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STRUTHERS' ADVENTURE

Result of His Effurta to Save the
Svkie's Daughter.

Strathers was discontented, so was
Bones; the canses were differsant, but
the effect the same

Sitruthers had knocked about Central
America for almost four months on &
vain guest for adventures swhich would
make hiscollege vacation a unigue one,
and fill his room at the “*Hall™ with
trophies and the boys' ears with thrill-
ing siories

Bones was beginning to rebel at the
society of native curs, whose combined
forces did not suffice to give him a
semblance of the delightful serim-
mages he was wont to bave in Cam-
bridge

Struthers’ latest vagarv—and owing
to his father’s liberality he was uble to
indulge in many such—was the charter-
ing of a small native schooner. With
& crew of six black Caribs he was now
sicirting the Mosquiio shore of Hon-
duras on his way to Cabo Gracios o
Dios, whera he expeoted w cawch a
homeward bonnd stesmer

He vearned for the delights of civili-
gation and ice, mad felt that, after all,
the conventional pleasures of tennis,
eanoeing and dancing at Bar Harbor
were perhaps preferuble to the un-
eertain jors of mule back and hunting
in the wilds of Central America.

The outht, or what remained of it
wes rusty and battered, but the hard-
ahips which had wrought this change
in his “impedimenta™ had been vastly
benecficial to the owner in hordening
his muscles and broadeniog his shoal-
ders

With BDones things had not gone so
well; an almost steady diet of bunanas
had muade him thin, and between the
chigoes and purrapatas wvery little of
his glossy coai was'left, save in shreds
and patches

“It’s too bad, Hones, old fellow; they
haven't left yom much hair,™ said
Btruthers. *“*Never mind, your troubles
will soon be over. I say, Ossorio,” turn-
ing wrathfully upon the Carib captain,
*swhat is this beastly, old country of
yours good for, anyway? 1 haven’t had
& decent adventure or seén anytihing
worth telling, in the whole length and
breadih of i!™

“You huven't seen him all, Buckra,"”
replied the Carib, asplendid specimen of
that race of semi-civilized black smug-
glers, who dart along the Caribbean
coast in their swift dories

“Way yvonder,” he econtinued, point-
ing toward the west, *“1s de lan’ ubde
Waikas; plenty fun dere; but white man
no sabez him. No white men dere, not
eben Spanish man, only Waikas,

juckra, only Waikas™

“Perhaps you're right, Ossorio, about
the plenty fun. At any rate, I'll have
another try at amusement before I eut
the country; so put about and malke for
some river you think vour friends, the
Waikas, may live near.™

Soon they were sailing along the low
sandy coast which lay to the lef:, and
as they rounded a little cape Struthers
cried out:. “‘Look. there's the mouth of
the river.™

] see him,"” answered the Carib,
*smalke we put in dere [ tink me,
praps. see Wallia town soon by.™

The Carily’s supposition was correct,
for the senooner was Soon Near enougn
for them to perceive the high-peaked
thatened roofs and bamboo walls of
the native houses nestling among the
waving palms and plumy cocoanut
trees which lined the river bank.

The schooner was over the bzr and
abresst of the vwillago before the na-
tives wers aware of their presence

Then they came running and jump-
ing down to the river Lank likke so
many children, in high glee over the
arrival of strangers and the possibility
of beads, and perbaps a little rom.

The landing wus soon mgde, amd
the Carib, polygiot that he was
acted as interpreter in presenting
Struthers tothe old chief. Doma Pisana,
who at nnee bid the strangrers waicome
and conducted them to bis watls, or
house,

Installed in a wide hammock within
the semi-dariness of the watlia, #nd
a large gourd of coal pineapple mishls
at his side, Struthers forgot his diseon-
tent and asked many questions of
Pisano through the Carib.

Ile learned that the music they kad
heard was part of the ceremony attend-
ant upon the death of an old suitia or
“medicine man,” whose funeral was to
be held on the folinwing day.

“To-morrow. aut first sun up de
fun'ral begins. Dama Pisano asku you
if you wan’ to see him—better you do—
maybe it 'muse you," said the (Grib,
with uncouscious Sarcasm.

Atsunrise the pext morning he was
suddenly arvused by the rattle of mus-
ketry, followed by doleful howls and
lamertations

Rushiog out of the watla, where he
had spent the night, he saw a large pit-
pan (dugout) eoming slowly down the
river, while on the bank abreast of it
marched two columns of Waikas, the
men constituting one column, the wom-
en the other

In the pitpar was the deaa mediciae
man, his three widows and a solitary
paddler

The pitpan made a landing, and the
eoffin, followed by the crowd of silent
YWaikas, was carried aloug a oarrow
trail into the furest

The open space of the burial pround
wras in the midst of the great jungle—
& smui! circle of light surrounded by
impenstirable darkoess.

Boom was made for Struthers, Os-
sorio and ULones, and st a signal from
Pisano the crowd fell boack the new
sukia stepped forward and the cere-
snonies began.

Bending low over the swathed body,
the sukin began in a low, rapic mur-
mur to bewai! his loss and recount the
good deeds of the dead man; one by
one the women joined in—thechant in-
creased rapidly in velocity and volume
until it forwed a grand swelling chorus
of distress, then slowly died away into
&0 Inarticulate sorrowing.

lo a silence broken cnly by the muf-
fled tones of the tom-toms and the sobs
of the erouching women, the new sukia
kneeled down and solsmaly stueck little

w::u:ulmPt res of men with uplifted
sw .‘y’ achetes in the groand.

This, «.plained Ossorio, was to
frighten away any evil spirits who
might attempt to steal the body.

The dead man's entire kit of weap-
ons and a bunch of plantains was
placed in the coffin with him, to pro-
teet and feed him on his long journey
to the land of everlasting felicity.

Again the low-murmured wall began
and continued until it reached a fren-
zied pitch. Faster beat the drum and
faster whirled the women about the
open grave in a wild ecstatic dance un-
til, weak and dizzy, they sank to the
ground, squirming and clutching at
the grass about them while the foam
flicked from their mouths as from
rabid animals

Once more silence fell upon the as-
serubled crowd. The sukia stepped to
the grave and with bhis machete dis-
patched three dogsand acat which were |
to bear the dead man company on his
journey.

*1 say, Ossorio, this is horrible—it's
voodooism—let's go,™ muttered Struth-
ers.

*Yes, Eunckra, obeab an® voodoo: de
Waikas long time come from Africa;
dey stil! keep unp er r'ligion ob der
faders. Butl make me wait; he stop
now, see, dey dosometning else," added
the Carib, as the natives swayed bacle

The erowd parted and two hideous
ola hags stepped into the open, drag-
ging between them a trembling voung
native girl, who cust ternfied glances
before her.

“Shame to whip such & nice little
girl.," murmured the Carib,

“What do you mean—who is going to
whip her, and for what reason?” de-
manded Struthers

“De Waikse man tell me de dead
sukia's hier fader,™ answered the Carib.
“*Waika alwayrs whip de 'lations of de
dead man at de fun'ral; maybe she do
something when he hive he no whip ber
for—dey whip her now for shuah.”™

Iardly had the Carib spoken, when a
brawny Waika buck stepped forward
with a heavy manatee whip, which
iashed through the air down upon the
girl's shrinking shoulders, and lefta
long red welt of tortared flash,

A shriek burst from the girl and she
writhed and twisted wainly to escape
from the clutches of the hags who held
her.

“Look out, Ossorio,
this.” pasped Struthers
stop it!"

But the faithful Bones, who had
crouched till then at Strothers' feet,
relieved them from all further respone
sibllity, for, as the Waika raised his
arm for the second lash, DBones, st &
whispered word from Struthers, gave &
low growl and, gathering himself to-
gether, made one of his famous jumps
and launched his forty odd pounds of
bone and muscle straight at the execus
ticner’s breast

It was all so sudden that the Waika
was down, with Dones at his throst,
bi:fore the assembled crowd realized
what had happened.

Then, with ficrce yells, machetes
were drawn and the men made a rush
gt Lones.

Struthers and Ossorio were before
them, however, the former vowing he
would shoot the first man who touched
the dog.

Bones, obedient to his master’s com=
mand, released the Waika, who, stag-
gering to his feet, rushed to the grave
and. seizing from beside it a loaded
musicet, raised it to take aim at Struth-
ers.

Defore he counld fire, a knife thrown
by the Carib pierced his richt s,
which fell limp at his side.

To make a stand against suco over-
whelming numbers wus madness, so
the two men dashed into the trail be
hind them, hot pursned by the shriek-
ing, maddened mob of Waikas.

On and on they dashed, till they were
breathless, till their hearts beat against

I can't stand
“I'm going ta

| their breasts, as though they woetld

burst through. With every step their
pursuers seemed to gain, and Struthers
was about to rive up in despair when a
glimmer in the heavy shude abead re-
vealed the river.

They crashed cut into the open, and
in au instant had jumped into the pit-
pan, which had recently borpe the

| corpse of the sukia, and were well out

into the river when the angry Waikas
emerged from the forests.

The yells of the disappointed natives
spurred them to swifter paddiing, and
they were on the schooner’s deck be-
fore the Waikas conld launch another
dugoul

The Waikas were too cautious to
risk an immediate attack, but soon had
a dozen pitpans manned and armed.

*(), for a breeze,” cried Struthers, *‘to |
take us out over the bar and away from |
these heathens!™

Liut no breeas came, though the an- |
chor was catted and all sail set ready |
for the wind.

On came the Waikas, the war droms |
beating, the gourds rattling, and the
men yvelling like demons

Suddenly, amid the pandemonium
raised by the Waikas, came sounds of
rusping and creaking overhead. The
Carib ooked anxiously aleft from his
place under the bulwarks and gavea
cry of gladness,

Hardiv had he epolken when s shout
of anger came from the Waigas. Struth-
ers, raising his head above the taff-
rail, saw the pitpans slowly falling
behind, while the freshening breeze
carried them faster and faster toward
the open sea -

For a long time he watched the
eeding canoes until they were but
specks far stern. Finalliy the Carib
wuched his sioulder.

“Bocka,"” said Ossorio, “we are ontat
seq now. Whieh way must 1 head de
dory? You want to make for Cabe
Gracios an’ de home stenmer, or you
tink you want to hab some more ‘ven-
tures?”

Struthers turned slowly upon the
questioner; he looked firstat the peace-
ful Bones, who was silumbering biiss-
fully on a coil of ropz, then at the fad-
ing shore line, and replied with a little
catch in his voice:

*No, Ossorio, | thick this adventore
will do me for a time—Ilet it be Cabo
Gravios and the steamer.”—Stevens
Vail in Boston Globa

| sinews must be removed.

' in making a purchase this considera-
{ tion should ever be borme in mind.—

TO PREPARE TOUGH MEAT.

RBemove the Sinews nnd the Worst Pleces
Will Be Perceptibly Improved.

HOME HINTS AND HELPS

—FPrune Whip: Wnites of five eggs,
beaten stiff, three tablespoonfuls sugar,

There are n great many unpromis- | pne-nalf pound sonked prunes, eut fine.

ing-looking peces of meat that make
sxeellent braises and other dishes. But
if anyvone imagines that it I8 as easy
o prepare a tough piece of meat that
aas abundance of fat and tinews in its
nake-up as a prime roast, she is mis-
taken. It requires time and patience
to deal with a sinewy piece of beef, 1

| the meuat is to be u snecess as a braise

the greater part of the fut and all the
It is not at
all difficalt to do this, but it requires
patience and a keen-edged knife about
the size of a boning knife. Keep the
knife near the sinew and scrape it
away from the meat on both sides
Continue nntil all the sinews are re-
noved. A tough piece of round is very
much improved by this process.

There are so many sinews in the leg
that it had best be used for soup,
though the patient French cooks very
often take the tronble to prepare this
cheap meat for stews. These stews
ther serve with pigunant sauces flavored
with tomatoes or mushrooms, so that
the whole dish takes on a grand air
and is really delightful to eat. while
the meat is deliciously tender. A
breast of veal with its surplus fat and
gristle 1s not 4 very promising subject
in the hands of ap inexperienced cook

jut remove the soft bones veéry care-
fullv, so ns not to waste a particle of
the meat. and remove a large portion
of the fat. Make a well-flavored staf-
fing. If you wish, use about a pound
of clear, lean veal, chopped fine and
pounded to a paste to the loaf of
bread used for the stuffing, or make
the old-fashioned dressing of bread
cruombs alone. In either case use a
small onion and a libaral teaspoonful
of parsley for flavoring and bind the
dressing together with two or three
raw egrs, according to their size.

Economic eooking of a superior order
can not be done in slupdish manner. A
fine roast of beef can be cooked more
guickly than a breast of veal, but it
costs about three times as much. The
veal takes twice as moch time to pre-
pare, Either dish is equally delicious.
An epicare might prefer the breast of
veal, if it was prepared in perfection.
Even a roast must be attended to while
it is cooking, but probably bears neg-
leet better than almost any other serv-
ice of meat, nlwnys providing the fire
wuas right when it was put in the oven.

It is becnuse of her dainty care and
skill in flavoring that the French
hmlm-ko-v}wt" excels in her rapouts and
other rechauffes. She sensons a hash
with as great care us if it were a picee
of choice gnme. The result tells in the
excellence of the dish. The careless
cook who chops up the debris of meat
from the Inst meals without stopping
to separate the lean from the fat and
remove all the bones and any sinews
is sure to make a failure of her worls
In all hushes, except corned beef,
where a little fat is allowable, sll fat
should be removed and clear lean used.
Look over the meat vesy carefully. If
potatoes are used allow abont ha!f the
guantity there i1s of meat. The care
taken in this matter will pay in the
superior excellence of your dish.—N.

Y. Tribune.
MATTER-OF-FACT.

The Dry Humor of the Ficturesque Feo-
ple of Scotland.

Some yveais agro there lived in Perth,
Seotland. a man of wenk intellect.
well-known by his Christian name,
Jumie. One dark night an acqguaint-
ance found Jamie lving at the foot of
an ontside stair. *'Is that you, Jumie?™
asked the acquaintance, in a voice of
the greatest astomishment. ““Ay, it's
me,”" replied Jamie, in a tone of com-
plete resignation.

“Have you fa'en doon the stair® was
the next gquestion?

“Ax! 1 fell doon; but I was comin®
doon, whether or no™

To illustrate further the muatter-of-
factness of the Scottish people, David
Pryde mentions that o compuny at an

' artist’s house were talking abont their

sncceesses and failares,

“Do you find it diffienlt to sell your
pictures?" said the lady of the house
to an urtist who had been perfectiy
silent.

“*No™ “it's

said he, in & slow wvolee:

no difficult—it's impossible. ™

A country doetor met one dav the
son of a patient of his who had been
veryv ilL

“Well, my lad,” said the dostor.

“how is vour father this morning?*

“He's deid,” replied the boy.

“Dend!™ eried the doctor. “Was
there 8 medical man beside him when
he died?”

“No." auswered the lad: ““he
deid hissel”."—Youth’s Companion.

Something New in Skirts.
Amonzy cold-weather garments are
new skirts of fine felt in «different
colors, elaborately braided around the

jist

bottom with sontuche a shade darker, |

or in black. Moreen skirts, flannel
lined, are both meat and serviceable.
For wearing with serge or other wool
gowns of black. brown, gray or green,
a petticoat to match, silk lined and
faced with canvas at the edge to keep
it away from the feet all around, and

trimmed with rows of military braid. is |

admirable. Flannel-lined silk skirts
trimmed with one or two flonnces sim-
ply hem-stitched are verynice forafter-
noon weur. Striped or shot silks are

the best. and the colors should be sub- |
yective. A thin flannel lining is requi- |
]

site for warmth, especially if capes are
worn instead of the long-skirted coat.
Black silk skirts are always ladylike:
s0, too, shepherd’s checlk silk skirts
will never quarre! with the gown; and

5. Louis Bepublic

—*Where ye goin'? said one small
boy to znother. “Ter the football
game.” *“So'm I. My big brother's

Mix, and brown in a hot oven.

| boiled custard of the yolks and one
pint of milk, and serve together.—
| Country Gentleman.

—To Color Almonds—Rose-Colored
Almonds: Blanch and cut sweet al-
monds in small pieces, put them on
baking-plate and pour on them a little
of any vegetable liguid, of an infusion
of cochineal or carmine; then rub them

| in your hands to mix them well with
the color; when all are done, dry them
on a stove or in the oven.—Farm, Field
and Fireside.
|  —A plum pudding is quickly made by
crumbling a pound can of pudding
made by a relinble firm, adding two
cups of bread crombs soalked in milk,
a small cup of minced suet, three eges
beaten light, half a cup of sugar and a
cup of stoned raisins. Turn all these
ingredients, after mixing, into a but-
tered mold and boil three hours.—
American Agriculturist.

—Our Favorite P'ndding: Bake =
plain sponge cake ina layer pan. When
ready for use cut into pieces, and spiit
and butter vach picce; place in a dish.
Make a custurd of four eggs to a quart
of milk: flavor with vanilla: pour over
the eal:e. and bake about one-half hour.
A holf cup of sherry added to the eus-
tard improves it. Sweeten custard to
taste: one ecup sugar is enough.—De-
troit Free Press.

—To Wash Blankets: Take a pint of
soft soup, put inte it o tablespoonful of
powdered borax, poor boiling wates
upon it until the soap is dissolved. then
mix it well in & tub of lulewarm
water, enough to cover the blankets
well; let them soak for an hour or
more; oveasionally stir but do not rnb
them. After they have been in the
water until it looks like the dirt was
ont, put them in a tub of clear water
without ringing them. and after soak-
ing and stirring awhile, pass them
throurh the wringer and hung on the
line to dry.—Yankee Blade.

—Germuan Puffs: One pint of milk,
the yolks of six egzs, five tablespoon-
fuls of lour, one of melted butter, half
o teaspoonful of salt. Mix the flour in
a little of the milk, then add the re-
muinder. the eggs well-beaten, and the
sult and butter. Buatter muffin-ting
and half fill them with the batter.
Bake twenty minutes in quick oven.
Serve on a hot platter and pour over
them a sapce made as follows: Beat the
whites of the six egges to o stiff froth,
gradually beat in o cupful of powdered
sngar and the juice of one large, or
twosmall, lemons. — Hoston Budget.

—Sewing Campaign.—I take my win-
ter evenings to read. I have three
children under five years of age, so 1
plan 2 campaign of sewing. 1 do my
washing and ironing, sweeping. a lot
of baking, get ready some cold meat,
and begin my sewing week. I have
dried ecorn, canned tomatoes. canned
fruit, pudding and milk, and other
quickly-prepared dishes during the
siege. | use sweet cream instead of
muaking gravy for potntoes. My hus-
band helps to run the machine. 1 sew
till the floors get pretty dirty, and the
baking is all gone; then 1 commence
cooking aguin.—HRural New Yorker.

BREAD-MAKING MADE EASY.

A New Method Which Requires Very Little
Exurtion.

Tt is one of the fine arts of life to do
thing s in some easy and practical fash
ion. Who ever invents or devises a way
to save labor, to do two things with the
same amount of tax and exertion nusual-
ly required for one. has conferred a
lasting benefit on mankind. Partica-
lariy is this the ease in household af-
fairs. The difficulty of getting compe-
tent help and the burden of domestie
wire seems to inerease with every vear,
and easy ways to do things are of un-
speakuble value, especinlly to delicate
women who have everyvthing to look
after. and in emergencies must take up
thie entire labor of the estublishment.

A new idea in bread-making is well
worth the attention of every woman,
whether she be delicate or care-bur-
dened or not. A semi-invalid mukes
bread without weariness by a simple
process.  Instend of the usual knead-
ing and mixing she uses a chopping-
knife. Sprinkling on a very little
flour, she chops the sponge for five or
ten minutes two or three times daring
the rising process. No kneading is re-
quired except just enongh to put it in-
to shape when it is ready for the pans

| She mever wuses a bread-board, but
spreads & large cloth—folded over to
' several  thicknesses—on  the table,
| covers it thick with fionr, and shapes
the bread out on that, taking care that
no Jdongh sticks to the cloth. With this
chopping proeess, it is impossible to
i handle the dough in an extremely soft
| stute. This insures more moisture in
the bread and much longer keeping
aualities. Biscuit and other similar
urticles are made in the same way, the
knending process being almost entire-

Make

Iy dispensed with, nothing more being |

necessary than dexterous handling and

s littie care that the dough does not
| stick to the cloth. It is & well-under-
stood fact that biscuits, to be good,
must be very soft when put into the
. pans, and in no other way can this be
| managed as easily as by the method
. justdescribed. —N. Y. Ledger.

Afghan Making.
Bits of worsted always aceumulata

| iz a family where much work is car-

ried on. Itis a good thing for some

An afghan is in constant re- |

make & light covering to throw over

to take me.” “Humph. My big brother
wouldn't go to » f{ootball game.”
“Wouldn't -go- Lto- u-footkall - game!™
“Naw. My brother was in the wagr.
He's seen reg'lar batilea, he has "=

one. When all the  materianls were
bought outright it made sbout as ex-
pensive a piece of work as could be en-
gaged upon. Bat by adopting this
“hit-or-miss” plan it is quickly and

Washington Star. J

sheaply ebtained.—N. ¥. World.

member of it to have always an afghan |
in cowmrse of construction, to which %m was incorporated wwto the canons
these odds and ends ean go. The mak- | 0f the church.
inTisa clear pleasure, it is so simple  ural religion were brought tous by our
und satisfactory. and there are several | Saxon forefathers and are remnants of
pitterns that call for many shades of | the worship to their heathen gods.

.| yarn.
guest: not, as onee for the carriage, but | ©f Christmas is not unlike our own.
to keep at hand when one lies down, to | k0e week preceding is a week of fast

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.

TURNING OVER NEW LEAVES,

* Now what is that nolse?’ said the glad New
Yoar
* Now, whut t§ that singular sound I hear?
As {f all the paper (o all the world
" Were rattled and shoaken and iwisted and
twirled "

= Ok! that.” sald the joliy old esrth, “is the
nolse
Of all my children, both rirls and boys,
A-turniug over thelir leaves 50 new,
and all to do haonor, New Yeur, to Fou

WIAT THE LEAVES SAID.

I won't steal Alice's sticks of candy;

1 won't call Robert a jack-a-dandy;

I won't squeals my penocll on my sinte:

I won't e fu bed every day and Le late

I won't muke faces at Timothy Maek:

I won't make fun behind anyone's baok
Rus:3 and turn them so and so!
The good shall come and the bad shali go

I won't tear “barn doors’ in all my frocks:
{ won't put my toes through all my socks
I won't be gready at dinner table!
At least—I think I won't—1f I'm able!
I wiil not pinch nor poke nor tease,
I will not sputter nor cough nor suseza,
I wili not grumble nor fret nor acold,
And I will do exactly whatever I'm told
Hustle nnd turn them. so and so!
The good shall come and the bad shall go.
—~Laurs E. Eichards, in Youth's Companion

SMART SHEPHERD DOGS.

They Tuke Entire Care of n Flock With-
out Anyone's Direction.

In South America. in the region of
the great pasture plams, dogs are
trained to be shepherds [ do not
mean that a dog goes out with the
herdsmen and helps watch the flock. |
mean that the dog goes out alone and
that he tukes the entire care of the
sheep without anyone's direction. In

South Ameriea there are vast plains |

where for miles and miles there is lit-
tle vegetation save the short grain on
which sheep feed. There are no habi-
tations for men.

On these vast pastures there are im-
mense flocks which are often left for
several days at a time with only a dog
to take care of them Hut well he
knows how to do it, for he has been
trained for the business,

When “Colly” was only a day old he
was taken away from his own mother
and given to a big. motheriy sheep, She
let the little blind puppy share the din-
ner of her own baby lamb. His little
bad was in & warm, soft nest made of
the sheared fleece of a sheep,

He was never allowed to taste of
meat. He was not permitted 1o asso-
cinte with other dogs or with children.
His only associates were sheep. Con-
sequently all the strong friendship, all

the loyalty. all the protecting instinet s 3 09

which belongs to & good dog's nature
were turned towards sheep. The lit-
tle dog grew to lovesheep, to play with
sheep, and. above all, to watch over
sheep and proteet them.

No hungry stranger could approach
one of these big wandering flocks in
the vast and lonelr plain and help him-

7
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THE OLDEST AND STRONGEST HAM AD-
VANCES TO THE DOG'S BIDE.

self to a lamb without being noticed.
No! At the first sign of a stranger the
dog barks.

Then a remarkable sight is to be
seen. The oldest and strongest ram
of the flock advances to the dog's side.
All the other rams come forward end
take their places near by, facing the
foe. The ewes and the lambs huddle
closely together behind their de-
fenders.

The dog does the talking for the
whole party and gives all the orders.
acting the part of a commanding gen-
eral, but the rams, with their big.
cruel horns and strong beads, do the
fighting.

Sometimes when the owners have
sheds near enough the dog drives the
flock out to pasture and brings them
back in the evening. No matter how
large the flock may be, he knows if
even one sheep is missing and he gets
out and hun*s for it until found.—Chi-
cago lnter Ocean.

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON.

How It lsa Obaerved Amonz the People
{im Foreign Lands.
The Christmas season finds its ex-

| pression among us in 2 variety of ways.

The fare of old England—the boar's
head spiced and garianded. the pea-
cock garnished with its own feathers—
has been replaced by the turkey and
the goose.

But the evergreen of the season and
the Christmas carol are of older date.
We may trace their aacestry to the
“Saturnalia® of the Roman. The
early church saw dange to their con-
verts in these practice. and prohibited
the green boughs, but later the pro-
Libition was withdraw= and the cus

But these acts of nnt-

In the Italy of to-day the celebration

or fish days Christmas Eve ushers in
the great festival. Then ansemble the
children and friends to partake of a
sumptuons supper, after which a cur-
tain is withdrawn and shows the table
of gifts wrapped in paper. The “Urn
of Fate" is bronght into use. Each pes |

son draws in turn, and the presents
distributed as determined by the ora-
cle. Exchanges of gifts are made un-
til each person is satisfied

In Germany. the Christmas tree is
the special care of the housewife, wha
gsees that the rmembers of her house-
hold are represented, from the least wo
the greatest. The social gatherings
are held on New Year's Eve. The bells
of the ¢ity ring in the new year. fol-
lowed by a8 burst of congratulatiom
from all present. with the greeting
Prosit, Nea Janr.

Christmas morning in Norway sees
the roads crowded with sledges. A
simple service in the churches is fol-
lowed by an early dinner given to rel-
atives and friends previously invited.
Tea is served at seven o'clock. after
which strolling pantomimic performers
ure admitted. These are rewarded by
sweet-meats and a little money. The

| like

THE GEEMAN-CUSTOM.
men smoke while the women talk;
finally the sledges carry the guests
home over the snow im the bright
moonlight
In England the theaters are turned
into pleasure grounds for the children.
The nursery rhymes and the popular
foiry tales are acted, amidst unre-
strained npplause from a highly appre-
ciative andience. The elders are also
entertained by witty jokesand touches
on the politics and leading topics of
the day. Children are the principal
actors in these pantomimes and are
often the bread winners ata season
when work is so scarce in England.
Christmas is no longer looked upon
as a time of riot and carousal. Itis
now universally recognized as the feast
of all children becmuse of the Holy
In our own country gift giviog
is no doubt the prominent feature.
Many regret the custom. saying that
it engenders hypoorisy and selfishness,
Our lives, they think, would be more
spoutaneocusly generous if no day was
set apart for gift giving. Let us there-
fore look to it lest we lose the spirit of
|Christmm\. of which the gift is the
mere expression for: “Peace on earth
and good will towards men.”

1t Was Remarkshbly Strange.

The Somerville Journal has a story
of little Dorothy, six years old, who,
all other children, is & borp
| egotist. She went out for a horse-car
ride with her aunt. She bhad her new
purse with her and was very desirons
to pay nher own fare, but her aunt
said no.

“You are my guest.”.she explained
to Dorothy. “‘and so I must pay your
fare; but you may take the ten cents
and hand it to the conductor, if yon
like.”

So Dorothy took the dime, and when
the conductor came along she handed
it ta him in the most dignified manner.
He gave her a quick look, and esti-
mating that she was under the five-
vear limit he rang in only one fare,
and hunded back a five-cent piece,
which Dorothy took without a word.

“Wasn't it strange?” she asked, af-
ter she got home. *“The conductor
took my fare, but he didn't charge
Aunt Alice any fare at all.”

SPIDER SHOWERS.

They Have Neen Observed by Daurwio and
Othier Naturalists.

Showers of mud, worms, frogs and
rain of various colors have all hap-
pened, but spider showers are worthy
of mention, and may be regarded as
the most beautiful thing in strange
showers.

The spiders are gossamers, and
White. in his “*Natural History of Sel-
borne,” describes the showers that he
saw, one of which continued & whele
day. The gossumers descended from a
surprising height, for when one man
cllmbed to the top of m hill near by,
three hundred feet high, he found that
the spiders were dropping from a re-
gion in the atmosphere that was still
bevond his gaze.

Darwin, another observer of spider
showers, describes one which he saw
in 1862, when on board the Deagle, =L
the mouth of the La Plata river, s oen
the vessel was some sixty miles from
land, aund he seems to have been the
first to notice that each parachute
of gossamer carried a spider aesronaut,
for he not only observed them arrive
on board the ship, but he also saw
them reproduce a new parachute, and
on this frail bark leunch forth again
**on the bosom of the palpitating air.”

These gossamer showers are great
mysteries, and, once seen, cannot very
readily be forgotton, for the air on
these occasions becomes literally
srowded with the tiny parachutes men-
tioned, which are composed of a few
threads of almost invisible gossamer,
with a small but lively spider attached.

It Rained Lemon Drops.

Little Edgar, aged three, who hap-
pened to be very fond of lemon-drops,
was out on the porch one day when &
sudden and violent hailstorm came up.
*“Oh! oh!” the boy screamed with de-
light, **it's yvaining tandvy!™

Slang Suppreasers. '
*is Miss Fosdick still president of
vour Society for the Suppression of
Slang, Miss Skidds?"
“No; she got too fresh and we
turned her down."—Retailer and Job

ber.
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