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BRYANS GREAT SPRECH

Our Distinguished Citizen Sustains
His Reputation as an Orator.

‘WILD CHEERSAT EVERY PERIOD

His Arguments for the Platform and
How They Were Received.

A Remarkable Demonstration—The Won-
derful Influence of Oratory,

“The Silver Knight of the West,"
William Jennings Bryan of Nebraska,
set the convention on fire with a specch
which will be declaimed by the coming
generation of schoolboy orators. It was
followed by a demonstration which
never will be forgotten by the 16,000
people who witnessed it and partici-
pated therein,

Up to this time the convention had
not been dull for want of effective ora-
tory. The tearfuol and pleading Colonel
Fellows of New York, the fiery and im-
pulsive Blackburn of Kentucky, the
faorceful and aggressive Altgeld of Illi-
nois, and such famous orators as Hill,
Russell, Waller and White had scored
their trinmph and added new leaves to
their laurel wreaths, But when com-
pared to the impassioned oratory of the
“Black Eagle of Nebraska,” newly
!‘\med “The Silver Knight of the
| At the efforts were tame,

' A reputation as an orator may prove
either an advantage or a handicap to its
possegsor. From such a man the list-
eneér expects much. Woe is in store for
euch an orator if his effort fails to meet
the sangnine expectations of the auditor,
and triumph is sure if he reaches the
heralded heights which have been prom-
tsed. Bryan established a reputation as
an orator in the seattered hamlets on the
Nebraska plains, and it wafted him into
congress. Inoneterm he set a new
mark for congressional eloquence. Now
he has set another new mark,

Mr. Bryan's Ovation,

There was some applanse when Mr,
Bryan took the platform, but it did not
equal in fervor the reception accorded
Senator Hill. Senator Hill was given a
storm of applause before he spoke and
Bryan a cyclone of enthusiasm when he
had concluded. The andience had not
yet got the taste of Tillman out of its
month and regarded the Nebraska ora-
tor with some suspicion. It must be
understood that the great majority of
the audience secured admission al the
hands of the gold standard minority
and was not in consonance with the
genliments uttered by Mr. Bryan. This
wakes his triumph all the more com-
plete. When gniet had been restored
by the chairman, Mr. Bryan spoke as
follows:

MR, CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN OF
Tais ConvExTION: I wonld be presumptu-
ous, indesd, to present myself agninst the
distinguished gentleman to whom you
have listened. if this were but a measur-
ing of ability, but this is not & contest of

rsons.  The humblest citizen in all the
and, when cipd in armor of righteous
cause,ls strongor than all the whole hosts of
error that they cun bring. 1 come to
gpeak to you in defense of a cause as holy
as the cause of liberty, the cause of hu-
manity. (Loud applause.)

When this debate Is concluded, a mo-
tion will be made to lny upon the table a
resolution offered in commendation of the
administration, and also a resolution in
econdemnation of the admMnistration. I
shall object to bringing this guestion
down to the level of peisons, The indi-
yidual is but an atom; he is born, he acts,

l% dies, but prinelples are eternal, and
AN

s has been u contest of principles.
Woyer before in the history of this country
has there been witnessed such a contest as
that through which we have just passed.
Never before in the history of American
politics has o great fssne been fought out
as has this issue by the voters themselves.

The Fight For Silver,

On the 4th of March, 1505, a few Demo-
orats, most of them members of congress,
issued an address to the Demoerats of the
nation, asserting the money question was
the paramount issue of the hour; assert-
ing also tho right of the majority of the
Democratic party to control the position
of the party on this paramount issue, and
concluding with the request that all be-
llevers in the free colnoge of silver in the
Democratic party should organize, take
oharge of and control the poliey of the
Demooratio party. Three months later,
at Memphis, an organization was per-
fected and silver Democrats went forth
openly and boldly and courageously pro-

ming thelr belief, and declaring that if

successtul, they would orystalize in a plat- |

form the decinration which thay had
made, and then began the confliot with o
zeal approaching the zeal which inspirved
the crusaders who followed Peter the
Hermit., Our silver Democrats went forth
from victory unto vietory uuntil they are
assembling now, not to discuss, not to de-
bate, but to enter upon the judgment
rendered by the plain people of this coun-
try. (Applsuse) In this contest, brother
has been arvayed against brother, and
father against son. The warmest ties of
love and nequaintance and association
i have been disregarded. Old leacors have
- been cast aslde when they refnsed to give
Texpression to the sentiments of those
hom they would lead, and new leaders
ave sprung up to give direction to this
eause of truth. (Cheers.) Thus has the
oontest been wagad, and we have as-
embled here nnder as binding and solemn
structibns as were ever fastened upon
depresentatives of a people.
Not,a Question of Fersons.

Wedo not come as individuals. We

b might have been glad to compliment the

tleman from New York (Senator Hill,

mut we know that the people for whom we
speak would never be willing to put him
in a position whore he mulH ‘thwart the
will of the Democratic pa (Cheers,) I
say it was not a question of person; it was
a question of principle, and it is not with
my {riends, that we find our-

selves brought into conflict with those

xme wemen wno Just preceada me
(Gm‘r;zr Russell), spoke of of the old
state of Massachusetts. Let me assure
him that not one person in all this con-
vention entertains the least hostility to
the people of the state of Massachusetts.
But we stand here representing people
who are equoals before the law of the larg-
est oltizens in the state of Massachusetts,
‘When you come before us and tell us we
shall disturb your business interests, we
reply that you havedisturbed our business
interests by your course. (Great applause
and cheering.) We ‘:3 to you that you
have made too limited in ifs apgltca&lon
the definition of business man. The man
who 18 employed for wages is as much a
business man as his employer. {Contin-
uned cheering.) The attorney in s country
town is s muoh s business man as the
corporation connsel in a great metropolis.
The merchant at a cross-ronds store s as
uch a business man as the merchant of
ew York. The farmer who goes forthin
the morning and toils all day, begins in
spring and toils all summer, and, by &
]Slm on of brain and mauscle to the
natural resources of this country, creates
wonlth, is as much a business man as
the man who goes upon the board of

trade and bets upon the price of
graln.

The free gilver delegates at this point
broke forth in tremendons cheers,stand-
ing on chaits and waving their hats and
banners frantically. Order was finally
restored and Mr. Bryan continued; ’

The miners who go 1,000 feet into
earth, or olimb 2,000 feet wupon
oliffs and bring forth from their
hiding place precions metals to be poured
in the channels of trade, are as much
business men as the few financial mag-
nates who in a back room corner the
money of the world.

Tremendous Enthusiasm,

The sentiments of the speaker were
cheered again and again, and the gal-
leries seemed to be a mass of white be-
ocause of the handkerchiefs waving. The
cheers were renewed again and again,
and it was some minutes before Mr.
Bryan could be heard, He proceeded as
follows:

‘We come to speak for this broader class
of business men. And, my friends, we
say not one word against those who live
upon the Atlantic coast, but those hardy
pioneers who braved all the dangers of the
wilderness, who have made the desert to
blossom as roses, those rlonmm away out
there, rearing their children near to na-
ture's heart, where they have erected
school houses for educating their young,
and churches where they prtﬁse their Crea-
tor, and cemeteries where slesp the ashes
of their dead—are ns deserving of the con-

this country.
these that we speak. @ do not come a3
aggressors. Our war is not a war of con-

uest, Woe are fighting in defense of our

omes, our families amﬁ prosperity. (Loud
applause.) We have peiitioned and our
entreaties have been disregarded, We
have begged and they have mocked and
our calamity came. We beg no longer;
we entreat no more; we petivdon no more;
we defy them, :

The gentleman from Wisconsin has gaid
be fears a Robospierre, My friend, in this
land of the free you meed fear no tyrant
who will spring u: from amongthe people.

Another Outburst,

The chairman rapped for order and a
pause of considerable length ensued be-
fore the epeaker counld proceed:

What we need is an Andrew Jackson,
to stand as Andrew Jackson stood azainst
the national banks, We are told that our
platform is made to catch votes. We re-
ply to them that changed conditions make
new fssues, The principles on wwhich
Democracy rests aie as everlasting as the
hills, but, they must be applied to new
conditions as they arize. New conditions
bave arisen, and we are attempting te
meet them.

Invome Tax a Just Law,

They tell us that ineome tax ounght not
be brought in here; thatit is a new idea.
They say we passed an unconstitutionsl
law. Idenyit. The income tax was not
unconstitutional when it was passed. It
was not unconstitutional when it went to
the supreme court the first time. Tt did
not become unconstitutional until one
Lt;dgu changed his mind, and we cannot

expected to know when a judge will
change his mind. The Income tax is a
ust law, It simply intends to put the
urden of the government justly upon the
backs of the people. 1 am in favor of an
income tax. (Applause)

When I find a man who iz not willing
| to pay his share of the burdens of the gov-

ernment which protects him, I find a man

who is unworthy to enjoy the blessings of
| & government like ours, (Applanse.)

e says that we are opposing a national
| bank currency. It is true, If you will read
what Thomas Benton said, you will find
that in searching history he could find
but one parallel to Androw Jackson, that
| was Cieero, who destroyed the conspiracy
| of Catalin and saved Home, He did for
| Rome what Jackson did when he de-
| stroyed bank conspiracy and saved

America. (Applanse) We say in our
| platform that we belleve the right to coin
| money and lssue money is a func-

tion of government, We believe in
| We believe it is part of sovercignty,

and can no more with safery be delegated
to private individuals than we can afford
to delegate to private individuals power
to make penal statutes or levy laws for
taxation.

Stands With Jefferson,
| Mr. Jefferson, who was onoe regarded as
d Democratic authority, seems to have
ad different opinions from gentlemoen
who have addressed us on the part of the
minority. Those who are opposed to this
proposition told us the issuo of paper
money is the funetion of banks |mi.{tlml.
the government ought to go out of the
banking bosiness. 1 stand with Joffer-
son, rather than with them, and tell them
a8 he did, that vhe issue of moneyisa
funetion of the government and that
banks ought to go out of the government
business.

They eomplain about that plank which
declares against life tonure in oftice. They
have tried to strain it to mosn that whici':
it does not mean. What wo oppose in
that plank is life tenure that is being

ulit up at Washington, which exaiudes
from participation in beneiits the humbler
members of our socisty., 1 cannor dwell
longer in my lHmited time. (Cries of go
‘ on, go on.) Let me call attention to two

or three great things.
The gentlemnn from New York savs he
[will propose an amendment, providin
that this change in our law shall not uﬁ
fect contracts already made. Let me ro-
mind him that there is no intention of af-
feoting those contracts, which, according
to the present Inws, are made payahle in
ld. But If he means to say we cannot
ﬁanga our monevary system without pro-
teoting those who have 1 money be-
| fore the change was made, I want to ask
him where, in law or in morals, he can
*m-nmmm.m sha data

¢

sideration of this party as any people in |
(Great npplause.) It s for

mas enc aUh UL ADTD WAS Wm, bus
Nw insist that we must protect the cred-
itor. He says he nlso wants to amend this
law and provide that If we fall to maintain
a parity within a year, we will then sus-
pend colnage of silver, We reply that when
we advocate a thing which we helieve will
be suecess{nl we are not compelled to raise
a doubr as 1o our sincerity by tryin%jm
show what we will doif we can, I ask him
if he will apply his logio to us, why he
does not apply it to himself. He sayshe
want= this country to try to secure an in-
ternational agreement, Why doesn't he
tell us what he {3 going to do if the¥ fail
to secure an intornational agreement?
There {8 more renson for him to do that
than for us to fuil to maintain a parity,
They have tried for 50 years to secure an
internationnl agreement, and those who
are waiting for it most patiently don't
want it at all (cheering, laughter long
continued).

Now, my friends, let me come to the
great paramonnt question. If they ask
us here why It is we say more on the
money question than we suy upon the
tarifl question, I mplfr that if proteotion
has slain its thousands, the gold standard
| has slain its tons of thousands. If they

ask us why we.did not embody all these

things in our platform which we belle;ﬁ
we reply to them when wo have restol
| the money of the constitution, all other
necessary reforms will be possible, and
| that until that is done, there is no reform
| that can be accomplished. (Cheering.)

Why is it that within three months

such a change has come over the senti-
| ments of this country? Three months

o, when it was confldently asserted

t those who believed in the gold stand-
| ard would frame our platform and nom-
inate our candidate. Brooote the change.
Mr, McKinley was nouinared at St. Louls
upon a platform that declared for the
Folﬂ standard unti! it should be changed
nto bimetallism by international agree.
ment. Mr. McKinley was the most popu-
lar man among the Republican party,
and everybody, three months ago, in the
Republican party, prophesied his election.

How is it teday. What about that man
who used to boast that he looked like Nu-
leon. That man chudders today when
e thinks that he was nominated on the
annive of the battle of Waterloo.
Not only that, but as he listens he can
hear with ever increasing distinotness the
sound of the waves ns they beat upon the
lonely shores of St. Helena. (Cheers.)

Why this change? Ah, my friends, Is
not & change evident to any one who will
look at this matter? It is no private char-
acter, however pure; no personal popu-
larity, however great, that can proteoct
from the avenging wrath of an indignant
B:ople aman who will either declare he

in favor of fastening the gold standard
upon this people, or who is willing to sur-
render the right of self government and

lace legislative control In the hands of
reign potentates and powers. (Cheers.)
Confident of Victory.

The econtinued cheering made it im-
possible for the speaker to proceed; it
was renewed as the chairman vainly
rapped for order,

Finally Mr, Bryan, raising his hand,
obtained silence long enongh to say that
he had only 10 minutes left, and asked
the audience to let him occupy that
time. He then resnmed:

We go forth confldent we shall win,
Why? Because upon the paramount issue
in this campaign there s not a spot of
ground upon which the enemy will dare
to challenge battle. Why, if they tell us
the gold standard Is a good thing we point,
to their platform and tell them that their
platform pledges the party to get rid of
a gold standard and substitute blmet-
alllsm. (Applause.)

If the gold standard is a good thing,
why try to get rid of 16, (Laughter and
| continued applause,) 1f the gold stand-

ard. and I might call your attention to

the fact that some of the very people who
are in this convention today and who tell
{ you that we onght to declare in favor of
nternational bimetalllsm, and thereby
declare that the gold standard 15 wrong,
and that the principle of bimetallism is
| netter. These very people, four months
bgo, were oprn and avowed advoceates
oﬂl old standard and  telling us that we
could not legislate two metals together,
even with all the world. (Renewed ap-
plause nnd cheers.) 1 want to soggest
this truth, that if the gold standard is a
good thing we ought to declare in favor of
its retention and pot in favor of abandon-
ing it; and if the fuld standard s a bad
thing, why should we wait until some
othier nations are willing to help us to let
go. (Applansi.)
‘ The Line of Battle.
|  Here is a line of mttle, We care not
| upon which issue they foree the fight, We
are preparcid to meet them on either issue
oron both. If they tell us the gold standard
is the standand of civilization, we reply to
them that the most enlightened of all na-
tions of earth has never declared fora
| gold standard and both parties this year
arve declaring against it, (Applause.) If
the gold standard is the standard of olvil-
ization, why, my {riends, should we not
have 1t? S0, 17 they come to meet us on
that, we can present the history of our
nation. More than that we can tell them
this, that they will search pages of histor
in vain to find o single instance in whic
the common people of any land have ever
declared themselves in favor of & gold
standand. (Applause),

They can lind where holders of flxed in-
vestments have., Mr, Carlisle sald in 1878
that this was a struggle between idle
holders of idle capital and the struggling
masses who produce wealth and pay the
taxes of the conntry, ana my friends, it s
simply the question that we shall declde
upon, which side shall the Demoeratie
party fight* Upon the side of idle hold-
ers of Idle capital, or upon the side of the
struggling masses?  Lhat is a gquestion
that the party must answer (irst, and then
it must be answered by each individual
hereafrer, The sympathies of the Demo-
cratic party o described by the platform
are on the slde of the struggling masses,
who have ever been the foundation of the
Democratic party. (Applause). There
are two Ideas of government, There are
those who believe that if you just legislate
tomake the well-to-do prosperons that
their prosperity will leak through on those
below. The Demoocratic idea has been that
il you legislate to make the mass prospar-
ous their prosperity will find its way up
and through every class and rest upon it.
(Applause).

{;'uu come (ous and tall us the great
eities are in fuvor of a gold standard. I
tell you that the great clties rest upon

| these broad and fertile prairies. Burn
down your clties and leave our farms, ahd
ffnur citles will spring up again as
E

by magle. But destroy our farms and

| grass will grow in the streets of every
| oity In this mmutﬁ. (Loud u.Ep!auue.)
| My friende, we shall declare that this
country is able to legislate for its own
ple on every question withont walting

'or the aid or consent of any other natlon
on earth (applanse), and upon that issue

{Continued on 5th page.)

VIAT SHALL WE D02

The Independent Takes a Referen-
dum on Bryan's Candidacy.

POPS OVER THE STATE REPLY,

What They Think of the Present
Situation.

Most of Them are For Billy Bryan for

FPresident,

The nbmination of Mr. Bryan at Chica-
go 8o changed the who!s political situa-
tion that the editor of the INDEPENDENT
concluded he woulid takea referendum on
the question as to the course the popu-
lista shonld pursue. Beores of postal
eards were sent to prominent populists
in all parts of the state asking them to
express their views,

The following replies are printed in the
order in which they were received:

Pawnee City, Neb., July 11—My view
of what position the populist party
should take in regard to the Chicago
nomination is: Nominate W. J. Bryan,
The populists of Pawnee Uity are a unit
for him for the presidency. Yours for
vietory.—T. J. Plummer.

O’Neill, Neb., July 11.—The populist
party of Holt county,in convention as-
sembled today, voted unanimously in
endorsement of the Omaha platiorm
and against endorsement of Bryan as a
democratic nominee, but favor a union
of all free silver forces if sucn can be
honorably aceomplished without losing
or dantrnyinﬁ our party organization or
identity, such as all reform forces uniting
on the same set of electors in each state,
—Ham Kautzman.

Richland, Neb., Juiy 11.—In reply to
yours of this date 1 would say | want
nothing to do with their funeral, not
even to act as pall bearer. 1 amunot
willing te be torned over to the demo-
eratic party. 1left the old rotten hulk

ears ago, and am ngt like a dog to re-

urn to ite vomit.—0. Nelson.

Fremont, July 11.—Am in favor ol the
Nebraska original “16 to 1, without
waiting for any other country” W.J,
Bryan.—R. D. Kelly.

Minden, Neb., July 12.—FPaddle our
own canoe.—Courier,

Neiligh, Neb,, July 11.—Let the peoples
independent party nominate a straight
ticket, 1f Bryan should receive the most
glectoral votes give him our vote. Ii
the independent party should receive the
moat, let them return the compliment.—
J.D, Hatfield.

Fairbury, Neb.,, July 11.—We have
been snubbed. The democrats refused
any honorable compromise, and I feel
both indignant and belligerant. Mr.
Bryan is perhaps nearer a populist than
any other mau in their party, and their
platform is stolen from ours. We can-
not afford to deieat him. Two yearz
more of Sherman and Clevelandism
means too mueh suffering. Patriotism
and humanity say indorse the ticket and
turn out the class of men that has been
controlling the country so long and are
g0 competent in incompetency. Popu-
lists must sacrifice their pride for the
good of their country.—Thad Williams.

Wabash, July 12,—The populist party
shiould now stand as one man infavor of
the indorsement of W, J. Bryan for
president, thereby securing his election
and vietory for populist principles.—B.
F. Allen.

Lincoln, Neb., July 11.—The populist
party should not yield to the glamor of
the burst oi enthusiasm over the Chicago
nomination. The populist national
committee monthe ago invited the re-
form forces of all parties to meet with us
in conference at St. Louis July 22d.
This cordial and generous invitation has
been spurned by the late nomination.
The silver demoerats haviog power to
nominate had also power to adjourn to
meet with us. By their precipitate nom-
ination they have thrown down their
ultimatum to ng. The duty of the pop-
ulists in their convention 18 to strength-
en the Omahn platiorm in every detail
aud present it to the Chicago nominee,
If he accepts it without reservation,
nominate him; ghould he reiect it, nomi-
nate a ticket of ourown.—1. N. Leonard.

Grand Island, Neb,, July 11.—There is
but one plain, honest, and consistent
thing for our party to do at the St
Louis convention and that is to nomi-
nate for our candidate for president that
brave patriot and able delender of the
people’s cause, Hon, Wi, J, Bryan of
Nebraska. The erisis is now on and it is
the solemn duty of all who believe that
the aiministration of this government
should be wrested from the hands of the
selfish money ehangers of New York City
and London and agnin  restored to the
people, to rally as one man to the sup
port of the Chicago ticket. In my opin-
1on, the man or men who will now know-
ingly adviss a contrary course are ene-
mies to the eardinal principles of the
populistic faith, and should be classed
with the gold bogs of the republican and
demoeratic parties.—H. A. Edwards,
state central committeeman for 1lall
county.

Hastings, Neb., July 11.—~1 say indorse
the Chicago nominee, by all means.—Dr.
J. T. Stesle.

Benkelman, Neb., July 12.=With the
opportunity to place such a man as
Bryan in the presidential chair, one so
near and dear te every lover of liberty
and independence, one who has done so

mueh to reform a great political party
and bring it to adopt our principles into
its platiorm, there should beno hesitancy
in approving him as our candidate at
St. Louig—Lewis E, Walker.

Lincoln, Neb., July 13.—If the popu-
liets are sineere in their desire to ad-
vance the eause of humanity, break the
shackles of the money power that binds
the induostries of this country in its iron
grasp, secure the houest money of all the
wople, advance the cause of honest
abor, return prosperity to the husiness
and producing ¢lasses of this nation and
perpetuate this government to a free,
united and contented people, we will
nominate the Hon. W. J. Bryan, the
champion of the common vs le, at the
8t. Louis convention.—C. W. Hoxie,

In an interview in the Sunday World-
Herald Governor Holeomb says: “ln my
judgment the populist party will meet in
national convention in  8t, Louis on the
224 inst. and proceed in the usudl man-
ner to the eonstruction and adoption of
o platiorm covering theessential leatures
ol their well-knowdemands as contained
in their platform heretofore adopted,
and to nominate candidates for presi-
dent and vice president whom they can
and will support unitedly and enthusias-
tically during the eampnign and at the
polls. The Hon. W. J. Bryan of Nebras.
ka, the recent nominee ot the democrats
in their national convention heid in Chi-
cago, will, in my opinion, be a promi-
nent candidate before our convention.
We of Nebraska are proud of his many
sterling qualities, his public record his
high moral character, hishonesty of pur-
pose and hia consistent devotion to the
interests of the great mass of the peo-
ple. His election to the presidency
would be a signal victory along the line
of financial reform.”

Lincoln, Neb., July 13.—The plain duty
of the Bt. Louis convention is to indorse
W. J. Bryan. This means his election,
which means the restoration of
the silyer dollar and the aboli-
tion of the national banks, as well
ns many other relorms asked for by the
populist party. This is a8 much as we
could expect in the next four years from
the election of a professed populist,
which is impossible for us to do this
year. For twenty years I have been bat-
tling for financial reform and this is the
firat opportunity our party hns had to
throw its weight in the balance as a
litical power and secure a victory. The
St. Lounis convention must choose be-
tween McKIuIeyband Bryan. By Iailing
to endorse Mr. Bryan they virtually en-
dorse Mr. McKinley. By all means
Bryan's name at the head of the ti
J. B. Romine. *

lace
at—

Vulparaiso, Neb., July 11.—I confess
my mind is not yet fixed as to what the
populist party shonld do in regard to
the Chicago nominations, but there is
one thing all agree on, viz., that the re.
form elements must unite or our beloved
country is lost. Then are we all ready
to place patriotism above party name?
If 8o, will the silver democratsdrop their
name and all together take a new name
(1 care not what)? Then as they have
swallowed our principles and we in turn
swallow their man, we would all be one,
awnd not kuow or care who that one is.—
B. R. . Weber.

Beatrice, July 12.—The republican ma-
chine convention at St. Louis stole the
platiorm of the golden call Groverites;
the free silver democrats at Chicago
stole the populist platform; I cannot see
anything for us pops to do at St. Louis
but to steal the next president of these
United States. We know a pop among
a thousand of democrats, and we know
W. J. Bryan to be just the very man that
the American people need in their busi-
ness at the present time. Let us nomi.
nate him at 8t Louis. Country first
with me and party secondary. The
Tribuneis for the “braivy Bryan.,"—E.
E. Ellis.

Aurora, Neb., July 13.—When men
believing in the same baaic prineiples
unite for the advancement of a eause, it
isright. No personal or party selfish-
ness should influence patriotie citizens
to divide forces and permit wrong to
triumph. Let us meet at St. Louis,
adopt a platform and name Bryan as
our candidate. It is the duty of the
hour; a sight drait on our manhood.
Let us perform the dugy; let us honor
the obligation.—W. L. Stark.

Kimball, Neb., July 12.—My viewa on
the gituation are to unite on one set of
electors for all silver parties. The high-
est number of votes in either of the
silver parties gels the president, thenext
highest gets the vice president and the
third highest the secretary. The cabinet
to be chosen from the reform parties. 1
heartily urge this plan.—John Biggs,
Chatrman Kimball County Committe,

Ogallala, July 13.—The populists held
their county convention at Ogallala and
nominated a foll county ticket. A
standing vote was taken, all present en-
dorsing W. J. Bryan for president.—I.
M. Shultz.

Ueneva, July 12.—=Fillmore county in
ite convention yesterday n-,'\!ir--.-qm‘il its
confidence in W, J. Bryan, and instruet-
ed its delegates to vote for n union of re-
form forces if the samoe can be secured
honorably and without a sacrifice of
principle or party organization. My
own seotiments are in and with the
above.—lJ. J. Burke.

Filley, Neb., Juiy 13.—1In reply to your
inquiry as to the duty of the populist
party in regard to the nomination of
Mr. Bryan for president, [ have no hesi-
tation in saying that that party should
make him its candidate, This is an op-
portupnity to secure the triumph of o
great prineiple which is a cardinal point
in the popu]isb platform, and the highest
patriotism demands that the populists
shonld avail themselves of it. T would
regard the defeat of the money power of
the world by the restoration of silver to
the status of 1878 as the greatest vio-
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tory of the people since the declaration
of independence. This vietory will be
achieved by the election of W, J. Bry-
au a8 president.—J, Burrows,

that under the present circumstances I
would prefer nominating Bryan—J, 8.
Freeman.

Omaha, July 14.—I think the populist
party should nominate, Bryan, Thers
are several reasons for this opinion.—
D, Clem Deaver.

Lincoln, Neb., July 12. 1806.—Endorse
W, J. Bryan, Our populist county con-
vention  elected thirteen out of
fourteen delegates, pronounced W, J.
Bryan men.—J, B, Morgan,

Don’t think we should recognize the
Chicago ?onvantum.—-w. C. Reed,

Cowles, Neb., July 13. 1808.—The pop
eonvention Saturday practically endors-
ed him, Bryan, and selected delegates
to work for that end. The free silver
element [g strong for him here—papu-
lists, republicans and all. But we are
not go excited as not to look anxiously
toward the attitude of the south—a spir-
it that the silver forces must be united
is above the pride In & man from our
own state.—H. L. Hopkins, :

Nelson, Neb.,, July 13, 1808.—Wisdom
surely dictates the endorsement of W,
J. Bryan at Bt, Louls on the 22d.—D.B.
gné.senbery. Editor Nickolls County Her-

Clay County, Neb., July 14, 1806.—My
views are, that the populist party should
do nothing that would divide the ele-
ments favorable to silver or delay its
enactment into law, No actlon should:
be taken that will divide free sllver
vote among two or more presidential
candidates, I am for the man that can
defeat McKinley and lead us to victory
in 1886, I think I'am safe In saying that
this is the general sentiment of our peo-
ple.—~George W. Negel,

Imperial, Neb, July, 18, 1896.—Chase
county delegation for Hon, W. J. Bryan,
the “Moges of the Nineteenth century.”
—E. B, Sutton,

McCook, Neb., July 13, 1896, —My
lon Is that they cannot do l.nythlnto?;
but to nominate the Chicago ticket,
Bryan and Sewall, and keep up both
national and state organizations of the
party. Not to do so would be bad poll-
tics,as they represent and stand for the
principles we advocate, I deem it the
duty of the Independent to avalil
themselves of the first opportunity to
put them In force.—J. A, Sheridan.

Imperial, Neb.,, July 12, 1866.—~Popu-
lists of Chase county met in convention
yesterday, All express themselves as
willing to vote for Bryan and hope our
national convention would endorse him,
Of eourse, nothing was sald in the con-
ventlon. T write this that you may know
our sentiments, Yours for victory.—A.
M. Brittell, Chalrman,

Hebron, Neb,, July 18, 1898.—The peo-
ple’s party should hold its own conven-
tion at 8t. Louis, adopt its own platform
and nominate its own candidates. W.
J. Bryan is a good enough populist to get
my support, should he be nominated by
our convention and accept such nominga-
tion. To support him as a democrat
and agalnst a populist, would not only
be dangerous to the life of our party,
but, in case of his defeat, we would be
left In about the same condition as the
gold-bug democrats in Nebraska, now
—kicked out of our own party and no
home to shelter us. Should Mr. Bryan
not be the nominee of our convention, I
would favor naming the same state elec-
tors with the democrats upon the un-
derstanding that the whole electoral
vote ghall be cast for the free silver
candidate who receives the largest pop-
ular vote.—F, 8. Mickey.

Richfleld, Sarpy County, Neb,, July 13,
18%6.—Personally, I regard Mr. Bryan
as the logical presidential candidate for
whom the populists should declare at
8t. Louis. Our people are zall for him.
Sarpy county has always heen, is, and
wlll in November next be, the banner
Eryan county in the state, The new
allgnment of political parties will be
properly deflned during the coming
campaign; its culmination will be ef-
fected at the election, which follows.
Should Bryan fall of election, we may
rest assured no other candidate could
have succeeded., The men of the sil-
ver, corn and cotton states will rally to
his standard, and in every state of the
union men who prefer American to Brit-
Ish interesta will ghout the pralses of
the gilver knights, Nebraska's favorite
son, the Hon. W. J. Bryan—George
Becker, Btate Central Committes,

Neligh, Neb., July 13.—My opinion
there is only one thing to do, and that
I= to unite the silver forces, otherwise it
means certain defeat., And if the gold
power Is not broken by the election its
shackles will be fastened on us perma-
nently.—~Herman Freese,

Dassett, Neb., July 13—Youn ask
my views as to “what position the pop-
ulist party should take in regard to
Chicago nominations.” Bryan and the
platform on which he stands suits me.
I care nothing for party name. Like
Teller of Colorado, “principls before
party” is my motto. Without union we
cannot hope to accomplish anything,
with Bryan as our leader, supported by
all bl-metallists, we can sweep the
country.—W. T, Phillips. s

Alnsworth, Neb,, July 12.—1 wonld
say that T am In favor of the 8t. Louls
convention indorsing the Chicago nom-
Inees. We must strike effectively at
the money power, and soon, or It will
be too late.—~Geo. A. Mills, State Com,
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