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unfitted, unprepared for the

more
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And he bore in
hi= hands a banner with a strange
device . . . “Excelsior.”

Here was the youth dreaming his
dreams, seeing his visions, looking
away to the heights. He was not
to be content with the ordi-
levels of the misty flats. Al-
he was on his way to the
heights and as he passed
| through the village he bore his ban-

mid snow and ice.
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Longfellow in his immortal
poom, “Excelsior,” reveals the things
lor which every youthH must be pre-
pared encounter and battle if
they wounld succeed. Longlfellow re-
veals in his poem the obstacles which
stand in the way of youth’s highest
aclilevements and to win over these
real success in life. In

For
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= Lhe only

lin our

life. '
the gate and narrow th-|mur banner high. Grasp firm in your

like Abraham Lincoln, Edward
Bok. Michael Pupin, Ramsey McDon-
ald and others like them and ¥you
will digcover how men (some living
own day) began life handi-
capped. with few opportunities, and
vet achieved great things. Like the
they were possessed of a great
ambition. an undefeatable spirit—
#nd they too bore in their hands the
banner of strange device and bore it
amid snow and ice . . . “Excelsior.”
of vou young folks here to-
ohit may feel you are handicapped
from the start and the heights are
not for vou. Do not begin by feel-
inz sorry for vourself. Do not yield
self-pity. Do not despise your limi-
tations. They can be made your op-
portunities. Remember, real success
comes from within, Have some high
ani worthy purpose in life; set your
in the front; carry

men

vouth,

Some

L

aoal away out
hand the banner of strange device
and let the silver clariom ring . . .
“Excelsior, I will climb higher still.”

Then we read that as the youth
passed through the village he saw in
happy homes the light of household
fires’ gleam, warm and bright. Above
the spectral glaciers shone, and from
his lips there escaped a groan . . .
“Excelsior.”

The voice of ease and pleasure
called. Why forsake friends and the
bright gleam of the warm, glowing
fireside? Why forege the comfort and

P as vou will remember.
ngfellow pictures for us a youth
through an Alpine village

|ease of a warm, inviting home for the
strenuous climb amid snow and ice?

PLATTSIOUTH

Through the drawn blinds, he could
see the shadows of those within, en-
joying the warmth and comgfort of a
big blazing fire and the happy fel-
lowship of friends. How foolish he
was to exert himself upon such a
wild, impossible endeavor; why not
leave that to others; why not enjoy
himself, have a good timne?

The spectral glaciers shone; the
heights challenged this youth. And
from his lips there escaped a groan
. . « "“Excelsior.”

The temptation to ease and pleas-
ure was great, and here is the point
where the majority fail and fall by
the way. People not willing to pay
the price, not willing 1o make the
necessary sacrifice. So many voices
'in our day of ease and pleasure call
us, it is easy to become soft and
sophisticated.

To the student in our schools to-
day there is the call of sport, fra-
ternities, places of amusement. Edu-
cation merely for social purposes. So

becomes increasingly difficult to
get one self to do the hard and dif-
ficult thing. The temptation to take
the easy way is great—it is popular
to be a good sport. And you can get
along just as well. Success in life is
knowing how to influence people and
win friends—then why try anything
more difficult than that? Never was
there a time when we have so many
easy ways offered to success. But al-
low me to tell voung people
there is no easy way or short cut to
real character and worthy achieve-
ment.

Charles Dickens declared
hour of his greatest success: “"To me
drudgery has been the grey angel
success.”” There is no easy way—
the path of real achievement is along
the hard and difficult road of self-
sacrifice. The men who have achiev-
ed anyvthing worthwhile in the field
of human endeavor have not_done it
through their own genius so much as
by hard work. They have worked
and toiled while others took the path
of ease and pleasure.

“Do not your great discgveries
often come by brilliant intuitions
and inspiration?" asked a reporter of
Thomas Edison. His answer was
most illuminating. “If I have attain-
ed any success worthy of mention it
has been due perhaps to twa per
cent of inspiration and ninety-eight
per cent of perspiration.” Again he
declared. I never do anything worth
while by accident. When I have de-
cided that a result is worth getting.
I go ahead on it and make trial after
trial until it comes.” The success of
Thomas Edison was in the refusal to
give up when he was faced with
seeming defeat; he just kept on un-
til he wrestled the secret out of his
experiments.

We see William Blake living in
poverty in a small room in'Lnndon,
working day by day, denying himself
any pleasure. His friends tell him
they are sorry for him. He answers,
“Pity me not, I am rick I have my
dreams.”” For him the housebold
fires gleam&i warm and bright, but
above the spectral glaciers shone—
and from his lips there escaped a
groan “Excelsior.” They called
him fool, but we call him seer now.

If you reaily want to achieve any-
thing worthwhile, you must be will-
ing to pay the price, willing to make
the sacrifice.

Michelangelo spent weeks in re-
touching his work, bringing out a
muscle here, softening an angle
there until from the rough marble
he released a figure of perfect beauty.
Dante sees himself growing lean
ever his Divine Comedy. Gibbon
worked twenty yvears on his "‘Decline
and Fall of the Koman Empire;.’
Noah Webhbster thirty-six years on his
dictionary; George Stephenson fifteen
years on his locomotive. All this
tells of men who traveled the straight
and narrow way, made great sacri-
fices and paid an enormous price.
They bore this banner ol strange
device . . . “Excelsior.”

“The heights by great men gain-

ed and kept

Were not attained by sudden

flight—

But they. while their compan-

fons slept

Tolled onward,

the night. ™

Are you willing to pay the price,
tn make the sacrifice any worthy
achievement may demand? You will
kave to forego the call of friends,
the pieasures of the world. There is
no other way.

If you are willing to pay the price
and will keep your dreamn ever before
Yoy, there is no achievement imposs-
ible to you. . . . EXCELSIOR.

Then we rlud this youth, like the
youth of every other age, had to
face and overcome the discourage-
ments of those who had tried and
failed. Try not the pass, the Old
Man said; dark lowers the tempest
overhead. The raging torrent is deep
aud wide. And loud the clarion voice
replied . . . “Excelsior.”
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The peasant's last good mght was
Beware of the pine tree’'s withering
branch; beware of the awful ava-
lanche.

That is ever the advice of age to
youth. Beware, you can never make
i. The world is full of people who
have lost their nerve and hope.

“Wait,”” says the man of years to
the youith with his high hopes, his
extravagant dreams. “Wait until vou

be a perfect thing. Three months he |
worked alone and when his master |
came to see his working, he found he |
had but added an angel to the mar- |
ble shrine. Today men Eknow the)
vouth who carved it was Michel-'
gngelo. So you are one with !hn!
workers of the ages—vyou must teil |
te make vour highest dreams ::ume'
true, you like Michelangelo must!
work to perfect what the ages have |
begun. You must carry the banner |
of human progress higher. You must
seek to make a better world, a hap-|
pier race, a finished kingdom. . . .|
Excelsior, |
Let vour ohjective ever be upward,
seek to emulate the youth climbing
ihe Alpine height= and let your aim
be ever higher. For he died t.'!tmh-l
ing. I must confess when I first
read this poem I was rather disap-|
poeinted.
a mistake. Surely
so many odds, refusing to be turned
aside, the fitting climax would Have
been to find the youth standing tri-
umphant upon the summit of the
highest peak.ghis banner floating in
the breeze and he with the look of
joy and achievement in his face.
Then after due thought, I knew
the poet was right. With true poetic
jpstinct, he brings the poem to a
fitting end. He died climbing and
that is as it should be, for he who
accomplishes all he desires has not
aimed high enough. All the great
souls of the earth have died climb-
ing., their highest hopes unrealized.
their noblest dream yet to be fylfill-

ed, their goal still in the distancse,

I felt Longfellow had made |
after overcoming |

so many difficuities, battling ':3lgaimsll
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a bold, courageous hand: "Not a

though I had already vet attained or |
were already yet made perfect. I~<u-
I count not myself to have achieved |
all T dreamed. but thie one thing 1
do, 1 press toward the mark for the

%= | Dorothy Gtetg :

| prize of my high calling of God in
'RE "all for jellled foods in Curist Jesus.” He died climbing—
melting weather. They slither |o,,0 aping still the banner of strange

down so nice and cool. Some peo-
ple like jellied desserts but as for
us, we'll vote every time for spicily

Excelsior.
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By BETTY BARCLAY

plentiful. Seed of Scarlett O'Eara
is rather hard to start, and garden. |
ers should chip the seed coat befors |
planting it; but Crimson Rambler |
does not nead chipping and can be |
started readily. |
Crimson Rambler 18 a2 much
stronger climber than Scarlett
O'Hara and will prove more satis-
factory for growth ou trellises and
a= a vine, while Scarlett O'Hara
will be found a somewhat more
attractive variety for window
boxes. The 1939 fiower stage will
see 3 brilliant duel — that between
Ecarlett O'Hara and ths unsung
rival, Crimson Rambler. Grow them
side by side in vour back yard and
see which Is your choice for first

Morning Glories are in the flower
Hmelight this season, partly due to
the introduction of Scarlett O'Hara,
& brilliant carmine-red beauty that
won the All-American Gold Medal
Award. But even before Scarlett
O'Hara grows sccustomed to her
sudder fame, a stand-in threatens
to steal her glory. The unheralded
newcomer is Crimson Rambler, 2
bright, vigorous, easily - grown
flower that is certain to win the
bearts of flower growers.

Crimson Rambler was developed
by foreign seed breeders and is in-
troduced In this country by the
Ferry-Merse Sepd Co. Im caolor it
is similar to Scarlett O'Hara. Whkile
Bcarlett O'Hara's fowers are

lagrger, Crimson Rambler'a are more | hogors. :
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