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CHAPTER XVHL

Blue Flannz! and Corduroy.

IE world was sanowbhontud—asl
that small worlkd which lay |
between the hills in the vai- |
le 13! FFor two

gduss it =n d so heavily that all work
1t i bot julermittently at the up
river camp, aml then, two days before
Cli 15, the mereury drgpped sharp-
Iy into the balbs aad (he weather |
Cleared

From hi=s window Stephen O'NMara
watehwe] the heavy logias crawl up to
1i storehonse door. e watched i
d r= thraw tarpanlins over the hoxes
and knew that ther were oo weary
to anfond that uight And he was
still there at the frosted pane when
1] Lhree men. Diz Louie still plowing
al hove info view gzain from the
directlon of the stables and came

Iie

srrafeht toward his own shack.

"'."'- 4 |! the door ad biade them enter
belore they b had a chance to knock.
The swaoeor in the shoulders of two
of them tond him what to expect. Big

T uie was omly clnmsy, as usual

“You did well to make it,” he told
the latter kindly, as be always ad-
dressed Dim flis nod to the others,
who reeked of white whisky, was In
part o question, in no wise a welcome.
“Weil?" he asked.

nre there bad Lbeen a confer-
« hefore! for there was no hes-
the' part allon, who had

A
e ned,

itaney on of 1

been oridained spokesmat,

“ywe'vae  come for onr time” he
Fr"‘-" I‘.,l

Qiteve noddeld grave 1.

“f wep™ he murmured. “May I ask
what's vour grievance this time?”

They were satellites of ITarrizan.
yeranee of that he had kept them ail
where his eves could find them at
tiines. An T. evon thonzh their areh
Jeader in ontent had not crossed

his path iu I:..']:'._\ davs, he listened now

to un echo of Harrizan's activities.
They're offering three a day in the
reserve  cpmps.” Fallon should not
have zinated “Three a day and a
bonns for the high week eut. “We're
goinr back to the river.”
1 s, Aasnin absery ed Steve. “Are

ing this waze for as

they ouaranier

Jon as you want to work?”
Avpsrently  they had decided, too,

1!1;;|' ihere shonld be no barzaining.
“AUe want our time.” Fallon reiterat-

1is §s going to be a maw's year

ed. *T!
the river!™

“You also?”

on
Steve 5[15[11il""1 of Nhavne

ZWes, me also* he came back, *an” a
hundred others hefors the ice goes
out.”

Bie Louie he had given up for lost
before that, and yet it was with Big

Louie that Steve made a sincere effort.

“1'1 like to have you stay, Lonie.”
He tficed the thivd man. 1 need vou,
for can o more with borses than
ans .lil;Hl [ know. Yon are worth three
a day to me, Do you care to think it
over?”

Bic Louie’s eres had been mournful

stumbled in out of the cold.
that 1T started tec
the window for a look at
i then thoucht better of
he shook his

1\']:<~:|
They were
turn towand
the stahles pin
it. Resolutely,
heid

L1 onm
work for no
honest men to starve.”

It was from the start,
Steve

“1 can pr
able to
he moved
s speaking

ninw,

for him,

he mittered. 1
that will leave

me—me,”’
ny

COmEnt

vet

Sl At

HIGE
tried azain.

miize vou work as long as
rein.' he of-
the door

holii o
niearer

“Phat is all I

.\‘ii", H B L
ferwd., hut

svLitle he we
ciin promise.”’

Perbaps  Fallon believed that Big
P WAS W alkening., Perhaps he felt

Axi the situation was too hizhly dra-

mertic to be wasied, for he made a wide
flourish with one hand.

S AWe want our time, and we want it
pow.” he threatened. “We're going to
ghiow von who bosses this river before
wi're Jdone with yon!l”

Falion houaldn't have gloated; be
shoilin't have threatened. And Shayne
shouldn't bave smiled. Steve had slip-
ped the Ianteh loose. Now he swung

open the door,

“t all for your time at the Morrison

otH he said evenly, “and if you're
goinzs—why, zo!"
By collar and belt he swung him

biack and drove him sprawling into a
daiit.

‘Are you in a harry, too, Shayvne?”’
he askod pleasautly, and Shayne buried
hi=z head Leside Fallon’s in the snow.
Then Steve closed “the deor - carefulky
gl {arned again to Big Louie.
he sald, *1 make it a rule to
arec no man who ‘does not wish to
gtiv, If it needs persuasion to kKeep
vou I do not want you here. But you
are running with ‘the wrong crowd,
Loule. You'll learn it some day, but
gome day may Le too late.”

The big, dresnmy eved man was hard-
Iv listening., but he gestured toward
the door. And Steve treated his de-
parture kindly,. as he had alwave.treat.
pd his presdgcée.

(iatside, where Shayne and Falion
bad picked themselves up Big Louie

o | ‘””!',"

| been intrusted to him by

joutstrip

y#tables, There were words hetween
them. for Steve saw the huze man's

| arm lift to strike Shayne to the gronnd

bosituted and fombled in his pocket
with a cold cramped hand. He deliv-
ered the Jetier for Stephen which had
Miss Sarah.
men like Biz lLouie
who are pitifully faithful until events
their iniellects. Steve was
for him, and a half heur Iater,

There are many

| ROITY

tafter he had read Miss Saralh's prim
note requesting his presence at dinner
at T30 Christimas eve, he grew sor-
rier still while he watched the ill as-
sortfed trio meet once more, blanket

| packs upon their backs and suowshoes
lon their feet. PBig Louie had joined
' the other two from the direction of the

then drop bharmlessly back to his

and

| side. And Steve knew what that bit
| of pantomime meant. Big Louie had
been to bid his team goodby. Thero

wis a smuidge of hrown Sngiar across
his coat, though the watcher was too

far away to =ee that. IIut be Knew
that Bie Louie had been crying, knew
that Shayne had swiled. It was the
second time that Shayne had suidled

that evening—his second bad miziake.
Long after they had disappeared into
the north toward the Reserve com-
pany's camps Steve wondered that it
had not cost him his life.

Miss Sarali’'s note which had been al-
IMOSt 0 on the way
primuly coxrect, but the inevitnble post-
script which underran it sounded =«
more infimate note.

“We are not excessively
rule, Stephen,” she wrote.
ner jicket will be adequate.
expecting two other gaests

weels WiAS very

formal as a
“s0 a din-
As I am

hesides

your friends, Mr. AMorgnn and Garrett

Devereau, I must ask you to let no

business matters interfere with your
ess,"”

'.'l'u!uj'i‘_;

Steve dared not let himself wonder
t who those other guests would prove to
be. Miriam DBurrell, he knew, had al-
ready written Garry that this was to

S 2eardo

“And if you're going—why, go!”

be the saddest Christmas and the mer-
riest that she had ever known, giving
as respective reasons her inability
be with him and the fact that she was
so entirely his. Because he would not
let himsel!f hope this time he was not

dizappointed, or at least so he told
hims=elf, when he found only Dexter

Allison with Caleb the next afternoon
near 6. ;And on a sudden thought his
eves went roving around the room
then, looking for Archibald Wicker-
sham. But Miss Saralh gzave him no
time for a protracted serutingy.

“Your room is ready. Stephen.” she
told him and steered him toward the
stairs. “You have an hour in which
to dress. and you know already thai
I am old maidenishly strict.”

And then, three-quarters of an hour
later, when he had dressed and turned
to the stairway Barbara was there
at the foot of the flight waiting for
him to appear. In a little low pink
satin gown that made rounded her
slonderness—made her appeuar even
smaller than she was—she gave him
an elaborate courtesy from the main
floor and flung up at him her lauzhter,

“Merry Christmas, Sir GGalabad!” she
called,

Steve, who was only dimly aware of
the fact that Garry and Fat Joe had
arrived, the latter gnilty of his first
dinner jacket and enormously proud of
hiz guilt, stood looking at Barbara
while she was chattering at him with-
out hearing distinctly a word she

apoke.
“You look as though I were a
wraith,” the girl accused him. “Am I

g0 pale after a few weeks of sophisti-

cated city air?”

“1 thought you looked like—shall I
tell you what 1 thought®”

“Anst certainly,” she was forced to !
ingist. “Wasn't it a bald enough invi-
tation for a pretty speech?” Secde o ]

“1 thought soun locked like a small | g omory which she carvieq 4. . - - hd -Jp_" : - E——
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