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A BUSTED BOGIE.

Perhaps we may hear a great deal

luhuut the solid south in the next na-

tional election. It is a morsel! from
which many seem to find it impossi-
hle to get away. But in the next elec-
tion it cannot truthfully be said that
so far as the popular vote is con-
cerned, it was the solid south that en-
abled the democrats to elect a presi-
dent in 1916. Of course it can be said
again, just as it has often been said
before, with more or less truth, as it
was said on suspicion in the last cam-
paign, and as it has been said since
clection without a shadow of truth.
There are few states in the north
that have been as sturdily republican
as have the southern states been
demoeratic. There are two states
contemplated in the term “solid
south,” Missouri and Kentucky, that
are not solid by any means.
Eliminating these two states from
the solid south, and eliminating from
the rest of the states those that arve
unreasoningly and habituaily repub-
lican, one finds that in the states that
are subject to change in party allegi-
ance 22,000 more votes were cast for
President Wilson than were cast in
the same states against him.

The solid south may be interpreted
to mean the following states, which
gave Wilson the majorities indicated;
Alabama, 69,000; Arkansas, 72,0003
Florida, 42,000: Georgia, 115.000; Lou-
isiana, 73,000; Mississippi, 76,000;
North Carolina, 47,000; Oklahoma, 51,-
000; South Carolina, 60,000; Tennes-
see, 37.000; Texas, 221,000; Virginia.
53,000, The total majority they gave
Wilson was 916,000,

On the other hand the states that
are always republican gave majorities
against him as follows: lowa, 59,000;
Maine, 5.000; Massachusetts, 21,000;
Michigan. 52,000; Pennsylvania, 182,
000; Rhode Island, 4,000; Vermont,
18,000; Wisconsin, 28,000; a total of
A6, 000,

It will be seen that the so-called
solid south gave Wilson 547,000 more
votes than the solidly republican
states of the north gave agzainst him.
But Mr. Wilson was elected by a pop-
ular vote of 569,000, receiving in the
doubtful states 22,000 more votes

than his competitor.—Lincoln Star.
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