
bangin on to 11?7 he'd growl, 'Have m
dorn good notion to oot her down I

“Thiv wont on yenr ufier year, and
the boys kep' n-wonderin snd a-won-
derin how Hurd Luck got s lvin, One
Obristmes ove they found out, and it
put an ond to Hord Luck's quarrel with
his big ploe Christmas tree,

“Fer the very first Christmas senoce
Hard Luck bad been livin in Keno there
was pomothio bhangin on his Christmes
tree,

"What wan iti"" repeated Cyclone
Murphy s he spuffed another cundle,
“"“Why, it was 0ld Hard Luck Hunkiows
bisself, sud he was—kickin—sz—usual,
and kiokin with both feet, "' —Selscted.

Ontarie Gold Birike

Wixmirza, Man,, Dee. 20.—Rat Pord-
age, Ont., Is wild with exoltement over
& marvelous strike made in the Mikado
fald mine, ‘The orefills a slope forty
‘eot high and two and one-third feet
wide, and the richest ore Is worth, on
a conservative estimate, from 825,000

to §35,000 a ton in free milling gold,

E GOOD TO YOUR HOME. BUY 4
New Lincoln Steel Range

TRENHOLM'S SECOND HAND STORE,

980 P Street, North of Postofllce

Largest 8tock ol New and Becond Hand Btoves and Ranges sod Farni-
ture, Tinware, Queensware, Cuttlery, Trunks, and Telescopes, at lowest
prices, Has ll[ t room In which to show s, with 1,000 feet addi-
tional floor space resently ndded. TELEPHONE 738,

you want one of our “Three S'es”: 88880
SHAW A= et weria
SCHAFFER J eyt oo au-
SHILLER 20 uniiny oe ot

Sold on easy terms
at cash prices by fhe

MATTHEWS PIANO CO., "3dest s

Of Beautiful
suitable for Christmas Presents.
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Interesting Goodsy
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" UNDERWEAR TOYS, NUTS, <3
e d Special low pricos, CANDIES AND APPLES .
¥\ 30 dozen Men's Merino Shirts and Mixed Candy, , 20¢, <3
- -E:; Drawers, reg. 200, sale price...... 170 ® H!‘Ia:ngmrpouudd}t.wxe,sc p e
A 20 doz, Men's Banitary Shirts umlzg =7
%] Drawers, reg, 40¢, sale pr. ench,. c 257
_‘_.;h % 17 doz. Mun's elastic ribhed Shirts S
A and Drawers, regular 70¢, sale | =
f‘"; L S 600 1 3
v \ y 24 dozen H'Ill;'n Natural Wool ;8 nlliil . ;
P, Shirts and Drawers, regular 75.'.63 AT < B
o W |
<) S0 Prios, 800l ... c |.fl'-| b
" T ":4.!'!.““ M?ri;u Nuturltsll Wool 85 57
o I irts nnd Drawers, llne, regu- <
‘Q:;; lur $1.00, sale price, sach........... 0 '
e 10 dozen Mon's best Australian .
2 Wouol Shirts and Drawers, et
“Ig’i? reg. $1.40, snlo prive, ench 31-15 FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS
v JRTH OFF on children's C, H. all Nothing is more welcome and appro- =
243 l 5 Woaol Vests and Panta. prinie than such articles as .
= DRESS GOODS Handkerchiefs, <
-, 'PL' " il
g BARGAINS Suspenders, There isn’t much difference in the looks
_ - | good Shoes and bad Bhoes when
T 40 pieces Vicugna cloth, rex. Mufflers y thom in the store, But there
b ular 100, sale price, a .unia 1'20 H ' f.u: r::l 1:’1 of difference when you
19 plecen novelty yarn Fanoles, oods, come to put them to the test of hard R
<k uud.l::tm“:ul .“:lﬂ.l.‘ PRI llo F‘.dn‘tm' w :.“‘ s nion line of Infant's
. ue, wioe, & oy ® have
. : . . | Gloves and Mittens, Noit Nole Nhows 1 varioss col- £ () s
L og ¥ piees Wool Huitings and Nov- ll Skirts and Skirting, R, PO DAPreerrrcrenre 308 t0 QU0
Sitien regular B0c, sale priee, & | Oy | Table Linens, Missea' Kid Dution aad Lass.
LTI “ "m‘. nl. .M.
| Na n 196, sale
< kg 11 pleces Novelly Deess Uoods, 1152, lar §1.20,
regular 0o, sale prive, u-d...aso ‘ Sm‘:: prioe, per POIF......coovmsmmninnn 'l-lz
T pleows Novelly Dresn (oods, POCkﬂ Ladiss’ Kid Button and Laos,
" regular Gle, sule price, » yard. “0 | Albums, stock aud patent tip, the lntest,
e Mli::ml Ilmm‘u. 40 inoh- 3 | T Sets w, m’luu $2.50, sale ‘z ls L
<k ., w binoks and eolore, ssle a dh‘l " PrIm, POr PRIF. .
Ladisn' fine Viel Kid, turns and
Wl o | v G T e e 2.08
wale prive, & yard...... t Knives, )
#1890 Bhowsr proal Cloh, " Perfumes, All our Naye' Lace Rhoes, cheap
b ::3 wide, sale price, & l os R ;:“n.w. sale piricw, (er .L“
L < The NIk Warp Uloria, 50 s 070 Sleeve Buttons, Mew's fine Cordoven Laes and
i, sale price, @ rand..... ... Watch Chains, Colgrems up Lo-date stvle,
MACKINT lar Buttons, LTy T
Ak ..~ . " Plll L]
"-m p::. . .u..'“... bk z.‘o Bar Pina, Men s fae M:Iun Tan l::.t'
B o G ki 8400 Droge, Sed’ Sogen. ogelas o
o AT . Sliverware, $A00, apeeinl hin wesk, ‘z'.s
ot 0100 Gont's  Mackinboshen, “. Napkin Rings, P i
wle prise...... " Watches Ladion'  Alnshas, regular tom, au
SHAWLS! SHAWLS! S Ladue’lisbbors, s 1o 35, Q0
s airtmant a1 momns g o ' b, ek . 98
-':‘ .w 'm.wn ' |- ”u —— PS—— Ve and
e e you
o ok ’ Misaes' Rebbers, 155, poe s 1 50
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~FRED SCHNIDT & BRO., **' it W"°
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