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MINERS" DARK OUTLOOK

Two Thousand Men Idle Ip
Dawson City.

MOST OF THE MINER OLOBED.

Are About
Suficient to Defray the Expenses of
Alnskin the Groatest Min.
Ing Conutry In the World,

“The Wages Fald to Laborers

Their Board

[From Our Bpeolal Correspondent. )
Dawson, June 26,
Unless conditions chiango thoro will
bo much suffering in this conntry before
another winter hoas possed.  And tho
change of conditions mugt be as matorinl
us it will be nnox peatad
The town swurins with newceomery,
and not one-guartor of thom havo oash
enongh to pay thoir fara back to tho
Btatew it prosent prices, 1 have talked
with seores of tham as they throng the
principal stroot amd, ke Wilkinsg Mi
onwhbor, ""wolt for womothing to tarn
up. 't Bteange too ey, nany of thom
thought thelr work wuas ended whoen

| other day when 1 asked him what he
| thought of it. ** Why, this is the great-
est mineral country in the world, For
its development it needs brains, indus.
try, capital and the kind of posh and
[ enterprise thut dovelopod the far west
in tho States, It ean't 311 be done o a
day nor o year nor in five yoars, of
vonrss, but the Almighty has put  the
minera] weulth hore, and man will soon
or or Intor dig it ont. 1t offors o good
flold for cupital, w botter one  for labor
nud the best fur tl.ll.lltill nnil labor oo
bined, **

“But the placer mines will soon boe
wur]{illl out?!

S“Notountil Jong after you and I are
dead and gone, my Loy, "’

SAnd ik there uoy qguarts miniog?"’

SMaore than dn noy conntey o earth, '’

Y1ut hiove not too many men oous b
hore thiy your?"'

SPawibly, although the country will
woon takie care of  thew, provided they
are willing to work ot whoatever thoir
| hands il toodlo, Our e Ny in ollor

ing &0 n cord to wollchoppers, yol
many of them vofume to go  to worle ot
| theso terms, But
[ o the border for #1 e cord, The prices
[of both food and  labor must oot

:flll“ll bofors the econttry will forge

Il o h”ll|"'i| Wi

THE HILLA BACK OF DAWHGN CITY
[Copyright, 168, by L. K. Roberison, photographor, Chil g}

they renohod Dawson,  Alaw, 16 had bot
Just begun ! When I first renohsd town
some threo woeks ngo, there wias work
anough for nll, Now work Is extromely
scarce and ot u reduction of from om
quarter to onc-half.  True, the mines
would give cuploymont to muny-
though not tow tithe of those that aroe
here and nood it—=hut water is low ot
at the crecks, and in many onases this
hos rosulted o susponding work slto-
gether.
No Country For s Workingman,

“1 tell yon thisain't no country for
o workingman, "' said ono of tho new-
comors to me this morming.  He sat on
tho edge of tho board sidewallk on tho
main thoroughfare of Dawson, while
his fest hung over to the stroot below,
There wers 2,000 idle men in tho stroot
at the time, some talkiog, somoe whit-
tling, some reflocting, **“Thera's nothing
in it for me, and'm going to get out. "'

“How long have you been bere?'’

“Oh, about n week, "'

“*Beon up the oreok yot?"!

“Yeu, D've just got back, nud you
don't cateh mo up thero again.  Every-
thing has been staked within 100 miles
of hore "'

nhond in its devel IR PrOesm, mnd 1
am inelined to think thik resnlt will bo
'um-nmphrh.ul shortly, for  traospoartic
thon fuctlition both by river sod over
Luasel wro bedng eapidly Ineromsd, '

The food probilum is iodend a momen

toun one Just now, tho searclty bdng so
great that the ountiits of Jodividunls
Leoming down the river find ready pur-
chasory,  Buot they are scarcely a “‘drop
in the bocket Whisky, howaver,
socrny to e plenty sinee the pdvent of
tho threo stenmers that wintored below
in the jee. The first one to arrive was
tho May West, n sminll eraft well known
nlong the river, When sho was first
mighted below, the shout, ** Bteambost !
waont up from all over town, and soon
sovornl thousand peaple wore et the
dook ready to woloome her, although
the hour was nowr midnight.

S wonder what she's got for grub?"
ways one. 'I'mogetting tired of  beans
and bacon. '

Imwson Does Not Waorry.

Thus speculntion and  anticipation
ware rifo. Dot when the steamoer wiak
made  fast the expectant multitude
learnod her entire osrgo consistod  of
whisky. Thus Dawson continues hor
diot of flour, beans snd  bseon, but shoe

“You, but if you want work you can
got it ot 810 per day,"" I suggest,

YWell, what's $10 0 day in n coun-
try where they chargo you $7.50 o day
for grob aml &1.650 for o bunk? What
have you got left for clothes and tobac-
¢ot"

Very fow of those who came into the
country thin yenr are at work., Possibly
60 have secured smployment to repre
sont claims at 8500 cach, without board,
for tho threo months' work., As many
more are cutting wood into four foot
longths for the truusportation ecom:
panies, Tho pay is 85 por cord, and the
wood Is so soft that the ax is oaxily
driven to the oye with a sturdy blow,
Buot wood is searce, and it muost all b
hauled within casy nocoss of the river's
bank, so that the Yukon stosmoers may
load it vasily. Nome—a scare or more—
have found employment in the stores
TORLAUEREIER, or sawmills in
town, buat this demand was suppliod
long ago. 1 notiosd one tall, fine ook
Ing young wan carrying water from the
spring to the business conter of the
LWL, For this e "-!1 50 rents per
buoket, und by bard work he can make
% or $10 por day.  He wears s well fit
tedd yolio weross s broad shoulders, and
AR bo easy msttor o peaok tha twao
bueket load wlong the streeot mad rough
trall. Mo is weoll sdducated and has the
appearance of a gontleman,  Anothor
bright young man has socared o ploy
ABLAE s Wailer d oy

statitant
The Mrighiter Nide,
Nut & large progortion of this year's

mflow o Dawsen Uity will returm 0
the Blates lolgw vold weathier sola
i, provided they can got  there,  Bamne
are preparing o get ool aleesdy, and
some will Follow sult as masi a8 ey
caly olife Lheir i

Mub there ba & bighter shde.  Captain
Jubis 4. Hwaley., v preabdont  and
manager of the Noath Nserican Trans
portation and Tesling company, pie
sobile 18 ae Foredbdy we any e | have
e hh e Uaplain Mealoy is ol only
Ehe bond Rnowin smann b Alsahs, bul

hoows Alaskha lotier than sy ode hory
Mo is lihowise sasily the londing spiriy
b Dawsn ity Moshost il wnasanin
Vg In patiber sl having the ek
ol » Brnbivacal, o e wonld ke him
for al wlbd Brositieorsiman, Dudian Hahter
ad mbeenr, e Mved In Mot b
smveral years sl was county sherilt on
Sl boder when the pomition resgulisl
adh di@retion pud o urege

CALaeka s fature T e il o e e

iy ngain supplicd with whisky, and “*all
ROk morry as o marriage bell.'' Mean
|timo tho river ix falling day by day,
and probably but few of the boats that
aro now ut St. Michael's loaded with
food will be able to reach here this sea

| son. Botdon't think for n momoent that

Dawson worries,  Are not hor 16 or 1
gambling houses as waoll thronged as
over? And can any town have so many
of those establishmonts and not bo pros-
perous? Not but what theso places could
| not get wll the gold dust in town in s
woek if they chose, for the gentlo nrt
of gnming hns ndvanced so mpldly in
the past decade that the oxpert faro
dealor can win ot his own sweet will
[ But he dows not do this. Oh, no! It
would kill the business. 5o if n new
place ts oponod  and It 15 not & " suar
gamo'' the balance of the game house
i koopors direct the Canndian oflolals to
oloss It forthwith, Thus the businuess is
fostored, nndd the poor minor hins *'n Lot
tor show for s money, "'

Just one word about Canadian off
clals and Canadian law. Three-quarters

of the peaple pevin utnbie o Pl Wil

povore ehough o express thel¥ condem
pathom of them,  The balanee denounee
the law, but have nothing  against th
oMciale As it has uot beon wy e thod
o rely upon the TINEE
for my facts, | oan only say that at the
Rold Moo | Kinow cases
whierw soane have beon permitted to ok

stalements of

(R TTRITR Y P T e

At aps shiowing what gr M RITTR ST

lowmbond mivel W hat groaud has ol w hil
| olbyera were polussal thio saine Tavyod "
s openly cpargod that §5 or §10 is ke
| price of thess spocial Tavors. O this |
|lll W okl 'he oo bsstoner bim
soll bas the weanner of & wan of wiwes

ol vosstienitionsioss, bal 1 e Bo rea
it why he ahonld wot allow sovess |
e papers showbing the ground aliomdy
howatld I seovins an mweh his duly as
0 ois thal of & govorvment basd agent |
elbow parvspoctive s illore s vas Vo teapa

Shioow biagl what s Tor salde and W bare 10
s hiwalml Pt o e Nviale wen
roasias b el inng sle Aho wiside Lt s
shven by e alledd baeh b L lawe D
PRy tmpacity b hassdiv the §wson
paadle aned the b i Morones o bke pub

Mo deamand T bwdtor sory b Lotiers
blo pibesd wp b this dark Uit poshofMos
o weeks with waicoly ab oMt b Jis

Withube Mt | he laal weal) i hore has

beest Iving over a week, amd 18 Yol i
aling wnopeiied. Truly Lhiw i simm s
Puiah | b sl e b0 ey en

A A Hina

| Bpoculstion wie vife as to the nmonnt

OFF FOR ST, MICHAEL'S.

Disadvantages of Starting a
Journey on Friday.

BOENES AND INCIDENTS EN ROUTE,

Balling Dowo the Mighty Yukon— Alnska's
Universal Pests - The American Side Wil
e the Best Yor Miners This Yenr 1L 1s
Sald.

[From Our HSpecial Corrpspondent, |
B Mickary's, July 10,
One I'eidny morning we sob sall,
And on owe porl frion land
Wa nl) esipibedd o
With s comnl ol & gloss In her hind

Waomight bhave waltod until Sator
day bofore wo set sall from Dawson anid
thuw averted all of our misfortunos
or, botter yot, wo might have got nway

T mermidid

Thurkday, but wo were all snxlouk to
talee the trewmre ship, sl thus we
philunderod with fate,  And what wak
tho onteome? We lost thres passongers,
lay 06 hours on oo sand bar, brolo n hog
chain, disablod ruddor, nearly
atarvod for want of food, and our Lotlirs
the
Of course we conld nocount for

onr
cunght eold and hud congostion of
Tunges,
the brosking of tho bog chinin g thinl was
enupod by the woight of trommre in the
hold,  Buat the other wisfortones wers
soluly due to sailing on Fglday,
Cirole City wsveriod,

It wos in
when wo got wway, aud the wholos town
of Duwson to peo s ofl,

hoo'elock the aftornoon

turued ont

af l,(‘!llll dust wo wora !III{III]..! out, mud
goma of tho wore cnutions wers sure wo
would bowaylatd wod tho stenmer seut-
tlodd and robbod by fiver outlaws or
Hpunish plentos, The fare from Dawkon
to Beattlo or Han Franciseo had boon
fixed wt #8300, Lot 4f 16 hoad been twice
that s the stenmbont would have
boon overcrowded,  As it was, thore
woere ahout three thnes a8 many pusson
gors as thoro woro accommodations for

It womething loss than 850 milos
down the river to the Amurican sido
and 106 miles to Eogle City, the camp
ol the goto of the new diggings whers
gold b beon foond in peying quanti-
tiow, Those weo oll on the American
phde.  The (NIRE N AT BT orocks nr
Boventy Mile, Forty Mile, American
pud Miller. It secms to o the prevail
ing opinion that Eagle Clty will soon
becomis one of the most bmportant min-
ing earaps on the Yulon, There are big
guarty leads wlong the mountaing in th
locality, but their valuoe is yob to b test
ed,

Olrelo City, 290 miles from Dawson,
han been practically desertod.  Most of
the miners left it loug ngo for the ut

THE NERBASKA INDEPENDENT

the marks of his fine Italian hand are
plainly vieible upon every human croa-
tare.

Roturning to tho mines, 1 should nov
fail to state that the American side is
the place for tho miner this year, both
beonuse of its far more favorable min-
ing lows and because the Klondike ro-
gion s already congested,  Troe, thero
I8 o lock of law on the American side,
nnd capital will bo slow to entor the
fleld until after Unclo Sam has supplied
the much nooded military or police and
elvil authority, Early in the season
thers was a rush from the Amerioan
wltde to the Klondike reglon, but at pros-
ent the trend is the other way., Al
though the general mining laws of tho
Unidted States permit the entry of 20
aorew, the miners themselves, by adopt-
ing locul regulations of their own, have
Hndtedd the extent of olafms groatly,

Burisl of the Young Civil Englueor,

Tho frst of our misfortunes inoidont
to sotting sadl on Friday ooourred just
below Hompare Clry.  Now, the samo
rulos upply to navigating the Yukon ns
on tho great voyage of Hfo, It s eany
enough wo lung as you go with the onr.
rent and keep ont of shallow water,
But woe did neither and suddonly found
ourkelves, ns many o poor mortnl hae
alovetime, winek fast on s ssnd  bar,
Hevo wo lay for 86 hours,  Finally, by
dint of consrant swearing nnd clgnretto
mmoking on the part of the mate, tos
guther with s bawser fastened 0 a
pioce of timbor stack fost in o peigh-
borlng island, we slowly swung off,
but wi had not proceeded  far before
there wore n violent shook, m guick st
thog of the storn of the steamer wnd o
wuddon stop of the michinery. Tho hog
ehnln hwd broken, and ooy steamer was
totally disgabiled, It wonld make n good
#tory to declare that tho aceldont wis
dug to the welght of the arctic treasure,
to the wolght of gold dust wo hid on
bonrd, but I am nob €0 sure of this, snd
it moy have boon cnosed by nothing
more nor less than o poorly construeted
ptewmer,  After lying holpless for o
few hours wo wero overtaken by another
stonmer of the samo lne, which, after
womo persnakion, took us in tow,  That
pight death pent his messonger nbonrd
and called for s poor follow who had
but recently come into the country and
wid roturning on nocount of illnoss, He
witw i elvil englneer and 4 young man
of declded  promiss,  The next day wo
stopped wt one of the wood stations, and
ap the hillside from the river's bank
wtrong arms suoconded o thawing oot
the frozen ground and after bours of
hard work in making a shallow grave.
The whip's carpontor mads o niocely
plancd cofMin, and then o little proces-
alon walked op tho hill, whers the Ma-
ponde borinl servico wos held. Tt waw
about as desolnte an oaffair as could be
fmagine), But what does it matter
whore the body rests when the sonl has
left 17

Our next misfortune was due to the

—]

DAWSON CITY IN A FLOOD
CORDEICE

[Copyright, 18K, Ly L, K Roborison, photographer, Chleago. ) |

THE CENTER HOUSE I8 THE

GOLD ¥ |
OFPICE |

thiat time more auspicions field of Daw.
son, but I fanoy many would like to ges
back, nithough it has thus far develop-
od no mines of much richoess. 1 should

judge there wers not 50 white men in
|

" rloning

the whole town, and there were a scoro

ar more Jog eabiins one conld move In

to, their owners having whandoned
thein long ago
Iu fact, the only mines on the Amori

ol wlde that ate i Any Way atiractive
enough to allure gold seckors from the
Klondike distriot are at Hampars Ciiy
whore protably 176,000 has alroady
beenn taken out from Na | to No 10
above discovery on Little Minook

The Mosguile Vest,

U Alder orvek nothing worth men
has been foumd, but Rossian
crvell lioks Tavorable, both above sl
below dim I Judge thaore are ot
wiore than 100 wen working om all thes

Iniiun “ Ay =l Livew wer UHIN “ll TR
Klomedihe, sl o thie minees of Lattk
Minook are ossly six milea from cat)
paoking vosta ouly 10 ta 15 cells por
- whl e town site of "Allllull Ly
shewod sie aa the besd of any o the )
por Yukon viver. 11 bs high, fairly dry
e bowand the streain. A

Yory

ad gently »l

spring of palatable water 1o ales pear at
hand. ¥ wine I8 has thie Inevitab
T T LI T sl the better | got o
fuali! Iowinhi thie post (e e I &
e dimesd b s thial I8 s bhe suw
try & wedsd bate paolie Thete may |
apologinga br Hodsmplemme aml  Marai,
b bAY labis Vbt Tiberius was »
gvend wndl goesl ruleor sl that Usligula

wasti 't W blawe, but | wendd Jiks o
auy vhie apdogiion e the vohammd] L4010
arvhi Weom ibbo, whioh tevels In ool

womdhoer asd i bt b s and b aliaels

b weomnle il b oopen, Wy Ay Al by
wight. Why, Mhere's ool & s o &
shirsbh hets W Mivhaol s, auld the
winds howl sores a shatn wastea al
Rl Mles Yol ihe peaky mesmiuite s
howe Tross uses beona vkl auol bher, sl |

[ |
sudden indisposition of the boilors of
the steamer that had us in tow, and
they had to bo doctored for a half day
bofore they conld do  their work with.
out & wheozing sound. That night there
wis nuother denth aboard, the vietim
bolug a woman who was returning with
her lintle giel from Dawson to the
Btates. She was buried at the hiltle
Russian missdon settloment of Andreaf
kil and her little girl tuken in charge
by two Indian women passongors.  Just
before wo reached St Michaul's the
third death oocuired

On the whole, | can't say that this
trip down the Yukon will be a pleasant
woiory.  The streams (tsalf is brownlsh
yollow, with muod and olay, and i poass
ea through & countey of great descla
thon. A few Indiats—perhaps 900 from
Cirvle Uity dowpe—live aloug the riv
bank.  Death onrrles thom away

fow living o e over 45 vears
Searcely any game is o be hal,
silimon  forming Uheve fourths of their
diet. At Clrole Uity and  sorth of the
Arctie virele we sw the sl abuve the
hovisom st mbduight. In fact, there is
o darkuess (n that loonlity, or oves e
Par st as law -, fir & iy

(M the 30
Wue ot B Michasl's sl are sdvertiosd |
for & brip ap the fiver o Dawes ool &

{

L
arly
uld

o torw slosinets Lhatl aiw

dosenn will el Wi destination
Kven if thoy uhl seoure pilota which
they vaniok. they have o wosl  along
ahope lvg Ve wes of Vhielr vigines sl
W Ahew attemmpa b ah M s A e el

bhae river will e froaen by balae Loy

vl aake hall the disbanes I Foajth i v
sved 100 cads of wossld I vuppdy the
wigiios o W V0ip dhowm Whe gives V)

Ll
v el ialing l

- wh

b wpe Pl Llomes, Mliis mamomnd will »
sl o Furibar
UL T R R A T
ting W Daween have ped only oo
ralbal’’ ateut all the wiekbenl woesl
Bul the wonadodi piers as wall
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Dewey Amcricanizlng the Philippines.

Wherever Battle Ax goes it pacifies and satisfies
everybody —and there are more men chewing

fleAx
PLUG

to-day than any other chewing tobacco ever made,
The popularity of Battle Ax is both national
and international. You find it in Europe :—you
find it in Maine:—you find it in India, and you'll
find it in Spain (very soon), ®
QOur goldiers and sailors have already taken it to
Cuba and the Philippines! Are you chewing it ?

emember the name
when you buy again.

IFYOU . ..
WISH

To purchase
a plano and wish

to get the best val- '
ue for your money
you want one of our “Three S'es”: a0 b5 50
SH A America’s Greatest Piano, the
gn;tut in the world.
SCHAFFER &5 oot one dee
A
SHILLER 2oz Fiane ata price tha
Sold on easy terms
at cash prices by the
MATTHEWS PIANO BO.. '.’ﬁu’ggﬂ.‘ %?l?‘"
P92 9669
Use ot s
Kansas Lump| g~
- lntl', Ic: Cream,
Rock Salt o it %
F()r StUCk. Mines and Worka,
Purest, Healthiest, Best, Lyoss 24 Kanspeti, Ken
tddress WESTERN ROCK SALT C0O., ST. LOUIS, MO

Sale Agents for Lyvons Kook Salt Co,, and Roval Salt '
Ree our exhibit of stock ealt at the Trans Mississippl laternational Exposition—
Owaba, Neb., Main Building,

——

Menvios res Nesassts [sparessas? chem wriding %0« o el vertionrs

PATRONIZE OUR PATRONS!




