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It inn onse of figures ve. Froth, The
populists bave the figures,

Wheat Is worth 80 conts a bushel in
’m county, This fact explains in
part why the republican campaign has
been slow In starting. All the speeches
and campalgn documents had to be
shipped back to Washington and a new

For

me

=

Popullats are making one ol the
deat campaigns on  record in Texas
1his yoar, Their rallies are attended by
ubussnds, and the old demoeratic ma-
fine is badly shaken, The populists of
{braska sond them their warmest
wishes lor a rousing victory In Novem-
ber.

l Vermont held it state oleotion lnst
week, The republiean vote foll off over
16,000 while the democratie vote (n—
eronsnd 1,000, There was apparently
no populist ticket in the fleld, The dem-
oornts have sleoted 41 wembers of the
lower house—double what they had two
yoars 8go. These results are discourng-
Ing to the republioans and show that
the “war wave'' In not carrying things
thelr way over the country,

A rogiment of Michigan soldiors—
many of them slek-— was due to arrive in
ol lnst woek, The liverymen of the

oity promptly olfersd the free use ol
heir onrriages to translor the sick men,
ANl the hackmen made the same offer.
Only 12 private carriages were offersd
i response Lo appeal through  the ety
- When Uovernor Plogres was
( | be remarked:  “Listen to that,
are 07 milllonaires in  this elty,

And only 12 private earviages offored

palousis aud personal  eontre-
i Ao case ol both on which the
dupend lor this result. It s
partiean statement 10 sy that s
watier of lnglalntion m the poojpin's

A DOLLAR A BUSHEL,

Tho joke that raised the roof at the re-
publican state convention Just year was
that in which one of the speakers said
whent and silver had at last got Lo-
gother~both were worth & dollar a
bushel,

The warket quotations for wheat,
both cash and futures, will be sn inter-
oating study for those who would not
linten lust yenr 1o the suggestion that
the famine In Indis aud erop Inilure in
Europe was responsible for the price ol
wheat, Hers mre the quotations lor
1806 and 1808,
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The price of wheat is just about back
where it was in the summor of 1806, 1t
instill gradunlly declining, 1t Mr. Mo
Kinley raised the price by “restoriog
confidence’” and “opening the mills”
thoro Is  urgent nood that he restore
some more eonfldence and open  some
more mills, All who hoard that master-
placo of logie and oratory—congross-
man Towne’s speoch last yeur before the
populist state convention will rocnll hia
discussion of the price of whont snd its
future as an almost exact prophecy of
what has since taken place,

TRUTH ABOUT THREATMENT OF
BOLDIEIS,

The Omahs Beo and Lincoln Btate
Journal are making strenuous efforts to
make it nppear that the ascounts of mis-
trentment of our woldlers in bowpitel
snd camp are inspired by partisan
malice,

Granting they were so inspired the
question $he people of thin nation want
snswered In this: What nre the Inota?

In it & lnct that at Chickamauga park
soldiors wore compelled to drink bad
water when the mountaios of that re-
glon are full of pure stroams? Isits
fact thet soldiers in the hospital ot
Chickamaugn Park and elsowhero wore
noglectod?

1s It & fact that camps were located In
unhealthy localities when healthy ones
were avallable?

In it s fact that after the battles ol
Santiago there were no surgieal and hos-
pital supplies nvailable?

Init & fact that sick soldiers from Ban-
tingo were crowded on board trans-
ports and brought to New York with-
out food?

These are only o few questions the peo-
ple want suswerod, There is no “parti-
san malice” in the guestions, It In the
the facts that aresought,

No one supposes that President Me-
Kinley or any of his administration de-
sired to have siok soldiers starved or
sound ones mistreated. It I also true
that some hardships and some suffering
are inseparable from war, Butin the
midst of spending all these millions in
buying ships, in conl contracts, in trans]
portation contracts, in bond deals the
American people want to know il there
wasn't money enough to get good pro-
visions, good water, good camps and
good care for theenlisted soldiers. There
waa food enough and medicine enough
and hospital stores enough for'the men
and ships enough to carry thom, There
wais an overflowing treasury to buy these
things with, Why was not the money
used to got these things to the soldiers?

These are not partisan questions,

NTARK'S SENTIMENTS,

Iu & sposch madein congress April, 19,
1808, Congresaman  Stark offered  his
viows on the advisability of voting a
$400,000,000 bond bill when there was
over $300,000,000 onsh on hand in the
national treasury, Sald he:

“When the relative standard of the
two nations ls considersd, it will be seen
that it is unwise to inoar uewarranted
exponditures or make needives  propara.
tion lor a struggle which may not be
greatly prolonged. It s an evidenos of
wonkioss, not strength, lor us to ex-
hibit undue haste or willi o mort-

e our patrimony. hat farmer

aving mon  loess o bis fambly would
o0 it rensonable Lo create &
interval-bearing debt a0 long as
cinn, druggst and merchaut were
to extend to hlm eredit upon  open ao-
count? Would he not preler 0 mest
labilition us they came in, to rushing
headlong o lolly and ruin by mortgag-
g hin homesivad™

The backwoods sohool master who
woild “teash elther roumd or fat™ geogs
rapay, awording (0 Whe weighborhood,
has gonsrally oot regnrded as o joke,
bat the Uiah republivass have proves
the cunlrary. They have underiaken
0 testh buth round and Bal 8t the
snie Ve and s the same sohoal. AN
their stable conveution lasl weel they
wdupted by an almoet  usasimous Yels
o platiorm wilh the fullowing  planka

RN
“We ud  the admin
tnivation ol Preasteat lieliniey, oad tbe
m;ﬂam—dnﬂw
¢ Lnabopniden the sablon of any

Aol

ww the we and un
ﬁg&rd o the ratle of
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ti = remenbersd that Mark
evasion 16 wrile & letier o

didates for loeal office it was impossible,
Therefore, in the general spirit of mu-
tual compromise that marks all partios
in their decadence, it seems to have been
agreod to have oune plank lauding the
president’s gold standard policy nnd an-
other one endorsing the Bryan plativrm
ol 16 to 1, unlimited, without consent
of uny nation oo earth, This highly
satislactory wettlement of the whole
business was ngreed to with s whoop.
The INpEFENDEST puggedts thnt Judge
Norris and other republican  eandidntes
in doubtinl Nebrasks districts adopt it
i thelr campuign—ior instanes, make o
declaration that, wherens, ote., it s
necosanry to be in lino with the ndminis-
tration, we are for the gold standurd
awod more bonds at Washington, yet,
novortheleas, whorens, the poople of Ne.
brasks are not  yot converted to that
beliel, therelore, we ore in this state for
silvor coinage of dollars with wilver
onough in them to make every feather in
the engle's tuil point toward a certif)-
eato of olection, oto,

It is usually expectad of n atate papor
of nny party that it will uniformly com-
mond the party’s course and approve
what it has done. The INDEPENDENT
dowires to exercise a little wider latitudo
of judgment and expression than that ol
morely endoraing the notion of populist
conventions and populist officers, It
mentions the fnet now so that there may
bo o full understanding between it and
its fifty thousand renders, No one pa-
por, and no one set of men, is big enough
to run the populist movement. 1t is the
aim of this paper to fully present all
shades of opinibn In the movement
throngh ite correspondence and prews
clippings departments, Bosides that, to
have an opinion of ite own o express,
The life of the popullst movement in this
treodom of exprossion,

—— —_——

It in to be hoped there inno truth in
the reports from Manila that war s
about to be precipitatod between the
Amorican soldiers there snd the Phili-
pine Iosurgents. Nobraska has thir-
teen hundred of her wons in that lar-off
land. They were not sent there to fight
u pooplo struggling for freedom. 1la
single boy of the First Nebraska is killed
in such & war we csn promise the author-
ities at Washington an investigation by
the state of Nebraska hersel{ that will
not wait on tue untieing of tape in either
tho war or state departmonts.

JOHN BHERMAN ALSO.
Old John Sherman of Ohio is out
of office now and not afmid to speak
bis mimd. The following letiter wos
written by him to & friend who sent
him a cipping from the Oulo Btate
Journal eriticising bim for his out-

spoken attacks upon the manugemeny
of the war antd Uhe tremtment of the
Olio volunteers:
“Washington ,D. C,
My Dear Your kimd note of the

inst, is received, 1 am not dis
turbed by the criticlem of the Ohlo
State Journal, It 4 mistaken In the
conge of my eurnest interest for our
gollant soldiers ut antl after the battle
of Santingo.

“Nor Is #t true that I am influenced
by General Miles whom 1 love not
seeni for many months, Nor have I
heard from him,

“The treatment of our soldiers was
harsh and oruel and this wans caused
by gross neglect amd delay of officers
of the war departiment.

aguin,

“1 hope this will not ocour
“JOHUN SHERMAN."

7, 1808,—

Very truly yours,

ATRUESTORY OF THE TIME,

Thers was a boy once upon o time
born in Nebraska. He was born on the
edge of n corntield, where the corn nnd
the prairie met, in a little sod house
plastersd inaide with white cotton sbeet-
ing, and with ita one room divided into
two by folding doors ol the snwe ma-
torinl, e was sorry to be born, and
eried about ity as many another Nebras-
kn baby has done belore and sinee. The
wind rostled wmong the corn leaves to
still the baby's erying nnd his {ather
eame in from the eorn plow at uoon,
clothed in brown overnlls, and oarried
the baby up sod down in bis yreat sun-
burnt nrma while the little mother pro-
pared the dinner with her own  hands
and placed it upon the plue table, They
wero very happy lving all by themsel ves
in the little sod house where the greal
woa of praivie gross rolled  Its waves all
day long about them as though it would
swnllow up thelr little island howe,
And the baby's eries were hushed every
Hay ln s big susburat lnther's arms be
fore he went out to the ecorn feld and
the breaking plow while the litthe wothe
worked in the itthe island bhome and
walched through its single sindow Lhe
Borses enrs aa they went up and dows
nll day long through the long waves ol
prairie grass  aod the rustiing som
lvaves

The praivie wice bureveed holes n Uhe
walls ol the sl houss sud ihe mablle
suahes burrowed alter  the miw and ve
sasioaally go! iroigh onte the foor
where the baby oropt as be grow oldey,
bt thal nover harmed the baby wor
daunied the lttls mother nor  hindersd
he big sunburat lther from golang o
wied fro Whrough the rastling corm leaiee
wnd the 1all praivie graes.

Bo e baliy grew o be & bay and
pattersd w00k bare bt i the patha that
bl s madde (hroagh the tall praive
e and played bn b shade of e
Mruggling suueg bives Lhat were grow.
fng ol aronnd the sod house that now

-1 had o litie irame edditiun tn unh Vur

playmates the boy had the grasshop-
pore aad the ground squirrels and Old
Shep, the family dog, and the call that
wan picketed to n short rope near the
adge of the cornfisld and the great waves
that rolled across where the prairie grass
used to grow, but where now grew a
whent fleld, and the sky and the clouds
uid the quall that ran along the waves
of rustling corn. The bov thought that
the whole world was one great pradrie
with eornflolds and waving grass and n
eloar wkgg nnd  freedom everywhers, He
thought so because that was the world
o lived in and he had never visited any
other worlds,

Thero cume o time very shortly for
him to start on o visit. to other ones,
It enme one April morning when the
little mother fastened n now straw hat
to lis walst by o cord and started him
with n little tin pail in bis hand across
thi wen of praivie grass and whoat flolds
toward another little sod island o mile
awny. Thestraw hat sniled safely over
tho wea and found in the little islund at
tho und of the voyage a lairy in n ging
ham apron and o white collar, The
fuiry hnd o wand and with the wand
#hio pushed njar the gatoeway to the
other worlds, There was the world of
words,~-such a lot of people lived in it
and you bad to know them all by their
fucos the momont you met them, ‘Thore
wan the world of numbers which wos n
yory hard oxncting world to visit in—
ovorything bad to be so straight and
prim and precise, And there was the
world of history. Dest ol all the boy
liked that, In it woas Genernl Washing-
ton eromsing the Delaware and Napoleon
upon the Alps and Nelson breaking
through the French line and Paul Re-
vero riding uway through the night to
Concord and General Grant at the Wil-
derness aod over it all & halo, Many an
bour did the boy stenl away from the
other worlds to live in this one, Many a
time did he storm the heights of Quabee
with Wolle orcharge down Lundy's lane
with Soott. War and patriotism! Lib-
orty and martial glory! Now and for-
ever one and jnseparable,

8o thinking and living and dreaming
the boy grew to be ayouth, The clear
Nobraskn sky and the pure Nebraska
air and the homely Nebraska corn bread
and milk bad done their part. He was
straight and sturdy and strong ns one
of the tall trees that threw their shadow
nbout the spot where onoe stood the
litile wod house awd the struggling
young waplings. He was strong and
sturdy and straight as thoy becauss like
them he had grown up and out ol Ne-
braska soll and the roots of his belng
struck down deep therein, The big sun-
burnt father and the little quiet mother
and the lairy with the wand and white
collar had done their part. He was
truthful and generons and loving be-
¢nuse he had grown up in an stmos-
phere of kindness and love and truth,
His heart throbbed with sympathy for
the oppressed and suffering everywhere
and the blood beat against his brain in
hot indignation ut the story ol cruelty
or salfishpess or wrong. His soul longed
for the opportunity to throw itsell into
the conflict for Ireedom and human
rights, Alas! there was no such oppor-
tunity. The nation was droning along
like u lazy plow boy following the corn
plow on n July afternoon. There was
no bugle call to the flald of glory and
patriotism, There was likely to be none.
There was no fleld for valor excopt the
corn flald and there was no weapons lor
daring save the hoe and the piteblork.

Acrosa the brown prairie land there
eamo one winter time n far-off ory of
distress,—#o lar-ofl it seemed to be from
a distant planet, The prairie lavd hoard
the ery and wished that planets were
nearer to one another or that some gen-
jus had solved the problem ol orossing
integ-stellar space. The ery enme nearer
and blended with it the ery ol one Nes
braska woman's voiee, Then it was
sllent again, but the prairie land woke
ap. 1t wasn't so far to neighboring
planots after all,

And thon there came o new sound, Tt
waa the sound of a bugle! At last! Not
fur off now, but near at hand. 1t came
overithe hills one morning in corn plant-

|jng time and blew so shrill in the boy's

oar Lhat it startled him, “Liberty and
glory —war and patriotism’ it oried,
“Liberty and glory—war and patriots
ot " the old song Wt had slumbered
w0 long in the boy's bosom,  Alter that
there was no musio in the blackbird's
weisnlons chatter or the patter of April
raln on ihe dead corn stalka, “Liberty
and glory—war and patriotism” st
evory Wirning ia the Beld, The tewm
was ia the feld the next day,but the sun
burnt fnther was behiud them, The bay
waa &b the reeruibing  offive, e passed
the sunmination, He beld up his hand
and ok the oatk 10 support (he son
stitation and obey his superior oleers
He was mustersd “Liberty and
wlory —war and patriotism’’ mag e bis
snre when the delll  sorgeant took him
oul in o squad Just like Biwm mud shased
Whow up anid dosn aeross o mkly feld,
aud halted nnd  right about-laved | hom
il pat them through the manual ol
ars ab & ealtling pace and at  length
turaed thew over 1o e sompany s

wander who eolumn righted aud slume |

boltwsd ihomn and deploved thowm s abie
wishorn anid shut them upr agnin like o

heart burnings over comnissions and
soft places. He bad none of them. He
rejoiced to stand guard in the rain and
sweep the company streots and dig slop
holes and do disagreeable duty. It was
part of the discipline of the soldier. It
was preparation for the great work
further beyond, “War and patrfotism
~liberty and glory—one and insepara-
ble” was the watehword that answered
every challenge of doubt or distrust or
suspicion on the picket line of his heart.

Bo then the marching and connter
marchings having been done, and  the
commissions all made out, and the griefs
all nired and the political pulls all packed
away for luture use, and the sgents for
oll the different transportation lines
awarded contracts, nnd the orders coms
from Waghington, the regiment moved,
The big sunburnt father and the little
quiet mother had come down to witness
the ovent and with them n descendnnt
in spostollc succossion of the Injry with
the wand and white collur. And toars
glintened in the eyes of ull three like the
rain drops on the prairie grass as the
boy's company marched down to the
tranin and waved its  handkerchiels and
cumpalgn bats from the windows until
the windows disappeared ina cloud of
dust,

Tha glistening tonrs disappoared, but
the clond of dust staid. All day and
all night and snother day they traveled
with it, throngh n maze of villoges wod
farms nnd forest nnd waving flogs and
gnily dressed girls and eako and pie and
sundwiches, "Liberty and glory—war
and puatriotism'—surely the path to
them waa pleasant,

The camp ot last. A medley of mules
and ambulances and equipage nnd tents,
Thousands upon thousands of men and
miles upon wiles of tented streets, An-
other thousand of men and another
mile of street, There was brush to chop
and ground to clear and tents to put up
nnd drains Lo dig. The soft clay was
very different from the sandy loam of
Nobraska, The bot wouthern rain foll in
torrents nnd the hotter southern sun
came oul and cooked the decaying vege-
tation until ss the boy remarked they
had “steam soup” every day lor dinner,
“Liberty ond glory—war oand patriot-
inm''—the boy kept saying overyday to
himsell as he tramped through the mud
or stood guard rainy nights and watched
the ghosts of Minama rise from the cess
pools and mouldering folinge about him,

One thing the boy began to motice
now that'he was a thousand miles from
home that he had never thought ol be-
fore—that was the difference between an
officer and a private. He had never sup-
posed there was any particolar differ-
ence belore—no more difference than
there was between the precinet assessor
and the men who elected him to assess.
Now he was snddenly made conscioun in
direce intrusive ways that there was
very great digerence—one that he was
constantly reminded of for lear he would
forget it. It was not that the regiment
was turned out on parade in the rain for
the mere gratifieation of headquarters.
1t was not that they had better food
there than in the company mess. The
boy cered for neither of these things. It
was despotism and class distinetion.
The boy was born into the world of free-
dom and fraternity. He had enlisted to
fight in their canse. He was willing to
obey orders, to endure hardships, but he
was not prepared to pay homage to
anyone by Almighty God. And msome-
how, percolating from division hewd-
quarters all the way down to the tent
ot the head of the company streot wae
the idea of worship ol sboulder straps.

The hot days ol summer grew hotter
and sickness stalked into the camp. The
water was unfit  to drink. The seepage
and sewerage of fity=thousand men
soaked the soll and steamed up benenth
the summer sun, The parades and grand
reviews went ou although some of the
men were grown 8o woeak they could not
keop in line, The food grew poor in
quality and the hespitals were so ovir
ecowded that the sick were uncared for

Ig them, Out in the mountains the
water was olear and the alr was  pure,
The boy used to think sometimes It was
| strange that the regiment was pot
moved out there, Then he reflected
| that belug ouly o private he was not ex.
‘ peoted to think anyway, “Liberty and
glory—war and patriotism''—he won.
| dered whethor he was serving lor them,
: Nob belug outitled to talk he could only
wonder and go on dolag  duty and digs
ging water closst vaults and watehing
his vompany drop away nutil there were
sonroely enough ol them well to do guard
duty,

He tolt like dropping oot Mlomsell, but
clear grit and fear of the hospital beld
Bl up wntll the nows vame Nt of the
gronl vielories and then ol peaee, Thelr
woraoul nature bired ol miounting
grodnd and the snsmy rushed ln, “A
bad ense ol yphodd * sald the dostor

a4 he was Wakon to the bompital, Thea

s hin delirinm a new light

e il 10 was ae longer
patriotiam”  thal
Lomaed in lever
Al last in e true nalure—a  detroying
| deapotinm crushing all Whe nobler wal)
menis ol ihs human heart, A wasis ol
human lile and onorgy —a  bresdor ol
sollahpras, & companion ol srruption

“war asd
b warmared as o

[and jublury—a nightmare ul inlrigus

lady's lan and Beally sent Whom mudidy | and folly and orime. 1a bis lever he suw

anid breatbloss (o mmmp.

e graves of bis gomrads whoa disd s

The boy wnderstond (hat this was all | wvered camps, be saw the willioas ol

P & e

wonny wasisd 8 Irmssporiabion eon
trmvis, : parehasen ol shipe, 10 ewiees
bowbardments, and wilh these bo tan

'Ifl!h-l W08 | ey _I.

He semined (o e war|

the home on the prairie where carefy
economy had ruled sinee he was born
He saw the district school houss whose
doors were open only fouror five months
in the year because the money would
keep them open uo longer.

He saw all these and knew even in his
fever that out of their ecopomy and self- \
deninl must be paid all the waste aud
extravogance of war., No wonder hn
onlled “pence—home—mother” continy
ally with burning lips,

Apd they came, The little quiot
mother from the far-off Nebraska bome,
who had not been out of the state since
Le was born, was there in  tho
hospitel at bis side, with food, and nups-
ing, nud love that knew no bounds or
obstacles,

Home ngain, Bock from the hospitul
and fever camp, Back to God's country
—where the nir is pure and the water
clear, und the corn lenves rustle and the
big, sun-burnt father can 1t bhim and
enrry him into the house as he used to
carry the baby ot the noon time so
many yonrs ago. Whore the fairy with
the white eqllar stands waiting with
swimmiog oyes and outstretehed hand,
Buck to life, nnd home, and hope,  And
never more to repuat “liberty and glory
—war snd patriotism—one and insepar
able,” but nlways so long s lite shinll
last, “freedom, brotherhood, peace,

HARDY'S COLUMN,

Crimingd Wrong—Isthmus Canal Next
— Mumwes—Penitentinry  Bhortage, {
Treasury Vaulte—Security of e
wwdlors—Taxation of Notes and
iiurt-mlm-u- Jeforms Not  Tulled
of in the East—Disarm-—BSchool
Levy, Bugar Beets—Big ‘Trust
MelKinley and Prosperity.

It is quite evident there has been
gross negleet I not eriminal wrong
connected with the commissary and

medical departments in our volunteer
wrmy, It ix bad enough to be shot at
while defending the rights of human-
Iy, but to be hoalf starved and half
cared for when slck and wounded s
worse than stopping bullets. If long
marches hod been the order  there
would have been some reason for lack
of supplies, but nothing of the kind.
We expected some sickness in Cuba,
but there was no reason for so much
on our own wsoll,

L B
Now that the BSpanish war Is
through, the next undertaking should

be the completion of the Nicaragua
ecanal, It becomes o national neces-
ity, dividing os it does our national
domain, Then our Paclfic trade,when
Russie finishes her railroads to the
wea, will be doubled and thribbled ln
n very few years, Natlonal safety de-
mands it as a work of self defense,
Then, on top of all, the toll colected
of other nations will pay the interest
on what it will cost if economically
construected.,
. e

The republicans have discovered, an
they think, un unheard of  thing
among the state oflicers in  power.
They ride on passes., That aloue is a
sufficient reason to kick them all out
and put in republicans who never do
such naughty things. For one, we are
In favor of making a law that all state
and county and city officers shall be
entitled ex-officio, to ride on any and
all rallroads in the state free. Then
if any officer rides free and charges
the state, county or city mileage It
shall be suflicients ground for im-
peachment,

.

There is another thing the republi-
cous can't understand, that is why it
should be necessury now to draw on
the state approprintion for the pup-
port of the penitentiary while, before
this, it has been self-supporting under
fusion management, It is very easy
’f' explain the cause for this, :Ih-pul;-
lican thieves have filled up the pris-
on 1o that extent made it necessary.
Lt the prison will not be over-erowil
ed long, If the republicans elect thelr
governor for the pardons will fly live
ly. Joe Bartley will be ;mrllun;wl the
first erack, you will see,

. & »

We hope the next leglslature will
poss n law requiring all state, county
and eity treasurers to keep every dol
lar of public money in the treaniry
until pald out on public  debts or
losned out ns the law requires of the
sihool money, Then there will neves
be much money on hand, The willlon
the republicans kept on haml wos 5o
I\l'[ll In the luterest of the treasuret
compelled to either pay  debis
and the party leaders, It woull hav
Iwon p.l.li ot hidd the treasurer o
hold it

L

in the treasuary I]Inlll'l‘ L
of the treasury would keep natte
wiralght Nobimska has lost  enong b
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Another law for the further prots
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