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A Most Interasting and Instructive Letter
on Christian Co-Operation

By tieorge Howard Gibson, Founder of the
«iChaistisn Commonwealth” at Com-
maonwanlth, Georgla—Something of the

Flan,
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CariTiAN CoymMoN WEALTH COLONY,

Jan., 24, 1897,

Fraxk D. Eager, Lincoln, Neb,

Dear Friend;:—My impression of Dixie-
land, after but five weeks life in Georgia,
are of course likely to be modified more
orless, However, at your request, I
will give the INDEPENDENT readers a
glimpse of the south as I now see it.

It isa country entirely unlike Nebraska.
1f we could eombine the Nebraska soil
and Georgia climate the results would
be marvel ous. The soil here is sandy,
light, adapted to f(ruit-raising, garden
products, cotton, aweet potatoes, efe.
But it must be fertihized every year. The
rainfall is about 53 inches annually. | It
is a timber country, hard pioe being the
principal growth, The surfnce is rolling.
There are many springs, rivalets and
Inrge streams of pure water. Common
lomber sells for $6.50 per thousand. It
is a4 country that does not feel the hand
of the sugar trust, sugar cane being
grown by all the farmers, and the syrup
sells for 25 cents a gallon.

Our company from Nebraska arrived
here December 1Tth. The grass was
then green in the yard and the green
leaves still hung on many of the trees.
The thermometer gsince December 1st
laat, hanging on our porch, has reg-
istered at day-break no lower than 28
degreea above zero. It haa ranged from
this lowest point up to 60 degrees Fah-
renhiet. The coldest morning ice was
five-eighths ofan inch thick., We are
working on the land every day. Sowed
a field of oats week before Jast. Planted
50 bushels of onions three weeks ago
and set out an aocre of strawberries the
third week in December. We are also
eetting out 1200 froit trees. We wear
straw hate and the darkey children
about here go barefooted the whole
winter long.

We have found the people here very
hospitable and kind. They are truly
glad to welcome northern people who
come to settle among them. Thecoun-
try utill feels the blight of slavery, and
the impoverishment eaused by the great
war. It needs an infusion of northern
energy, industrinl ideas and scientific
methods to bring up the country to the
grand possibilities that areinit. The
land, chiefly worked by the negroes, hus
not been taken ecareof. They have al-
lowed the fields to wash badly and have
let blackberry bushes, plum brush and
young pines upspringing, to drive them
out, until the plantations are cut up in-
to ngreat many small patches of irreg-
ular shape which in plowing and eulti-
vating waste much time. The caltiva-
tion practiced is very rhallow and the
furmers here are much surprised and in-
terested to ses us plow deep and pulver-
ize with the dise harrowand other tools
brought from the northwest.

The improvements, buildings, ete., are
not to be compared with the farm im-
provements north. But [am inclined to
think the people get more comfiort out
of life, do not work nearly so hard and
are not burdened with anxiety.

The plows they use here are made of
cast iron to he drawn by a mule, cow or
horse. The eultivators are either single
or double shovel,

Notwithstanding the much poorer soil
this state has advantages over Nebras-
kn. Besides low—priced land, timber
and fuel, the climate allows the growth
of food products in greater variety, cot-
ton also, and the great iron regions of
Alabams  are near. We can be more in-
dependent of the
nearer the principal cities of gthe coun—
try. The tide of emigration which has
long flowed westward, must henceforth
tirn to the south until this sunny land
ghull have all its varied resources atil-
ized.

As the readers of the INDEHENDENT are
aware quite a group of Nebraska fam-
ilies led by the writer. last year organ-
ized what was called *The Christian cor-
poration.” Itaseémed advisable for us
to move south, where we could get
cheaper land, and last March three of us
David H. Brown of Genoa, W. J.
Eyestone of Rising City and the writer—
eame south to see the conntry and meet
Mr. John Chipman of Tallahassee, Flor—
ida, who with us was s believer in the
common property and putting the law
of love into daily practice. A final
choice of this location, a thousand rere
plantation, thirteen miles east of Col-
umbug, Georgin, was made and the land
was purchased. A group of families led

/

by Rev' Ralph Albertson and Professor

W. (. Damon—previously eo-operating
at Andrews. N. U ,—immediately moved
here, near the Inst of November, and so
' wore oft the ground
braska band. All who have come, pro-
fesgionnl men and all, are workers. Over
thirty of us are living in the old planta-
tion mansion, built “befo’ the wah.”
Others are living in negro qoorters,

The knowledge of onr movement to
practice the precepte of Chriat, to love
one another and do his work, has at-
tracted and is attracting people from all
quarters, Onthe sameday we arrived

railronda, and are|

to walecome onr Ne. |

country or the community where Christ
is to be king. And moon we expected the
propheey to be fulfilled. - “Who are these
who fly as a cloud, and as doves to their
windows?"’ Many are the hearts that
are weary, the lives that are overbur-
dened and crushed with care. The
| world is full of misery, and the oppressed
i millions, intelligently or ignorantly, are
erying out for deliverance from relfish
vower, that is, for God's kingdom to
come, for Christ to be made king.

To all our Christian brethren in all the
churches, and to all in the world who
are sick of selfishness, we appeal. Come
out of the selfish strife for gain,for place,
for power; come out of the commercial
Babylon, “that ye be not partakers of
her sins and that ye receive not her

lagnes; for her sins have reached unto
Eeaven and God hath remembered her
iniquities.”

The world for Chriat and for the ‘least
of these, his brethren” wesay. So, to
add heart, to heart, hand to hand, mind
to mind, secre to acre, knowledge to
knowledge, and power to power, till all
are made one for Him and His, we be-
gin our labor. We eousecrate, no longer
invisibly and nncertainly, but actually,
by deeding our lands and eonveying our
property to Christ; a Christian body, of
which we aremembers, to hold the same,
a8 his agents todo his work. We put
ourselves and all we have under divine
coutrol, seeking first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness, doubting
not that, in such obedience, all things
we neeid will be added vato us.

We shall make our labor the free ex-
pression and mensurement of our love,
what it ought to be, and thus exalt our
work into worship, into fellowship, into
a sacrament that will convey the divine
life and love to one another, to all the
brethren.

We plan to make the earth “like the
garden of the Lord.”

We plan to build houses worthy to be
the habitationsa of the sons of God.

We plan to build Christian factories,
mills, maehine shops, ete., that all who
come to us may have permanent places
to labor and produce all useful and beau-
tiful thinge for human need,

We plan for the lifelong edueation of
our children and ourselves, so that we
may have perfect bodies, skillful hands,
intellects furnished withe most advaneed
kunowledge of the lawa and forves of na-
ture, discovery, and invention, and
hearts to read the love, the wisdom, the
harmony, the illimitable vastness, vari-
ety, and grandeur, of God’s unfolding
works.

We plan for the visible kingdom of
God on earth, for a holy land, to be re—
deemed by purchase, out of the hands of
the selfish and given to the meek.

To this day ‘““the son of man hath not
where to lay his head,” or place to wel-
come and make homes for the poor and

oppressed. Thereiore we hasten to con-

vey to him an irrevokable surrender
that which we have been ecalling ours,

that Christ, our king, and his brethren,

the least, and all; may live with us, and

we with Him, forever.,

Dorinz the eleventh and twelfth cen-
turies all Europe wus thrilled with a de-

sire to rescue "‘the holy land” and the
tomb of Christ from the hands of the
Saracens, and hundreds of thousands of

lives wure sacrificed in the attempt. Yet

that land of Palestine was not holy.

Christ was notin it. His empty tomb

alone was there. How much more heart-

ily and enthusiastically should present

Christendom respond to a call to unite

hearts and hands and tools and lands, |

putting all in Christ’'s pame, to
make averitable holy land where
ove & law where the Spirit

of Christ shall be embodied, a land which
shail be the refuge of the oppressed and
| tempted of all nations; a place whose
| zates “shall be open continnally.” It is |
this individually surrendered, united, |
growing, extending land that lsaiah de-|
scribes: “Violence shall no more be
heard in thy land, wasting nor destrue-
tion within thy borders, but thom shalt'
call thy walls Salvation and thy gates
Praise.” “Thy people also shall be all
righteous; they shall inherit the land
forever, the branch of my planting. the
waork of my hunds, that I may be glori-
fied. A little one shall become a thous—
and, and a small one a strong nation.
I, the Lord, will hasten it in his time.”

We nre not trusting to our own good-
nesd, or assomiog any righteousness of
our own. But we have aceepted the law
of love, the standard of Christ,the teach-
ing of the same spirit thatled Christ and
hia diseiples to have “all things com-
mon.” 'll; is the one way out of selfish-
ness.

As a body we recognize: One God

here, shipped from Michigan, and shall
this season begin to build a town. As
many of our people as preler separate
cottages shall have them. Others who
wotld save labor and be more together
will live in community houses.

We are not coming togvther for any
selfish purpose as a8 community, but to
increase our power to permanently serve
and save those who are sick of selfish-
ness. In organizing industry under
Christ's leaderabip and control we shall
socially incarnate the Divine apirit, and
briug to all the good news or “gospel of
the kingdom”' actoally come to earth,
which all may join themselves unto.

Our postoffice for the present is Mid-
land, Muscogee county, Georgin.

Georee Howanp Gissox,
Cor. Bec'y., 0. G,

§100 Beward, $100,

The readers of this paper will be
pleased to learn that thereis at least
one drended disease that science has
been able tocure in all its stages nnd
that ia Catarrh. Hall’s Catarrh Care is
the only positive cure known to the
medical fraternity. Catarrh being a con.
stitutional disease, requires a constitu-
tional treatment. Hall's Catarrh Cure
is taken internally, acting directly npon
the blood aad mucuous surfaces of the
system, thereby destroying the founda-
tion of the disease, and giving the pa-
tient strength by building up the con-
stitution and assisting nature in doing
its work. The proprietorshave so much
faith in its curative powers, that they
offer One Hundred Dollars for any case
that it fails to care.-S8end for lint of Tes—
timonials.

Address, F. J. Caexey, & Co., Toledo,
0. BSold by druoggists, 75¢.

The Promised Good Times,

Failures for last week wore 455 and
for the week before 488, and yet Dun
and Bradstreet say the outlook for the
year iz hopeful. They say that this
year will correspond with the year 1879,
when a partial revival from the "78 panie
was enjoyed, They say the revival will
come sooner this time, from the '08 pan-
ic, and that this is the yearfor it to
come, They don't seem to remember
that we had something to bring a re-
vival in '7T9 and that we have nothing
this year. Then the Bland-Allison silver
law had just gone into effect and we
were getting 4,000,000 gilver dollars
per month added to the volume of
money. Now thereis no silver being
coined and the volume of money is being
contracted all the time. Give us similar
conditions and similar results will follow.
but contrary conditions will make con-
trary results and there is no other way
o figure it.—Iowa Tribune,

Maceo dead or alivecuts no figure,
Your best and cheapest place to buy
books and stationery at wholesale or
retail is at Leighton’s, 1123 O street.—39

BIG CONFERENCE

Seventh Day Adventists Meet Next
Week at College View.

.
And Over a Thousand Delegutes From All

eral Conference for n Month or More,

A general conference of Seveuth Day
Adventists will begin next Tuesday at
College View, It is expected that there
will be about 1000 delegates present
from all parta of the United States, and
the conierence is expected to last for a

month. The good people of College
View have been preparing for some time
past to care for as many of the delegates
a8 possible, but it 18 not expecred that
they will be able to care for nearly all
of the visitors, who will therefore be
compelled to seek accommodations in
in the city. It has been seguested that
a little pains on the part of the city in
making the stay of these numerous visit-
ors in this city as agreeable as possible
to them may result in great good for the
future of Union College and the city of
Lineoln, and Tug Post has beer asked
to suggest this matter to the mayor
and council, and to citizens generally.

We wish to call the attention of our
readers to the advertisement of Drs.
Copeland and Sheppard as it appears on
another puge of this paper. When a
firm presents, week aflter week, month

over all, our Father; oune law of love, la-
bor, outponring; one perfeet example of
right living—Christ. But dead, divisive
dogmas, intelleetual opinions regarding
infinite, incomprehensible, or unrevealed
mysteries, we shall not require as<ent to.
Intellectual differences, doubts and diffi-

any wishing to join us who are prepared
to do the will of JGod. The one simple
duty is to love and labor for one nunoth-
er. To be members one of another, und
revenl Christ, or his Spirit, we must give
up the trensure that divides ns, we innat
subordinate the loves (hat separats us,
we must unite our knowledge, our wis-
dom, our property, our labor, all our in-
| tereats, and begin to serve one another
under Christ's direction, each warkive
for all, all earing for each.
We allowed the Nebraska organization
known as the *‘Christian Corporation™
to lapes and have reorganized under the
| name of “The Christinn Commonwesith,”
| We have no peculinr ideas, unless the
above are peculinr. We consider the
family sacred, and preserve it. Weoshall
have no hard and inst rnles of our own
| making, but recognize God as our law
| maker, Christ as our King.
| Bines loeating oor eolony here, the

there came together here men from the Central of Georgia railroad, which runs| romor says
fur awuy and lar separated states of | through our plantation, has built us a also be
Washington and Massachtsetts. One side-track and located a station here | of Colorado,
fumily, Mr. and Mrs. Pease and their known as “Commonwealth.” Our post-' confer concerning the

culties shall not disbar from membership |

after month and year alter year undeni-
able evidence of the genunine worth of
Il what they have done, us this firm has
| done in the columns of the secular and
| religious press, it is sufficient evidence to
induce all of our readers to consider it
eareinlly. These doetors have been
practicing their specialty in Omaha for
| the past five years, and have met with
the grentest suceesa, The recommenda-
tions which appear in onr advertising
colnmns from time to time are the best
evidences of their suecesss which we can
produoce,

BIG JAUNT,

Report * hat the Netraska Legisiarure
| Will be Invited to Come West,
There was a rumor enrrent  this after-
noon, originating no one seemed to
know where, that the Nebraska legisia-
ture will receive an invitation from the
legislature of Nevada to visit Carson

City on the 17th day of Mareh, 8t. Pat- |

rick'sduy, to disenss the Trans-Missis.
sippi exposition. Itis gignifieant that
thisis the date decided upon for the
| Corbett-Fitzsimons fight. The
that the legislature will
invited to visit the legislatures
Utah  and Wyoming to
exposition.

Parts Are Expected to Be In Busy Gen- |

same |

County Chairmen of Silver Partios Asked
to Call Them,

Searetary Edmlsten of the Bimetallie
Unlon Waents County Organlzations Kf-
fected Bofore Spring Work Engrosses
the Attention of the Furmers,

] ."—l"ha following letter has been given to
the press by J. H. Edmisten, secretary of
the state bimetallic union:

To the Chairmeno! the Respective
Purtios Pavorable to Bimotallism in the
Various Counties of Nebraska: It ia the
desire of the atate bimetallic committee
to assist all interested in organizing the
bimetallic unions in the various counties
in the state, and, that its objeet may be
more fully understood, the state com-
mittee will make the following recom.
mendations for the benefit of all inter-
ested:

It ia desired thata call be made in
each county for the organization of the
county bimetallic union in the manner
outlined in the address issued by the
committee recently.

The chairmen of the various political
parties friendly to silver, are requested
to join in such cuil, fixing an early dnte
for a convention. When the convention
has assembled, select one from each
party as a county committee, the com—
mittee to effect an organization by select-
ing a chairman, secretary, treasurer and
acounty organizer from the number,
When there are women’s elubs they are
entitled to a member of the committee.

I would eall attention especially to the
importance of prompt action in this mat-
ter, ax the winter will soon be gone and
the farmers will have little time then to
devote to these meetings, and as a large
per cent of them  are interested in this
organization, Oun receipt of a list of the
names forming & vounty organizgation,
shown to have been called in due form
and properly organized, the state com—
mittee will issue 8 charter to the rame
and give lurther instroctions. Theatate
organizeér and deputies are ready to as-
sist any county orcounties in getting
properly organized, and those desiring
such assistance will please write the state
secretary, who will make necessary ar-
rangements,

It is suggested that immediately alter
crganizing the county bimetallic union
that each voting precinet or township
be organized in like mauner, each report-
ing to the sedretary the names and ad-
dress of all officers, who will, on receiv-
ing such information, give further in-
structions, Itis hoped that each per-
son who is friendly to the free coinage of
gold and silver at the ration of 16 to 1
will unite with these organizations for
the purpose of studying the money
question and other problems of mutual
interest. I desire to urge upom all
friends in forming organizations that
active, live workers be selected as officers
and thereby add life to the movement.

Hoping to hear from all who are
interegted in the work outlined, Yours
for a thorough and perfect organization
in each county, J. H. EpMISTEN,
Secretary State Rimetallie Union.

SPEAKS OUT.
Senstor-Elect, W. A, Harris of Kearney
Defines His Position.

[t is refreshing to finda public man
who has the courage to speak out
frankly concerning his stand on publie
questions, William A. Ilarris, the new
senator from Kansas seems to be that
sort of & man. Shortly alter his election,
in reply toa requeat to define his po-
gition, Benator Harria dictated the fol-
lowing:

“] want to see the government, ac-
cording to the law of 1862, take pouses-
sion of the Pacific roads. This is & mat-
ter of justice to th: people and would
prove a valaable object lesson in trans.
portation affairs.

“l want to see the income tax made a
permanent feature of governmental pol-
icy, whether it be by amendmenta to the
conatitntion or some other method.

“I want tosee silver redtored to its
formgr position as a full money metal
without limitations, I will co-operate
with every effort to bring this about by
international agreement, but I am not
in favor of making our action depend-
ent upon such an agreement,

“T am in favor of tariff legislation
which in conjnnetion with the income
tax and internal revenue and other
duties and provide ample revenues for
all purposes of the government.

“There should never be a shadow of a
| doubt concerning the sufficiency of the
| government income,
| **I shall strenously opposa the retire-
|ment of the greenback and treasury
| notes in any form.

“I believe in a strong navy,
| #een by experience that opinion and es-
| teem of foreign  pations are largely de-

pendent npon what they actually see of
the power and strength of other govern-
fments. The sight of . first—clags man-
|ol-war in the harbor of the smaller

| have

|

[

Eﬁnt that they are diseased or ean be
fected and communicate disense to
their cattle is a frand and it works tre-
mendous injury upon our cattle inter-
ests. Ifour cattle were pormitted to go
into the interior and rest and cecover
from the effects of the voyage it would
Ir;:fron their quality and relieve a glut-
ted market at times and add §15 to $20
per head to their value, A very large
and desirable trade in stock eattle, or
what the English people eall ‘store’
cattle, would also spring up, und would
be of great value, to us in maintaining n
fair price to producers of such cattle
here nnd would be of great value also to
the breeders of England, ¢

“I have personal knowledge of the de-
sire on the partof many Eunglish and
Scotch farmers, in fact I believe the
greater garl, of them dealre larger sup-
plies of breeding cattle, They have at-
tempted to get from Canada stock of
this character and have wanted accesn
to Ameriean supplies, In this way both
sides wonld'derive u benefit from the re-
moval of the present restrictions,

“I have been for years an enthusinst
on the rubject of the Nicaraguan canal.
I have personal knowledge of the work
to be done and regard it as the duty of
our government to revive the Zavalla
treaty which gave our government sov-
ereign control overa atrip of land twelve
miles wide through the territory of Nie—
aragun and Costa Rica. This govern-
ment should look upon this work as
practically an extension of the mouth of
the Miuiaalr i river to the Pacitic coast
and it shou crnu more be given into the
hands of a Eriva.ts eorporation than
any part of the Missiasippi river itsell, 1
shall oppose any such measure as that
now pending guaranteeing the bonds of
a private corporation for that purpose,

I feel especially desirons of seeing the
telegraph asystem of the United States
became & part of the postal merviee
This was urgently recommended by Cave
Johnson, Postmaster General President
Polk and has been frequently recom-
mended by postmasters general sinoe
that time. It is in accord with the prac-
tice of every civilized power and haa
been justified hfnnd any controversy
by practical resnlts,

“As to the constitutional measures
regilating the supreme court, election
of senators and all measnres that tend
to remove the power from the people, I
believe in the doctrines enunciated by
Patrick Henry in the debateson the
adoption of the constitution in Virginia.
Time has proven the phetie om
of that grand man of the peopls.”

INSURANCE DEPARTMENT.

The insurance cominittee in the house
seem determined that no mutoal bill
shall be passed that will hurt the farm
mutoal law nowin force. Itisto be
hoped that that determination will atay
with them.

The present farm law should remain

as it isnow. The supreme court has de-
cided that it is constitutional.

There isa demand irom uearly all
companies - that country churches,
country parsonages and eountry school
houses be put into thefarm law. If that
was done it wonld not affeet the law in
the least.

Another change is asked for that
might invalidate the law, asa whols,
aud thatis to allow a mutunal eompany
to take notes.

When any company takes notes of ane
member and cash from another, or one
price from one man and another price
from another and nothing from another,
just then the company Iails to bemutual.

Il a company takes notes of some of
the members and cash on others until
the company has £1 000 in notes and
all the cash  has been ueed to pay run-
ning expenses and a few losses. When a
$1,000 loss comes the company is com-
pelled to make an aseessment on the
ensh fellows as well ns the mnote lellows.
Here mutuality fails again because all
the members are not on an equal with
each other. Further, many notes never
will be paid but aslong asthe note-
giving member holds his policy, the
company is liable to him for any loss he
may sustain. Here mutuality Iails
again,

When a company pays ite agents on
the commission plen, i, e., the more the
agent writes the more he gets, it fails to
be mutual because of the inducement
given for over insurance on the part of
the agent who will find a willing vietim
who will in time sell his property to the
best advantage at a price sometimes
double its real worth, and further the
members should know just where every
cent goes but if the ageut is paid on the
commission plan, he will not truthfunlly
tell how much fees he is getting. Again
mutuality has & black eye. ﬁn other
words no purely mutual company has
any secret places for itsfunde to slip
away. All members should be onan
equality and should be able to find ont
just where all income of the company
goes,

To Car State OMcers Salarles

Jerrensox Ciry, Mo.,, Feb, 3.—Rep-
resentative Hale of Phelps brought
forward a bill reducing the salaries of
all state officers to $£1,000 less than
t.hc{' now get. The salaries of clerks
under the various state officers are re-
duced to 81,600 and 81,200,

Two Sthool Teachers Arrested.
St. Josern, Mo., Feb. 3.—Henry A.

| powers ogcasionally protects our eitizens | Squires and Jobn D, Cropp, two school

nbroad and tends to maintain that due
| deference to our importance which very
| often prevents more or less hostile action.
“This is the feature which even more
| than the possibilities of war make it de-
sirable to have a strong uavy as a pre-
server of the public peace.

“I ain anxiouns, if possible to see the
restrictions imposed by Great Britain
and other foreign powers npon our meat
| produets entirely removed. The orders

in council of Great Britain which require

teachers in the Southern part of Bu-
chanan eounty, recently mixed up ina
scandal. were arrested while trying to
evade the law, near Weston, Platte
ecounty, and held for trial

Drewnoed In the Marals des Cygnes.

Orrawa, Kan., Feb, 3.—Scott Hunt,
the s-year-old son of Mr, and Mrs. R.
$5. Hunt of this eity, was drowned in
the Marais des Cygnes ‘here at noon
vesterday while playing upon the lea

Secretary Edgerton Writes Committes- ';
man Washburn at Boston. '

He Don’t Think Any Change of Fightin
Issues Necessary, But the Fight Should

be Pushed on the Old Lines to
Buccess In 1800,

About two weeks ago Geo. F', Wash-
burn, of Boston, member of the people’s
party natioual committee, issued an ap-
peal to the populists of the United States
which was generally published all over
the country, Thz 8 practically
advh:'ilgopnlhh to abandon the silver
isaue t.:h_.e up th‘o two Q“ﬂn-“(g e
government issue o { and
lovmmtownnnhlpmﬂmm Re-
cently J. A Edgerton of Lincoln, secre-
tary of the populist pational commities,
received the following communication
from Mr. Washburn : T,

Bostox, M Jan. 21, 1897,

J. Al Emmo'u. sﬁ:&. iin 'm

1 mend

My Dear Mr. Fdsnr&;a.:d El;‘m
ou a copy ol my ap w I wsued
v ;e;k, The Wn olilarlld has re
quested me a symposium of letters from
the leaders of our party giving
views on the proposed change to It
{;snd'rnt. party action, as well ns
ng the fighting issue to scientifle mi
and government ownership of
1 would bw pleased, therefore, if
would mail me & briel comment i
ing your attitude in this matter, wh
trust meets with your concurrence. *
Fraternally yours, =
WasHpURN,

Following is Edgerton's reply:
LivcoLn, Neb,, Jan, 80, 1807,
Hox. Gro. F. Wasnpuey, =
Boston, Mass,
My Dear Sir: The psople’s parts
always contended for “‘scientific m
it has always contended for th
ment owmhir of rallroads,
“change of fighting issues” is nee
to bring these questions to the fron
far as populists are concerned,
It bas always contended also E'
free coinage of silver. It d
Othue party has taken 1. Wp, ek Bl
other en it uj t
rather sup nltﬂumiup’
should welcome the assistance,
:E:ﬁld vie with the newcomers as to
ve the free-coinage issue the
united and effective support,
The people’s party was th
raise the free-silver standard.
abandon that standard
snother party has come to its st
No. Rightdoes not cease tol
because it gains new adherents, Az
that we shall not advocate &
;:fndplolimp!y because unother pas
omises to share the eredit for car
t to success, seems to me to be
the boy. f’l‘h?lth too narrow and
a course for the people’s party. ol
For the populists to abandon free sil- =
ver now would be like an army leaving
the fleld when one more charge
win the battle, ' .
There can be no *change of the fight-
ing issue’ until this cause is won.
lines of the tight are already drawn. No
question is ever settled until it is settled
right. McKinley’s election was secured
by bribery, misrepresentation and out—
right fraud. [t was not the deliberate
verdict of the American people. That
fight must be made over again, and next
timeit will be won. Next time it will be
harder to misrepresent. Next time the
majority will be so large that the tide
cannot be turned by bribery. Next time
the people will be go alert aud determined
that fraud will be well-nigh imposaible,
It don't pay to swap horses while
crossing a stream, The saw may be
homely, but 1t is true. \
You ask me, then: “What is to be the
destinctive mission ol the “people’s
party?” This: To push the Hght,as in
the past, on all its principles; only with = =
more vigor than ever before: For free
silver; for s pupplemental iasue of paper ~ °
money direct by the government; for the
government ownership of railroads and =
telegraphs; for direct legislation, Let
the work of education proceed on all
these, abandoning nothing, changing no
issu3, but standing firmly on the plat~
form made at Omaha and renewed at
3t. Louis.
I believe that, more and more, the re-
form sentiment of the country is turning
to the populist platiorm in its ent .
I believe that, more and more,the peo
are concluding that these relorms must
come together. 1 believe that, more and
more, the toiling masses are turning to
the people’s party as the Moses to lead
them to deliverance. lts manly and un-
selfish attitude in the luat campaign has
inspired confidence. The six and a balf
million'ol voters who espoused one of ita
principles are now studying ita other
principles. The attitudeof the railroads
in the last campaign has opened the eyes
of the people to the transportation
problem; and I believe, with tbe contin-
ued education that must go on throvgh
the coming thres and a half years, that
in 1900 the great reform army will go
forward to success, advoeating practi-
cally the entire people’s party platiorm.
Tosum up, I agree with you thav th
fight should be pushed, but not that the
issue should be changed; and in placs of
abandoniog one plank and taking the
two which you propose, 1 would hold
fast to all three; and in line with the
admirable suggestion of Wharton Barker
in the Philadelphia Awmerican, [ would
carry on the work of education for:
1. The iree and vulimited coinage of
silver at 16 to 1.
2, Supplemental issue of pap r money
direct by thegovernment,
3, Government ownershipof railroads
and telegraphs.

R

Very truly yours,
J. A. EvGERTOS.



