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CITY OF BETHLEHEM.

s & 1itth 2 eity, and it does not take

iy people to crowd it; but, besides

the birthplace of Jesus, it ia the
hp of Israel's great warrivr
g, David.

i Bethlehem to-day bas barely 8,000

finhabitants, and In appearance Is nof

attractive, The streets are too narrow
for vehlcles; In fet, there Is but one
street jn the town wide envogh for cir-

. 'streets were made for foot-travelers,
Jidonkeys and camels,
<% Bethlehem ia about five miles sonth
. of Jernsalem. Leaving the larger 2lty
i the Jaffa gate, we take a carringe
ride rapidly over the fine road
It but few years ago. The carriage
e in and those we meet are
_yretched affairs. The horses are to be
pitied, first, because they are not well
4 & cured for, and second because thalr
i 4 drivers are regular Jelina who drive
' “foriously” up Liil and down. T
than half an hour we are.in the
marketplace of Bethichem, in front of
the Church of the Nativity.
Let us suppose we have arrived on
Jaristmas eve in time to wander about
it become acqnilnted with the lttle
Of course it has changed in appear-
ance since the tla: of Christ. It Is
a:;gaer. and better built. Now, as theun,
houses are of stone, and, as cities
and customs chauge but little in the
East, we may safely Infer that mod-
ern Bethlehém houses are wuch like
those of 1900 years ago. Perhaps
wome of the old bulldings that were In
80 long ago may still be stand-
iug. Of course, the great Chureh of
the Nativity was not then erected, nor
were any of the larger religions bulld-
ings we sce. These are the niemorials
of a later date, bullt in honor of Him
whese earthly life began here. One
would have to be unmindful of his sur
roundings and very unimaginative not
to wonder what the place was like on
that night the anniversary of which
we are celabrating. :
s We know that then, ns on ‘this De-
j ber 24, it was filled with people,
But those people had come for & differ
ant purpose. Augistus Caesar, tbe
‘mnaster of' the then known world, had
issued an fmperial decree ordering a

gﬁm registration of all his subjects.
‘This was for the 'pnrao-e ‘of revising or
completing the tax lists, rding to
Roman law, people were to register in

their own clties—that I8, in the city In

which they lived, or to wliich the vil-

: lage or town was attached. Accord-

y ing to Jewish methods they would be
registéred by trib:s, families and the

bhouses of thelr fathers. Joseph and

Mary were Jews, and conformed to the
. Jowish cuatom. It was well known
.. that he and Mary were of the tribe of
¢ = Judah and family of David, and that
N . Bethlehem wag their ancestral home.
) Accordingly, they left the Narzareth
i ~  Tome, in the territory of Zebulun, and
2 cdme to David’s “own city,” In the ter
ffl ritory of Judah .
R  They came down the east bank of
i ~ the Jordan, éroesed the river at Jericho,
$ ::3 came up among the Judean hills |
i i valleys until they reached Bethle
hem. It was a long journey and a
wearlsime ons2, and on arriving a
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Evidently they had no friends living in |
= the place; or, if they had, their houses
were already filled. It was necessary |
that shelter be had, and Immediately. |
In the khan. or lun, there was no‘
“room; so there was nothing to do but
ocenpy part of the space provided for
cnttie. It was not an unusual thing te
o and is often done to-day in those
Eastern villages. In fact, they were
about as comportable there as In the
khan. At a kbnn one may procure a
up of coffee and a place to lie down
on the floor; but each guest provides
his own bed and covering. This was
¥all Joseph and Mary could bhave ob-
¢ talned in the inn, had there heen room
for them. And he e in Bethlehem, In &
stable, or a cave use: for stabling ani- |
mals, Jesus was born, and Mary
“wrh him in swaddling clothes,
and lald him in a manger.”"—“Christ-
mas In Bethlehem,” by Edwin 8. Wal-
lace, In December St. Nicholas.

Looking Through s Colmn,

25 - " A little toy bearing the high-sound-
thg name of “X-Ray Machine Wonder
of the Age” has been Invented, by
‘ means of which you can, to all appear-
ances, loock straight through a sllver
dollar or & hardwood stick. The Bcl-
entific American prints a pleture of it
and shows how cunningly the trick is
done. As you will see from the cut,
there are two cylinders, made to look
like colls of wire.. When the eye Is ap-
plied to the end of one of these cylia-

ders, objects may be clearly geen
through them, and when a coin is
slipped between the ends of the cylin-
ders, as shown in the cut, it offers no
obstruction to the light.” Objects can
apparently be seen through the coin,
the smalil diagram ahows where
. Ahe trick tomes In. The hole in each
l bas wtt“ mlm:»:tug d:-t
3 end, arran at an angle
grees. A hole extends downward from
central hole of sach cylinder, so
. ‘light entering at one end of the

I place of rest was the first thing sought. i

first was a knot. But when it nicked
the edge of the steel Dlade he made up
his mind that it must be something
very much harder than a knot. Bo he
eut around It ¢arefully, chipping and
aplitting untll he Inid the object bare.
It was a huge deer korn, burled in the
very heart of the blg oak. How It
camg there |13 4 mystery. Perbhapa some
ploneer hunter or some Indian of a
| handred years ago had shot a deer,
and ,to keep it from the wolves had

A Deer Horn in 8 Tree,
hung it by the horns in the Imbs of a
young oak, expecting to come back
soon and clailm it. But elther he for-
got where he left 1t o¢ else some mecl-
dent happened which prevented his re-
mained in the tree year after year,
&?tﬂ the wood grew entirely sround
em.

The part of the tree containing the
horns was eent to the museum of the
Michigan' Agricultural college, where
it now is. .

An  Indian m’J.I-"I.
When the Ostjak baby grows lnrge
enough to sit up his father bullds for
him & baby-jumper. The Ostjak peo-
ple live in cold Biberia, where there are
& great many spruce trees, The father

goes out and cuts & imber young tree,
which he fastens to the wall and ecell-
o

Fun for the Baby,
hung by the four corners. In this the

Ostjak baby iz placed, and he soon
learns to sway his unique cradle back
and forth and bounee it up and down.

As you will see, the Ostjak baby-
jumper 18. very simple in construction,
and thene Is no reason why some of
our ingenious boys who have baby
brothers and slsters should not make
just such a cradle.

An Aotor of Shakeapeare's Day,

He had trim, straight legs, this
stranger, and a slender, lithe body in a
tawny silken jerkin. Square-shoul-
dered, too, was he, and over one shoul-
der bhung a plum-colored cloak bor-
dered with gold braid. His long hose
were the color of ‘his cloak, and his
shoes were russet leather, with roseties
of plum, and such b{ * heels as Nick
had never seen before. '+ bonnet was
of tawny velvet, with & = n twisted
around it, fastened by & jewelled
brooch; through which was thrust a
curly -cock-feather. A fine, white Hol-
jand-linen shirt peeped through his jer-
kin at the throat, with a broad lace col-
lar; ard his short halr curled eriaply
all over his head. He had a little,
pointed beard, and the ends of his
moustache were twisted so’ that they
i stood out fiercely on elther side of his
ghirp mose. At his slde was a long
Italinn poinard, in a sheath of russet
leather and silver fllagree, and he had
a reckless, bigh and mighty fling about
his stride that strangely took the eye,
—"Master Bkylark,” a new serlal, by
John Bennett, In December St. Nicho
las,

Mr. chip'l Big Poekets,
A, chipmunk, unlike & boy, has his
pockets in his mouth. And they are
good, big pockets, too. Not long ago a
Yermont man thought he would see
just how many kernels of corn liftle
Mr. Chipmunk could carry home to his
tamily all at once. Bo be lald thirty
kernels on a board near the barm and
then Iiid behind a shed to watch. Pres-
ently Mr. Chip appeared, bobbing hia
tafl and looking a little suspicious.
When he felt sure that everything was
gafe up he scampered and picked up
every one of the thirty kernels and
stored them away In his pocketa until
his face looked as if he had just come
down with & bad case of the mumps.
Next time forty-five kernels weie
placed on the board and Mr. Chlp sue-
ceaded In getting every one of them
into his pockets, although it made his
eyes bulge a little. For the third trial
seventy kernels were ced on
board. This time Mr. p was
en. Although he trled as hard as
could his pockets would hold only
eight of the kernels, and he
leave the rest. But that s &
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 machine is reflected downward at right

good showing for a little fellow,

at the home the maidens weep,
| dowa In sorrow
boaor calls the man
blow.

What
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Baok of the flmn-

jeannot make her lﬁ!lom,

That sunshine on her face

[hat used to make this worn earth seem,
Mﬂmnmlﬁmt“

sams dear eyes Jook on

The features are the g

old-time love light to her ayed
Mwlllnouhlg:lorm

thoughts and alma and rllo us hopes
That in thy stead-wounld thrive,
the sarth without its san,

hnllhtoru p
A as its price,
ot thee?

worth a tho
saves me rob
—Edward B, Mnrtin, in Soribner,

The Coming Man.
A ol vary ohubby legs,
mad-ln soarlet hoss;
A of little stubby boots,
rather doubtiul toes;
. Alttle kiit, s little eoat,
Out a8 amother can—
And lo! bafore us stand (n state
The future’s *‘coming man.”

Eis oyes, perchanbe, will read the
search thelr unknown nyn;m
Perchznoe the humam heart gud soul

Those hands—those litie busy hands—
8o stieky, smalland brown;
Thoso bands whoee only mjission seems
Who Eaows what hiddea sireogth may bs
o knows
Hiddan in their
Though now "tia bat a tafly stick
In sturdy hold they grasp?

Ab, blessings on those little hands,
ose work Is yat undone,

And blessings on thoss littls feot,
Whoee ruos is yet unran!

And blessings on the little brain
That has not learned to plan!

God bless the “‘coming mu:'?n'

~Somerville Journal

Home at Laat.

Ohild, do not fear; S
We shall reach our home to-night,
bright;

For the aky is olear,
An?wm @ scarcely strength
\4
To unfold that little cloud,

s'l‘hlt Ilke:mud
preads ou wooy length
Then have no fear.

As we oleave our silver way
Through the waters olear,

¥ hongh the waves are white aad bigh,
o 6 WAYES Are te
and the storm blows wild
Through the gloomy sky;
Ox the edge of the Wastern Bea,
See! that line of golden light,
1s the haven bright
Where home is awaiting thee;
Where, this past
Wa shall' rest from our u'tormy voyage,
In peace at

| girla?” -th'mnu--'u, fow, go

i no$ so bappy an they expected to be."

Jent you that §50."

| toys, but real watches that *‘

WHO KNOWA

Just a little oloud with hue

Of the tres;

But the snugly she.tered pair

Watehed the heavy downpour thege
Loviagly.

And he held her tiny hand.

Why! 2rue lovers understand,
This I know:

When the sun peeped from the sky,

Here the twaln were llogering,
ARter birds begaa to sing,
For an hour, .
And she whispered tenderly:
“Who knows, dariing? There may be
Asnother shower.”
~Brookiyn Life,
' g
He—"Just thisk of it! ‘l'b-{
man descended irom a mon -.z
Bhe—''A come dowp, indeed!"-
trolt Tribune.
Tencher—*"*Now, if 1 take your slabe
what oan I do wish is 1"  Ldstle
—*You tan tar} your hair."-—
Harper's Bazar.
The man whose nature "tis to sigh
Can always flud & resson
*Mid frost ho says that cosl's too high,
While wargith Is out of season, -
~—Washington Star,
Bhe—*"Is it not true that two peo~
ple van live as -cheaply as one?' He
~'Yes, il thoy are married, Noé if
they are enguged.'—Paek.
“‘Diner —*Isn's thet & preity small
e RS
Y ou &
eab il.":i-%uhl !‘nnuipt
Mra, Blande—**They say $hnt Mage
lin married for money.""—Mrs. Bwarve
- ponld see: thed who ever
saw his wife,”— Boston Travsoriph.

Long we have sought itx other same,
Anid now at last "tls kuowo;
mn .},."l“" they aall “the tzump of fame™
& megaph .
Journad.

First Wheelman (a  beginner)—=
“istzange how » feliow will yup inko
when he first begine to ride."
Beocond Wheelman—"Yes, E ran into
debt to get eny wheel,”-<Boston Trans-
eript. .

Mr, Elvell—*Isn't it wizange, Bus
true, nevertholess, that the biggesh
fools alw marry the pretiiest

on, you fistterer.” —Philsdelphis lo-
quirer, -

Whers Her Troubles Began: *'I une
derstand that Mr. and Mes. Bridie are

*No, they are mol. Xou sce, she i
afraid to stsy alone st night"-}
Brooklyn'Lits.
N o il B S
made n WS OTAZYy W
4 ﬂl’ “Strange ! for 1
lly certain thatT was lot_g
le whem 1 borrowed ib."”—Des
“Lady—*Thank you, sir; bust I
don's like to vo g:. ol your
comfortable sest.” Hibernian—*‘Be
k' powers, leddy, it was ocomloriable |
uo Jonger whén Oi ssw you standin”.™
—Harlom Life.
Oaller—*1 understand that your
hasband distinguished himsell a$ the
hnmhd evening.” Mrs Rumly
- ly ;. but it was more then he
could do when he reached home.”—
Detroit Free Pross.
“I hear you had » financial dis-
cussion with Deadwood FPate. Did
you find him open to convietion?”
“No, but when I left him the dostor
had to take fourteen rtitohes in him.”
—Detroit Tribane
Bubud—"l’huo'l-onol t::m 1 oan
sy for myself, anyway : ve wisen
by my own efforte.” Wile—*Never
in the morning, John. 1 sotice that
it takes two alerm olpeks nd: the
members of the bousshold o yon
up then."—Boston Conrler.
i

Good Watch for a Dollar.

A watoh thet will yeoord the ng
hours with faiz scouracy can be bought
no at retail for the price of &
table d'hote dinmer. A watohmaker
and jeweler on upper Broadway dis-
plays a iray fall of nickle ease watohes
for one dollar each, They e ﬁ
while they are mot to be depended up+
on o oatoh railroad trains, they serve
all the purposes of a dilatory men in
heg‘lhng ?;pointmlnb.

*“That dollar watoh,” ssid the dealer,
“sold for ten dollars fen years ago,
but the improvement in the maohi
for making the parts bas been
within the 1ast two years that a factory
equipped for manufactaring the cheap
article can turn them out slmost as

they are not furnished wikh jowel

bearings, slthough some people axpeot’
the pins and shaftsfo be sot in dise

mond sockets, and even then thinka

dollar gives me too much profit’'—

Mail and Expross.

Decponing Waterways.

After sinking millions of dollars in
the hopeless task of deopening the
channel of the Mismissippi River, a

ung inventor has worked out a plan
;:c an hydraulio dredge that will make

]
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Hanagne.

VIM, VIGOR

IN 30 DAYS
Caton’s Vi

e

where [ormer weaknoes , €a
venient aultm. simple, effectual, and
ate. ¥ 1
I8 QUICK ROUGH.
ot CATON'S VitaLmrna.  Bent
our ruggist doss uot baveit. Prics
¥ 1 . PKge.. 8 for 3, with written guar.
«of eomplete cure, Information,
10, &10., frea and confidentinl.
tuss .tement of ease and 25 ets.
wee & trial treatment. One only sent

to+  eh peinon, i '
CaTON MED. CO,; BOBSTON, MASS,

Dr Reynolds
Will visit any part of the
state to perform opera.
tions or in consultation
with your famly phyei .
cian.

FHONES 655 AND 838,
OFFVICE ROOMS—

11,18,19, Burr Bik, Lincaln, Neb.

FOR CATALOGUR AND

—oxr Brices

On High Grade Pianos sad Or

gaas, £100.00 new Organs,
$48; $100.00 new pianos,
§185. ReliableGoods,
Easy Tetms, from
the only whole-
sale musie
house

NEBRASKA.

AGENTS WANTED. Address

The li“ﬁ“'"llnm[ o

RESTORED |,

4 m # :

fora) -

COMMERCIAL

HALTER BLE.,
QOR. 1841

. TELEGRAPEY, ET0.
Ful:lnhurt,hmd and '
Bpecial aetention given to. J
work for high eehool and usiw
Belore deciding what
write for fuil information |
Academy, Take elovator &% |
entrance, vy T

FOR SALE—

IHAVE THE BESTIOTS

POLAND CHIR ‘ |
THAT 1 EVER RAIGE

WHICH I WILL
HARD TIM

Taxy Arx CoMPOSED
Loaping 8

WILEE'S, FREE TR _ _.

‘“m L!. IIi".d. . 4

Gen'l Ag't A\ HOSPE,Jr.
1518 Dougins 8t., Omaha, Nobr,




