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OBJECTIONS ANSWERED

Government Bhould Purchase Own,
and Operate the Rail-
roads.

—_—

HOW TO PAY FOR THEM,
Roads pay Goomondl on Aot~
ual Value. WouldBoon Earn
Purchese Price,

Clyll Servies Rules to Apply.

In the article eotitled “some of the
ovils,” In lnut weeks iwsue we quoted
from the specches of Thomas K, Watson
of Georgin. This week we continue his
argument in which he snawers the nsual
objections urged against government
ownership of the railronds, " Bumming
up the objections Mr. Wnteon says:

18t.  Our opponents apy it will bank-
rupt the country to buy the ronds,

If thin is true we must not buy them,
This conntry Is tottering under as much
bankruptey ms it can stand, alrendy, and
wo must go slow in accepting new obli-
gutions,

The fArst thing a prodent business man
considers, wheu deliberating upon the
purchase of property, in this=""Dous it
pay good dividenda?" I the record
shows that the property has always
been handsomely profitable, and is at
the pressnt time paying good dividends
upon netual values, then the investment
becomes inviting,

Apply this test to the railrond prob-
lem, and the result is favorable to the
buying of the property. From 1871, av
which date the government reports com-
mence, down to the present time, there
hos never been n yenr when the roads
have not paid wagnificent profits, in
wpiti of extravagance lo salaries to high
officials, in spite of the expenses of sib-
sidizing politicians anid  newspapers, in
spite of punies, Inbor troubles and rate
wars. From 1882 to 1802 the govern-
meut reports show that the rallronds
made in net profits the marvelous suin
of thirty-four hundred millions of dollars!

Therefors here W a good piees of prop-
orty to buy, for the reason that it pays
wall,

Another considerntion  which would
have its weight with s judicious man ol
business is this;—"does that piece of
property, ns it now stands, canse me in.
convenience or loss, or would the puor-
chinse of it remove that daoger or loss
from my other nrn\u-rl.y'."'

It has already been shown that all
other business (4 at the merey of the
raiiwny muoungrimenl and that the prof-
ite wrong out of the passenger and
shipper on watered stoek injures and op.
presses all other property to the extent
of nenrly two  hupdeed wnllions of dol-
lars per veur.

Therefore, to have the general public
invest its money in these roads, is to
buy out a property owner whose man
agement of bis  property  injures the
neighborhood, and vietimizes all other
interests for the bepefit of his own,

When  mnouiscturers of doors, sash,
blinds snd finished lumber prodoets of
wll Kinds, find thnt they pay too much
tribute to the sawamills, they operate o
swomill of their own.  On the contrary
when o saw mill owner fods that the
differvonce between  rough and  foished
lammiber is oo grent,he puts in machinery
anid  dresses the lomber himseli. lu
other words, no prodenat bhusiness muan
wuffors too mueh of ks profits to 2o to
another business man il he can prevont
it

The same principle applies to eailrond.
ingg. U the enrrier of frelght chisrges too
much, the people shouldgenrry their own
freight,
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wit pay for them, waterod stock nad all,
every 20 years,

The government reports show (hat
sinee 1871 we have paid these railronds
enough to buy them thres times nnd
over, The snme evidence shows that we
are continuing the same schedule,

We pny for the ronds in freight
charges and passenger rotes, We are
buying them every time wo ride or ship
freight,

The populists merely propose that we
shall hereafter so chinnge the policy that
when we pay for the roads ngain they
shall be our property, Wa respectinlly
clowe the bankruptey argument by sug
gesting that the surest way to buank-
ruptey is the continual paying lor prop:
orty which never becomes ours, This
buying property and never getting any-
thing but the privilege of buying it ngnin
would weem to be n game whowe advan-
tugen ars ontively too muoch on the side
of the man who continunlly pockets the
price but never delivers the goods,

Avother question common to all ob.
petors is, “How are you going to pay
or the rallronds?"

Under the law of Eminent Domain the
government could onoly aequire title by
having the property assessed, and the
price paid in lawlul monny,

No popuolist drenms of having the gov-
srnment obtain the railronds without
sottling lor them lairly.

In the judgement of many eminent
authoritios the entire value of the prop:
erty can be coverad by the sum ol fve
billions of dollars,

Bt let uw wny, for the' sake of argn.
ment, that the board of assessmont
would put the value st the other extreme
$10,000,000,000. How then are we to
puy this tremendons sum of money?

By n glance ut the government ree
ports it will be seen that $6,478,611,000
of the rallrond values are represented by
bonds, Thebolders of these bonds would
jump st the ehancs of bhaving the gov-
ernment assume the payment of thoss
bonda with three per cent, interest and
twonty yeurs' timne,

Thus more than balf the settlement
ecould be wmade without the wslightest
difficulry,

The other four and a hall billlons could
be mat by the saleol long term bouds;
or by the issusnce partly ol bonds and

By the time these bonds fell dus the
savings made, as herealtor estimated,
would pay them off without paying one
ndditional dollar of tuxes on  the peo-
ple.  Another plan which has  been sug-
gentod Ju  that the government shall
operate the ronds through n commis-
sion which shall pay over to the pres.
snt owners all net earnings  until the as-
newsnd price has bean paud,

This country wus naver 80 prosperous
as in 18066 when we had two  billions of
dollars ol paper mouny circulating
among the people, stimulating thrin
and sncournging new industries every-
whare,

Our population has doubled sinee then
and ko hns the volume ot business. We
sincerely believe that it wounld be an infi-
nite blessing to the American  people if
the government should ogain Al the
wasled arteries of trade with Hity dol-
lnrs per eapita of paper money, behind
each dollar of which stood  the strength
of the entive republic. To mereass onr
trensury note carreney to the sivme pro-
[portion as we had in 1860, would nhout
pay the tailroads the difference between |
their bouds and their utmost  aesessed
visluw,

1t would be much ensier to make o sot-
tleinent now  with the eapitalists who |
own Lhe roads than sver bofors,

They wee the dungers of  the speenla-

manngement whiich has throwo so many

rallronds into the hands of recoivers,

i!Tht' stock holder feals that he is powers |
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minsal was doe to the fnct that his wile
had sued the road for the killing of her
cow. His discharge came frem the cor=
poration manngers in SBavannah, snd
they refused to reinstate him, The Cen-
tral was at the time in the hands of a
receiver appointed by Judge Emery
Bpoar, of the Upited States court, The
section made complnint to the judge.
An order wis issued that the rallrosd
show couse why it had dismlssed its
mnxlay_». No caune conld be shown und
Judge Bpear ordered the wection
back to his job—and he went.

Under corporation management he
would have hnd no redress. Under gov-
ernment mansgement his rights were

w?l!m |

he management of receivers and Fed-
ernl courts is not generully satislactory,
we ndmit, but the trouble wi out of
the fact that the corporation mansges
the road through the receiver and the
court, Get rid ol the corporation own-
ership entiroly nnd and there will be no
motive for oppression snd iojustics,
When the motive censes the injustice
will conne,

Weo pride ourselves upon the powar to
uphold weli government, No man ean
maintain to the objection now under
discassion without snymng ho has lost
faith in melf governmwent, In Europe, in
Asia and in Afrien governments run the
railronds.  Bball we confuss that we
alops cannot do wo? Germany owns
her railronds and in  governed through
partion to n very great extent; yel we
never hear of rallroad patronage con-
trolling her politics,

The Swiss Confederntion s much more
democratio thiun ours, sod owns her ruil
roads yet wo never hear ol the patron-
age controlling bhor vlections,

The truth in that patronnge eontrols
men wlter the elections rathor than be-
fore. Itis the individual office holder
who is bought by patronage.

An Illusteation of this troth was fur-
nished by the manner In which “the free
silver' senators nnd congressmen  were
bought by Mr, Cleveland in 1808, He
bought them alter the election,

Patronage never yet held a party in
power., [or the simple reason that the
Yont" always ex the “ins.”" No
watter how many men yon putinto
office, thore are always flve times as
many on the outside clamoring to get

",

Heneo the thing evens up, Ask nn
congressman anbout it and he will tell
you thut he loses influence by every lr-
pointment he makes Why? Simply
because at best he only makes one Iriend
—the man who got in, while he makes
hall & dozen enemies in those who ware
disappolnted. Senators and representa-
tives would rush usnsnimously to the
support of any bill which deprives thom
ol nll patronage and gave It to some-
body elke,

Awk your congressman il this is not
true,

I know it to be from actunl expiersnes
aud observation.

Patronage may therefore bribe an o~
dividual, but in general elections over an
immonse scope of country, and amid
teeming millions of prople patroonags in
a8 often the soures of positive injury to
the party in power ga it is a benefit,

Another objection frequently urged is
that if the government owned the ronds
the citigens could not  recover damages
for injuries done to his person or to his
property by the ranning of the trains.

1§ the government awned the rallroads
the jurisdiction of the present eonrt of
elatmin conld be extended #0 a8 to em-
brove thess cnses,

No woversigen conld be sued without it

Thirs consent the United
Stintes hous given ton  variety ol soits

clnims,

Aw nlready stated the junadiction of |
thisw conrt conld be extended w0 as to
inelude sults of the character named.

lo the ovent that this plan should
prove objeetionable, it would be ensy for
congress to give jurisdiction over these
cases to the district courts,  In suits of
this kind the government would berepro- |
gonted by ite distriet attorneys and the
plaintif by the inwyer of his ehoies, [

Verdiets for the plaintilfl would have
to be provided for in the regulae appro-
printion billk of congress, just ns ,.||1¢.|
ments lo the court of elnlms are now snt
i tesdl.

Another objection s that the owne
ship of the roads by  the government
wotthd he n miep in the contenlizabion of
nutionnl power,

e mighit be nosafficlont reply to this to
thint
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ganized . lahor, each being organized
on national lines, isu't it about time to
recognize the luct that in such & strog.
gle of giant forces the individual is lost?

And if things have come to such n prams
that national money forees, angry and
excited, organize warlare upon natlonal
labor forees, angry and excited, jsn't it
perfootly clear thut the lssue is national,
the danger vational, the disenss na-
tional, and that the remedy muoat be
nationnl?

Populism stands for wtata's righta
uonn those local questions where the
state ia chiefly conserned,

But when it comes to creating o na-
tlonnl eurrency, or a national navy, or
& nationnl commerce, or a national pos
tal uyntom, wo believe the government
should aot for all,and thus give uniform-
Ity and impartiality to the system,

Another objeetion s that government
ownership would be “paternulism.”

Granting for the snke of the argument
that the man who makes this objection
really knows what he means, we meet It
by sayiug thereis no mors *paternalism’’
in the government carrying s pound ol
stull uu freight than there In in carrying
the wmume pound of stoffl os postsl
matter; no more paternalism in earrying
a pnckage in a Ireight ear than in carry-
ing the sume package in & mail sack; no
mare paternnlism in carrying n passon-
gor"lhun lin sonding o mail boy to deliver
mail to the passsnger,

The paternalism which is offensive in
government is that which trassucts lor
the citizen private business which the
eitizen should transact for himsell,

To earry Ireight lor the citisen in mo
more nn interference with private work
thun is the carrsige ol letters, the coin-
age of monny, and the establishment of
lighta ulnnﬁ the conat, Individuals could
do ench and every one of ‘thess things
but ns they relate to the public more
than to the individual, it is thought
beat fur the publie to step in with a uni-
form snystem and do for all that which
bensfits nll,

Another objection which was noever
heard of till this year, ia that govern-
ment ownership would lead to diserimin-
ation in lavor of one seetion sgainst
noother. This is very funny. Espec-
inlly in favor of the amuaging discrimina~
tlous which ebarncterize the present sys-
tom,

If the government owned the nationnl
highways and their managomont were
vestod in o department or a board of
comminsioners, we would really like (o
know where wonld be the motive of that
departinent or eommission to attempt
discrimination ngainst any section, any
individual or any industry.

To eommit erimes men must ordinar.
ily hnve motives. They must see some
profit to themselves in n profit rrm
ticad upon othern, Buppose a railrond
dupartment oreated to manage the gov-
ernment rmilromds,  This department
would be Ailled with appointess from sl
rections of the country, aais the cass
with ench of ihe dopurbmovnis we inve
now,

No man in the department would own
a dollar in the railronds, The govern-
ment would own all. Every dollur made
in fraight and passengor rates would go
to the government, not to the office
holdar,

Bribery might be practiced, you say,
But how could it be concenled, though?

Freight rates can't be kept soeret, nei-
ther can passenger fnrws.  Thay all have
to be published and shippers can be re-
lied upon to keep posted. How then
could diserimination be  practiced with-
ont instant exposure?

Complaint agninst  diserimination at
prosent goes  lor lttle. We eant puot
pressure upon the corporations.  Butb if

tive syndicates and of the sxtravagant | Which must be brought i the court of the government owned the ronds direet

pressure could be applied  throogh gov-
ernors, logislatures, eabicet officers and
congresamen, As thers would be no
ratlroad lobby if the goverament owned
the ronds, it wonld be ensy  to have re.
dross given for nny wrong inflicted.

While we huve thas treated  this objec
tion us though it had wmerit, it really
hns none at all, It s only the desperate
grab of nstomp speaker ot an imagl-
nary hobgoblin,

Il diseriminntion enn be  practiced in
fnvor ol one ssction ngnainst anothee
in the government railway  sorvics, why
Who
ever henrd of the postoffies  bwlag ron in
the interest of one section as agninst
another, one @ity ns ngainst another, or
] "I']"’I!‘I’_f ns agninst apot her?
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THE SYSTEMAFAILURE

Representative Governmont Pails
to Protect the Interests of
the People,

———

ONE OF THE PLANS PROPOSED
Adopt the Referendum and Let
the Who'e People
Rule.

Congress Always Favors Trusis,

In nn article in the November number
of the New Time Hon, C, Barlow M. C,
writes thut reprosentative government
hus proven a fallure. He says that to
many the statement may seom vxng-
gerated butil any one who doubts it will
Iny aside his prejudices and look at
things ne they nre, not as they should
be, he must admit that the legislafion of
the past generation in this country justi-
flos the position toaken, A  representa-
tive form ol government must be one
which will protect the rights of the peo-
ple snd defond them agninst the unjust
methods of those who would despoll
them, [t must be one that can relor al
ita nots to the people with full confidence
that thoy will Indorse them by the stamp
of their approval,

Have wo such a government? Are the
people protected in thelr righta? s the
squality of all men, guarantesd by the
constitntion, defended ngninat the inter-
onte thature endenvoring to obtaly con-
trol of all God's gilts to & Iree peopls? 1s
it not a Inet that when pablic qumtions
are to be noted upon by the so-called ro-
presentatives of the people that the in-
terests of the whole th are not for
one moment considerad, bur that, at the
aacrifiics of the rights of humanity, de-
eisions are made in the interest of some
man or set of men?

It matters not how much we Americans
may dislike to admit the truth in this
malter, circomatances are such aod pros-
ant conditions so unjust, that we canoot
longer deny the fact that representative
government is & failure, ben pitted
ngninst the combinations of eapital,
whose reprasentatives are even on the
alert to gunrd the the speeinl privi
they have besn hired to foster, the in-
aliennblorights of the peopie, ns guaran-
teed by the constitution, are ignored,

Mr. Barlow mays: “In this last extra
sewnion of Congross | have been o carslul
obmerver, and without hesitation or fear
ol nuccessul eontradiction, | chargs that
avery concession demanded by n trust
or combina, when backed up by pro
effort, has been grauted. On the other
hand, when any attempt was made to
lighten the burdens of the wealth pro-
dueers, who, ns the years roll by, are be-
ing ground loer and floer between the
mill stooes of capital wnd competition,
such action has bronght npon the head
of the daring indivdunl who wltempted
to houestly perform his duty to his con-
wtituents, the scorn of the powers that
bie, while his every ¢ffort was doomed to
failure and he found himsell in o moeas-
ure ostracized,

A man in congress today who battles
for the peoplo wod tries to faithiully
voles thelr wishes is designnted a crank,
while many think him s menace to our
conntry and a person  with  whom it
would be dangerous to nasoclnte,

A true represcntative ol the people is
one who has the pournge to eall plten
tion to the corrupt methods and prac
tico of those men who have lor yenrs
woted ns ropressntatives of the people,
but who in reality have been (alse to
their constituents, false to their country,
and falss to themeel ves,

Hriefly, these are the existing condi-
tions, Now for the remedy, A man is
not juatified in calling attention to an
ovil unloss ho is preparsd  ob the same
to point a remedy,  In this cass the rem-
edv i nsimple one—adopt the roleren.
dum, mud lot the whols people rule,  The
trend ol publie opinion today s all one
Aoward n government of the peo
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- cinl quention will be the one first adjusted,

yet it in lolly to imagine thuat its proper
adjustment will rnt.glu the ment
of the people, The evil
standard Is but one of many bars
that have fastened themmolves o
budy politie, und must all be
before this government will be
to thoss l“ohm ean maln
preworve [t—the people,

While many bave come to soncl
thiut represen tative government is
ure—and they sre justified in th
vietion by the resulta of the past
yury—‘nt they ull belleve that the
ernment ol the people can
grontost blesslng  homanity
known, With the referrndum we
powor thelr s 4o e, barey

) r b
pursuit of happiness will nover
tioned, They will reslise their
bility to ench other nnd declare
my brother's keuper,”

FAIR AT OMAHA A PAILURE,

1ESpiges EpjEEE
afid el

g
-
giiEs

The Associstions Can Pay Oply 55 per
Cent of the Premiums Awarded,

The state lalr at Omaba has proven 8
Inilure in avery particulsr. Visitors to
the fair were dissacisfied and disaps
pointad in slwost every paiticular. It
Isnlwo n failure in a financisl way as e
shown by the followlug letter sent out
by Beorutary Faroas to all prise winpers:

Nobraska State Bodrd ol
Oflice ol Becrotary ~Browny,
Nov. 1.=Dear Rir: O to ux
B e oty 1
eon
s S

are we

lod, rolustantly, nnd for the firet

7
ﬂ:"ta-‘hu the bourd, 1 ™
oush o pmmt of premiums J’u:&n.

aguin, and beg both the lenlency and
consideration of our patrons,

Herawith you will nd & eash warrsat
for B per esut of the premioms ‘ntz
and an evidence of indebtedness for

eant, payable, Nov, 1, 1809,
per eont inter ost from the
. The date of payment in
809 for the reason that it will be s
dal to attempt holding s li”' fair
1898 while Kroat 0w
:rpo-mon w under way at the

me, 3

The renson lor delay in  answer to the
hundreds of lottars | have rocslved nince
the fnir soncarning paymant of prem
l‘-;" hmuml:'m not ﬂu& say un
monting nod W-'ad the l.lm
atatus ol fair matters,

Yours with d
Rosenr W. Funsas,
Hecrutary
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MUST PAS# A POOLING BILL,

Railroads Will Make Kfforts 10 get One
Through Next Bession of Congress,

Exeeutive offfesra of the western rail=
roads have had another conference in
Chicngo on the freight rate situstion.
The practieability of brioging about &
restoration of ull rates which have been
reducod below the regular tariff, was
discussed st considerable length, but Ia
view ol the position maintained by the
southweatorn ronds in regard to rates
to nand from gull ports, the con-
clusion was reached that nothing could
be done at presont to adjost matters,
The opinion was freely expressed that
notil & change is effected in the law as it

hins been declured to be by the supreme
ecourt ol the United States, there s little
probability of rutes beiug maintained on
n permanont bisis,

An effort will be made to have the
luw amended at the coming wession of
congross and to have a -pooliog bill
passed that will sllow the rallronds Lo
form n gigante trast for the sontrol ol

BOY, s SOme think, toward s wion- |

[l of the transportation basiness of the
soonutry, Such a bill enn probably be
| put through the lower houss but it osn
Chnrdly pass the senate ns constitoted st
| prewent.  The radlroad pooling qumstion
should he made one of the leadiog insines
i the songressional campaigne in the
next wlection, 16w of vital Importanos
o all people. An inoreass (0 Ireight
raten offoota everyone, both shipper
s iner,

————

A MAJORITY OF WIVE,

Republicans Wil be Abls 1o Klect a
United Hiates Benstor from Dhie,

liore have boon bo sow  developments
it the logial The
domorrnts having npparently abandoned
all turthivr sllorts Lo Goninsl the sleation
wu fepressntntives in elose
e pepublican majority of
s Dadland i the geusral asssin.
Wiy will probably not be ahaaged uuless
1 s psedibers b Cisoinnntl
T RLTR LT Y
b wonernl eeling that 14 will
e to retuen Mark Hasna
Bt i b s wiont returasd, & gold bog e
pabitions will be bis socsssse, This ol
woild wul change the relabive
strongth ol monsueiniisls  aud bis
wetallinta tn D Uinhiod Hiniom ssinie,
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